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Pastor’s Page 

 Several people asked me about the quotation I used in the opening of my 
Christmas Eve sermon. In case you missed it or were curious, here it is.  In his book All 
I Really Want, United Church of Christ Pastor Quinn G. Caldwell writes, 

 

 “If you came to this place expecting a tame story, you came to the wrong place. 
If you came for a story that does not threaten you, you came for a different story than 
the one we tell. If you came to hear of the coming of a God who only showed up so that 
you could have a nice day with your loved ones, then you came for a God whom we do 
not worship here. For even a regular baby is not a tame thing. And goodness that               
cannot threaten complacency and evil is not much good at all, and a God who would 
choose to give up power and invincibility to become an infant for you, certainly didn't 
do it just do you could have dinner. 

 But. 

 If you came because you think unwed teenage mothers are some of the            
strongest people in the world. If you came because you think that the kind of people 
who work third shift doing stuff you'd rather not do might attract an angel's attention 
before you, snoring comfortably in your bed, would.  If you came because you think 
there are wise men and women to be found among undocumented travelers from far 
lands and that they might be able to show you God. If you came to hear a story of                     
tyrants trembling while heaven comes to peasants. If you came because you believe that 
God loves the animals as much as the people and so made them the first witnesses to 
the saving of the world. If you came for a story of reversals that might end up reversing 
you. If you came for a tale of adventure and bravery, where strong and gentle people 
win, and the powerful and violent go down to dust, where the rich lose their money but 
find their lives and the poor are raised up like kings. If you came to be reminded that 
God loves you too much to leave you unchanged. If you came to follow the light even if 
it blinds you. If you came for salvation and not safety, then, ah, my friends, you are      
precisely in the right place. 

 So what are you here for?” 

 I think the final question, “What are you here for?” is a good one for us to ask 
ourselves regularly. Why do we come to church? Why do we come to Prince of Peace, 
specifically? Why do we profess the faith we do? Why do we read and study scripture?  
Why do we claim the name Christian? Those of us who have grown up in the faith and 
been part of a congregation most of our lives may find it easy to slip into auto-pilot and 
not give a second thought as to why we do these things. We do because we always have.  
And when someone who is new to the faith asks us why we do what we do, we get a     
little tongue tied and aren’t sure how to answer.  So in this new year, I encourage you to 
think about these questions.  Talk to your family about them.  Come talk to me about 
them!  Why is faith important to you?  Why do you make our Prince of Peace                 
community a part of your life?  For extra bonus points, share your answers with a 
friend or neighbor who doesn’t have a church home and find out what God can do 
when you share your faith story. 

 

Shalom,  

Pastor Rachel 
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Council News 

What’s Happening at POP! 

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH 

We meet the third Tuesday at 11:45 a.m., 

at various restaurants for                          

food and fellowship.                                            

All women are welcome.   

January 16 

     Riviera Maya, 5036 S. Westnedge, Portage 

The quilters meet on Tuesday, January 2  &                       
Monday, January 15 at 9 am in the                  
Social Hall.   

Call Sandy Williams at 762-4138 or                 
Annette Smith at 327-4291 if you have any 
questions.  

The Men’s Group are planning to 
attend a WMU basketball game on 
Tuesday January 23 at 7:00 p.m.  
They are playing the University OF 

TOLEDO. We will meet at the Road House Café at 5:30 
for a supper and then go to the ball game. If you cannot 
make the supper, please so note on the sign-up sheet. 
The sign-up sheet is found on the sign up table in the 
Gathering Space. Please join the men of Prince of Peace, 
others are  invited if you wish to bring a friend.  The 
tickets will be $19.00 and will be purchased at the gate.  
Any questions call or email Chuck Ford at 657-2884 or 
chuckwford@aol.com or Dave Flagler at 544-2844 or 
dgflag@yahoo.com. 

Epiphany Crosslights  January 7!   

If you have not already signed up for 
Epiphany Crosslights, please do so by 
Sunday, December 31!  

 

On Sunday, January 7, 2018 at 4 
p.m. a light supper in five courses will 
be served, including “mocktails,”             
veggies, rolls, pulled pork and corn 
bake, and apple crisp.  Our youth will 
help serve our meal family-style.   

 

This is a fun, family-friendly event.  To help defray 
the cost of food and printing, a nominal charge is             
requested—$5 for adults or $3 for children age 3 and over.  
There is a $16 cap on the cost to immediate families (so if 
you have 5 or more in your immediate family it will cost at 
most $16).  Any money collected over and above what is 
necessary will be donated to the youth travel fund.   

