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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
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As We Gather

Advent is the season of waiting! Soon and very soon our waiting and
planning for Christmas celebrations will come to their close, and we will
rejoice in Christ’'s coming to save us. Such waiting and planning for
Christmas can also guide us as we prepare for Christ’s final advent, His
ultimate coming, when He returns on the Last Day. Until that glorious Day,
when all portions of God’s plan for our salvation will be accomplished, we
are blessed with the peace “which surpasses all understanding” (Philippians
4:7). Such peace is an amazing gift that the Lord gave to the virgin Mary, the
mother of our Lord, when she received God’s Word from the angel Gabriel
and then carried our salvation in her womb, delivering Jesus into the world.
“Let it be to me according to your word,” she said (Luke 1:38). May we say
the same as we gather this day and, like Mary, receive the peace that God
alone can give.

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELLS
GREETING

P: Peace be with you,
C: And also with you.



OPENING HYMN “Hail the Lord’s Anointed”
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1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, Great Da-vid’s great - er  Son!
2 He comeswith res-cue speed -y To those who suf - fer wrong,
3 He shall come down like show -ers Up - on the fruit- ful -earth;

4 Kings shall fall down be - fore Him And gold and
5 O’er
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- cense bring;

ev - 'ty foe vic - to - rious, He on His throne shall rest,
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Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, His reign on earth be - gun!
To help the poor and need - y And bid the weak be strong;
Love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, Spring in His path to birth.
All na-tions shall a - dore Him, His praise all peo-ple sing.
From age to age more glo - rious, All bless-ing and all - blest.
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He comes to break op - pres -sion, To set the cap-tive free,
To give them songs for sigh - ing, Their dark-ness turn to light,
Be - fore Him on the moun-tains Shall peace, the her-ald, go;
To Him shall prayer un - ceas - ing And dai - ly vows as - cend;
The tide of time shall nev - er His cov - e - nant re - move;
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To take a - way trans-gres-sion And rule in eq - ui -ty
Whose souls, con-demnedand dy - ing, Were precious in His sight.
And  righ-teous - ness in foun-tains From hill to val - ley flow.
His king-dom  still in - creas-ing, A  kingdom with - out end.
His  name shall stand for - ev - er— That name to us is Love.

LSB 398

Text: James Montgomery, 1771—-1854, alt. Tune: Leonhart Schréter, c. 1532—c. 1601 Text and tune: Public domain
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

OUT OT OT



P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead
us to everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be
Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You
daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our
prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!

O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
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For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
Text: Stephen P. Starke



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your
might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your
grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
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THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Il Samuel 7:1-11, 16
"Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from
all his surrounding enemies, ’the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now,
| dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” >And Nathan
said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”
*But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, *Go and tell my
servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell
in? ®l have not lived in a house since the day | brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but | have been moving about in a tent for my
dwelling. “In all places where | have moved with all the people of Israel, did |
speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom | commanded to
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?” ®Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says
the LORD of hosts, | took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that
you should be prince over my people Israel. °And | have been with you
wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And |
will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth.
'%And | will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that
they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, "'from the time that | appointed judges
over my people Israel. And | will give you rest from all your enemies.
Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. . .
'"®And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me.
Your throne shall be established forever.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.



THE EPISTLE LESSON Romans 16:25-27
“Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was
kept secret for long ages “°but has now been disclosed and through the
prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 2"to the
only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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THE GOSPEL LESSON Luke 1:26-38
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.

C Glory to You, O Lord.

“®In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, #’to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. “*And he came to her
and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” ®But she was
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this
might be. *°And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. *'And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. **He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, **and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” **And Mary said to the angel, “How will this
be, since | am a virgin?” **And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. **And
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. *’For nothing will be
impossible with God.” **And Mary said, “Behold, | am the servant of the Lord;
let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to You, O Christ.



THE APOSTLES CREED
C | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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HYMN OF THE DAY “My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord” LSB 934
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1 My soul now mag - ni - fies the Lord; My spir - it
2 For He a - lone who shows such might Has done a -
3 His arm is  strong; His strength is great. He  scat - ters
4 He feeds the hun - gry as His own; The wealth -y
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leaps for  joy in Him. He keeps me in  His kind re -
maz - ing things to me. His mer - cy flows; His name like
those of proud in - tent Andcasts them down from high es -
leave with emp - ty hands. He gives His help to Is - ra-
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gard, And 1 am blest  for time to  come.
light Re - mains in time per - pet - ual - ly.
tate, Then gives the low His nour - ish - ment.
el; His gra - cious prom - ise al - ways stands.

Text: Luke 1:46-55; adapt. Stephanie K. Frey, 1952 Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug Text: © 1978
Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 Tune: Public domain

SERMON ‘| am the Servant of the Lord” Luke 1:26-38
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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In the peace of Christ, our comlng King, let us bring our prayers before
our gracious God. Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

: Through Him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace

in which we stand.

For God’s amazing plan of salvation to reach into our hearts, that all
those for whom Christ Jesus came into this world may know the hope,
love, joy, and peace of sins forgiven; for perfect peace to reign in the
hearts and minds of all who believe, that we may be the Lord’s
instruments of peace in a world filled with troubles; in peace, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

For the outpouring of the Spirit of peace upon the Church of Christ

Jesus, that all who wait for His appearing would be strengthened in their

faith and renewed in their boldness to confess His saving name before

all the world; for all those who doubt God’s plan for their lives, that like

the virgin Mary, the Holy Spirit would make His Word come alive in them,

transforming them from the inside out; in peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Jesus said, “Peace | leave with you; My peace | give to you. Not as the
world gives do | give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”

For the comfort and peace of Jesus to touch the lives of all who
experience suffering; for Christ’s peace to dwell among us as we
celebrate His coming to save us, looking forward to the ultimate Day in
which He will come again in all power and glory; in peace, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

With hearts of gratitude and praise, we join with the hosts of heaven and
say:

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with
whom He is pleased!”



