
1 

 

 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

February 17 & 18, 2024 



2 

 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

AS WE GATHER 

The season of Lent lasts for forty days (excluding Sundays). This forty-day 
season of Lent is a time of fasting and repentance. It is a time when we 
recall Jesus’ forty days of fasting and temptation in the wilderness. 
Throughout these forty days, remember where we are going. We are 
headed toward the cross and empty tomb of Jesus. We are headed toward 
Jesus’ victory over sin, death, and the devil. 
 

PRELUDE 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

GREETING 

P:  Peace be with you, 

C:  And also with you. 

 

OPENING HYMN “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days”               LSB 418 

 

 

 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930. Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744. Tune: Public domain 

 

stand 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                            LSB 203 
P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
 
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead 
us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
P: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be 

Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You 
daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your 
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our 
prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY                     LSB 205 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many 

dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and 
protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all 
temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C: Amen. 

 

sit 

 

CHOIR (Sunday) “I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes” 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 22:1-18              LSB 205 

 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose 
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men 
with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and 
arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day 
Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham 
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over 
there and worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of 
the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the 
fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his 
father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, 
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, 
my son.” So they went both of them together. 

 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built 
the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid 
him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand 
and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the Lord called to 
him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 
12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I 
know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only 
son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, 
behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went 
and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 
14So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is 
said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 

 15And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from 
heaven 16and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because 
you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will 
surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall 
possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

  

E/P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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THE EPISTLE LESSON James 1:12-18             LSB 205 
 12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has 
stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to 
those who love him. 13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being 
tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself 
tempts no one. 14But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed 
by his own desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, 
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom 
there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18Of his own will he brought 
us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his 
creatures. 

 
E/P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

stand 
 
 

THE GOSPEL LESSON  Mark 1:9-15              LSB 206 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 

by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately 
he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 
11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am 
well pleased.” 

12The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was 
in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the 
wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 

 4Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the 
gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

  
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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THE APOSTLES CREED                         LSB 207  

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

 The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life † everlasting. Amen. 

 

sit 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”           LSB 656   
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Text: tr. Composite. Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON “Strength in the Wilderness of Temptation”                  Mark 1:9-15 

 

A WORD FROM THE STEWARDSHIP BOARD 

stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                 LSB 207  

P:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 
 people according to their needs. For a mighty fortress is our God, 
C:  a sword and shield victorious. 
P: Lord God, You are our sword and shield against the attacks of Satan. As 
 we journey through this Lenten season, protect us from the assaults of 
 the devil, remind us of our Baptism, and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. 
 For a mighty fortress is our God, 
C:  a sword and shield victorious. 
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P:  Lord God, every good and perfect gift comes from You. Thank You for 
 the many blessings You have poured into our lives. Help us to accept 
 what You give and ask for what we need. Protect us from a life of 
 perpetual dissatisfaction and lead us toward a life of gratitude. 
 For a mighty fortress is our God, 
C:  a sword and shield victorious. 
P:  Lord God, You sent Jesus into our world to bear our temptations and 
 share in our sorrows. Bring Your comfort to all those who are suffering in 
 grief. Point them to the hope of resurrection and eternal life with You.  
 For a mighty fortress is our God, 
C:  a sword and shield victorious. 
P:  Lord God, we pray for all those who are not yet baptized into Christ, that 
 the Spirit would lead them toward the promises of Baptism and the 
 family of the church. For a mighty fortress is our God, 
C:  a sword and shield victorious. 
P:  Lord God, we pray for our nation and its leaders. For President Biden 
 and Vice President Harris and their staffs, for Congress and all 
 lawmakers, for the Supreme Court and all judges. We pray that You, 
 Lord, would make Your ways and paths known to them, that You would 
 lead them in the truth and teach them. For a mighty fortress is our God, 
C:  a sword and shield victorious. 
P:  Lord God, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering. 
 Have mercy upon them and restore them to health according to Your 
 will. For a mighty fortress is our God, 
C:  a sword and shield victorious. 
 

