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25th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

November 18 & 19, 2023 
 

Order of Worship  
 

Divine Service: Setting Three                                                      LSB p. 184 
 

AS WE GATHER 
The Last Day may come soon, but in the meantime, many people are 
neglecting to use their abilities and opportunities for God’s purposes. 
Zephaniah writes that it will be a day of wrath and mourning. But for those 
who have realized God’s blessings over the years, as Psalm 90 recalls, 
though the times are mean, each day is an opportunity to “encourage one 
another and build one another up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). Today is an 
opportunity to hear God’s very gracious Word, “well done!” and be 
strengthened to respond by using the talents He has loaned to us. 
 

PRELUDE       Evan Gawron, Jody Gawron & Don Krause 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

GREETING 
P  Peace be with you, 
C  And also with you. 
 

OPENING HYMN “I Want to Walk as a Child of The Light”                 LSB 411     
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Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 

 

stand 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                 LSB p. 184 
P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 



4 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT FOR TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST           LSB  p. 189 
P:  Let us Pray. Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly 

great and precious promises to those who trust in You. Dispel from us 
the works of darkness and grant us to live in the light of Your  Son, 
Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found wanting; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

sit 
 

Choir  “My Hope is Built On Nothing Less” 
 

OLD TESTAMENT           Zephaniah 1:7-16 
7Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is near; the Lord 
has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 8And on the day of 
the Lord’s sacrifice—“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons and all 
who array themselves in foreign attire. 9On that day I will punish everyone 
who leaps over the threshold, and those who fill their master’s house with 
violence and fraud. 10“On that day,” declares the Lord, “a cry will be heard 
from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the 
hills. 11Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar!  For all the traders are no more; all 
who weigh out silver are cut off. 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with 
lamps, and I will punish the men who are complacent, those who say in 
their hearts, ‘The Lord will not do good,  nor will he do ill.’ 13Their goods 
shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, 
they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not 
drink wine from them.” 14The great day of the Lord is near, near and 
hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter; the mighty man 
cries aloud there. 15A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and 
anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a 
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day of clouds and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 
E/P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL 
E/P: These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
C:  They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb. 
 

E/P: Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 
C:  in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

 

THE EPISTLE LESSON            I Thessalonians 5:1-11 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to 
have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day 
of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, 
“There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them 
as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But 
you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 
5For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night 
or of the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep 
awake and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get 
drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, 
having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 
salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are 
awake or asleep we might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another 
and build one another up, just as you are doing. 
E/P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

stand 
 

THE GOSPEL LESSON           Matthew 25:14-30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

  

 14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his 
servants and entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.  



6 

 

Then he went away. 16He who had received the five talents went at once and 
traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17So also he who had the 
two talents made two talents more. 18But he who had received the one talent 
went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19Now after a long 
time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 
20And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five 
talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have 
made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 
Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the two talents 
came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have 
made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 
Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent 
came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where 
you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was 
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 
yours.’ 26But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You 
knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no 
seed? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at 
my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28So take 
the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29For to 
everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But 
from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30And cast 
the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED              LSB p. 191 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
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forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life † 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
“We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God”       LSB 941 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Tune: Gustav Holst, 1874–1934, alt. Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 Tune: Public domain 
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SERMON  
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 

and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

stand 
 

OFFERTORY “Take My Life and Let It Be”            LSB 784 v.1&5 

 

 

 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 Tune: Henri A. C. Malan, 1787–1864 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERINGS  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P:  Let us pray for the Church around the world, for ourselves in this place, 

for people in positions of authority, for families, and for all in need. Guide 
and protect Your Church, Lord Jesus, as it endeavors to share the 
Gospel in the many circumstances of this sin-ridden world. Embolden 
leaders to speak Your Word with conviction, open the ears of those who 
hear the Good News in all circumstances, and grant increase of faith 
and numbers wherever people gather around Word and Sacrament. 

C:  Hear our prayer, O Lord, and let Your favor be upon us and all for 
whom we pray. 

 

P:  O Holy Spirit, strengthen this congregation so that we are a beacon of 
Your gracious love, calling one and all to join us to celebrate the Good 
News shining in this darkened world. 

C:  Hear our prayer, O Lord, and let Your favor be upon us and all for 
whom we pray. 

