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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY-BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 

January 6 & 7, 2024 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
 

Divine Service: Setting Three                                                      LSB p. 184 
 

As We Gather 
A new season in the Church Year begins today. Following Advent hope and Christmas 
joy in the Savior born for us, we enter Epiphany, which can be summed up with words 
such as revealing, shining forth, and manifestation. The Word we hear today is fitting as 
epiphanies are things the Lord has done since the beginning of time. The first creation 
was light shining forth on the first day. From that day of creation to the fall into sin to the 
first promise of the Savior, God has shone His light and enabled His people to see and 
know what is needed. As the time was right for Jesus to begin His earthly ministry, it 
began with His Baptism. With John the Baptist in the Jordan River, the Lord reveals and 
shines forth the manifestation of the Word made flesh for us when He says: “You are 
My beloved Son;

 
with You I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11). 

 

PRELUDE 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

GREETING 
P: Peace be with you, 
C: And also with you. 
 

OPENING HYMN “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”                      LSB 394     
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Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, alt. Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

stand 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And with thy spirit. 
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P  Let us pray. Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan 
 River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with 
the  Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in 
their  calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; 
 through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You  and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

sit 
 

CHOIR (Sunday)  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”  
 
THE FIRST LESSON          Genesis 1:1-5 
1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was 
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.  3And God said, 
“Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was 
good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light 
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day. 
E/P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
THE EPISTLE LESSON              Romans 6:1-11 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you 
not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.5For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with 
him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 
would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set 
free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also 
live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never 
die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died 
he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you 
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
E/P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

stand 

https://www.jwpepper.com/sheet-music/media-player.jsp?&type=audio&productID=11393650
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ALLELUIA  

 
 

THE GOSPEL LESSON              Mark 1:4-11 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all 
Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and 
wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he 
preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized 
you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 9In those days 
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the 
heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

sit 
 

CATECHESIS The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
P:  What is Baptism? 
C:  Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God's 

command and combined with God's word. 
 

P:  is that word of God? 
C:  Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: "Therefore go 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." (Matthew 28:19) 

 

P: What benefits does Baptism give? 
C: It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and 

gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and 
promises of God declare. 

 

P:  Which are these words and promises of God? 
C:  Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: "Whoever believes 

and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned." (Mark 16:16) 
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P:  How can water do such great things? 
C:  Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water 

does these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of 
God in the water. For without God's word the water is plain water 
and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is a 
life-giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the 
Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus chapter three: "He saved us 
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might 
become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy 
saying."  (Titus 3:5-8) 

 

P:  What does such baptizing with water indicate? 
C:  It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and 

repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and 
that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in 
righteousness and purity forever. 

 

P:  Where is this written? 
C:  St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: "We were therefore buried 

with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life."  (Romans 6:4) 

 

sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”    LSB 405 
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5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight  Anointed Christ in glorious sight 
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall To save the world and free us all. 

 

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; This man is Christ, our substitute! 
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord 
supreme. 

Text: James P. Tiefel, 1949, alt. Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005744 Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON “You are My Son” Mark 1:4-11 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

stand 
 

OFFERTORY  

 

 

 

 

 
 

sit 
 

INSTALLATION OF ALL ELECTED AND APPOINTED LEADERSHIP 
(Sunday) 
 

GATHERING OF THE OFFERING/MITES 
 

stand 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. Lord of all creation, You spoke all creation into 
being, beginning with light. In this Epiphany season and all our days, 
grant us faith to see the light of Your providing hand, the guidance of the 
light of Your Word, and our Savior as the light of the world. Help us to 
shine Your light of truth and grace to this dark world, that others may 
know You and rejoice in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 

P:  Lord of all grace, though our many sins and shortcomings weigh heavy 
on our hearts, You come to us in Your means of grace and give new life. 
Help us to daily remember our Baptism and to daily rejoice in our identity 
as Your own children and part of Your family. With Christ as the head, 
bless this family of believers within Your Church that through worship 
and fellowship all may be blessed with encouragement, support, service, 
and a zeal for growing in and sharing Your Word. Bless all families and 
homes that parents and children may remain steadfast in faith, trusting in 
You above all things. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 

