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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

STEWARDSHIP EMPHASIS 3: 
OVERALL THEME: FELLOW WORKERS ON GOD’S TEAM 

 
“THE IMPORTANCE AND PURPOSE OF MINISTRY” 

 
AS WE GATHER 
This is the third week of our stewardship series, Fellow Workers on God’s 
Team. The theme for this week is “The Importance and Purpose of Ministry.”  
Ministry is seen as all that we do out of love for others in Christ’s name. We 
are created in God’s image so we have been given the capacity to love.   
Filled with God’s love, we love and serve others. In our church and personal 
ministries, we want the best for others so we work to help them physically 
and spiritually. As God’s fellow workers on His team, we are guided by Him 
and equipped to do the works He has prepared for us to do. Each of us has 
a purpose to fulfill, so we are an important part of God’s plan. May God find 
each of us available and eager to be in ministry. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
GREETING 
P:  Peace be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 
OPENING HYMN  
“God Has Spoken by His Prophets”                        LSB 583 (Tune: LSB 700) 
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Text: George W. Briggs, 1875–1959, alt. Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 

Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744. Tune: Public domain 
 

     stand 
 
INVOCATION 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the †  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
P: In the presence of Almighty God, Whose Word shines the light of 
 grace into our sin-darkened lives, let us confess our sins. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
 unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,        
 by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
 loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
 ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.    
 For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us, forgive us, 
 renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
 Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
 sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant  of the 
 Word I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
 of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
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P:  Let us pray... Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new 
 every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us 
 as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant 
 that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks 
 for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus 
 Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

sit 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                                  Ezekiel 3:16-21 
 16At the end of seven days, the word of the Lord came to me: 17“Son of 
man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you 
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 18If I say 
to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ and you give him no warning, nor speak 
to warn the wicked from his wicked way, in order to save his life, that wicked 
person shall die for his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 19But 
if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, or from 
his wicked way, he shall die for his iniquity, but you will have delivered your 
soul. 20Again, if a righteous person turns from his righteousness and 
commits injustice, and I lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die. 
Because you have not warned him, he shall die for his sin, and his righteous 
deeds that he has done shall not be remembered, but his blood I will require 
at your hand. 21But if you warn the righteous person not to sin, and he does 
not sin, he shall surely live, because he took warning, and you will have 
delivered your soul.”  

 
E/P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 
EPISTLE LESSON                                                                     I Peter 4:7-10 
 7The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-
minded for the sake of your prayers. 8Above all, keep loving one another 
earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9Show hospitality to one 
another without grumbling. 10As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 

 
E/P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 

stand 
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GOSPEL LESSON                                                                     Luke 19:1-10 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the nineteenth chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  
 1[Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through. 2And there was a 
man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3And he 
was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could 
not, because he was small of stature. 4So he ran on ahead and climbed up 
into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5And 
when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6So he hurried 
and came down and received him joyfully. 7And when they saw it, they all 
grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8And 
Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it 
fourfold.” 9And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 
since he also is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek and 
to save the lost.” 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

sit 
 
HYMN “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way”                                 LSB 857 

 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007. Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London. Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744. Tune: Public domain 
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SERMON ““The Importance and Purpose of Ministry”               I Peter 4:7-10 
 

stand 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH: The Nicene Creed   
ALL: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and  
  earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord   
  Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His  
  Father before all worlds, God of God, light of light, very God of  
  very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the  
  Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for  
  our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
  Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was   
  crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was  
  buried. And the third day He rose again according to the    
  Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand  
  of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both  
  the living and the dead, Whose kingdom will have no end. And I 
  believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who    
  proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and 
  Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the   
  prophets.   

  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church,  
  I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins, and  
  I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world  
  to come. Amen. 
 

sit 
 
A WORD FROM THE STEWARDSHIP BOARD 
 
GATHERING OF THE OFFERING 
 

stand 
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OFFERTORY “Give Thanks”                                                              LSB 806 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Henry Smith, 1952. Text and tune: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P:  Lord Jesus Christ, as we come before You with our prayers and 
 petitions, we thank You for Your genuine love, and we pray, Jesus, may 
 our hearts be burning 
C:  with more fervent love for You. 

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, show Your love to all those who have experienced 
 broken families, homes, and churches. Surround them with Your love 
 and with people who will love them as You love them. Jesus, may our 
 hearts be burning 
C:  with more fervent love for You. 

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, extend Your love to all those who have abandoned 
 the faith. Strengthen us to lovingly invite them toward Your genuine love 
 for the world. Jesus, may our hearts be burning 
C:  with more fervent love for You. 

