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“Touched by                         

the Gospel,                         

we seek to be                  

instruments of                  

God’s Peace,                    

for the sake                             

of the world.” 
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Prince of Peace is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). We are part of the geographic region known as the North/West Lower              
Michigan (NWLM) Synod, which covers all of the Lower Peninsula except for the 10 
counties around Detroit. We are connected to millions of Lutherans in thousands of 
congregations all over the country through these relationships and are blessed to be 
able to participate in God’s word on local, state, national, and global levels through 
these partnerships. You can learn more about the ministry that happens in the synod 
on the website: www.mittensynod.org or about the work of the ELCA at www.elca.org. 

 
This month Youth Minister Megan and I, along with Bridget Whately and one of our 
Matrix interns, Kayla Kennedy, will be attending our annual synod assembly. This 
event is an opportunity for voting members from each of the 115 congregations in our 
synod to gather for worship, education, and business. This year we have the important 
task of electing (or re-electing) a bishop. I ask for your prayers as we help discern God’s 
will for our synod’s leadership for the next six years. We will also approve the synod’s 
budget and clergy compensation guidelines for upcoming year. 

 
I have been involved with the synod’s worship planning team for the past nine years, 
six of those years as chair of the committee. Worship at assembly is always a highlight 
of my year. It is wonderful to hear so many faithful voices raised in song and prayer 
from all over Michigan! It reminds me that we are never alone in following God’s call to 
love and serve our neighbors. I also enjoy meeting people from around the synod and 
hearing what God is doing in their congregations and communities. It is fun to put 
names and faces with those congregations we pray for each Sunday! 

 
Assembly isn’t the only way we get to connect with our fellow Michigan Lutherans –  
the synod staff offers educational opportunities throughout the year for pastors and lay 
people alike. There are day-long retreats for lay leaders who want to learn more about 
their roles in the congregation, a three year deep-dive into theology and spirituality 
called “Equipping Leaders for Mission and Ministry,” and occasional mission trip                
opportunities to visit our partner synods in Honduras. Matrix Campus Ministry and 
Living Water Ministries receive funding from the synod 
and so do many other ministry programs around the 
state. And, synod staff work hard to help congregations 
and pastors in transition through the call process. as you 
may remember from two years ago when I became your 
pastor.  

 
We are church together, our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton reminds us. (She’s the bishop in charge of the 
whole ELCA.) This month, take a moment to learn more 
about your siblings in Christ and all the ways we are 
connected to one another! 

 
Shalom, 

 
Pastor Rachel 
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The office will be closed                                 
Monday, May 27                          
in observance of                   
Memorial Day.                         

What’s Happening at POP! 

Are you stressed and need to relax? 

Power of Breath class meets on Wednesdays from                    
7:30 to 8:30 pm.  Come try it out.                                                 

Questions? Call Carolyn Selby   269/327-9949 

BUNKO & POTLUCK 

Our next event is Tuesday, May 14 at 12:30.  

Just bring what you want.  Please sign up in the                  
Gathering Area.  Come and join this group for an                 
afternoon of fun and fellowship. 

 WOMEN’S SMALL GROUP                                                   
Join us May 6, 7 pm, high school room, for our final 
session discussing ways to take care of the earth led by 
Kristine Pioch based on a movement, 1 Million Women, 
introduced by Mary Robinson, former president of                
Ireland. 

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH 

We meet the third Tuesday, 11:45 a.m., at various                      

restaurants for food and fellowship.                                       

All women are welcome.   

May 21   Olde Peninsula Brewpub                                                     

  200 E Michigan, Kalamazoo 

Sanctuary Flowers for May                                                         
Given by:    Bob & Carla Hannemann in honor of their 
57th wedding anniversary on May 26.                                        

Flower Sign-up:                                       

Anyone who wishes to recognize a    
special occasion or in remembrance of 
someone may  contribute toward the 
monthly flowers and all will be                  
recognized in the Peace                     
Proclamations and newsletter.              
We need a minimum of five people to sign-up,                          
contributing $10 to cover the cost of the flowers.             
Our tradition of  delivering plants to shut-ins will      
continue.                     Sign up for June!  

