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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

CELEBRATING MINISTRY TO THE ARMED FORCES 
 

July 1 & 2, 2023 
 
PRELUDE 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
GREETING 
P:  Peace be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 
OPENING HYMN “America the Beautiful”          SGBK 4 
 

stand 
 
INVOCATION 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES  
P:  For freedom Christ has set us free; 
C:  stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
 
P:  Walk by the Spirit, 
C:  and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
P:  Eternal Father, strong to save, in the beginning You created all things 

good: the sea, the land, the air, the creatures in their rightful place, and 
the crown of Your creation, humanity, which was very good and intended 
for a perfect relationship with You. Sin ceased the perfect world, and 
because of that we come to You in confession of our faults and failings. 

C:  We are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your  

 present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
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we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

 
P:  Our eternal Father is strong to save and has done that in giving His only-

begotten Son into this once-perfect world to be the only needed sacrifice 
for our sins so we and all creation may be renewed, redeemed, and 
restored in relationship with Him. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 
P:  For freedom Christ has set us free; 
C:  stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
 
P:  Walk by the Spirit, 
C:  and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE “Battle Hymn of the Republic” SGBK 6 
 
SALUTATION 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. God of all nations, we thank You for our free land and the 

liberties we treasure. Guide Your people by Your Spirit that this nation 
may set an example to the world of justice and freedom. From the 
blessings of the past to the present, grant all future prosperity according 
to Your will. Give all peoples of all lands and nations faith in You that glory 
may be brought to Your name and eternal blessings to all people 
throughout Your created world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

sit 
 
SOLO "America My Home"                         Lynne Schroeder 
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THE LESSON             Ephesians 6:10-20 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of 
the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having 
fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness 
given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, 
with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 
praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end 
keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and 
also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to 
proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, 
that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

sit 
 
HYMN “Onward, Christian Soldiers”          LSB 662 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON “Be Strong in the Lord”                Ephesians 6:10, 14 
 

stand 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed   
All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 
all worlds, God of God, light of light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose 
kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
and giver of life, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who 
with the Father and Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who 
spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic church, I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of 
sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 

 
sit 
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GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS 
 

stand 
 
OFFERTORY “God Bless Our Native Land”          LSB 965 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P:  Let us pray for the church of God, this nation, all nations, and for all 

people according to their needs. Gracious Father, You have given all we 
need for this body and life with Your creation and providential care. Help 
us see from the earthly to the eternal the greatest gift You have given in 
Your Son that we may be and remain forgiven and free. 

 
P:  We give You thanks for this land in which we are citizens, even as we are 

assured of our citizenship in heaven. Bless our country that Your wisdom, 
justice, compassion, and mercy be unveiled through those placed in 
leadership. Be with all nations in the world that wars may end, the greater 
good of all people be worked for, and peace had among all. 

 
P:  As You have given humanity, the crown of Your creation, dominion over all 

You have made, enable and empower us to be good and faithful stewards 
of everything we are blessed to have, including our time, our treasures, 
our abilities, and the very earth with which we are blessed. Grant that our 
work, vocations, and relationships honor and glorify You in all we do. 

 
P:  We pray for those who face suffering and strife in body, mind, and spirit 

[especially . . .]. Grant them healing and comfort according to Your will. As 
we face the consequences of sin and the troubles of temptation around 
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us each day, draw us near to our Savior Jesus Christ, who has set us  
 free with full forgiveness through His victory over the cross and the 

grave, until that Last Day when all things will be made new. 
 

Special Prayers 
P:  Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P:  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth. Even when creation 

rebelled against You, You gave Your only-begotten Son into death that 
we might be saved and set free from the lasting consequences of sin 
and eternal death. By Your Spirit, prepare our hearts to receive the true 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in faith. 

