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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST/LWML SUNDAY 
 

September 30 & October 1, 2023   
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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST/LWML SUNDAY 
 

September 30 & October 1, 2023   
 

“THE KING IS COMING” 
 

PRELUDE 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

GREETING 
P:  Peace be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION “The Church’s One Foundation”     LSB 644 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt. Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

stand 
 

RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM (Sunday)          LSB p. 268  
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HYMN OF WELCOME (Sunday) “Father Welcomes”    LSB 605  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Robin Mann, 1949 Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 

 

(Service continues with the Salutation Collect of the Day) 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
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deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead 
us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. O God, You did not spare Your own Son but gave Him up 
for us all. Grant that by faith we may trust in Your promises and live 
according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                 Isaiah 2:1–5 
1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 2It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the 
house of the Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, 
3and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach 
us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between 
the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
E/P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE            1 Peter 2:4–10 
4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 
chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as 
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I 
am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7So the honor is for you who 
believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock 
of offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 
destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were 
not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
E/P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

stand 
 

HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 11:25–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and 
revealed them to little children; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 
27All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows 
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED (Saturday)         LSB p.206 
ALL: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord 
Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 



6 

 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 

sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “The King of Glory Comes”  

 

 

 

 
Text: Willard F. Jabusch, b. 1930 Tune: Israeli melody Text: © 1966, 1985 Willard F. Jabusch, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: 11031342 no. 11031342 Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON “The King is Coming”       Psalm 24:7-10 
7Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King 
of glory may come in. 8Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and 
mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! 9Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them 
up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 10Who is this King of 
glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory! 
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stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P:  Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with 

me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children 
on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and 
all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the 
fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false 
doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and 
profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 

P:  May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and 
those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be 
increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 

P:  Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in 
death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may 
be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your 
merciful hands we commend all who are in need, praying for them at all 
times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 

P:  Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and 
help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 

P:  Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that 
our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before 
You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 

P:  Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue 
our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil 
with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 

P:  And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and 
soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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Special Prayers 
P:  We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 

sit 
 

INGATHERING OF THE MITES/GATHERING OF THE OFFERING 
 

stand 
 

PREFACE                 LSB p.208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise 
again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS              LSB 208 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING          LSB p. 209 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life. In Your righteous judgment 
You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, 
and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, 
in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all 
who trust in Him. We give You thanks for the redemption You have 
prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we 
may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body 
and blood. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

LORD'S PRAYER          LSB p.209 
ALL:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD (Spoken by the pastor.)  
 

PAX DOMINI               LSB p.209 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

(sit) 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“O Savior, Precious Savior”           LSB 527 
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Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 Tune: Arthur H. Mann, 1850–1929 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”           LSB 575 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 Text and tune: Public domain 
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“In Christ There Is No East or West”        LSB 653 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): John Oxenham, 1852–1941, alt.; (st. 2): Mark A. Jeske, 1952; (st. 3): Michael A. Perry, 1942–96 Tune: African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866–1949 Text (st. 2): © 1993 

Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744   Text (sts. 1, 4–5) and tune: Public domain 

 

stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN  
“Serve the Lord With Gladness” (Tune: LSB 662 “Onward Christian Soldiers”) 
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“Serve the Lord with gladness!” It is He alone  
Who redeemed us sinners, Guides us as His own  
To enjoy the blessings Of His love and Grace, 
Will at last in glory Meet us face to face. 
Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim: 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name. 
 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” He gave us command  
To proclaim His Gospel Now in every land  
So that fellow sinners, may, like us, be blest, 
Leading them to Jesus, We can serve Him best. 
Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim: 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name. 
 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” There’s no greater joy  
Than to serve the Master, Work in His employ.  
As we build His kingdom Angels, too, rejoice 
Over every sinner brought to hear His voice. 
Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim: 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name. 
 

THE SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created 
by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Welcome to Peace in the name of the Risen Savior! 
We request that visitors register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. We 
ask that you share your name and address so that we can recognize your visit with us. All members are 
requested to register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. Members, please 
indicate all family members present and those who took communion, so that the Pastor and Elders can 
be spiritually accountable for you and your family. 
Are your cell phones turned off? Cell phones are indeed a great convenience in life these days. However, 
please, out of courtesy, silence cell phones during the worship service.  
Thank you! 
Hearing assist devices and large print bulletins are available for those who may need them. Please see 
an Usher or the Elder who will be happy to assist you.  
A Mother’s Room is available for parents of young children if the need arises. The Mother’s Room in the 
west hallway. The worship service is able to be heard in the Mother’s Room. 

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion. Scripture teaches that Holy 
Communion is a sacred act, established by Christ Himself and is given to His Church. As 
members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, we hold the doctrine of the Real 
Presence, in with and under; meaning that Jesus gives His Body and Blood with the bread and 

wine, as He Himself says, “This is my body… This is my blood… for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:26ff) 
The Holy Scriptures also teach us to receive this meal in a way that is responsible and healthy. As overseer, St. 
Paul wrote- “let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself” (1 Cor. 11:28-29). Out of 
genuine care for God’s people we ask that those (1) who have not been baptized and instructed in the faith 
or (2) who come from another church body, not in altar or pulpit fellowship with us, refrain from receiving 
Holy Communion. 
For those preparing to receive Holy Communion, Luther encourages us to ask ourselves these questions: 

Do I repent of my sins, desiring to turn away from them, back to the Lord? 
Do I believe Jesus died and rose for me and gives me His Body and Blood this day “for the forgiveness of 

sins”? 
Do I intend to use this means of grace to change my life, following His will and way? 

We ask that all who receive the Lord’s Supper fill out a “Care Card” and place it in the offering plate. Please 
note that reduced-alcoholic white wine is available in the center cups of the communion tray. 


