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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

STEWARDSHIP EMPHASIS: GOD’S LOVE COMPELS US 
 

“GOD LOVES US AND MEETS US AT THE POINT OF OUR NEED” 
 

March 11 & 12, 2023 
 

PRELUDE 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

GREETING 
P:  Peace be with you, 
C:  And also with you. 
 

OPENING HYMN “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”      LSB 844 

 

 

 

  
Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916–2018, alt. Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt. Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110005744 Tune: Public domain 
 

stand 
 

 



3 

 

INVOCATION 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 
P: In the presence of Almighty God, Whose Word shines the light of grace 

into our sin-darkened lives, let us confess our sins. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us, forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the 
Word I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

LITANY 
P:  Dear Father, out of unfathomable love You made heaven and earth. 

You have honored us with the privilege of being Your stewards to care 
for Your creation.   

C:  Help us, Lord, to carry out our stewardship tasks faithfully and 
responsibly. 

 

P:  As Your stewards, we pray that You will fill us with Your wisdom and 
strength so that we may use our time, talents, and treasures in ways 
that glorify You. 

C:  Lord, we thank You for the opportunity of being Your stewards. 
Help us to be instruments of Your love to others. 

 

P:  Dear Jesus, in Your ministry here on earth, You became our model for 
stewardship. You lived the perfect life of stewardship in our place. 
Because of Your love, sacrifice, and obedience, we are delivered from 
the requirements of the Law to stewardship motivated by grace. 

C:  Lord, we pray that what we do as Your stewards will give You honor 
and praise. 
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P:  Help us, Lord, to be faithful channels through which You work.  Through 
our hands and feet, You bring love and care to the needy; through our 
lips, You tell others of Your life-saving Gospel; and through our minds, 
hearts, and checkbooks, You support the work of Your Church. 

C:  Lord, help us to respond to Your love and grace with thankful and 
grateful hearts. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to 
all who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with 
penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 
unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Exodus 17:1-7              ESV p.69 
1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of 
Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped at 
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the 
people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses 
said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3But 
the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses 
and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children 
and our livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I do 
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5And the Lord said to 
Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of 
Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 
6Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall 
strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And 
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of 
the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of 
Israel, and because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord among us 
or not?” 
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE LESSON   I John 4:7-21           ESV p. 1212 
7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 
has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not 
know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given 
us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his 
Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son 
of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and 
to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in 
love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17By this is love perfected with 
us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he 
is so also are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love 
casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
been perfected in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, 
“I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And 
this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his 
brother. 
P:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

stand 
 

GOSPEL LESSON   Luke 15:11-32            ESV p.1039 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
11[Jesus said:] “There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of 
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming 
to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, the 
younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and 
there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14And when he had spent 
everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in 
need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, 
who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he was longing to be fed with 
the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 
17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18I will 
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arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat 
me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his father. 
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, 
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21And the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the 
best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 
24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ 
And they began to celebrate. 
25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he called one of the servants and 
asked what these things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received 
him back safe and sound.’ 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father 
came out and entreated him, 29but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many 
years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you 
never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But 
when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with 
prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, 
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting to 
celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was 
lost, and is found.’” 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

sit 
 

HYMN “Forgive Us Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness” LSB 788 Tune: LSB 878 
1 Forgive us, Lord, for shallow thankfulness,  
 For dull content with warmth and sheltered care, 
 For songs of praise for food and harvest press, 
 While of Your richer gifts we’re unaware: 
 

2 Teach us to thank You, Lord, for love and grace, 
For life and vision, for a purpose clear, 
For Christ Your Son, and for each human face 
That shows Your message ever new and near. 

 

3 Forgive us, Lord, for selfish thanks and praise, 
For words that speak at variance with deeds; 
Forgive our thanks for walking pleasant ways 
Unmindful of a broken brother’s needs: 
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4 Teach us, O Lord, true thankfulness divine, 
That gives as Christ gave, never counting cost, 
That knows no barrier of “yours” and “mine,” 
Assured that only what’s withheld is lost. 

 

5 Forgive us, Lord, for feast that knows not fast, 
For joy in things that meanwhile starve the soul, 
For walls and wars that hide Your mercies vast 
And blur our vision of the Kingdom goal: 

 

6 Open our eyes to see Your love’s intent, 
To know with minds and hearts its depth and height; 
May thankfulness be days in service spent, 
Reflection of Christ’s life and love and light. 

