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“Touched by                         

the Gospel,                         

we seek to be                  

instruments of                  

God’s Peace,                    

for the sake                             

of the world.” 
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Pastor’s Page 

If you caught the POP News Network “broadcast” on our church Facebook 
page* on January 23, or if you’ve been looking at your February calendar        
recently, you’re probably aware that Lent is coming up very quickly this year. 

 

Lent is the season of the church year that takes us on a journey to the biggest 
celebration of all – Easter! It begins on Ash Wednesday (February 14, this year) 
when we remember that we are dust, and to dust we shall return. Traditionally, 
Lent is a time of fasting, repentance, and preparation for baptism. It is a               
solemn season. You may notice that worship feels a bit more subdued. We’ll be 
burying the word “Alleluia” on Transfiguration Sunday (2/11) and not using it 
again until Easter begins. 

 

We will also be holding special Wednesday evening services throughout this 
season. These services are extra opportunities to pause from your usual routine 
and spend time with God and your siblings in Christ. I am always refreshed and 
renewed by these services.  They help me quiet my busy mind and make time to 
focus on my faith – where it is growing, where it feels dry, and what needs 
more of my attention. It is easy to get distracted by life – even for us pastors. 
These midweek services help me reorient. Plus, I love the Holden Evening 
Prayer music we’ll be singing! 

 

We’ll gather at 6 PM for dinner and 7 PM for worship each Wednesday in 
Lent.**  This year our readings and reflections will point to what Mary says to 
the apostles after she goes to the empty tomb on Easter morning, “I have seen 
the Lord!”  Some of our members have agreed to share personal stories of 
where they have seen God at work in their lives and in the world around them. I 
look forward to hearing them and I hope you’ll join us! 

 

Shalom, 

 
Pastor Rachel 

 

*Find us on Facebook and you can enjoy weekly 
video announcements full of POPNN good news, 
too! Look for Prince of Peace, Portage, MI – ELCA. 
 

** Lord of Life Lutheran Church on Portage Road is offering Wednesday Lent 
lunches and worship on Feb. 21 and 28, soup lunch at 11:30 AM and worship at 
12:30 PM if driving at night isn’t your thing. 
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New members 

What’s Happening at POP! 

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH 

We meet the third Tuesday at 11:45 a.m., 

at various restaurants for                          

food and fellowship.                                            

All women are welcome.   

February 20 

     Havirmill Café,  KVCC 418 E. Walnut, Kalamazoo 

The quilters meet on                                 
Tuesday, February 6 at 9 am & Monday,                   
February 19 at 9 am in the Social Hall.   

Call Sandy Williams at 762-4138 or                 
Annette Smith at 327-4291 if you have any 
questions.  

Join the seniors!   

For pizza and bunko, February 13, 12:30 p.m.   

$5.00 per person.  See sign-up in the Gathering Space.  

Doris Bernlohr 

Doris was a member of Prince of Peace 

from 1976 through the early ‘90’s. She                

returns to us from Burlington, NC. Her 

daughter, Lisa Stucky, often fills in for 

Janet Hill.    

 

Bette MacKenzie 

I moved from Chicago, to Kentwood and to 

Portage in the last year and a half. I am a 

retired ELCA Associate in Ministry.                      

I’ve moved to Portage to be closer to my 

daughter & her family who live in                        

Mattawan. I have a daughter who lives in Asheville, NC &   

a son who lives in GR. I am a life-long Lutheran and look 

forward to being part of the Prince of Peace family. 

 

Tom & Sherri Webster 

Tom & Sherri come to us from 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa.                             

Tom works for American Axle 

Manufacturing. The have 3 

children, all who live                

elsewhere. Aryn, their son, lives in Alpena.                                 

Their daughters, Brandi & Sebrina, live in Oscoda &                         

Ft. Benning, GA, respectively.                                                                    

You will soon see Tom & Sherri in the Handbell choir.  

 

Please take time to seek out these new members 

and welcome them to the Prince of Peace family.  

