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As I write this article, our stewardship campaign, COUNT ME IN, is wrapping up. I 
don’t yet know how many of you will return your pledge cards or how much of your 
time and money you’re planning to share with Prince of Peace in the coming year. But             
I don’t need to know the numbers to be able to say THANK YOU! In my two and a half 
years as your pastor I have seen how much you love this community and how dedicated 
you are to the work we do together. I know that we can and do count on each other as 
we live and serve together in God’s name. So THANK YOU for standing up and being 
counted among the saints in this place! 

 

November 1, All Saints Day, is one of my very favorite holy days. It’s the day we                  
remember that as the baptized people of God, we are all saints. We are all beloved by 
God and sent to share God’s love with others. I love leading worship on the first Sunday 
in November and feeling the heat from the candles on the altar that represent the saints 
who have gone before us. The fire of the Holy Spirit is strong at POP!                                                             
I love remembering the saints who have impacted my life and hearing stories of the 
saints who have impacted yours. 

 

This year in particular I am excited to see a work of community art hanging in the                        
sanctuary – a piece made by the hands of saints past (and some still present among us) 
reminding us that God’s grace is there for us on the journey. This river of grace hangs 
above us as we worship, connecting the font and the table where we gather with the 
whole communion of saints around the Lord’s Supper each week. These powerful              
symbols of Christ among us are the very heart of our community. They remind us of 
who and whose we are. They connect us to that river of grace and love that flows from 
the throne of God. 

 

This All Saints Sunday, November 3, will bring us opportunities to not only                      
remember the saints of the past, but also to work to prepare for the saints of the future. 
In addition to offering our pledge cards during worship, we will have an                                 
opportunity to participate in a listening session with Inform Architecture. 
The older part of our building needs to 
be reconfigured to fit the needs of our                         
community now and into the future. 
This listening session will continue  
the excellent work of our visioning  
committee and help us discern how   
to best prepare our space for the work 
God is calling us to in years to come.   
I hope you’ll be able to join us after 
worship and add your voice to                       
the conversation. 

 

Shalom,  

Pastor Rachel 
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What’s Happening at POP! 

Are you stressed and need to relax? 

Power of Breath class meets on Wednesdays                     
from 7:30 to 8:30 pm.  Come try it out.                                                 

Questions? Call Carolyn Selby   269/327-9949 

Mid Week Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.                  
They are using the                                

Augsburg Adult Study.  

This quarter the focus is                                
Responding to God’s Grace. 

Join the Ladies Lunch Bunch.                                                       
This group meets the third Tuesday, 11:45 a.m.,                               
at various restaurants for food and fellowship.                                                  

All women are welcome.   

November 19 

     Jac’s, 3112 S. 9th, Kalamazoo 

NEWS from the                   

PRINCE OF PEACE                        

Women of the ELCA 

Monday, November 25 at 9:30am 

Ruth Circle is a group of women, who gather the fourth 

Monday of the month for fellowship & a light snack 

followed by Bible study as printed in the Gather                                

magazine, a publication of the Women of the ELCA.                                                                                                 

We are still studying selections of  Old Testament poetry, 

Job, Psalms, & Lamentations. Drawing from the               

experiences of these ancient writers, we will learn to look 

for God in times of deep emotions, such as joy, anger, 

celebrations, depression, misunderstanding &                

contentment, finding hope and grace along the way 

All women are invited to attend. Ruth Circle meets 

monthly except for December & the summer months.  

Questions: call Claudia Blahnik @ 269-375-6907                        

or 269-352-7430.     

Potluck/Bunko  November 12 @ 12:30 p.m. 

See sign up in the Gathering Space.                                              
For more information,                                                                        

contact Carla Hannemann at 269/216-3498 

PRAYER SHAWLS AVAILABLE 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group is busy again with their 
knitting and crocheting.  There are plenty of shawls  
available.  If you, or someone you know, would like to 
have a Prayer Shawl, please contact Dianne Hellman,     
323-9392, or Claudia Blahnik, 375-6907.  You are also 
welcome to pick one up from the storage room in the 
Sunday School hallway.  Please sign-out with your name 
and whom the Prayer Shawl is for.  Remember to include 
a card which is also available in the Prayer Shawl box. 