P:  Lord of all comfort, following the Baptism of Jesus He would seek the 
lost, heal the sick, and show compassion to all. Enable us in boldness 
and confidence to proclaim the wonders of Him who has called us out of 
darkness and into Your marvelous light. Use our words and actions to be 
a blessing to others. For those who are sick and suffering, grant Your 
continued presence and healing according to Your will. Grant patience in 
trials, peace in afflictions, and hope in Your promises now and eternally. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 

Special Prayers 
P:  Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 

PREFACE  
P The Lord be with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from heaven 
revealed Him as Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, 
confirming Him to be the Christ. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS  
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LORD’S PRAYER  
P  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 

 

 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My † body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 
the new testament in My † blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI  
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sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning”     LSB 400  

 

 

 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt. Tune: James P. Harding, 1850–1911, adapt. Text and tune: Public domain 
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“Baptized Into Your Name Most Holy”       LSB 590  

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Jacob Rambach, 1693–1735, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 Text and tune: 

Public domain 

 

“O Lord, We Praise Thee”        LSB 617  
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, 
Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 Tune: Public domain 
 

stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS  
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THANKSGIVING 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS  
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Bless we the Lord. 

 
 
BENEDICTION  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon 

you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you 
and †give you peace. 
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sit 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HYMN OF DEPARTURE “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”       LSB 740 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Brüder-Gemeinen, 1784, LeipzigText and tune: Public domain 

 

THE SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude 
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Welcome to Peace in the name of the Risen Savior! 
We request that visitors register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. We ask that you 
share your name and address so that we can recognize your visit with us. All members are requested to register by 
using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. Members, please indicate all family members present 
and those who took communion, so that the Pastor and Elders can be spiritually accountable for you and your family. 
Are your cell phones turned off? Cell phones are indeed a great convenience in life these days. However, please, out of 
courtesy, silence cell phones during the worship service. Thank you! 
Hearing assist devices and large print bulletins are available for those who may need them. Please see an Usher or the 
Elder who will be happy to assist you.  
A Mother’s Room is available for parents of young children if the need arises. The Mother’s Room in the west hallway. 
The worship service is able to be heard in the Mother’s Room. 

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. Holy Communion. Scripture teaches that Holy Communion is a 
sacred act, established by Christ Himself and is given to His Church. As members of The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, we hold the doctrine of the Real Presence, in with and under; meaning that 
Jesus gives His Body and Blood with the bread and wine, as He Himself says, “This is my body… This is 

my blood… for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:26ff) 

The Holy Scriptures also teach us to receive this meal in a way that is responsible and healthy. As overseer, St. Paul 
wrote- “let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and 
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself” (1 Cor. 11:28-29). Out of genuine care for 
God’s people we ask that those (1) who have not been baptized and instructed in the faith or (2) who come from 
another church body, not in altar or pulpit fellowship with us, refrain from receiving Holy Communion. 
For those preparing to receive Holy Communion, Luther encourages us to ask ourselves these questions: 

Do I repent of my sins, desiring to turn away from them, back to the Lord? 
Do I believe Jesus died and rose for me and gives me His Body and Blood this day “for the forgiveness of sins”? 
Do I intend to use this means of grace to change my life, following His will and way? 

We ask that all who receive the Lord’s Supper fill out a “Care Card” and place it in the offering plate. Please note that 
reduced-alcoholic white wine is available in the center cups of the communion tray. 

Peace Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

 

1228 S Park Ave. 
Neenah, WI 54956 

920-725-0510 
 

Ricky P. Schroeder, Pastor 
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

 

Josiah Fitch, Associate Pastor 
assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES:  
Holy Communion Celebrated at all Services 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday  9:00a.m. 
Sunday Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School (Sept. –May) 10:30 a.m. 
 

Website: www.peaceneenah.com 
 

YouTube: Peace Neenah 