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES  

FEBRUARY 14 

Join us at noon or                     

7:00 p.m.                                           

for our Ash Wednesday      

services. 

Lenten Soup Suppers and Worship starts 

Wednesday February 21!  

Soup Suppers at 6 p.m. with                  

worship Service at 7 p.m. 

Suppers and worship will                          

continue on                                                       

February 28 and March 7, 14 & 21. 

We still need people to sign up to cook and help.  

See sign up in the Gathering Space. 
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Jesus Christ Superstar 

Saturday, April 8, 2 pm 

We will order tickets for the                        
WMU Theatre production of                               

Jesus Christ Superstar.                                   
More details will be available in                     

February.   

 

Disney in Concert – The Jungle Book  

Saturday, May 26 @ 3 p.m. 

Join the Kalamazoo Symphony  Orchestra as they               
perform live the music of                        
Disney’s classic The Jungle Book 
while you enjoy the movie on the 
large screen. This animated, iconic 
film features the charming and                 
delightful score by the one and 
only George Bruns and  includes 
such beloved songs as                                          
“The Bare Necessities” and                          
“I Wan'na Be Like You”.       

This is a wonderful event for everyone.   

Tickets are $10 each. 

Fellowship Events 

Social Concerns 

 Social Concerns is happy to report that once again 
PoP was able to provide a dinner for the WMU Seita                
Students who remained in the dorms over the Holiday 
break.  Thank you to Joyce Stout for securing Thrivent 
funds and delivering Jimmy Johns to 25 college                        
students.  Thanks also to all of you who donated "snacks" 
for the break.  It was much appreciated by these special 
young adults. 

 Special thanks also to all who provided meals for 
WMU Campus Ministry during December.  Sheryl 
Swodzinski, again this year, organized and delivered the 
meals to the appreciative students.  Thank you Sheryl. 

 The 2018 Open Doors Men's Shelter Meal sign up 
sheet is now on the Sign Up Table in the Gathering Space. 
I hope you read Matt's story of how the Men's Shelter 

helped him to turn his life around in the January news-     
letter. Thanks to the 2017 meal providers; Julie Cartier, 
Sandy Foster, Diane Snyder, Kris Rieck, Sandy Bennett, 
Jack Jones, Matthew Lago, Micki Holder,                                  
Michelle Eldridge and Gail MacNellis. You are blessings. 

 Jessi Ruckstaetter and Lena Klemm will head up 
the PoP Plungers for the February 10 Special Olympics 
Polar Plunge Fund Raiser.  A brave High School team has 
been challenged by Jessi.  Look for donation collectors 
after church on Sunday.  A website where you can donate 
will also be available soon. 

 Social Concerns is always looking for folks to join 
our team.  Our next meeting is Monday, February 19.  

Claudia Lee 

 
 
5th Annual Sewing/Craft Day 

Saturday, February 24                           
10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Join us for the 5th annual sewing/craft day in the social 
hall at PoP.  This has been a huge success the past               
several years.  Bring your sewing machine,  your yarn 
and knitting needles, your scrapbooking, and join us for 
a day of fellowship.  Please allow at least an hour to work 
on the service project identified for the day.                                
Everyone should bring a dish to pass for lunch. 

 

Women’s Retreat May 4 & 5 

Plans are in the works for a Women’s Retreat on Friday 
and Saturday, May 4 & 5.  We will start 
with dinner on Friday, spend the night 
and conclude by 2 or 3 on Saturday.                   
Sister Nancy Brousseau will be our              
facilitator this year.   

More details will be coming soon. 
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Thank You’s 

A grateful thank you to everyone who donated items to 
give to the Seita Scholars at Western Michigan                  
University. (The Seita Scholars are WMU students who 
were in the foster care system and who did not have         
anywhere to go to spend the holidays. WMU kept one 
dormitory open but food service is not available on              
campus during the three week break.) Thanks also to 
Thrivent Financial who provided a grant to provide for a 
meal on January 3 and to purchase additional items 
such as yogurt, snacks, breakfast items, during the 
break. Truly a team effort to support these students. 
Thank you again for your generosity.   —-Joyce Stout 

Thank you! 
 
