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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

November 11 & 12, 2023 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
Divine Service: Setting Five                                                        LSB p. 213 
 
AS WE GATHER 
It’s not a big surprise that no one has accurately predicted the end of the 
world—not that it hasn’t been attempted. From religious sects to cult leaders 
to apocalyptic predictions made when we entered a new millennium, a 
fascination grows around those who claim they have it all figured out. We 
are wise though to take the Lord at His word concerning the Last Day. From 
Amos in the Old Testament proclaiming the day of the Lord, to Paul writing 
the Thessalonians about Christ’s return, to Jesus’ parable of the ten virgins, 
the Lord does not give us a date or a time of the end of this world as we 
know it. What He continues to give us, though, are promises of His 
faithfulness, His continued care and providence, and His assurance that 
when that day comes, it will usher in a glorious blessedness in His perfect 
presence that will last forever. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
GREETING 
P:  Peace be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 
OPENING HYMN “Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying”      LSB 516  
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Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
stand 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION              LSB p. 213 
P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY                LSB p. 214 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead 
home His bride, the Church, that with all the company of the redeemed 
we may finally enter into His eternal wedding feast; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

sit 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON       Amos 5:18-24  
18Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! Why would you have the day 
of the Lord? It is darkness, and not light, 19as if a man fled from a lion, and 
a bear met him, or went into the house and leaned his hand against the 
wall, and a serpent bit him. 20Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not 
light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21“I hate, I despise your feasts, 
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22Even though you offer 
me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the 
peace offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look upon them. 23Take 
away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps I will 
not listen. 24But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream.” 
E/P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:    Thanks be to God. 
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THE EPISTLE LESSON         I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will 
bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by 
a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord 
himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 
will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be 
with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
E/P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:    Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”   LSB 663  

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671–1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, 1694, Dresden, alt. Text and 

tune: Public domain 
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stand 
 
THE GOSPEL LESSON              Matthew 25:1-13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. 3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 
4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was 
delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, 
‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those virgins rose 
and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since 
there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy 
for yourselves.’ 10And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, 
and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the 
door was shut. 11Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 
13Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
CREED “We All Believe in One True God”         LSB 953 

 

 

 
Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen Text and 

tune: Public domain 
 

sit 
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SERMON “Wise or Foolish?”            Matthew 25:1-13 
 

stand 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: As the Lord invites us to come to Him with petitions and supplications, 

we commonly close our prayers with “Amen.” Derived from a Hebrew 
verb, amen means “certainty” or “to confirm.” As Martin Luther put it, 
amen means, “Yes, yes, it shall be so.” As we await the day of the Lord, 
we pray in confidence as Scripture closes with the words: “He who 
testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus!” We, in our wait, come to our Lord in prayer, proclaim our 
“amens,” and confidently invite Him to come.  Let us pray for the people 
of God in the Bridegroom, Christ Jesus; His Bride, the Church; and for all 
people according to their needs. 

 
 Heavenly Father, grant to us all things needful and dissuade us from all 

things harmful. Fill the oil in our lamps, strengthen and nourish our faith, 
that united, together we as Your Church and as Your people confidently 
and courageously shine Your light to our neighbors, our community, and 
the world. Amen. 

C:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P:  Heavenly Father, keep us ready in our waiting for the promised day to 

come when the door is opened and we are welcomed to the wedding 
feast. In our wait, keep us from earthly distractions that would lead us 
away from You. By Your Holy Spirit, keep us prepared to welcome Jesus 
when He comes in all His glory at the hour and the day You have set, as 
we remain trusting in Your promises made, promises fulfilled, and 
promises to come. Amen. 

C:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P:  Heavenly Father, You have already called faithful servants from this life 

as they are in Your glorious care and await the resurrection. For we who 
remain on this earth, give comfort and hope to those who grieve. For 
those who struggle with health of mind or sickness of body, grant healing 
according to Your will and lasting peace in light of affliction. For all those 
whose needs are known only to You and for all who face the afflictions of 
this life while awaiting the Last Day at Your time, grant patience. Amen. 

C:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
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P:  Heavenly Father, as we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” awaiting His return, 
we know that in the meantime He even comes to us now through Your 
Word and Means of Grace. In the body and blood given and shed for us 
in, with, and under the bread and wine given and received, forgive us 
our sins and nourish our faith in our waiting that our hearts and lives be 
reflective of the grace You freely give. Amen. 