Kleinstuck Preserve               
Walk with PMac, May 11          

2-4 p.m.                                                                                        
(Rain date: May 18),  

Paul MacNellis has offered to conduct a walking tour of 
the Kleinstuck Preserve with families and adults.                   
He will talk about having a vibrant preserve in a                     
predominantly urban area.  He’ll explain about the              
animals who live there and work of the “Stewards of 
Kleinstuck.”  He’ll help everyone identify invasive                 
species (plants) and perhaps have everyone help pull a 
little garlic mustard.  He recommends that everyone 
wear long pants and closed toe shoes.  Please meet    
behind the YMCA on Maple Street near the tennis 
courts. 

Garage Sale (June 8):  
Plans continue to have an 

indoor garage sale on                
Saturday, June 8, with     

set-up on June 7.      

 

The Fellowship Committee will meet again in May to 

iron out details. 

May means it is time to plant in the Jubilee                    
Vegetable Garden behind the church.  
This year we will be planting  cucumbers, 
carrots, turnips from seed and planting 
cherry tomatoes, zucchini, yellow squash, 
and kale from transplants.                       
We will be planting after church on                  
May 19th, weather permitting. If you 
would like to help out bring gloves, if you 
wish, and shoes or boots you would wear 
in soft soil as the garden will be tilled                  
before planting. All other tools will be 
provided.                                                                            

If you have any questions contact Mark Clyne. 

The SPRING WORK DAY is scheduled 
for Saturday May 11th starting at 8am 
until noon.                                                                           
We will be cleaning up the property after 
the long winter. We have several projects 
that we hope to work on, so it'll be all 
hands on deck. Bring your rakes, gloves 
and a shovel if you have them. Thanks! 
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More of What’s Happening @ POP! 

Mid Week Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.                  
They are using the Augsburg 
Adult Study. This quarter the                       
focus is Discipleship and Mission.  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group meets the first 
Tuesday of the month. Shawls are delivered to the sick                
& the grieving. We welcome new members. Questions?                         
Call Dianne, 323-9392 or Claudia, 375-6907 

Quilters Needed!! 

Join the Prince of Peace Quilters for a               
productive year of quilt making for                             
Lutheran World Relief.   We meet the 
1st Tuesday and the  3rd Monday of  
the month.  We need people all during 

the year to make the year productive. Join us in April on: 
Tuesday,  May  7 and Monday, May 20.                    

As Pastor Rachel said "if you can tie your shoe you can 
quilt".   The fellowship is great too!                               

Book Club  

We meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month 

Educated by Tara Westover 

This book is the gripping, disturbing and 
compelling memoir of Tara Westover who 
grew up in Idaho where instead of                     
attending school, she had to help her                 
father on the farm, salvage scrap metal 
and help her mother collect herbs.  She 
grew up preparing for the “Days of                  
Abomination” when the world of men 

would fail.  School was a ploy by the government to lead 
children away from God.  The youngest of 7 children, 
Tara is a tough young woman who suffered emotional 
and physical abuse which she overcame by breaking away 
from her family.  At age 17 she finally began her formal 
education. Now she is a successful writer. Her story is a 
New York Times best seller and named one of the 10 best 
books of 2018. 

Beyond Access  

Join us for an afternoon of                                   
conversation about what it means                       

to be a truly welcoming and inclusive                 
community, especially for those of                      

differing abilities. Part of the afternoon             
will focus on our building and how we can               

ensure our physical space is                        
accessible to people of all abilities.                    
Part of the afternoon will focus on                 

considering how we can worship, eat, 
play, and serve together in ways that are 

open to and inclusive of all people. 

Sarah Mayer-Flatt Bio: 

She is an ordained pastor in the ELCA.  
She has lived with a physical disability, a 
result from a chemotherapy allergy, since 
she was 4 years old. Growing up in the 
church, Pastor Sarah has experienced both                      
inclusion and exclusion due to physical   
access and the welcoming of a congrega-
tion, all as a part of being a pastor's kid 
and eventual pastor herself. She sees              
herself as a fierce advocate for those on the 
margins, and loves to break open Scripture 
with all types of people. Pastor Sarah has 
worked with The tAble, a pre-event to the 
National Youth Gathering for youth with 
disabilities for over a decade. 

Beyond Access     

Diversity Awareness Training 

 Saturday, May 11    1 PM – 4 PM                Facilitator: Sarah Mayer-Flatt 
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Congratulations to Dick Hewitt!! 

This year’s recipient Richard “Dick” Hewitt is a Portage 

resident and proud WMU alum with undergraduate and 

graduate degrees in Sociology, Personnel & Counseling.  

