
Scandalous Stories 

The Parables of Jesus: 

The Surprise of the Lambs (Matthew 25:31-46) 

1. Read Matthew 25:31-46. 

2. Who is Jesus talking to with this parable? 

 

3. First things first, where is Jesus in this parable? 

 

4. What separates the sheep from the goats? 

 

5. Who are the sheep? 

 

6. Who are the goats? 

 

7. Why not doctrine? What role does doctrine play for the sheep? 

 

8. Why not works? What role does works play for the sheep? 

 

9. What false notions is Jesus trying to break with this parable?  

 

10. So where are you in this parable? 

 

11. How does this parable point us to the circuit-popping, mind-blowing grace of Christ? 

 

12. What is the difference between where the sheep enter versus where the goats end up? 

 

 



Answer the next couple questions on your own: 

1. Write out in your own words how this is a crucified story. 

 

 

2. As a true believer and follower of Jesus, in what areas has your life has your faith 

produced the fruit of the Spirit? 

 

3. As a true believer and follower of Jesus, are there areas of your life that your faith could 

be producing more fruit of the Spirit?  If so, where or in what ways? 

 

4. If you are honest with yourself, are you relying on your doctrine, works, or anything else 

other than the grace of God to make you a sheep?  If so, how can you change that to 

solely rely on His grace alone? 

 

Either with your family at home, or call a friend and discuss the following questions: 

5. How can we as Christians help each other live a life of faith that actually produces works 

without us taking credit or relying on them, so on that final day they are a surprise to 

us? 

 

6. How can we as Christians help each other stop relying on doctrine or works and instead 

rely on grace alone to be sheep?  

 

7. How does knowing God’s kingdom was prepared for us before the foundation of the 

world help us live in faith as sheep?  

 

8. How does knowing eternal punishment is where “sheep” will be sent help motivate us 

to “minister” a.k.a. show the grace of Christ to the least of our brothers? 

 

 