 

Due to the popularity of this event in the past, reservations 
are necessary.  Epiphany Crosslights envelopes will be 
available near the sign-up.  Please note “Crosslights” on 
your check. If you pay by cash, put your name, amount   
enclosed and “Crosslights” on your envelope. You can place 
your envelope in the offering plate or turn it in to the 
church office. 

 

We hope you join us and enjoy the festivities! 

Church Budget Meetings and Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January  14    9:15am      Social Hall                                               

(during learning hour)   

  

Sunday, January 21  11:45am   Sanctuary 

(after worship)    

 

Annual Meeting with light lunch.  

Sunday, January 28  11:45am (after worship)   

mailto:chuckwford@aol.com
mailto:dgflag@yahoo.com
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Women’s Retreat 

May 4 & 5 

Plans are in the works for a 
Women’s Retreat on Friday and 
Saturday, May 4 & 5.  We will start 
with dinner on Friday, spend the 
night and conclude by 2 or 3 on Saturday.                                   
Sister Nancy Brousseau will be our  facilitator this year.  
More details will be coming soon after the first of the 
year. 

Jesus Christ Superstar 

Saturday, April 8, 2 pm 

We will order tickets for the 
WMU Theatre production of              
Jesus Christ Superstar.                           
More detail will be available in 
February.   

Fellowship Events 

Social Concerns 

December was a busy month for Social Concerns at      

Prince of Peace. 

Many thanks to Pat Boulis for organizing our four                            

sponsored (adopted) families this year. Hundreds of gifts 

and four large food baskets were delivered to the Portage 

Community Center for their staff to deliver to the families.  

Many thanks to all of you for selecting a gift tag, purchasing 

and wrapping the gifts so beautifully. From turkeys to 

socks you were, once again, so generous as you followed 

Jesus word. 

Thank you, also, to that many who selected a pig, goat, 

honeybees or one of the many choices available for the 

2017 ELCA Good Gifts project. 

Beginning in January, and continuing through 2018, on the 

fourth Tuesday of each month is the preparation and             

delivery of meals to the Open Doors Men’s Shelter on                    

S. Westnedge. Please sign up for one of the dates on the 

sign up sheet in the Gathering Space.   

Needed for each meal: an entrée (ie. Lasagna, meatloaf),           

a side (salad or vegetable), bread/rolls and a dessert. This 

is a wonderful servant project for a small group, family or 

an individual who wants to support and feed a group of 

men who are working hard to begin a “new life.” 

The following is an excerpt from a recent                                   

Open Doors Newsletter.  

A trouble past led Matt to KPEP and Drug Court. He was 

staying with a relative at the time but it was not a good 

environment for him to be in while struggling with           

addiction. He needed a safe and supportive place to stay.  

A friend of Matt’s told him about the Open Door Shelter. 

At the Open Door Matt was able to focus on staying     

sober, getting a job and saving money.  

When asked about what Open Doors meant to him, Matt 

replied, “Open Doors is a positive place where people 

have helped me and others like me (who may be less                  

fortunate) find affordable housing.” 

Cinderella 

February 2 & 3 at 7 p.m.  & 
February 4 at 3 p.m. 

Paw Paw High School is presenting this 
wonderful classic at their Performing Arts 
Center.  Look for the sign-up in the        

Gathering  Space right after the first of the year. 

 

5th Annual Sewing/Craft Day 

Saturday, February 10                  
10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Join us for the 5th annual sewing/craft 
day in the social hall at PoP.  This has 
been a huge success the past several 
years.  Bring your sewing machine,              

your yarn and knitting needles, your scrapbooking, and 
join us for a day of fellowship.  Please allow at least an 
hour to work on the service project identified for the 
day.  Everyone should bring a dish to pass for lunch. 
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JUNIOR HIGH CHARGE 

            I am actively registering kids for the Junior High 
Charge in Traverse City (March 16-18)… if you haven’t 
yet told me to register you, please do so soon!   

Remember… the event sold out last year, and the Great 
Wolf Lodge rooms filled up even before then!   

I need a dad to come as a male chaperone! 

 

 The total cost for registration and hotel room is $185 
(it’s more than that… but we’re subsidizing the 
cost).  Meals are not included, so you can use PEP points 
to pay for up to $125 of that cost. 

            Need to earn PEP points?  I can help with that! 

Children, Youth and Family News 

COOKIES FOR THE TROOPS   

 (PEP Opportunity) 

 

Mark your calendars for                                
Friday, January 5, 2018 

Noon – 3 PM 

*Yes, this is before you go back to school… we’ll carpool 

for kids who need rides.  And, this is open for everyone!  

            We’ll meet at the church at noon, have lunch              
together and make cookies for the troops at Ft. Leonard 
Wood where Christopher Laughlin is stationed.  We have 
36 dozen to make!  We have the cookie mix… just need 
bakers! 