My mother used to call a monetary gift, “Pin Money.”  
That meant it was to be spent on something you wanted 
but not for necessities like groceries.  Thank you for the 
Christmas bonus, alias, pin money.  I will be using it to 
ride in a clinic in February, with a clinician from the             
Chicago area and to get a much needed new pair of winter 
riding boots. 
 
Janet  

Openings in the Choir 

There are openings in the choir for the spring which 

could develop into long term positions, if desired. 

Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings from 7 — 8:15.                          

For experienced singers who have Thursday night              

commitments, there is a Sunday morning alternative at 

9:15.  The choir leads worship on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. 

Questions?  Call Janet Hill at 616-340-7151, or talk to 

anyone in the choir. 

Thanks to Jim  Johnson for fixing the  broken panels under 
the sink in the kitchen. It has really spruced the kitchen up! 

— From the Kitchen Committee and the congregation.  

This and That 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO OTHERS 

 Thank you for your thoughtful gifts to ELCA World 

Hunger !  ..Your gift will help create relationships 

that change lives and build strong, resourceful and 

caring communities. Thank you for making a                    

difference!         — Krystal McClinton 

 Thank you for thinking of Ministry w/Community.  

During the cold winter months, your critically 

needed support is greatly appreciated, as our                 
services will be vital to so many. Thanks to the               

continued support & enthusiasm of community 

members, we are able to provide our services in an 

atmosphere of dignity, hope, trust & unconditional 

acceptance.                                                               
 — Betsy Scheffel, Interim Executive Director 

 Thank you so much for your generous contribution 

to the Portage Community Center. Did you know 

that the Portage Community Center has a 42 year 

history of serving as a point of entry for people            

living in our community? The PCC is here thanks to 

the overwhelming support of our community.                         
 — Chris Buckley, Executive Director 

 Thanks to you, HRI has provided financial                       

assistance to over 2500 people in 2017.                                       

 — Michelle A. Davis, Executive Director 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters of Prince of Peace, please 

accept this donation in appreciation of your           

welcoming our Girl Scout Troop to your space.               

We hope to send more after cookie sales. Thank you.                          
 —Carie Gross, Troop 80349 Leader 

Mid Week Bible Study 

Join Pastor Rachel on Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. for an 
adult bible study.  She leads the 
Augsburg Adult Study. This                   
quarter the focus is Faith in Action.  
This is the same book that is used 
on Sundays. 



 

5  

A Night To Shine                                                              
Volunteer Opportunity! 

When: Friday, February 9th from 6-9 PM 

What: A Night To Shine is a prom for those with special 
needs and each guest gets a Buddy to escort them for the            
evening. 

Cost: No cost – but you will need to participate in a 
short training before the event. 

Sign up/Get more info here: http://
southridgechurch.com/nighttoshine-2/ 

Children, Youth and Family News 

2018 Famine —                                                                                    
a deeper look at  hunger and poverty in our world. 

When: Friday, April 20th – Saturday, April 21st (sleep at 
home) 

Hunger Presentation during worship on Sunday, April 
22nd – with bake sale to raise money for hunger causes 

What: Each year we take some time to go without food, 
to be in solidarity with those who have no choice.                      
We use the experience to learn, to serve, and dwell in the 
experience.  It’s difficult, but powerful. 

What else:  If you have a medical issue that means you 
should NOT go without food, please know that you are 
still encouraged to participate.  We will make arrange-
ments for you to eat… just not in front of everyone else. 

