
1 

 

 

December 20, 2023 



2 

 

MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 3 
 

December 20, 2023 
 

“Our Peace Rests on Him Alone” 
 
ORDER OF VESPERS               LSB p. 229 
 
“Our Peace Rests on Him Alone” 
During one of the busiest and most stressful times of the year, we pause this 
third week of Advent and consider the source of real and abiding peace. This 
harmony with both God and others comes to us neither through our 
exertions of control nor through our best-laid plans, but through the reign of 
our Mighty God come near to us in Jesus, His one and only Son. The 
fulfillment of our everlasting Father’s perfectly executed plan to save the 
world is revealed to us in the straw of the Bethlehem manger and then, 
some thirty-three years later, in the wood and nails of Calvary’s cross. Amid 
the disorder of our chaotic lives, our Prince of Peace gives us what the world 
can never give. Let us center our hearts and minds on our Wonderful 
Counselor, who freely gives His everything so that our peace may rest on 
Him alone. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
PRE-SERVICE SING-A-LONG 
 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”           LSB 357 v. 1, 6-7 
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Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and 

tune: Public domain 

 
“Hark the Glad Sound”          LSB 349 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
GREETING 
P:  Peace be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
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THEME HYMN “Once He Came in Blessing”      LSB 333 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 Tune: Michael 

Weisse, c. 1480–1534 Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 Text (sts. 1, 4) 
and tune: Public domain 

 
stand 

 
OPENING SENTENCES  
P:  O Lord, open my lips, 
C:  and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
 
P:  Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C:  make haste to help me, O Lord. 
 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Praise to 
You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
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PSALM – Psalm 126 
P:  When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
C:  we were like those who dream. 
 
P:  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
C:  and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
 
P:  then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for 

them.” 
C:  The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad. 
 
P:  Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like streams in the Negeb! 
C:  Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy! 
 
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it 

 was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
P:  He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 
C:  shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him. 
 

sit 
 
FIRST READING               Isaiah 9:1-7  
1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who walked in darkness  have 
seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has 
light shined. 3You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they 
divide the spoil. 4For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, 
the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For every 
boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood 
will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING              Romans 12:9-21 
9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one 
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do 
not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, 
be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of 
the saints and seek to show hospitality. 14Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 
those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but 
give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as 
it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, 
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will 
heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good. 
P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
THIRD READING           Matthew 10:34-39 
34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come 
to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to set a man against his 
father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law. 36And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household. 
37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38And 
whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it. 
P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORY FOR ADVENT  
P:  Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for 

David a righteous Branch. 
C: This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 
P:  In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
C:  This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
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P:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C:  This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 
SERIES HYMN “Peace Came to Earth” Insert 
 
SERMON “Our Peace Rests on Him Alone” Isaiah 9:6 
 
God’s peace is present, even when the ___________ is still here. 
 
God stops our search for ____________ and ____________.  
 
We want peace that comes from getting ______________ to 
______________ with us. 
 
Jesus brings peace by _____________ into the ____________ of our 
troubled world and  
 
letting Himself be the center of the world’s _____________.  
 
God made our peace, building it by the ____________ straw & the wood of 
the __________. 
 
CANTICLE “My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord”        LSB 934 

 

 

 
Text: Luke 1:46–55; adapt. Stephanie K. Frey, 1952 Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 

no. 110005744 Tune: Public domain 
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sit 
 
COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING 
 

stand 
 
KYRIE  
ALL: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
All:  Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and  

 the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.   
 
COLLECTS 
P:  O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C:  And let my cry come to You. 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P:  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by the light of Your Holy 

Word, we may be drawn to Jesus and lay our lives before Him in 
worship, receiving from Him the gift of perfect peace. We pray this in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Prince of Peace, who lives and reigns with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS ON BEHALF OF THE CONGREGATION 
 
COLLECT 
P:  O Lord, our dwelling place and our peace, You have compassion on our 

weakness. Put far from us all worry and fearfulness that, having 
confessed our sins and commending ourselves to Your gracious mercy, 
we may, when night shall come, commit ourselves, our work, and all we 
love into Your keeping, receiving from You the gift of quiet sleep; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR PEACE  
P:  O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that 
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS  
P:  Let us bless the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  His name shall be called 
C:  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 
 
P:  The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  Amen. 
 

sit 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HYMN “God Loves Me Dearly”        LSB 392 

 

 

 

 
Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. Composite Tune: German Text and tune: Public domain 

 
DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
Acknowledgments 

Vespers from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
Scripture quotations are from the ESV

®
 Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version
®
), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 



11 

 

MIDWEEK ADVENT – CHRISTMAS – NEW YEAR’S EVE SCHEDULE 2023 

 

Our Regular Weekly Worship Schedule 

Saturdays at 5:00 P.M. & Sundays at 9:00 A.M.  

 

Christmas Day Services - Overall Theme: “Peace Came to Earth” 

 

Christmas Eve 

Children’s Service  

Sunday, December 24 (9:00 A.M.)  “Peace Came to Earth” 

 

Candlelight: A Service of Song and Lessons 

Sunday, December 24 (7:00 P.M.) “His Name-Immanuel” 

 

Christmas Day 

Monday, December 25 (9:00 A.M.)   “The Diamond Found in the Manger” 

 

New Year’s Eve 

Saturday, December 30 (5:00 P.M.) & Sunday, December 31 (9:00 A.M.)  

“A Time for Everything” 



12 

 

Welcome to Peace in the name of the Risen Savior! 
We request that visitors register by using the Communication cards found in the 
pew card holders. We ask that you share your name and address so that we can 
recognize your visit with us. All members are requested to register by using the 
Communication cards found in the pew card holders. Members, please indicate all 
family members present and those who took communion, so that the Pastor and 
Elders can be spiritually accountable for you and your family. 
Are your cell phones turned off? Cell phones are indeed a great convenience in life 
these days. However, please, out of courtesy, silence cell phones during the 
worship service. Thank you! 
Hearing assist devices and large print bulletins are available for those who may 
need them. Please see an Usher or the Elder who will be happy to assist you.  
A Mother’s Room is available for parents of young children if the need arises. The 
Mother’s Room in the west hallway. The worship service is able to be heard in the 
Mother’s Room. 

Peace Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

 

1228 S Park Ave. 
Neenah, WI 54956 

920-725-0510 
 

Ricky P. Schroeder, Pastor 
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

 

Josiah Fitch, Associate Pastor 
assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES:  
Holy Communion Celebrated at all Services 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday  9:00a.m. 
Sunday Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School (Sept. –May) 10:30 a.m. 
 

Website: www.peaceneenah.com 
 

YouTube: Peace Neenah 


