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Pastor’s Page 

Churchwide Assembly 2019: We Are Church 

I will be travelling to Milwaukee, WI, August 5-10,                                                                                   
as a voting member of the 2019 Churchwide Assembly. 

 

 Our denomination, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), is 
organized into three expressions: congregations, synods, and churchwide. Prince of 
Peace is a congregation. Members elect council people and to call a pastor/hire staff to 
lead the work of the church at this level. Individuals and families give money to the 
congregation to support the work we do. We meet once a year to set a budget and make 
other big decisions as a congregation. 

 We are also part of a geographic region of the church called a synod – ours is 
the North/West Lower Michigan Synod. It is led by a bishop, a staff, a synod council, 
and various synod committee leaders. Once a year we gather at a synod assembly two 
lay members from each congregation as well as all the rostered ministers (pastors and 
deacons) to conduct the business of the synod – setting a budget, electing a bishop 
every six years, and setting goals for ministry. Congregations give money to the synod 
to support their work. 

 The national expression of the denomination, known as churchwide, meets in 
assembly with voting members from all 65 synods every three years to conduct                 
business.  It is led by the presiding bishop, a staff, a council, and various committees 
and task forces. Synods give money to churchwide to support their work. 

 Churchwide assembly is the event I am attending this year. We will hear                  
reports and review the work of Churchwide officers, leaders, and units; receive and 
consider proposals from synod assemblies; elect officers, board member and other 
leaders; establish ELCA Churchwide policy; worship together; and adopt a budget. This 
is holy, Spirit-led work and I ask that you pray for me while I am there. Send me an                 
e-mail, text, or FB message while I’m away to let me know you’re praying for me, and 
I’ll bring you some assembly swag when I return. 

 Holy and Ever-living God, we lift to you those who are gathering at the ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly this week. Inspire the celebration of your varied works 
throughout the church. Instill your peace in the midst of the work you have called us 
to and the deliberations that will take place. Shape the work of the church according 
to your will for the whole world. Amen. 

 

You can learn more about the assembly and the work I’ll be doing on the ELCA website: 
www.elca.org/churchwideassembly 

Some elements of the assembly, such as worship and plenary sessions will be live 
streamed. You can find information for live streaming and a schedule of events                            

on the website above. 

 
I look forward to sharing my experiences with you all            
when I return!  
 
Shalom, Pastor Rachel 
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What’s Happening at POP! 

The quilters will meet                                
on August 20. 

Call Sandy Williams at 762-4138 or                 
Annette Smith at 327-4291 if you have 
any questions.  

Mid Week Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.                  
They are using the Augsburg 
Adult Study. This quarter the                       
focus is Living in Covenant.  

Potluck/Bunko  August 13 12:30 p.m. 

Other years we’ve cancelled August, but since the           
snowbirds are back, we had a huge group (16) in July,       
so will have Bunko in August. Plus we have had 3 new  
ladies the last 2 times.                  Carla Hannemann 

PRAYER SHAWLS MINISTRY 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group starts                       
Tuesday, September 3.                                                                  

We always welcome new members 

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH 

We meet the third Tuesday, 11:45 a.m., at various                      

restaurants for food and fellowship.                                       

All women are welcome.   

August 20  Latitude 42 Brew                                                

  6101 W Main  Rd, Kalamazoo 

Sanctuary Flowers for August 

Given by:                       
Ken & Kim Tabor– in honor of  their 
20th Wedding Anniversary                                  
Gail Hoover— in memory of                      
Geoff Hoover’s birthday on August 8

                              
Flower Sign-up:                                       

Anyone who wishes to recognize a special occasion or in 
remembrance of someone may contribute toward the 
monthly flowers and all will be recognized in the           
Peace Proclamations and newsletter.                                                       
We need a minimum of five people to sign-up,                          
contributing $10 to cover the cost of the flowers.         

Sign up for September!  

NEWS from the                   

PRINCE OF PEACE                        

Women of the ELCA 

Ruth Circle is composed of a group of women who gather 

once a month for fellowship, share a light snack followed 

with a Bible study as printed in the Gather magazine, a 

publication of the Women of the ELCA.   

All women are invited to attend.  Ruth Circle meets the 

fourth Monday of the month at church, except for                 

December and the three summer months.  

Any questions you have, feel free to call Claudia Blahnik 

(269-375-6907 or 269-352-7430.     

Come and join our Women’s Small Group                       
in September!! 

 We study and ponder how as Christian women we can 
continue to grow and use our gifts and talents in today’s 
world via Christian books and scripture. We meet the 2nd 
and 4th Monday evenings at 7 pm in the high school 
room. This summer we have been reading A Year of              
Biblical Womanhood by Rachael Held Evans, which will 
be discussed on September 9!! Next, we will read and 
discuss A Lineage of Grace by Francine Rivers, which will 
take multiple sessions.  These texts are available online 
via Amazon or Barnes and Noble and at the Kalamazoo 
and Portage Public Libraries either hardcover books or 
electronically. We would love to have you join us!! 