Sign Up here:  https://goo.gl/forms/
QLlapP0MzFJsgL9J2  

Breaking the Fast: We will break the fast with Holy 
Communion at 5 PM on Saturday, April 21st and then we 
will share a light soup supper.  This is a community meal, 
so our hope is that we can all bring something to this   
dinner – On the sign up, you can indicate if you can bring 
soup.  Other options are bread, fruit, drinks… If you say 
no to the soup, you can let us know if there’s something 
else that would be easier for you.   

Another component of this meal is that we ask the          
parents of the participants to help clean up after the 
meal.  It’s a long weekend for them, and they’re usually 
toast by the end of it… myself included.  Many hands 
make light work, so this isn’t usually a big deal, and we 
thank you for your support! 

Fun stuff… let’s go to Escapology! 

When: Saturday, February 3rd at 11 AM 

What:  Escape Room at 11 AM, then lunch 

Cost: $30 per person (you can pull $15 from 
your PEP account) 

         *POP will cover the cost of lunch 

Sign up here: https://goo.gl/forms/
J5uC1xUgZvDeiPLu2 

*We have to make reservations, so don’t delay.  

Registration deadline is Jan. 30  

NO LAST MINUTE ADDITIONS! 

Preparing for the  National Youth Gathering! 

 

When: One Sunday Evening per month until we go!   I’m 
thinking 5:00-7:00 PM 

What:  We will gather for dinner and to engage with the 
“Getting Ready Materials” 

Who: Youth AND Adults who are attending the            
Gathering… others are most welcome too! 

 

I haven’t set the dates firmly yet, because I need to hear 
your feedback.  This isn’t optional… so we need to find 
the dates that work best for the group.  It also needs to be 
in the evening, and not right after church, so that Shay 
can join us!  (Shay came with us to the MI Gathering, 
and now she’ll be joining us for the National Gathering!) 

http://southridgechurch.com/nighttoshine-2/
http://southridgechurch.com/nighttoshine-2/
https://goo.gl/forms/QLlapP0MzFJsgL9J2
https://goo.gl/forms/QLlapP0MzFJsgL9J2
https://goo.gl/forms/J5uC1xUgZvDeiPLu2
https://goo.gl/forms/J5uC1xUgZvDeiPLu2
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More of This and That 

Synod News 

You can share in our ministry to 

members who are serving in the 

military, our homebound or to 

people in need of some                     

encouragement and support. 

On the kiosk in the Gathering Space you will find cards,  

envelopes and labels. 

This month we are highlighting as our military member, 

Stacey Lawrence.  You will find cards with her name in 

them, as well as mailing labels.   

You will find labels for:    Sue Raschke  

Take one, add a note of encouragement and care and 

place them in the offering plate or leave them with an 

usher and the staff will mail them.  

Region 6 Discernment Retreats March 2-3, 2018 

 

The first of two Region 6 Discernment Retreats will take 
place March 2-3, 2018. If you are sensing a call to serve 
Christ's church as a deacon or pastor, participating in 
this retreat can be very helpful in the discernment                     
process.  
For more information, contact Pastor Chrysanne Timm 
at pastorctimm@mittensynod.org.   

Book Club meets the 3rd Wednesday 

One Thousand White Women:                              
The Journals of May Dodd by Jim Fergus 

One Thousand White Women is the story 

of May Dodd & a colorful assembly of       

pioneer women who, under the auspices of 

the U.S. government, travel to the  western 

prairies in 1875 to intermarry among the 

Cheyenne  Indians. The covert & controversial "Brides for 

Indians" program, launched by the administration of 

Ulysses S. Grant, is intended to help assimilate the              

Indians into the white man's world. Toward that end May 

and her friends embark upon the adventure of their life-

time. Mary Dodd’s diary is amazing.          

                                  Join us on her journey! 

Silent Lenten Retreat 

Save the Date: March 4-7, 2018! 

Take time this Lent to rest, reflect, 

and deepen your relationship with 

God.  

Join us for an Ecumenical Lenten Retreat,                                     

sponsored by Living Fire Ministries.  

Western Michigan University 
senior Brandon Bye drafted      

to the MLS.  