Text: William Watkins Reid, Sr., 1890–1983, alt. Text: © 1965, renewed 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110005744 

 

SERMON  
“God Loves Us and Meets Us at the Point of Our Need”    I John 4:7-12 
 

stand 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed   
ALL: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord 
Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, light of light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, Whose kingdom will have no end.  And I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
church, I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 

sit 
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A WORD FROM THE STEWARDSHIP BOARD 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING 
 

stand 
 

OFFERTORY “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”       LSB 955 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80 Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005744 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P:  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh 
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
and His blood on the cross. Gathered in the name and the 
remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, so that we be renewed as Your sons and 
daughters. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
ALL:  Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil; For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD (spoken by the pastor) 
 

THE PAX DOMINI  
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  Amen. 
 

sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
“Have Thine Own Way Lord”                SGBK 25 
“Freely, Freely”           SGBK 19 
“The Lord Hath Helped Me Hitherto”       SGBK 80 
 

stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
P:  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of 

the feast to come in the Holy supper of Your Son’s body and blood.  
Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on 
the Day of His coming, we may, together, with all Your saints, celebrate 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.  
 

BENEDICTION  
P:  May God go before you to lead you, behind you to protect you, beneath 

you to uphold you. May God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; go with 
you to bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

sit 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HYMN OF DEPARTURE ““Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” 577 

 

 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt. Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London Text and tune: Public domain 

 

THE SENDING 
P:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE(S)  
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MIDWEEK LENTEN, HOLY WEEK, AND EASTER SERVICES 2023 
OVERALL THEME: "PROMISED TREASURES" 

 

Fellowship Suppers at 6:00 P.M.  
 

MIDWEEK LENT 3: Wednesday, March 15 at 7:00 P.M.  
THEME: "Light Shinning in the Darkness" 
 

MIDWEEK LENT 4: Wednesday, March 22 at 7:00 P.M.  
THEME: "Bread of Life"     
 

MIDWEEK LENT 5: Wednesday, March 29 at 7:00 P.M.  
THEME: "Palms and Victory" 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY: Thursday, April 6 at 7:00 P.M. ** 
THEME: "Water and Blood" 
 

GOOD FRIDAY: Friday, April 7 at 7:30 P.M.  
THEME: "The Old, Rugged, Wooden Cross" 

 

EASTER SATURDAY – NO WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

EASTER SUNDAY – SUNRISE: Sunday, April 9 at 6:30 A.M. ** 
THEME: "The Oil of Joy and Gladness" 
 

EASTER SUNDAY – FESTIVAL: Sunday, April 9 at 9:00 A.M. ** 
THEME: "Welcome to the Promised Land of Milk and Honey" 
 

Holy Communion is being offered **  
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Welcome to Peace in the name of the Risen Savior! 
We request that visitors register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. We 
ask that you share your name and address so that we can recognize your visit with us. All members are 
requested to register by using the Communication cards found in the pew card holders. Members, please 
indicate all family members present and those who took communion, so that the Pastor and Elders can 
be spiritually accountable for you and your family. 
Are your cell phones turned off? Cell phones are indeed a great convenience in life these days. However, 
please, out of courtesy, silence cell phones during the worship service.  
Thank you! 
Hearing assist devices and large print bulletins are available for those who may need them. Please see 
an Usher or the Elder who will be happy to assist you.  
A Mother’s Room is available for parents of young children if the need arises. The Mother’s Room in the 
west hallway. The worship service is able to be heard in the Mother’s Room. 

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion 
Scripture teaches that Holy Communion is a sacred act, established by Christ Himself and is 
given to His Church. As members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, we hold the doc-
trine of the Real Presence, in with and under; meaning that Jesus gives His Body and Blood 

with the bread and wine, as He Himself says, “This is my body… This is my blood… for the forgiveness of 
sins.” (Matthew 26:26ff) 
The Holy Scriptures also teach us to receive this meal in a way that is responsible and healthy. As overseer, St. 
Paul wrote- “let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself” (1 Cor. 11:28-29). Out of 
genuine care for God’s people we ask that those (1) who have not been baptized and instructed in the faith 
or (2) who come from another church body, not in altar or pulpit fellowship with us, refrain from receiving 
Holy Communion. 
For those preparing to receive Holy Communion, Luther encourages us to ask ourselves these questions: 

Do I repent of my sins, desiring to turn away from them, back to the Lord? 
Do I believe Jesus died and rose for me and gives me His Body and Blood this day “for the forgiveness of 

sins”? 
Do I intend to use this means of grace to change my life, following His will and way? 

We ask that all who receive the Lord’s Supper fill out a “Care Card” and place it in the offering plate. Please 
note that reduced-alcoholic white wine is available in the center cups of the communion tray. 

Peace Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

 
1228 S Park Ave. 

Neenah, WI 54956 
920-725-0510 

 
Ricky P. Schroeder, Pastor 

pastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Josiah Fitch, Associate Pastor 
assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES:  
Holy Communion Celebrated at all Services 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday  9:00a.m. 
Sunday Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School (Sept. –May) 10:30 a.m. 
 
Website: www.peaceneenah.com 
 
Youtube: Peace Neenah 