Let Megan Floyd know if you’re interested in      
baking cookies for the troops. 

 

*If no one signs up, we will distribute the cookie mixes to 
people to make at home and bring in on Sunday 7th, to be 
mailed to the troops the following Monday. 

Hello Merry People! 

 

To all the kids and parents that helped make our                
Children’s Christmas Program – and the party afterward 
– a success… THANK YOU!!  What a fun day that was! 

 

Remember now that we are now on break from 
Sunday School. 

That means there is no learning hour until January 
7th.  On January 7th, we will have a group project to work 
on, as well as a chance to run through the song and poem 

for the Epiphany Crosslights program, which is                        
Jan. 7th at 4 PM.                                                                     

(Speaking of that… don’t forget to sign up!) 

EPIPHANY CROSSLIGHTS   (PEP opportunity) 

We are celebrating Epiphany again this 
year with a Crosslights program on             
Sunday, January 7, 2018, in the late 
afternoon/early evening.  This program 
involves a light meal served to guests 
seated at tables… so we are seeking youth 
volunteers to help as table servers or           
general kitchen staff.   

Again… great PEP point opportunity! 

Please let  Megan know if you are available to 
help with the Epiphany Crosslights program. 



 

5  

We will be offering two opportunities 

for new member exploration during  

January.  

The first one will be after church on                                                

Sunday, January 14 and the second will be                        

Tuesday, January 16 at 6:30 pm. 

We will serve a light meal and then Pastor Rachel will  

give you some information regarding membership at                     

Prince of Peace. 

We will take in new members on Sunday, January 21.  

Thank You’s 

Dear PoP Family,   

Thank you all for the wonderful cards, treats, and                 

generous gifts during this Christmas season. It is a joy to 

serve among you.  I am so grateful God brought us                

together this year as pastor and people.  I can't wait to 

see what the new year holds for us.    

Shalom, Pastor Rachel   

We, the staff of Prince of Peace,                                                   

want to thank you all for your generosity toward us this             

Christmas season.  We are thankful to work here in an 

atmosphere of love and fellowship and we are thankful for 

all the people who make our work easy and pleasant.  

We are blessed to have you as our employers and                     

church family. 

Peace to you all,                                                                                        

Pastor Rachel, Janet Hill, Scott Walker, Mary Lou Askew,  

Megan Floyd, Tamara Preston, Bill Hellman                                    

and Joan Ford.  

THE COOKIE BRIGADE NEEDS YOU.                              

We are asking for your help to be 

sure there are always treats after 

church service.  There is a new                  

sign-up sheet for Jan., Feb., and 

March, please take the time to volunteer for one of these 

Sundays.  We are asking for two volunteers for each               

Sunday to bring three dozen cookies, snacks or a bowl of 

grapes.  We will try to email you a few days before your 

scheduled Sunday. 

Silent Lenten Retreat 

Save the Date: March 4-7, 2018! 

Take time this Lent to rest, reflect, and deepen your            

relationship with God. Join us for an Ecumenical Lenten 

Retreat, sponsored by Living Fire Ministries.  

This and That 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO OTHERS 

 Thank you for your gifts to ELCA World Hunger 

and Lutheran Disaster Response this year. Thanks 

to you, together we’re working for justice and peace 

in the United States and more than 60 countries 

around the world. May God bless you this                        

Christmas and always, even as you and your               

generosity are a blessing to others.                                      

— Rev. Daniel Rift,  Director, ELCA World Hunger 

and Disaster Appeal            

Watch for a Middlers Event in January!                         

More information to follow 

Mid Week Bible Study 

Join Pastor Rachel on Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. for an 
adult bible study.  Beginning, 
January 3, 2018, she will lead,  
the Augsburg Adult Study. This                   
quarter the focus is Faith in Action.  
This is the same book that is used 
on Sundays. 
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More of This and That 

You can share in our ministry to 

members who are serving in the 

military, our homebound or to 

people in need of some                     

encouragement and support. 

On the kiosk in the Gathering Space you will find cards,  

envelopes and labels. 

This month we are highlighting  as our military member, 

Chris Laughlin.  You will find cards with his name in 

them, as well as mailing labels.   

You will find labels for:    

 Kathey Oosterwal  & Walt Arntson                                                                               

Take one, add a note of encouragement and care and 

place them in the offering plate or leave them with an 

usher and the staff will mail them.  

The Featured Committee for January is  
the Worship Committee.   