Men’s Breakfast                                     

Tuesday, November 12 8:00 AM                                         

Meet at Michelle’s on Romence Road                    

in Portage.                                                                    

Join Pastor Rachel for                                

breakfast and conversation! 

Adult Learning 

A new adult learning series, "Am I My 
Brother's Keeper?", begins on Sunday,               
November 3 9:15 (sharp!) focusing on                   
Christian identity and our call to respond to 
the world-wide  movements of people fleeing 
violence, hunger, and desperation.  What 
does it mean for the ELCA to be a "sanctuary                                 
denomination"? Pastor Dale Gatz will                  
moderate and lead the discussion.  

 All are welcome! 

There will be no class on Sunday, Dec. 1,                    
since that is Thanksgiving weekend. 

Did you know over 70% of kids                                            
see bullying at school. 

One in three kids are bullied 
and that only 30% of them 

notify adults about                        
being bullied. 

                                                                  
After church on December 8  and after a light lunch  
Michael Whately, 4th degree Black Belt, will be                      
presenting an Anti-Bullying program based on the 
Olweus Bully Prevention Program. The Olweus                     
program is the most researched and best-known                       
program on bullying available. 

This program will teach you how to identify bullying, and 
what to do to protect yourself and your school-mates 
from being bullied in a non-violent way. 
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Greetings, 

I’d like to introduce myself as the new                            
coordinator for the Quilters group.                   
As anyone who’s  attended knows,                  
I started coming to tie knots.                                
I don’t really sew.     

But I do believe in the power of a quilt. When I was 
young, my grandmother’s house burned to the ground 
without enough insurance to replace it. Our neighbors 
gathered things they had available to donate to her and 
my aunt who’d lost everything. One of those items was a 
heavy quilt. My children grew up visiting my grandma in 
a mobile home and loving that quilt just for the weight of 
it. Today it waits in my guest room for the next visitor. 

I’d like to thank Annette Smith and Sandy Williams for 
their dedication and hard work over many years with the 
Quilters. I look forward to the continued sharing of their 
expertise as they relax their schedules and                     
responsibilities a bit. 

After completing and sending 40 quilts to Lutheran 
World Relief, we look forward to meeting for the rest of 
the year on November 5 and 18 and December 3. 

Please join us. All hands are welcome. 

Sheryl Swodzinski Come and join our Women’s Small Group 

Monday, Nov 4 & 18  @ 7 p.m. high school room!!   

We are currently finishing                                                          

A Year of Biblical Womanhood and                                   

beginning A Lineage of Grace.                                                                              

Contact Diane Snyder @ 269/327-7552                                                       

for more information. 

Book Club  

Next meeting on November 20 at 10:00 am and                     

discussing Molokai 

December: Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance., a memoir 

He wrote this book because he wants 

people to understand that kids who grow 

up as he did, have almost no chance of 

having a happy successful life.  Instead 

they fail high school, live in poverty and 

have a high rate of divorce, drug abuse 

and alcoholism.  This is a story about the 

psychological impact that spiritual and 

material poverty has on children. 

 

Vance’s family were considered by many to be hillbillies. 

The name “hillbilly” includes people who live in the              

Appalachian Mountains from Alabama to New York. 

Their ancestors immigrated from Scotland and Ireland in 

the 18th century.  They have a unique history, culture and 

music all their own.  Many struggle with poverty and the 

problems associated with it. 

 

J.D.’s grandparents moved from Kentucky to Ohio                      

looking for work and a better life. When his parents failed 

to take care of him, Mamaw and Papaw provided J.D. 

with a stable home even as the family struggled                    

financially. He tells how a handful of loving people               

rescued him from a life of poverty.  This is a story of 

hope. Against all odds, J.D. went on to become a                       

successful lawyer, happily  married man and a home 

owner - his American Dream.  