Special Prayers 

 
P:  Lord God, we commend all of these people and situations into Your 
 hands, for You have promised to hear our prayers, through Jesus Christ, 
 Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 

sit 

 

GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS  

 

stand 
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PREFACE                            LSB 208 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise 
again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS                             LSB 208  

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                         LSB 209 

P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 
 As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the 

incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the fullness of 
Your glory in human flesh. 

 We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory 
to us. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood so that we 
may one day behold Your glory face to face. 

 
 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

LORD’S PRAYER                           LSB 209 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD                           LSB 209 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: “Take, eat; this is My † body, which is given for you. This do in 

 remembrance of Me.” 

 
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
 is the new testament in My † blood, which is shed for you for the 
 forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance     
 of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI                             LSB 209 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  Amen. 

 

sit 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“The Lamb”                    LSB 547 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953, Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 
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“O Lord, We Praise Thee”                LSB 617 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546. Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744. Tune: Public domain 
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“Great is Thy Faithfulness”               LSB 809  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960. Tune: William M. Runyan, 1870–1957. Text: Public domain. Tune: Public domain 

 

 

stand 
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NUNC DIMITTIS                               LSB 211  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT                              LSB 212 

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION                      LSB 212 

P:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give 

you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HYMN OF DEPARTURE “Jesus, Lead Thou On”               LSB 718    

 

 

 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. Tune: Adam Drese, 1620–1701. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

THE SENDING 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Welcome to Peace in the name of the Risen Savior! 
We request that visitors register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. We ask that you 
share your name and address so that we can recognize your visit with us. All members are requested to register by 
using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. Members, please indicate all family members present 
and those who took communion, so that the Pastor and Elders can be spiritually accountable for you and your family. 
Are your cell phones turned off? Cell phones are indeed a great convenience in life these days. However, please, out of 
courtesy, silence cell phones during the worship service. Thank you! 
Hearing assist devices and large print bulletins are available for those who may need them. Please see an Usher or the 
Elder who will be happy to assist you.  
A Mother’s Room is available for parents of young children if the need arises. The Mother’s Room in the west hallway. 
The worship service is able to be heard in the Mother’s Room. 

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. Holy Communion. Scripture teaches that Holy Communion is a 
sacred act, established by Christ Himself and is given to His Church. As members of The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, we hold the doctrine of the Real Presence, in with and under; meaning that 
Jesus gives His Body and Blood with the bread and wine, as He Himself says, “This is my body… This is 

my blood… for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:26ff) 

The Holy Scriptures also teach us to receive this meal in a way that is responsible and healthy. As overseer, St. Paul 
wrote- “let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and 
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself” (1 Cor. 11:28-29). Out of genuine care for 
God’s people we ask that those (1) who have not been baptized and instructed in the faith or (2) who come from 
another church body, not in altar or pulpit fellowship with us, refrain from receiving Holy Communion. 
For those preparing to receive Holy Communion, Luther encourages us to ask ourselves these questions: 

Do I repent of my sins, desiring to turn away from them, back to the Lord? 
Do I believe Jesus died and rose for me and gives me His Body and Blood this day “for the forgiveness of sins”? 
Do I intend to use this means of grace to change my life, following His will and way? 

We ask that all who receive the Lord’s Supper fill out a “Care Card” and place it in the offering plate. Please note that 
reduced-alcoholic white wine is available in the center cups of the communion tray. 

Peace Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

 

1228 S Park Ave. 
Neenah, WI 54956 

920-725-0510 
 

Ricky P. Schroeder, Pastor 
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

 

Josiah Fitch, Associate Pastor 
assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES:  
Holy Communion Celebrated at all Services 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday  9:00a.m. 
Sunday Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School (Sept. –May) 10:30 a.m. 
 

Website: www.peaceneenah.com 
 

YouTube: Peace Neenah 