 
Worship, like Social Concerns 
isn’t a single committee; there are 
many, many functions.   
Each Sunday in January we will 
feature one or more sub-groups in 
Worship.   Additional help is             
always needed and welcomed, so 
please visit with the members at 
the south end of the gathering 
space and learn what they do and 

where you can help.   These groups all come together to 
form what we know as the Sunday morning Worship 
Service.  The Worship Committee, led by Gail MacNellis 
and Pastor Rachel, works together with these groups to 
provide meaningful worship experiences and welcoming 
environment for congregants and visitors.  Readers, 
Worship Assts.,  Communion Assts., Altar Guild,              
Sacristy Asst., sound and video techs, greeters,                  
bread bakers, liturgical arts, paraments ministry,               
seasonal enhancement, baptismal napkins, outbound 
communion, ushers and plant delivery all need                       
volunteers to make the Worship service run smoothly.  
Of course music is an important part of Worship and the 
Worship committee works closely with music. 

Book Club  . . .  

Before  We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 

 

Two families, generations apart, are for-
ever changed by a heartbreaking injustice, 
in the next novel the Book Klub is reading.  

 

Inspired by a true story —  from Memphis 1939  to Aiken, 
S. Carolina, this is a story with a twist of dark truth. 
Based on one of America’s most notorious real-life              
scandals—in which Georgia Tann, director of a Memphis-
based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold poor 
children to wealthy families all over the  country.   

If you enjoyed Orphan Train and The Nightingale you 
will enjoy this thought-provoking and complex tale.   

ELCA Good Gifts Bonus!!! 

On December 20, the ELCA Good Gifts had a matching 

grant to double animal gifts.  The gifts of a cow, 4 goats, 

4 sets of chicks, and 4 sets of honeybees was doubled! 

Thanks go to those who made the generous donations.  

FYI—goats($50) and cows($500) 

provide fresh milk to drink. Chicks

($10) lay eggs and provide protein-

rich meals. Honeybees($20) pollinate 

plants and produce beeswax that can 

be transformed into soaps, candles 

and other products to sell.  
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Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING 

Good Samaritan -  James and Anne Vogt                               
Loaves & Fishes - Gail Hoover                                                       
Special Gifts fund -                                                                       
Youth Trip – Gail Hoover in memory of Kim Irons,            
Liturgical Arts— in memory of Ray Field                                                       
 Martha Irons, Annette Smith, Marilyn Storch, 
 Paul & Sheryl Swodzinski, James & Ann Vogt,   
 Gail Hoover, Ann & Mark DiJulio, Karen Shaw,                              
 Norm & Elfie Schuen, Delores Jenning,                      
 Claudia Maurer, John & Karen Gallagher,                      
 aren Helmeke & Gary Bischof,  Diane Snyder, 
 Gena & Bill Baldwin, Laurel & Chris Hopper, 
 Philip & Karen Kunze, Randall & Cathy Hoyt, 
 Norma & James Johnson  

 Undesignated— in memory of Joanna Guthrie                               
 Tom & Mary Lou Askew,                                                           
 Herman & Evelyn Bergstedt                                                                                
 In memory of Kim Irons,  Ann & Mark DiJulio 

December Attendance:     

 12/3 192 1st Sunday of Advent 

 12/10 250 2nd Advent/Children’s Program 

 12/17 173 3rd Sunday of Advent 

 12/24 128 4th Sunday of Advent 

  156 4:30 Christmas Eve 

  215 8:00 Christmas Eve  

  120 10:30 Christmas Eve 

 

General Fund  November 

 Contributions $   35,325

 Expenses $ (29,574) 

 Surplus/deficit $     $5,751 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

1/17  Gabriel Maurer  

 Tammy Olsen  

1/20  Ava Erdmann  

 Gretchen Kauth  

 Stephanie Somers 

1/21  Dylan Sweeney  

1/22  Michelle Nitz  

 Barbara Ziegler  

1/23  Jan Christianson  

1/1  Mary Holtapp 

 Renee Lassila  

1/2  Eli Thomssen  

1/5  Jenn Jawahir  

 Lorraine Knuth  

 Marilyn Storch  

1/6  Kyan French  

1/7  Calleigh Bolde 

  

1/10  Karen Helmeke  

 Marilyn Lund  

1/11  Jordan Kana’an  

 Ann Lindahl  

1/13  Joan Ford  

1/15  Meredith Ablao  

1/16  Claudia Blahnik  

 Charles Ford 

  

1/24  Caelyn French  

 Linda Isakson  

 Michelle McManus 

1/25  Holly Lago  

1/26  Linda Timm  

1/27  Diane Reames  

1/29  Fran Bushfield  

 Dennis Stalker  

1/30  Sara Krebill  

1/31  Sara Lassila 

Randy & Marilyn Lund  1/22 

Mike & Joanne Preston  1/28 

Anniversaries 

Use this QR code to                                                                                

make your contribution to Prince of Peace.                                      
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery TOPS—Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 

WMU—Western Michigan University  

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

269/343-3453 

www.popportage.org 