Upcoming books 

Nov.   Molokai by Alan Brennert 

Dec.   Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance 

Jan.    The Day the World Came to Town by Jim Defede 

Feb.    The Boys in the Boat by Daniel J. Brown 

More of What’s Happening 

Sanctuary Flowers November 

Given by:   

Claudia Lee - in remembrance of Steven Malmberg                                      
Jeanette Field & family - in honor of Maisie Grella’s  
     birthday                                                                                                   
Jeanette Field - in memory of John Raymond Field                        
Jean Darling - member of my father whose birthday              
     was All Saints’ Day                                       
MerriKay Oleen-Burkey - in loving memory of her                  
     husband, Jeff Burkey                                                               

Flower Sign-up:     Anyone who wishes to recognize a 
special occasion or in remembrance of someone may  
contribute toward the monthly flowers and all will be  
recognized in the  Peace Proclamations and newsletter.                                                       
We need a minimum of five people to sign-up,                          
contributing $10 to cover the cost of the flowers.       
   Sign up for December!  
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Fellowship Events 

UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS 

Please add these two events to your calendar now.                   
Our schedules are more hectic than usual around the 
holidays, but these are two events you will won’t want to 
miss. 

 

Holiday Hors d’oeuvre Party, Friday, December 6 
(adult only event) 

The annual holiday hors 
d’oeuvre open house will 
take place from 7-10 p.m.  

Guests should bring an                           
hors d’oeuvre to share,                 

two bottles of wine or  a six 
pack of beer.                     

Watch for the sign-up in the 
Gathering Space in                        

November.                                   
The Fellowship Committee 

will take care of all                
set-up and clean-up.   

Social Concerns 

 The purpose of the tag you take off the tree is to act as a 

reminder to your commitment to make a purchase.  It 

also serves as a Christmas card for the person you are 

honoring.   

Once you take a tag home, you can find the website to 

order your gift, ELCA.org/goodgifts.   

On the website, you will find 

their entire catalogue and you 

will have an expanded                       

selection of gifts beyond those 

on the gathering space 

tree.  Good Gifts are the               

perfect gift choice for that 

loved one that has everything, 

or says they don't want                        

anything. 

ELCA Good Gifts 

 

Pretty soon Christmas season decorations will be going up 

and Social Concerns will start sharing our holiday projects. 

The two primary projects are adopted families through 

Portage Outreach Center and ELCA Good Gifts.  As these 

have been launched at the same time in the past, there has 

been some confusion.  These are separate projects,                    

although they are displayed together.  The Good Gifts are 

not for the adopted families.  The idea of the Good Gifts 

program is to use the holiday gift giving season to uplift 

those in challenging parts of the world out of poverty and 

hunger.  You purchase a gift such as a farm animal or gar-

dening supplies in honor of a loved one.  Your purchase 

through the ELCA Good Gifts program gets that gift to 

someone who needs it.  

Upcoming Events 

January 5 - Epiphany Crosslights 

“PoP Family” Celebration,                                           
Sunday, December 15     

 This is the date of the                        
children’s Christmas                

program during worship.                                       
Additionally, we will invite our 

“Prince of Peace Family” to    
participate in the                         

following:  

(that means EVERYONE,                                                 
not just families with children)  

Lunch:  Chicken Noodle Soup, Vegetarian Chili, bread 
and beverages 

Cookie Decorating:  We will have a station set up for 
adults and children to decorate Christmas cookies. 

Ornament Craft Station:  A simple ornament project 
will be offered.  These ornaments can go home and 
some on the tree (see below).   

Tie Blanket:  We plan to have a tree outside the                           
secretary’s office.  Kids can hang the decorations 
they make that day on the tree. 
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Our 2019 Confirmands 

from L-R 

Jacob Super, Pastor Rachel, Bishop Satterlee,  

Hannah Williams, and Ava Erdmann  

Confirmation 2019 

This year Prince of Peace                       
operated a “Free Store” at                   

Project Connect.  