 

P:  Lord over all, guide and protect the officers of nations; armed forces 
deployed and police at home; leaders of large corporations; those who 
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work in the media; those who grow, tend, and distribute food; and all who 
respond in emergencies, that together they work for the common good. 

C:  Hear our prayer, O Lord, and let Your favor be upon us and all for 
whom we pray. 

 

P:  Heavenly Father, grant peace and love in families, give wisdom to parents 
and willingness to learn to children, and provide faithful congregations, 
caring friends, and extended relatives to support them through all the 
changes in life. 

C:  Hear our prayer, O Lord, and let Your favor be upon us and all for 
whom we pray. 

 

P:  Lord our God, hear the prayers of Your people near and dear to us, 
[including . . .], as well as those known only to You. As fits Your gracious 
plans for them, give healing, relief, and comfort, so that they may live out 
each day in peace and joy. 

C:  Hear our prayer, O Lord, and let Your favor be upon us and all for 
whom we pray. 

 

SPECIAL PRAYERS 
P:  These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly 

Father, grant us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 

PREFACE                  LSB p. 194 
P:  It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS                 LSB p. 195 
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LORD’S PRAYER              LSB p. 196 
P Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 

 

 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD            LSB p. 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My † body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 
the new testament in My † blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI                  LSB p. 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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AGNUS DEI               LSB p. 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“What Is The World To Me”                LSB 730 
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Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

“The Day is Surely Drawing Near”        LSB 508 v.1-5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bartholomäus Ringwaldt, 1532–99; tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832–1919, alt. Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph 

Klug Text and tune: Public domain 
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“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”            LSB 618  

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig Text: © 1941 Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 Tune: Public domain 
 

stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS                LSB p. 199 
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THANKSGIVING                 LSB p. 200 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS            LSB p. 201 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Bless we the Lord. 
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BENEDICTION            LSB p. 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † 
give you peace. 

 
 

sit 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HYMN OF DEPARTURE “The Day is Surely Drawing Near”      LSB 508 v.6&7 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bartholomäus Ringwaldt, 1532–99; tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832–1919, alt. Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
THE SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
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Welcome to Peace in the name of the Risen Savior! 
We request that visitors register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. We 
ask that you share your name and address so that we can recognize your visit with us. All members are 
requested to register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. Members, please 
indicate all family members present and those who took communion, so that the Pastor and Elders can 
be spiritually accountable for you and your family. 
Are your cell phones turned off? Cell phones are indeed a great convenience in life these days. However, 
please, out of courtesy, silence cell phones during the worship service. Thank you! 
Hearing assist devices and large print bulletins are available for those who may need them. Please see 
an Usher or the Elder who will be happy to assist you.  
A Mother’s Room is available for parents of young children if the need arises. The Mother’s Room in the 
west hallway. The worship service is able to be heard in the Mother’s Room. 

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion. Scripture teaches that Holy 
Communion is a sacred act, established by Christ Himself and is given to His Church. As 
members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, we hold the doctrine of the Real 
Presence, in with and under; meaning that Jesus gives His Body and Blood with the bread 

and wine, as He Himself says, “This is my body… This is my blood… for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:26ff) 

The Holy Scriptures also teach us to receive this meal in a way that is responsible and healthy. As overseer, St. 
Paul wrote- “let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself” (1 Cor. 11:28-29). Out of 
genuine care for God’s people we ask that those (1) who have not been baptized and instructed in the faith 
or (2) who come from another church body, not in altar or pulpit fellowship with us, refrain from receiving 
Holy Communion. 
For those preparing to receive Holy Communion, Luther encourages us to ask ourselves these questions: 

Do I repent of my sins, desiring to turn away from them, back to the Lord? 
Do I believe Jesus died and rose for me and gives me His Body and Blood this day “for the forgiveness of 

sins”? 
Do I intend to use this means of grace to change my life, following His will and way? 

We ask that all who receive the Lord’s Supper fill out a “Care Card” and place it in the offering plate. Please 
note that reduced-alcoholic white wine is available in the center cups of the communion tray. 

Peace Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

 
1228 S Park Ave. 

Neenah, WI 54956 
920-725-0510 

 
Ricky P. Schroeder, Pastor 

pastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Josiah Fitch, Associate Pastor 
assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES:  
Holy Communion Celebrated at all Services 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday  9:00a.m. 
Sunday Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School (Sept. –May) 10:30 a.m. 
 
Website: 
www.peaceneenah.com 
 
YouTube: Peace Neenah 