Dick has applied this education to benefit the Portage 

community for many years, counseling our youth for 

many years through numerous avenues such as the             

Portage Police Department, his longtime membership at 

Prince of Peace Church and his involvement in Boy 

Scouts of America.  His support of scouting runs deep as 

a longtime Cub Scout leader and Scoutmaster for Boy 

Scout Troop 287 in Portage, as well as a Board Member 

for two Boy Scout Council Board of Directors.  His 

unique set of skills were put to the test in 2018 when he 

was able to counsel family, leaders and scouts after the 

accidental death of a scout on a camping trip. Dick has 

also been instrumental in the development of Matrix 

Campus Ministry, an innovative new approach to devel-

oping youth ministry. 

Dick and his wife Patt have lived in Portage for 50 years 

and raised three children who attended Portage Public 

Schools and were involved with scouting.  This allowed 

Dick the opportunity to become one of the first men ever 

trained as a Girl Scout leader to lead his two daughters’ 

scouting experience.  He is also a member of the National 

Diabetes Association Board of Directors and works to 

increase Diabetes awareness.  In his spare time, Dick is a 

Master Gardener and an advocate for gardening and 

ecology, as well as a regular at his beloved Detroit Tigers’ 

Fantasy Camp. 

2019 Community Service Award recipient Dick Hewitt 

was nominated by Portage Rotarian Past President 

Randy Orwig and will be donating the $500 charitable 

gift that accompanies this award to Matrix Campus           

Ministry. 

PORTAGE ROTARY 28TH COMMUNITY                  
SERVICE AWARD WINNER IS: 

DICK HEWITT 
Portage, Michigan, April 1, 2019:                                                

The Rotary Club of Portage, 

Michigan will celebrate its 28h 

Community Service Award at 

its regular weekly meeting on 

Wednesday, April 17, at the 

Portage Senior Center.  This 

prestigious Community Service 

Award was first granted in 

1992 when the Portage Rotary 

Club sought to identify those individuals who have             

dedicated their lives to community service and, in doing 

so, have made Portage and the Greater Kalamazoo area a 

better place to live for all its residents.  Nominations are 

generated by Portage Rotarians, with a committee and 

ultimately the Club’s Board of Directors approving of the 

annual selection. 

For the past 27 years, the award recipients have               

represented what is best about our community through 

action and service.  The list of prior recipients includes 

Patricia Dolan (1992), Robert VanderRoest (1993), Gayl 

Werme (1994), Donald Overlander (1995), Betty Lee 

Ongley (1996), Jim Pellowe (1997), N. Lorraine Beebe 

(1998), Romeo Phillips (1999), Freeman Russell (2000), 

Nancy Jean (2001), Georgia Vavra (2002), Pete                

Marsiglia (2003), M. Denise Clegg (2004), Bob Borsos 

(2005), Judy Acker-Smith (2006), Art Roberts (2007), 

Ted Vliek, Sr. (2008), Paul Wartner (2009), John 

Kounelis (2010), Allan Reiff (2011), Shirley Johnson 

(2012), Norman Braksick (2013), Tom Eddy (2014), Jay 

Sherwood (2015), Diane Schrock (2016), Stephen Rodia 

(2017) and Nancy Ray (2018). 

Women of the Bible    Artist: Luba Lukova 

     On display in the Gathering Space. 

Women play in integral role in the life, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus. They bear witness to his suffering and death and are 

the first to proclaim the joy  of the resurrection. Sometimes 

women’s stories in scripture are glossed over or half-hidden 

within the stories of their husbands, brothers, and sons. In this 

exhibit we have highlighted twelve images of women from both 

testaments of the Bible – they are mothers, prophets,                

daughters, apostles, and witnesses. We invite you to spend 

time this Easter season taking a closer look at these women 

and their  stories. See brochure in Gathering Space for more 

information about this exhibit. 

This and That 
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VBS – Save the Date!   

 2019 Theme:                                
Who is My Neighbor? 

             

            As you make your 
summer plans, be sure to put 

VBS on your calendar!  We 
run our VBS in the evening, 
family style! (That means 

parents, or grandparents, or 
other special adults can               

participate with the kids.)                     
Be sure to invite your friends 

to come too! 