Church members donated                   
cleaning supplies, tissues,                   

personal care items, toilet paper, 
diapers, formula and                          

other items.  

During God’s Work Day                          
volunteers put together                           

personal care kits.  

Guests were given a                
Prince of Peace tote bag and 

could then “shop” in the                         
Free Store.  

Over 300 guests were served!  

Project Connect 2019 

This year we were blessed to have Bishop Craig Satterlee 

join our congregation in celebrating Reformation Sunday 

and blessing our Confirmands.  

Earlier, during the learning hour, we tried to  “stump” the 

Bishop with our toughest theological questions.                               

He said we had some of the best questions he’s ever gotten. 

Here are a few of our volunteers prior to opening. 
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Upcoming Musical Events 

Praises, Poses, and Prayers                                                                    
Mondays at Noon                                                                                        
Prince of Peace Gym 

 

Want to start your work week with some extra peace and 
intentionality? Join us for a midday break on                           
Mondays beginning Nov. 11 and ending Dec. 16.                                   
Together we will breathe, practice yoga, relax and                       
meditate, all to contemporary praise and worship music. 
No previous yoga experience necessary. Please bring a 
yoga mat if you have one (there will be some on hand if 
you don’t, no worries).                            
Wear comfortable clothing that  
allows you to move freely, and 
don’t  forget your water bottle. 

 

Hope to see you there.    

Kelly Blair                                                                                                       
RYT 200 (certified yoga instructor)  

Thanksgiving Eve Service and Pie Social  

Mark your calendars!                                                                      

This year the Thanksgiving service will be on                                                                                                       

TUESDAY, November 26 at Prince of Peace. 

There is sign-up sheet in the Gathering Space                                       

to bring pies, to serve and clean up. 

This and That 

Sounds of the Season: The WMU School of Music will 
present three concerts in celebration of the Christmas 
season, showcasing student and faculty artists in ticketed 
performances to benefit School of Music scholarships. 
The annual Choral Christmas on Saturday,                         
December 7, will include traditional holiday                           
favorites in Kalamazoo’s First Presbyterian Church. The 
two performances at 4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. will feature 
over 110 singers in four choruses, including the Holiday 
Grand Chorus.         

Student and faculty performers will present Jazz for the 
Holidays on Sunday, December 8, at 3 p.m. in 
Miller Auditorium. Performers will include a variety of 
ensembles from the Jazz Studies program, including Gold 
Company and the University Jazz Orchestra.  

The third offering in the series is the Western Brass             
Quintet’s popular Christmas concert on Sunday,                 
December 15, at 3 p.m. in the Dalton Center Recital 
Hall.  A Brass Celebration of Christmas will feature 
the quintet and an ensemble of outstanding brass and 
percussion students and faculty colleagues from the 
School of Music, including faculty percussionist Judy 
Moonert.  

General admission tickets for each concert are                                 
$15, $12 for seniors and $5 for students (college or high 

school), and are available from Miller Auditorium at                                      
(269) 387-2300 or via the School of Music’s website 

wmich.edu/music/events. 

Christmas Eve Special Music 

 

If you would like to perform           
vocal or instrumental                            

music for the 4:30 and 8:30 
Christmas Eve services, 
please talk to (in person, 
phone call, text or email) 

Janet Hill by December 1st. 

 

If you would like to sing in 
the Christmas Eve Choir for 

the 10:30 Christmas Vigil 
and have had at least a little             
experience reading music or 
singing in a choir, please let 

Janet Hill know of your                    
interest.   

The rehearsals are Thursdays, December 5, 12 and 19 
at 7 pm. and Sunday morning, December 15  at 9:15.  
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Morning PoP Stars 

The name of our children's music program,                                  
Morning PoP Stars 
comes from                                                      
the Book of Job 38:4-7 

 

 The Lord speaks to Job: 
"Where were you when                              

I laid the foundation                          
of the earth…,                                                         

when the morning stars 
sang together                                  

and all the heavenly                   
beings, shouted for joy?" 

