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17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

September 23 & 24, 2023 
 

Divine Service 5                                                                                  LSB 213 
 

PRELUDE 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

GREETING 
P: Peace be with you, 
C: And also with you. 
 

OPENING HYMN “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”          LSB 782 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 

no. 110005744 Tune: Public domain 
 

Stand 
 

INVOCATION  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION               LSB 213 
P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You 
relying on anything we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and 
live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

CHOIR  (Sunday)– “We Are Called” 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING             Isaiah 55:1-13 
1“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no 
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price. 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and 
eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline your ear, and 
come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an 
everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4Behold, I made 
him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did 
not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, and of the 
Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 6“Seek the Lord while he may 
be found; call upon him while he is near; 7let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he 
may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, declares the Lord. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. 10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do 
not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving 
seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes 
out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish 
that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and 
the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the 
cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a 
name for the Lord, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE           Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 
12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout 
the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for 
Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by 
my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. . . . 
19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation 
and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as 
always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For 
to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that 



5 

 

means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard 
pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is 
far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 
25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for 
your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause 
to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 
27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of 
the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear 
sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 
29For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not 
only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the same conflict 
that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

HOLY GOSPEL            Matthew 20:1–16 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went 
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with 
the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going 
out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and 
to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give 
you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, 
he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others 
standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They 
said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the 
vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, 
up to the first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of 
them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, they thought 
they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11And 
on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne 
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of 
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a 
denarius? 14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last 
worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
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belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be 
first, and the first last.” 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 
 

CREEDAL HYMN “We All Believe in One True God”       LSB 953 

 

 

 
Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen Text and 

tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                       LSB 215 
P: … Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P:  We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

PREFACE           LSB 216 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your 
Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your 
Son in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which 
Christ gives to us His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, 
lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless love which He 
manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us 
from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we 
may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, 
guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

      who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P: In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and 
with His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD                LSB 217 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My † body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

P:  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My † blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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C: Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
“Lord of All Hopefulness”            LSB 738 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jan Struther, 1901–53 Tune: Irish Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 Tune: Public domain 
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“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”                LSB 680 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929 Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110005744 
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“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”         LSB 643 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. Tune: Welsh Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 

Tune: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT           LSB 218 
P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that 
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and 
we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 
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minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS             LSB 218 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give 
you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HYMN OF DEPARTURE “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”      LSB 924 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 Text and tune: Public 

domain 
 

THE SENDING 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude 
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Welcome to Peace in the name of the Risen Savior! 
We request that visitors register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. We 
ask that you share your name and address so that we can recognize your visit with us. All members are 
requested to register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. Members, please 
indicate all family members present and those who took communion, so that the Pastor and Elders can 
be spiritually accountable for you and your family. 
Are your cell phones turned off? Cell phones are indeed a great convenience in life these days. However, 
please, out of courtesy, silence cell phones during the worship service.  
Thank you! 
Hearing assist devices and large print bulletins are available for those who may need them. Please see 
an Usher or the Elder who will be happy to assist you.  
A Mother’s Room is available for parents of young children if the need arises. The Mother’s Room in the 
west hallway. The worship service is able to be heard in the Mother’s Room. 

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion. 
Scripture teaches that Holy Communion is a sacred act, established by Christ Himself and is 
given to His Church. As members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, we hold the doc-
trine of the Real Presence, in with and under; meaning that Jesus gives His Body and Blood 

with the bread and wine, as He Himself says, “This is my body… This is my blood… for the forgiveness of 
sins.” (Matthew 26:26ff) 
The Holy Scriptures also teach us to receive this meal in a way that is responsible and healthy. As overseer, St. 
Paul wrote- “let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself” (1 Cor. 11:28-29). Out of 
genuine care for God’s people we ask that those (1) who have not been baptized and instructed in the faith 
or (2) who come from another church body, not in altar or pulpit fellowship with us, refrain from receiving 
Holy Communion. 
For those preparing to receive Holy Communion, Luther encourages us to ask ourselves these questions: 

Do I repent of my sins, desiring to turn away from them, back to the Lord? 
Do I believe Jesus died and rose for me and gives me His Body and Blood this day “for the forgiveness of 

sins”? 
Do I intend to use this means of grace to change my life, following His will and way? 

We ask that all who receive the Lord’s Supper fill out a “Care Card” and place it in the offering plate. Please 
note that reduced-alcoholic white wine is available in the center cups of the communion tray. 

Peace Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

 
1228 S Park Ave. 

Neenah, WI 54956 
920-725-0510 

 
Ricky P. Schroeder, Pastor 

pastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Josiah Fitch, Associate Pastor 
assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES:  
Holy Communion Celebrated at all Services 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday  9:00a.m. 
Sunday Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School (Sept. –May) 10:30 a.m. 
 
Website: www.peaceneenah.com 
 
YouTube: Peace Neenah 