When: Monday, August 12 – Thursday, August 15 

Time:   Dinner – 5:30 – 6:15 PM  

            VBS Program – 6:15 – 8:00 PM  

 

VBS is also an incredible way to earn a crazy 
amount of PEP points!!! 

Children, Youth and Family News 

           2nd – 5th Graders…                                                         
You are invited to an artistic adventure!  

            Join us as we visit the workshop of local artist,           
Gloria Badiner on Sunday, May 5, from 2-4 PM.  (Meet at 
POP at 1:30 PM to carpool.) 

            She will guide us in making fused glass night 
lights!  This fun youth event is for kids in 2nd-5th grade 
(2nd-3rd graders might need a parent to come help 
them).  Kids participating without a parent will need a 
completed permission slip, which will be emailed out 
later. 

            The cost is $15 per child, and space is limited to 
20, so please sign up to secure your spot! 

Date: May 5, 2019 

Cost: $15 per participant 

Location: Art & Artifacts Glass Studio, 
27326 Co Rd 364, Mattawan, MI  49071 

 

 

 

 

NEWS from the                   

PRINCE OF PEACE                        

Women of the ELCA 

Ruth Circle is composed of a group of women who 

gather once a month for fellowship, share a light snack 

followed with a Bible study as printed in the Gather 

magazine, a publication of the Women of the ELCA.   

All women are invited to attend.  Ruth Circle meets the 

fourth Monday of the month at church, except for                 

December and the three summer months.  

Any questions you have, feel free to call Claudia 

Blahnik (269-375-6907 or 269-352-7430.      

The next meeting is Monday, May 20 AT 

9:30AM.   Pastor will lead the discussion.      

JOIN US!                                     

Worship Training 
Workshop   

Sunday, May 5 

If you ever wondered 
about becoming an usher, sound tech, greeter, reader, 
communion  assistant, worship assistant, or altar guild 

member, here’s your chance.                                                             
There is no commitment, just an opportunity for you to 

learn more about what is involved.                                                       
Information about the next Worship Training                                

All sessions will be offered twice except for the Sound 
Techs, so you may attend more than one.  

 Please consider joining us to learn about                        
how you can serve.  

A light lunch will be provided.  

More of This and That 
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Thank You’s 

Synod Prayer Partners 

If you would like to sign the letter you will find it in the 

Gathering Space next to the table sign:                                        

SYNOD PRAYER LETTER. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO OTHERS 

 Thank you very much for your continuing               

partnership with Samaritas. Your financial gifts  

empowered us to transform 16,000 lives for the             

better.  Together, we are there  for our most                                  

vulnerable neighbors, loving them through our             

common acts of service                                                                   

— Kelli Dobner, Chief Advancement Officer      

Dear Members at Prince of Peace: 
 
Thanks so much for the beautiful flowers delivered to 
our door on Sunday.  I appreciate the prayers and 
thoughts that accompany them and I am reminded of 
them as we continue to enjoy the plant. 
 
Sincerely, 
Pastor Tom Pederson 

Thank you to Steve Haddix who set up and tore down 
tables and chairs countless times in the gym, sanctuary 
and gathering space.  We also thank all of the volunteers 
who just pitch in to help with these transformations so 
rooms are ready for the next group or next service. 

 

Thank you to Megan Floyd and all her many kitchen 
helpers who organized, served and cleaned up a                  
wonderful Easter Breakfast.  Which leads us to a thank 
you to all those who contributed food for the breakfast. 
Thank you to Laurel Hopper for decorating the gym to 
make it beautiful and festive for the breakfast. 

 

Thank you to Tamara Preston and Mike Whately for  
securing many, many volunteers to serve during worship 
at this very busy time and supporting them.  And, to 
Tamara for her patience and her efficiency preparing 
and proofing six bulletins from Palm Sunday through 
Easter Sunday! 

 

Which leads to a major thank you to all the volunteers 
who served as ushers, sound techs, greeters, welcome 
table greeters, acolytes, readers, worship assistants,            
sacristy assistants, communion assistants and altar guild 
members. 

 

Support from Zion Lutheran Church for supplies – 
Cindy Krill, liaison, Sandy & Don Bennett, Shady Lady 
Plant Interiors and especially – Gail & Paul MacNellis.  

LENT AND HOLY WEEK THANK YOUS! 

Where to begin?  There are so many people who                                    
contributed to making this most holy season meaningful.                   
If we missed anyone it was unintentional. 