Special Prayers
Into Your hands, O gracious God, we entrust our prayers, through Jesus
Christ, our King and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

: Amen.
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GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
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PREFACE
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise
again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:



SANCTUS
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
P —

o

[y o

Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to
proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near.

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His
body and blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of
sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again in glory.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My tbody, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My 1 blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
sit
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“From Heaven Above to Earth | Come” LSB 358
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1 “From heav’n a - bove to earth I come To bear good
2 “To you this night is born a child Of Mar - vy,
3 “This is the Christ, our God Most High, Who hears your
4 “He will on you the gifts be - stow Pre - pared by
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news  to ev - 'ry home; Glad tid - ings of great
cho - sen vir - gin mild; This lit - tle child of
sad and bit - ter cry; He will Him - self your

God for all be - low, That in His king - dom,
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joy I bring, Where - of I now will say and sing:
low - ly birth  Shall be the joy of all the earth.
Sav - ior be From all your sins to set you free.

bright and fair, You may with us His glo - ry share.

5 “These are the signs that you shall mark:
The swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid
By whom the heav'ns and earth were made.”
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6 How glad we'll be to find it so!
Then with the shepherds let us go
To see what God for us has done
In sending us His own dear Son.

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes,
And see what in the manger lies.
Who is this child, so young and fair?
It is the Christ Child lying there.

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery
That You might share Your joy with me.

9 Ah, Lord, though You created all,
How weak You are, so poor and small,
That You should choose to lay Your head
Where lowly cattle lately fed!

10 Were earth a thousand times as fair
And set with gold and jewels rare,
It would be far too poor and small
A cradle for the Lord of all.

11 Instead of soft and silken stuff
You have but hay and straw so rough
On which as King, so rich and great,
To be enthroned in royal state.

12 And so it pleases You to see
This simple truth revealed to me:
That worldly honor, wealth, and might
Are weak and worthless in Your sight.

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,
A quiet chamber set apart
For You to dwell within my heart.

14 My heart for very joy must leap;
My lips no more can silence keep.
|, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradlesong:
12



15 Glory to God in highest heav’n,
Who unto us His Son has giv’n!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt. Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann Text and tune: Public
domain
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
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love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

P Let us bless the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and t give you
peace.

C Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
HYMN OF DEPARTURE “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adorning” LSB 353
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1 Je - sus came, the heav’ns a - dor - ing, Came with peace from
2 Je - sus comes a - gain in mer - cy When our hearts are
3 Je - sus comes to  hearts re - joic - ing, Bring - ing news  of
4 Je - sus comes in joy and sor - row, Shares a - like our
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realms on  high; Je - sus came to win re - demp - tion,
worn with care; Je - sus comes a - gain in an - swer
sins for - giv’n; Je - sus comes with words of glad - ness,
hopes and fears; Je - sus comes, what - e’er be - falls us,
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Low - ly came on earth to die; Al - le - lu - ia!
To an  ear - nest, heart - felt prayer; Al - le - Iu - ia!
Lead - ing souls re-deemed to heav’n. Al - le - Iu - ia!
Cheers our hearts and dries our tears; Al - le - Iu - ial
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Al - le - lu - 1a! Came in deep hu - mil - 1 - ty.
Al - le - lu - ia! Comes to save  us from de - spair.
Al - le - lu - ia! Hope to all  the world is giv'n.
Al - le - lu - ial! Com - forts wus in fail - ing years.
Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt. Tune: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt Text and tune: Public domain
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THE SENDING
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude

CHRISTMAS - NEW YEAR’S EVE SCHEDULE 2023

Our Reqular Weekly Worship Schedule
Saturdays at 5:00 P.M. & Sundays at 9:00 A.M.

Christmas Day Services - Overall Theme: “Peace Came to Earth”

Christmas Eve
Children’s Service
Sunday, December 24 (9:00 A.M.) “Peace Came to Earth”

Candlelight: A Service of Song and Lessons
Sunday, December 24 (7:00 P.M.) “His Name-Immanuel”

Christmas Day
Monday, December 25 (9:00 A.M.) “The Diamond Found in the Manger”

New Year’s Eve
Saturday, December 30 (5:00 P.M.) & Sunday, December 31 (9:00 A.M.)
“A Time for Everything”
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Welcome to Peace in the name of the Risen Savior!

We request that visitors register by using the Communication cards found in the
pew card holders. We ask that you share your name and address so that we can
recognize your visit with us. All members are requested to register by using the
Communication cards found in the pew card holders. Members, please indicate all
family members present and those who took communion, so that the Pastor and
Elders can be spiritually accountable for you and your family.

Are your cell phones turned off? Cell phones are indeed a great convenience in life
these days. However, please, out of courtesy, silence cell phones during the
worship service. Thank you!

Hearing assist devices and large print bulletins are available for those who may
need them. Please see an Usher or the Elder who will be happy to assist you.

A Mother’s Room is available for parents of young children if the need arises. The
Mother’s Room in the west hallway. The worship service is able to be heard in the
Mother’s Room.

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Holy Communion Celebrated at all Services
Saturday 5:00 p.m.

Peace Lutheran Church
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

1228 S Park Ave. Sunday 9:00a.m.
Neenah, WI 54956 Sunday Bible Study 10:30 a.m.
920-725-0510 Sunday School (Sept. —May) 10:30 a.m.
Ricky P. Schroeder, Pastor Website: www.peaceneenah.com

pastor@peaceneenah.com YouTube: Peace Neenah

Josiah Fitch, Associate Pastor _l!l

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com jl'g
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