Book Club  

Next meeting on Sept 18 at 10:00 am. 

September:  Fly Girls by Keith O’Brien 

In the 1920’s and 1930’s flying was very 

dangerous.  The wooden and fabric 

planes often fell apart in the air, control 

sticks stuck, and engines stopped.               

This book is about some of the brave 

women who  successfully flew and set 

records in spite of these difficulties. 

They also had to   overcome prejudices 

that women faced when attempting to do things that 

many thought women could or should not do.  Women 

including the famous Amelia Earhart and not so famous 

Ruth Elder, Ruth Nichols and Louise Thaden among           

others attempted to fly across the Atlantic and entered 

races competing against each other and men.  Fly Girls is 

a story of their successes and failures.  
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More of What’s Happening @ POP! 

Social Concerns 

Here’s our schedule for the afternoon: 

Sloppy Joe lunch for everyone (even if you can’t 

stay for GWOH, have a little lunch), provided by the  

Fellowship Team. 

Service Projects this year include: 

Taking place in the Gym 

1. 300 LWR Health Kits 

2. 180 LWR School Backpacks 

3. Plyarning 

4. Box making 

Kitchen 

5. Meals (for shut-ins, funerals, etc.)  

Lounge 

6. Quilting 

Hallway 

7. Project Connect Preparation 

8. Refugee Closet 

9. Jubilee garden behind back parking lot      

 (change of  clothes needed) 

Social Concerns GWOH Day- 

God’s Work. Our Hands. Day is soon approaching.                 

I know it doesn’t seem like a year has gone by. 

For those of you new to this day, GWOH's are busy all over 

America at ELCA. It's our opportunity to lead all of our 

brothers and sisters by serving in name of Jesus. 

Save the Date - September 8                                                   

Right after church service the fun begins! 

All service are on campus and, again, are to serve others, 

not Prince of Peace's needs. 

Sign up sheets will be available in the Space soon. There is 

something for and every age to work on. Bring little ones, 

friends and neighbors too. It is a family event. 

FYI - All your donated towels, soap, etc and supplies will 

be used today! 

 

 

 

Worship in the Park & Picnic                                         
Sunday, August 18, 11 a.m. 

Join us for worship at Flesher Field on 
Sunday, August 18, at 11 a.m.                  
Worship will be followed by a picnic.               
We will provide hot dogs, buns, chips, 

water, lemonade, condiments and paper products,                           
including silverware.  Everyone should plan to bring a dish 
to pass, either a salad or veggies, fruit or dessert.  If you 
cannot, or do not wish to eat a hot dog, please bring                    
something different or enjoy all the yummy side dishes. 

 

Please bring lawn chairs or a blanket for worship.  In the 
event of inclement weather, we will have worship at Prince 
of Peace at 11 and a picnic in the gym. 

 

Flesher Field is on 9th Street, just north of I-94, (3664 S. 
9th Street, Kalamazoo).  We’ll have a sign along the                  
roadside. 

Prince of Peace and Messiah Lutheran have reserved 88 
seats for the New Vic Theatre’s production of                                       

A Christmas Carol on                                                                 
Thursday, December 19, at 8 p.m.         

                                                                                               
Tickets are $28 each and checks should be made payable 
to Prince of Peace with “Christmas Carol” on the memo 
line.  Our final count and payment is due November 1,  
so check your calendars and sign up soon to reserve your 
seat. 

This is the 40th Anniversary of Ted Kistler's adaptation of 
Charles Dicken's classic A Christmas Carol.  
This production has become an annual tradition for many 
and has the reputation of being impossible to get into. 
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This and That 

VBS  

Who is My Neighbor? 

             

Monday, August 12  through                      
Thursday, August 15 

Dinner – 5:30 – 6:15 PM  

VBS Program – 6:15 – 8:00 PM  

 

VBS is also an incredible way to earn a crazy 
amount of PEP points!!!       

                                                         

High School Basketball Tournament                                                
August 7 at 4pm   

                                                                               
A three on three tournament and taco bar.                                    

Youth are to RSVP to ClaudiaLee.  

August POP Talks 

Aug 4  -  We Are the Church 

Talk with Pastor Rachel about what it means to be part 
of the ELCA. Learn what she’ll be doing at Churchwide 
assembly Aug. 5-9. Ask questions about the ministries 
of our congregation, synod, and churchwide                            
expressions. 

Aug 11 -  Shine On Malawi POP Talk 

Sarah and Derek  Stepanski  will share stories and     
pictures of their trip to Malawi to visit the children that 
are part of Shine On Malawi’s new feeding program! 