C:   Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Special Prayers 
P:  Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 

sit 
 
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS 
 

stand 
 
OFFERTORY “Give Thanks”         LSB 806  
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Text and tune: Henry Smith, 1952 Text and tune: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 

 
PREFACE            LSB p. 216 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your 
Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your 
Son in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which 
Christ gives to us His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, 
lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He 
manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us 
from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we 
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may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, 
guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                LSB p. 217 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD (spoken by pastor)           LSB p. 217 
 
THE PAX DOMINI                 LBS p. 217 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

sit 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“Soul, Adorn Yourself With Gladness”       LSB 636 
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5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
Peace beyond all understanding, Joy into all life expanding: 
Humbly now, I bow before You; Love incarnate, I adore You; 
Worthily let me receive You And, so favored, never leave You. 

 
6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 

Jesus, joy of my desiring, Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, Let me be a fit partaker 
Of this blessèd food from heaven, For our good, Your glory, given. 

 
7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, You once left Your throne in heaven 

On the cross for me to languish And to die in bitter anguish, 
To forego all joy and gladness And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
By this blood redeemed and living, Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

 
8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, Let me gladly here obey You. 

By Your love I am invited, Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, Lord, how vast and deep love’s 
treasure. 
Through the gift of grace You give me As Your guest in heav’n receive 
me. 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4–5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3, 6–8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Johann 
Crüger, 1598–1662 Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8) 

and tune: Public domain 
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“When Peace, Like a River”         LSB 763 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt. Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–76 Text and tune: Public domain 
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“I am Content!  My Jesus Ever Lives”         LSB 468 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Johann Joachim Möller, 1660–1733; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
stand 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT (spoken by pastor)    LSB p. 218 
 
BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION              LSB p. 218 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



14 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

sit 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RECOGNITION OF VETERANS 
 
PRAYER FOR VETERANS DAY 
P:  This Veterans Day, O God, receive our thanks for those who have 

served their nation faithfully and loyally. Most of all we give You thanks 
for providing protection and safety to these soldiers of past conflicts and 
wars, and we pray Your divine protection on all who currently serve in 
our armed forces. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C:   hear our prayer. Amen. 
 
HYMN OF DEPARTURE “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”    LSB 919  

 

 
 

5 Abide with Your protection Among us, Lord, our strength, 
Lest world and Satan fell us And overcome at length. 

 
6 Abide, O faithful Savior, Among us with Your love; 

Grant steadfastness and help us To reach our home above. 
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THE SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude(s) 
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Welcome to Peace in the name of the Risen Savior! 
We request that visitors register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. We 
ask that you share your name and address so that we can recognize your visit with us. All members are 
requested to register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. Members, please 
indicate all family members present and those who took communion, so that the Pastor and Elders can 
be spiritually accountable for you and your family. 
Are your cell phones turned off? Cell phones are indeed a great convenience in life these days. However, 
please, out of courtesy, silence cell phones during the worship service. Thank you! 
Hearing assist devices and large print bulletins are available for those who may need them. Please see 
an Usher or the Elder who will be happy to assist you.  
A Mother’s Room is available for parents of young children if the need arises. The Mother’s Room in the 
west hallway. The worship service is able to be heard in the Mother’s Room. 

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion. Scripture teaches that Holy 
Communion is a sacred act, established by Christ Himself and is given to His Church. As 
members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, we hold the doctrine of the Real 
Presence, in with and under; meaning that Jesus gives His Body and Blood with the bread 

and wine, as He Himself says, “This is my body… This is my blood… for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:26ff) 

The Holy Scriptures also teach us to receive this meal in a way that is responsible and healthy. As overseer, St. 
Paul wrote- “let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself” (1 Cor. 11:28-29). Out of 
genuine care for God’s people we ask that those (1) who have not been baptized and instructed in the faith 
or (2) who come from another church body, not in altar or pulpit fellowship with us, refrain from receiving 
Holy Communion. 
For those preparing to receive Holy Communion, Luther encourages us to ask ourselves these questions: 

Do I repent of my sins, desiring to turn away from them, back to the Lord? 
Do I believe Jesus died and rose for me and gives me His Body and Blood this day “for the forgiveness of 

sins”? 
Do I intend to use this means of grace to change my life, following His will and way? 

We ask that all who receive the Lord’s Supper fill out a “Care Card” and place it in the offering plate. Please 
note that reduced-alcoholic white wine is available in the center cups of the communion tray. 

Peace Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

 
1228 S Park Ave. 

Neenah, WI 54956 
920-725-0510 

 
Ricky P. Schroeder, Pastor 

pastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Josiah Fitch, Associate Pastor 
assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES:  
Holy Communion Celebrated at all Services 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday  9:00a.m. 
Sunday Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School (Sept. –May) 10:30 a.m. 
 
Website: 
www.peaceneenah.com 
 
YouTube: Peace Neenah 