 

First and foremost, we thank Pastor Rachel for leading us in 
worship for five Wednesdays during Lent and five services 
during Holy Week and Easter!  We are so blessed to have 
her pastoral leadership. 

 

Thank you to Carla Hannemann, Christine Bigelow and 
Dianne Hellman and the kitchen crew, the soup and bread 
makers, for providing wonderful soup suppers and fellow-
ship before worship on the five Wednesdays during Lent. 

 

Thank you to Janet Hill and Scottie Walker and all the        
musicians who helped lead worship. 

 

Thank you to our wonderful participants in the Palm     
Sunday dramatic reading, Cry of the Whole Congregation, 
including readers:  John Brown, Laurie Brown, Sabrina 
Floyd and Steve Pendziszewski; dancer Beth Whately;     
soloist   Pastor; drummer Scottie Walker; and organist 
Janet Hill. 

 

Thank you to Jeanette Field and Laurel Hopper for                
beautiful and meaningful enhancements in our sanctuary 
and gathering space.  If you have never helped before; 
Jeanette, Laurel and their small group of helpers spend 
countless hours hanging art, banners and placing flowers 
during Lent and Holy Week. The helpers include:                       
Joanne Preston, Laura & Harper Bovenkerk, Joyce Hare,                                                   
Jean & Dennis Darling, Claudia Blahnik, Paul Guthrie,              
Bev Schmidt  & floral designers, Sharon Yantis &                       
Dorothy Hochmuth. 
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Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING 

Good Samaritan - Jim & Anne Vogt                                    
Loaves and Fishes - Gail Hoover                                                                                                                         
ELCA World Hunger—  Dale & Micki Holder,           
Joyce Stout, Diane Snyder, Brian & Karen DeVries,                     
John & Gloria Beatty, Greg & Chris Guthrie, Bev Schmidt,                                   
Bob & Carla Hannemman, Larry Wentzel,                                
Ray & Sandy Williams, Peter & Tammy Olsen                                                                                                                                        
Lutheran Disaster– Tamara Preston & Jim Morgan, 
Rod Hokenson                                                                               

April  Attendance:    

 4/7 158 End of Spring Break  

 4/14 253 Palm Sunday 

 4/21   77 8am Easter Sunday 

 4/21 347 10:30am Easter Sunday 

 4/28 165 

General Fund  March 

 Contributions $   40,085

 Expenses $ (37,213)

 Surplus/deficit $     2,871 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Use this QR code to                                                                                

make your contribution to Prince of Peace.                                      

5/1 Anne Clem  

 Angie Copeland  

5/2  Keegan Bierema 

 Lori Hannemann  

5/3  Kim Lawrence 

 Cassandra Pone  

5/4  Patt Hewitt  

5/5  Mark Clyne 

 Karen Douglass  

5/6  Alison Barnett  

5/7  John Ablao 

 Kim Tabor  

5/8  Camden Kalleward 

5/9  Matthew Dumler 

 Branden Palarz 

 Jason Scaglione 

 Serenity Shaw 

 Linda Smith  

5/10  Bill Baldwin 

 Russell Bishop 

 Laura MacNeill  

5/12  Paul Guthrie  

5/13  Hilde Thomssen  

 

5/14  Lucy (James) DeRango

 Jonathan Ottesen 

 Erin Smith 

 Sue Stapleton  

5/17  Erin Leversee 

 Zachary Tarpley 

 Cheryl Yingling  

5/19  Lukas Creed 

 Collin Stapleton-Reinhold  

5/20  Jim Timm   

5/23  Kara Floyd  

  

5/24  Justin Gatz 

 Greg Mickelson 

 Anders Palarz  

5/25  Carolyn Selby  

5/26  Tamara Preston  

5/28  Mary Armitage 

 Orville Smith  

5/29  Joyce Beak 

 Jill Williams  

5/30  Kendall Hannemann 

 

Don & Sandy Bennett  5/9 

Lisa & Peter Breneman Reed 5/11 

Bob & Terri Drafta  5/14 

Dean & Jane Knuth  5/14 

Stephen & Christine Bigelow 5/22 

Michael & Jill Williams  5/23 

Donald & Louise Berdahl  5/25 

Bob & Carla Hannemann  5/26 

Conrad & Dorothy Tisland  5/27 

Gary & Sara Krebill  5/28 

Anniversaries 
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery TOPS—Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

269/343-3453 

www.popportage.org 