 

The PoP Stars, as the Morning PoP Stars has come to be 
known, seems to have picked up it's identity as 
"something the young kids can do while their parents 
are enjoying coffee and conversation after the                   
service."  But even in the short rehearsal time we have, it 
is much more. It is the parish children's music program 
which helps elementary school aged children grow in 
their ability to participate in our worship service as            
worshipers and as leaders. They learn bits and pieces of 
liturgy and liturgical music and hymns, and have served 
as accompanists for the Gospel Acclamations.   

  

The children were already doing these things in our first 
year, but now they are three years older.  They are                
skillful singers both from things we've done at                       
Prince of Peace and from their school music                                 
programs.  It is now time to grow our program to match 
their growth  by challenging them musically... I have 
always found that the success of a children's music                   
program really floats on "parent-power" that is, through 
encouragement given through compliments to the 
children, and  support in helping them attend                     
rehearsal regularly, especially on the Sundays they will 
perform during the worship. I hope all adults in the                 
parish will give such support!  Another very important 
source of encouragement, especially in the formative 
years of the program, comes from older children — the 
4th, 5th, and 6th graders.  Their experience and their 
older, stronger voices are models for the younger                    
children.  Middle school youth can earn PEP points by 
participating.  

  

The  PoP Stars next project involves the children's               
participation in the Epiphany Crosslights pageant on 
Sunday, January 5, which closes the Twelve Days of 
the Christmas season.  It's a great time for children who 
haven't been participating to jump in as we start this 
new project.  Rehearsals are after church for 15-20                   
minutes in the "old" nursery. 

Youth News 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Thursday, November 7 at 7 PM – 

SOS For Parents: Vaping, Drugs & Technology 

Officer Jessica Smith will present information about 
what our kids are facing today regarding vaping, drugs  
& technology.   

Join us to hear what parents, caregivers, and those who 
work with youth need to know.  There will be a time for 
Q&A after the presentation. 

The presentation is open to the community and will be 
held in the gym, so please share the event!   

 

Saturday, November  23  

Baking Party! (Dairy 
Free) Bake & Set Up                      

for Bake Sale 

Click here for the:                        
Baking Party Sign-Up 
(deadline: Nov. 17 or sign 

up in the Gathering Space) 

Time: TBD (flexible...  
Where: POP... can't beat 5 ovens 

 **This will be a DAIRY FREE baking party** 

We'll gather on Saturday to bake goodies for the bake 
sale on Sunday. The bake sale helps to fund our Shop 
& (not) Wrap, which is when we sponsor a couple of 
families at the YWCA for Christmas. 

 

Sunday, November  24  

Bake Sale and Shop & (not) Wrap (6th-12th grade)  

(Middle and High School Youth can all sell the baked 
goods before and after worship) 

Click here for the: Shop & (not) Wrap Sign-Up 
(deadline: Nov. 17 or sign up in the Gathering Space) 

When: after worship 
Time: 11:45 - ~3 PM 
Lunch provided after worship, then shopping at             
Meijer. Back to POP to sort & box gifts... then done! 
Invite your friends! 

 
Sunday, December 8  

Peace Kids:                                                                        
Anti-Bullying Workshop with Mike Whately 

We’ll have a light lunch after worship, and then learn 
how to handle bullying, and how to be a good friend to 

all!  (see Mike’s article on page 2 for more information.) 