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, in Your earthly life You experienced the death of 
 those You loved. Bring Your comfort to all those who are suffering in 
 such grief. Point them to the hope of eternal life with You. Jesus, may 
 our hearts be burning 
C:  with more fervent love for You. 

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, be present with all those who are single. Encourage 
 them with the love of friends and family. Provide caring people to remind 
 them that they are not alone. Jesus, may our hearts be burning 
C:  with more fervent love for You. 

P:  Lord Jesus Christ, You have prepared many good works for us to do in 
 our earthly lives. Give us courage to do those good works with joy, 
 expecting nothing in return, knowing we are saved by grace alone. 
 Jesus, may our hearts be burning 
C:  with more fervent love for You. 

P:  Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering. 
 Have mercy upon them and restore them to health according to Your 
 wisdom. Jesus, may our hearts be burning 
C:  with more fervent love for You. 
 

Special Prayers 
 
P:  Lord Jesus, we commend all of these people and situations into Your 
 hands, for You have promised in love to hear our prayers; for You live 
 and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P:  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 
 those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh 
 to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 
 salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
 and His blood on the cross. Gathered in the name and the 
 remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 
 strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
 body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather 
 us together, we pray, so that we be renewed as Your sons and 
 daughters. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
 You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
ALL:  Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy   
  kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;   
  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our  
  trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And  
  lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil; For Thine  
  is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
  Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD (spoken by the pastor) 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: “Take, eat; this is My † body, which is given for you. This do in 

 remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

 is the new testament in My † blood, which is shed for you for the 

 forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance     

 of Me.” 

 
THE PAX DOMINI  
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  Amen. 
 

sit 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
“Have Thine Own Way” SGBK 25 
“Shine Jesus Shine” SGBK 67 
“They’ll Know We are Christians By Our Love” SGBK 86 
 

stand 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
P:  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
 feast to come in the Holy supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep 
 us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the 
 Day of His coming, we may, together, with all Your saints, celebrate the 
 marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through 
 Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION  
P:  May God go before you to lead you, behind you to protect you, beneath 
 you to uphold you. May God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; go with 
 you to bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 

sit 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HYMN OF DEPARTURE  
“Come, Follow Me, the Savior’s Spake”                  LSB 688 (Tune: LSB 608) 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695. Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
THE SENDING 
P:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE(S)  
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Welcome to Peace in the name of the Risen Savior! 
We request that visitors register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. We ask that you 
share your name and address so that we can recognize your visit with us. All members are requested to register by 
using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. Members, please indicate all family members present 
and those who took communion, so that the Pastor and Elders can be spiritually accountable for you and your family. 
Are your cell phones turned off? Cell phones are indeed a great convenience in life these days. However, please, out of 
courtesy, silence cell phones during the worship service. Thank you! 
Hearing assist devices and large print bulletins are available for those who may need them. Please see an Usher or the 
Elder who will be happy to assist you.  
A Mother’s Room is available for parents of young children if the need arises. The Mother’s Room in the west hallway. 
The worship service is able to be heard in the Mother’s Room. 

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. Holy Communion. Scripture teaches that Holy Communion is a 
sacred act, established by Christ Himself and is given to His Church. As members of The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, we hold the doctrine of the Real Presence, in with and under; meaning that 
Jesus gives His Body and Blood with the bread and wine, as He Himself says, “This is my body… This is 

my blood… for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:26ff) 

The Holy Scriptures also teach us to receive this meal in a way that is responsible and healthy. As overseer, St. Paul 
wrote- “let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and 
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself” (1 Cor. 11:28-29). Out of genuine care for 
God’s people we ask that those (1) who have not been baptized and instructed in the faith or (2) who come from 
another church body, not in altar or pulpit fellowship with us, refrain from receiving Holy Communion. 
For those preparing to receive Holy Communion, Luther encourages us to ask ourselves these questions: 

Do I repent of my sins, desiring to turn away from them, back to the Lord? 
Do I believe Jesus died and rose for me and gives me His Body and Blood this day “for the forgiveness of sins”? 
Do I intend to use this means of grace to change my life, following His will and way? 

We ask that all who receive the Lord’s Supper fill out a “Care Card” and place it in the offering plate. Please note that 
reduced-alcoholic white wine is available in the center cups of the communion tray. 

Peace Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

 

1228 S Park Ave. 
Neenah, WI 54956 

920-725-0510 
 

Ricky P. Schroeder, Pastor 
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

 

Josiah Fitch, Associate Pastor 
assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES:  
Holy Communion Celebrated at all Services 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday  9:00a.m. 
Sunday Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School (Sept. –May) 10:30 a.m. 
 

Website: www.peaceneenah.com 
 

YouTube: Peace Neenah 