Bye, midfielder, went as the No. 8 
overall pick to the New England 
Revolution.  

Bye is coming off the most                    
decorated season in WMU history. 
He was a Hermann Trophy semifinalist, the 2017               
Mid-American Conference Player of the Year and 
named a First Team All-American by the United Soccer 
Coaches and College Soccer News. Bye was also                 
honored as the National Scholar Player of the Year by 
the United Soccer Coaches and was an Academic                
All-American. 

Bye led the MAC with 12 goals and 31 points which also 
ranked among leaders nationally. His six game-winning 
goals were seventh most in Division I this season and 
he set a WMU record with 91 shots. For his career he 
was a three-time All-MAC selection and totaled 22 
goals and 19 assists. 

Bye's draft stock rose considerably over the past week 
after an impressive showing at the MLS Combine, 
where he worked out primarily as a defender. 

A Kalamazoo native, Bye played his prep career at         

Portage Northern High School and is the son of Bill and 

Denise Bye. He maintains a 3.74 grade-point average 

with a double major in food and consumer packaging 

goods and marketing and supply chain management. 

Photo credit: Ashley Huss,                                               
WMU Intercollegiate              

Athletics  

mailto:pastorctimm@mittensynod.org
http://www.wmich.edu/news/2017/12/44352
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Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING 

Good Samaritan -  James and Anne Vogt                               
Loaves & Fishes -                                                                            
Special Gifts fund -                                                                       
Liturgical Arts— in memory of Ray Field                                                       
 Tom & Mary Lou Askew, Linda & Donald King, 
 Bob & Carla Hannemann, Lisa & Steve Creed,                                              
 MerriKay Oleen-Burkey, JoAnn & Raoul Yochim, 
 Dr. Ray & Ruth Hancock, Sharon Yantis, 
 Mark & Gail Brown, Jean & Dennis Darling, 
 Janet Hill, Joelene & Kevin Pedersen,  
 Dick & Karen Penhallegon  

 Undesignated—                                                                              
in memory of Joanna Guthrie -Tom & Mary Lou Askew                                                                              
In memory of Kim Irons and in memory of Phyllis Bishop 
- Karen & Dick Penhallegon                                                                          
In memory of Richard Foster - Claudia Lee                                        
In memory of Harold & Margaret Kazmaier                                 
- Kathie & David Christianson                                                                  
In honor of Joan Ford’s 80th birthday - Martha Irons, 
John & Karen Gallagher 

January Attendance:    

 1/7 213  

 1/14 178  

 1/21 188 New Member Reception 

 1/28 148 Annual Meeting 

General Fund  December 

 Contributions $   42,787

 Expenses $ (34,274) 

 Surplus/deficit $     8,513 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Dave and Sarah Maurer   2/29 

Congratulations on 25 Years! 

Anniversaries 

Use this QR code to                                                                                

make your contribution to Prince of Peace.                                      

2/1 Felix Fernandez  

 Juha Lassila  

 Chris Laughlin  

2/3  Lindsay Oswald  

2/4  Michael Cruchelow 

2/5  Jacob Preston  

2/6  Pete Eldridge 

 Janelle Mallak 

 Karen Shaw  

2/9  Chris Hopper  

2/10  Diane Crocker  

2/11  John Brown  

 Eliza Maurer  

2/13  Debbie Barnett  

 Amanda Dionne  

2/14  Karl Klemm  

2/15  Carter Highhouse

 Nancy Jean  

2/16  Brian Rieck  

 Ally Super  

2/17  Betsy Stalker 

 Lynne Wathen  

2/18  Dave Naugle  

 Kristie Zimmerman 

2/19  Ray Isakson  

 Shirley Thompson

   

2/20  Derek Gibbons  

2/21  Nikolajs Pone  

2/22  James Hart  

2/25  Elizabeth Olsen 

 Haley Scaglione 
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery TOPS—Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 

WMU—Western Michigan University  

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

269/343-3453 

www.popportage.org 