Peace Kids!   

https://forms.gle/PGVoV159aZJD8XoFA
https://forms.gle/LDdwV5QurN4SHMZT7
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Thank You’s 

Synod Prayer Partners 

If you would like to sign the letter you will find it in the 

Gathering Space next to the table sign:                                        

SYNOD PRAYER LETTER. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO OTHERS 

 Thank you so much for your kind donations of                  

Welcome Baskets for our foster youth. The youth feel 

so welcomed when they first arrive and are given 

one of these baskets. Thank you for helping to make 

this change a little easier for them. Thank you for all                

you to do impact our community along with                       

Samaritas. God Blessings.  — Carrey Weidenaar 

and the IL Plus Program 

 Your recent food donations are helping local families 

in a very real, very important way. Thank you for 

your donation of 38 lbs of food to Kalamazoo 

Loaves and Fishes hunger-relief programs. The 

food items that you donated are distributed to our 

pantries and they fill the cupboards of so many 

families in Kalamazoo County.                                                   

— Jennifer Johnson, Executive Director 

Monday, November 11 

Council Corner 

POP FALL CLEAN-UP DAY 

On Saturday, November 9th, 

from 8:30 AM - Noon (rain 

date: Saturday, November 16),  

Enjoy some donuts and cider on a 

refreshing Pure Michigan fall day. 

Please bring leaf blowers, rakes, weeding tools, tarps and 

gloves. And yes, this is an excellent PEP point earning 

opportunity for our youth!  Many hands make light work, 

Hope to see you there!  

 In September, we had an income of $33,949 
and expenses of $27,154, which gives us a 
monthly overage of $ 6,795. Our year to date 
overage is $21, 363. 

 We heard about how the Summer Evening 
Prayer and Praise Service was received. Overall, 
it was received well and we plan to do it again 
next summer. 

 We heard a proposal to create a new support 
position for the Children, Youth, and Family 
Minister. 

 

If you have any questions, please see any of the council 
members or see the minutes posted on the Church 
Council board across from the library.  

Daylight Saving Time 

ends on November 3. 

Set your clocks before 

you go to bed on                 

Saturday 11/2 
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Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING 

Good Samaritan - Jim & Anne Vogt                                    
Loaves and Fishes - Gail Hoover                                                 
ELCA World Hunger—  Joelyn Rich, Greg Visel,                   
Dale & Micki Holder, Diane Snyder, Joyce Stout,                  
Brian & Karen DeVries, Bev Schmidt,                                                    
Bob & Carla Hannemann, Randy & Marilyn Lund                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Lutheran Disaster– Diane Snyder                                                     

October Attendance:    

 10/6 223 1st Communion Sunday  

 10/13 180    

 10/20 176   

 10/27 212 Confirmation/Reformation  
   Sunday 

General Fund  September 

 Contributions $   33,949

 Expenses $   27, 154

 Surplus/deficit $    6, 795 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Use this QR code to                                                                                

make your contribution to Prince of Peace.                                      

11/01  Rachel Laughlin 

11/04  Michael Barnett 

 Dave Jespersen 

11/05  Randy Lund 

 Gloria Beatty 

11/07  Anna DeRango 

 Lee Banitt 

11/08  Tonya Albregts-Klemm

 Maisie Grella 

11/09  John Gallagher 

 Ashley Super 

11/10  Claudia Lee 

11/11  Kelsey Steele 

11/12  Ron Leversee 

 Diane Snyder 

11/13  Julie Wentzel 

 Jason Davis 

 Barbara VanRenterghem 

11/14  Chuck Christianson 

11/15  Tom Palarz 

11/17  Jane Knuth 

 

11/18  Carol Padley

 Bob Knapp 

11/20  Marty Pone

 Noah Ottesen 

11/21  T  J Kana'an

 Don Eklov

 Adam Prior

 Nancy Pederson

 Lisa Creed

 Sharon Umberger 

11/24  Brooke Leversee

 Tyler Leversee 

 

11/27  Ashley Allen

 Sherry Myers

 Alora Graham 

11/28  Diane Wilke-Karna 

11/29  Karen Josuns  

 Laila Poisson 

11/30  Ben Seguin

 Carolyn Anderson 

Anniversaries 

Angela and Patrick Dumler  11/11 

Dennis and Betsy Stalker  11/21 

Mike and Sherry Myers  11/22 

Lukas and Cate Pederson  11/24 

Ron and Erin Leversee  11/27 
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery TOPS—Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 

WMU—Western Michigan University  

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

269/343-3453 

www.popportage.org 

Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA  