C: Amen. 
D:  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 
P:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes. 
C:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P:  O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your 
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, 
Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 
coming for the final judgment. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  
All: Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
Kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   

 
PAX DOMINI 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  Amen. 
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sit 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”       LSB 657 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 Tune: Public domain 

 
“Faith of Our Fathers”           SGBK 16 
“My Country ‘Tis of Thee”          SGBK 54 
 

stand 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P:  Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift. As Christ has forgiven us and set 
us free, we rejoice in our independence from all we ever need fear. Grant 
Your holy and life-giving Spirit that we may serve You as we seek to end 
divisions, overcome prejudice, and seek justice. Grant that we live in 
peace with one another through the peace You have restored in our 
relationship with You; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 
CLOSING SENTENCES 
P:  For freedom Christ has set us free; 
C:  stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
 
P:  Walk by the Spirit, 
C:  and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
 
BENEDICTION  
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you 
peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

sit 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RECOGNITION OF THOSE ACTIVELY SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES 
 
RECOGNITION OF VETERANS 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENCE IN HONOR OF THOSE WHO SACRIFICED FOR 
FREEDOM’S SAKE 
 

stand 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH IN GOD AND LOVE OF COUNTRY   
 

+++ Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag +++ 
All: I pledge allegiance to the flag, of the United States of America, and 

to the republic for which it stands; one nation, under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

 
+++ Pledge of Allegiance to the Christian Flag +++ 

All: I pledge allegiance to the cross of my Lord, Jesus Christ and to 
the faith for which it stands; one Savior, King Eternal, with mercy 
and grace for all. 

 
HYMN  “Star Spangled Banner”         SGBK 74  
 
THE SENDING 
P:  Go in peace, "encourage one another, and build one another up" as you 

serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Preacher Pastor Schroeder 

Liturgist Pastor Fitch 

Organist                             Janelle Bonson 

Elder                                         

Head Usher                           Sat Loren Wahl 

                                              Sun Tim & Dylan Florek, Nick Nemecek 

Altar Guild Monica Jeske 

Greeter                                   Sat.  

                                                Sun  

Coffee Pastor & Lynne 

Flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by David & Marilyn 

Henneman in honor of their 60th wedding Anniversary on June 29th. 
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Welcome to Peace in the name of the Risen Savior! 
We request that visitors register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. We 
ask that you share your name and address so that we can recognize your visit with us. All members are 
requested to register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. Members, please 
indicate all family members present and those who took communion, so that the Pastor and Elders can 
be spiritually accountable for you and your family. 
Are your cell phones turned off? Cell phones are indeed a great convenience in life these days. However, 
please, out of courtesy, silence cell phones during the worship service.  
Thank you! 
Hearing assist devices and large print bulletins are available for those who may need them. Please see 
an Usher or the Elder who will be happy to assist you.  
A Mother’s Room is available for parents of young children if the need arises. The Mother’s Room in the 
west hallway. The worship service is able to be heard in the Mother’s Room. 

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion 
Scripture teaches that Holy Communion is a sacred act, established by Christ Himself and is 
given to His Church. As members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, we hold the doc-
trine of the Real Presence, in with and under; meaning that Jesus gives His Body and Blood 

with the bread and wine, as He Himself says, “This is my body… This is my blood… for the forgiveness of 
sins.” (Matthew 26:26ff) 
The Holy Scriptures also teach us to receive this meal in a way that is responsible and healthy. As overseer, St. 
Paul wrote- “let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself” (1 Cor. 11:28-29). Out of 
genuine care for God’s people we ask that those (1) who have not been baptized and instructed in the faith 
or (2) who come from another church body, not in altar or pulpit fellowship with us, refrain from receiving 
Holy Communion. 
For those preparing to receive Holy Communion, Luther encourages us to ask ourselves these questions: 

Do I repent of my sins, desiring to turn away from them, back to the Lord? 
Do I believe Jesus died and rose for me and gives me His Body and Blood this day “for the forgiveness of 

sins”? 
Do I intend to use this means of grace to change my life, following His will and way? 

We ask that all who receive the Lord’s Supper fill out a “Care Card” and place it in the offering plate. Please 
note that reduced-alcoholic white wine is available in the center cups of the communion tray. 

Peace Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

 
1228 S Park Ave. 

Neenah, WI 54956 
920-725-0510 

 
Ricky P. Schroeder, Pastor 

pastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Josiah Fitch, Associate Pastor 
assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES:  
Holy Communion Celebrated at all Services 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday  9:00a.m. 
Sunday Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School (Sept. –May) 10:30 a.m. 
 
Website: www.peaceneenah.com 
 
Youtube: Peace Neenah 