 

Mitten Kids – Sunday, August 18 @ 3pm 

Mitten Kids is a space for elementary kids from across 
the Kalamazoo conference to meet each other and             
begin building relationships and to see themselves as 
part of the ELCA presence in our area, as well as an 
opportunity for them to witness the collaboration of 
their leaders. We will play games, make prayer cubes to 
take home, enjoy a snack, and decorate quilt squares 
that will be made into quilts for new seminarians as a 
gift from the children of our synod. 

Thank You’s 

Synod Prayer Partners 

If you would like to sign the letter you will find it in the 

Gathering Space next to the table sign:                                        

SYNOD PRAYER LETTER. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO OTHERS 

 Thank you so much for your generous contribution 

to the Portage Community Center for help with 

our emergency assistance programs.  Did you know 

the Portage Community Center has a 42 year history 

of serving as a point of entry for people living in our 

community? — Chris Buckley, Executive Director  

 Thank you for your generous gift to Ministry with 

Community, Kalamazoo’s only daytime shelter 

and resource center open to everyone who comes in 

our doors. You gave in part because you know the            

difference it makes in someone’s life, and we are full 

of gratitude  for your generosity and care for others     

— Kelly Henderson, Executive Director 

 It is so heartening when the generosity of a donor 

helps us put meals on the table of children and their 

families who would otherwise go hungry. Please 

know how grateful we are for your ongoing support 

of Kalamazoo Loaves and Fishes hunger-relief 

programs. Your monetary gift will help us keep our 

shelves full during our busiest time of year. Your         

54 lbs. of food are already donated to our pantries.                                                  

— Jennifer Johnson, Executive Director 



 

5  

Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING 

Good Samaritan - Jim & Anne Vogt                                    
Loaves and Fishes - Gail Hoover                                                                                                                         
ELCA World Hunger—  Dale & Micki Holder,            
John & Gloria Beatty, Larry Wentzel, Bev Schmidt                                                                                                                                
Brian & Karen DeVries, Bob & Carla Hannemann,                
Peter & Tammy Olsen, Rod Hokenson, Diane Snyder                
Lutheran Disaster– Diane Snyder, Kay Kincaid,                     
Rod & Helen Hokenson                                                                               

July  Attendance:    

 7/7 142  evening:    22 

 7/14 133    15  

 7/21 143  No evening service 

 7/28 109      8 

General Fund  June 

 Contributions $   35, 585

 Expenses $ (35, 130)

 Surplus/deficit $         455 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Use this QR code to                                                                                

make your contribution to Prince of Peace.                                      

8/1  Jean Darling 

 Jacob Howes

 Mitchell Kalleward

 Sharin Noall  

8/2  Danielle Rieck  

8/4  Jessica Ruckstaetter 

 Troy Swodzinski 

 Pam Timm  

8/5  Sara Cruchelow  

8/6  Sarah Lindmark 

 Roy Weber 

  

8/7  Joyce Hare 

 Eleanor Ross  

8/8  Don Bennett  

8/10  Ron Schuen  

8/11  Halie Dionne  

8/12  Rob Bauckham  

8/14  David Flagler

 Dwain Leaser  

8/15  Marlowe Crocker  

 

8/17  Daniel Lassila 

 Katie McManus 

 Zoey Roberts   

8/18  Steve Creed   

8/19  Kenneth Louder   

8/21  Matthew Williams 

 Michael Williams   

8/22  Duane Bushfield   

8/23  Amanda Bischof 

 Dave Snyder

   

 

8/24  Dennis McCrumb  

8/26  Tara Swodzinski  

8/28  Noah Gatz  

8/30  Marti Haug 

Anniversaries 

Bill & Sharon Umberger 8/1                                               

Jason & Mina French 8/2                                               

Chuck & Jan Christianson 8/3                                               

Mike & Beth Whately 8/4                                         

Lee & Darcy Banitt  8/6                                      

Charles & Joan Ford 8/6                                   

Mark & Mary Clyne  8/9                                        

Mike & Heather Girand 8/9                                                 

Dantar & Kathey Oosterwal 8/10                                                       

Jim & Anne Vogt  8/11                         

Larry & Julie Wentzel 8/12                                       

Jeremy & Kristie Zimmerman 8/12                                                 

Dale & Yvonne Gatz  8/15                                               

James & Jerilyn Johnston 8/16                                             

Marlowe & Diane Crocker 8/17                                                   

Ray & Linda Isakson 8/17                                               

Dave & Cheri Jespersen 8/18                                          

John & Christine Thommen 8/18                                                  

Don & Kathy Eklov  8/19                                                         

Dick & Patt Hewitt  8/19                                               

Jerry & Kay Spade  8/19                                           

Joel & Donna Pennington 8/22                                              

Brian & Michelle McManus 8/28                                                  

David & Valerie Flagler 8/29                                                     

Eric & Michelle Nitz  8/29 

August 7 
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery TOPS—Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 

WMU—Western Michigan University  

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

269/343-3453 

www.popportage.org 

Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA  


