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MIDWEEK OF LENT 2 

WATER GIVES ME LIFE 
MARCH 8, 2023 

 

AS WE GATHER 
Water is life. Water is everywhere. Not only is this true in the world around us, but 
it is also true in the Scriptures. Throughout the Bible, we witness our Creator 
giving us new life—cleansing, reshaping, even re-creating—through the water of 
the Spirit and through the living and active Word of Jesus. Today our attention is 
drawn to the promised treasure of the life-giving water that God uses to claim us 
as His children and unite us to His Son’s death and resurrection. With the Savior, 
who steps into the water with us, we “daily emerge and arise to live before God in 
righteousness and purity forever” (Small Catechism, Baptism, Fourth Part). 
 

PRELUDE 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

GREETING 
P: Peace be with you, 
C: And also with you. 
 

OPENING HYMN “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”        LSB 435
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Stand 
 

OPENING SENTENCES                        LSB, p. 229 
P O Lord, open my lips, 

 
 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
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OPENING SENTENCES                        LSB, p. 229 
P O Lord, open my lips, 

 
 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

 

 

 

 
 

+ Psalmody + 
PSALM               Psalm 23 
P The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
C He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside 

still waters. 
 

P He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for 
His name’s sake. 



5 

 
C Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, I will fear no evil, 
 

P for You are with me; 
C Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
 

P You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
C You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
 

P Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
C and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Glory be to 

the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

CHOIR "Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying" 
 

+ Readings + 
READING OF THE PASSION OF OUR LORD PART 2                
                Matthew 26:36-75 
36

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his 
disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 

37
And taking with him Peter and 

the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 
38

Then he said to 
them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 
39

And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 
40

And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, 
could you not watch with me one hour? 

41
Watch and pray that you may not enter 

into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
42

Again, for the 
second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I 
drink it, your will be done.” 

43
And again he came and found them sleeping, for their 

eyes were heavy. 
44

So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third 
time, saying the same words again. 

45
Then he came to the disciples and said to 

them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

46
Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer 

is at hand.” 
47

While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 
48

Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; 
seize him.” 

49
And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And 

he kissed him. 
50

Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they 



6 

 
came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 

51
And behold, one of those who 

were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of 
the high priest and cut off his ear. 

52
Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into 

its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 
53

Do you think that I 
cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of 
angels? 

54
But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” 

55
At that 

hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords 
and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not 
seize me. 

56
But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be 

fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled. 
 
57

Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the 
scribes and the elders had gathered. 

58
And Peter was following him at a distance, as 

far as the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see 
the end. 

59
Now the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking false testimony 

against Jesus that they might put him to death, 
60

but they found none, though many 
false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 

61
and said, “This man said, ‘I 

am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” 
62

And the high 
priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men 
testify against you?” 

63
But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I 

adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 
64

Jesus said 
to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

65
Then the 

high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further 
witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. 

66
What is your 

judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” 
67

Then they spit in his face and 
struck him. And some slapped him, 

68
saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it 

that struck you?” 
69

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him 
and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 

70
But he denied it before them all, 

saying, “I do not know what you mean.” 
71

And when he went out to the entrance, 
another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with 
Jesus of Nazareth.” 

72
And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 

73
After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are 

one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 
74

Then he began to invoke a curse on 
himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 
75

And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny 
me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL READING           John 3:1–8 
P A reading from St. John, the third chapter. 
1
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

2
This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You 

are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that You do unless 
God is with him.” 

3
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 

born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4
Nicodemus said to Him, “How 

can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb and be born?” 

5
Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 

spirit. 
7
Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 

8
The wind 

blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
LENT RESPONSORY (Sung)     LSB, p. 231 
P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

 
 

P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

 
 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

 
 

SERIES HYMN “One House Abides Unending” (See insert) 
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SERMON – “Water Gives Me Life” 
 

+ Canticle + 
ANTIPHON        LSB, p. 231 
L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

 
 

MAGNIFICAT (Spoken)      LSB, p. 231 
All: My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, 

my Savior; for He has regarded the lowliness of His 
handmaiden. 

 For behold, from this day all generations will call me 
blessed. 

 For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is 
His name; 

 and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to 
generation. 

 He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the 
proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has 
exalted the lowly. 

 He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He 
has sent empty away. 

 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His 
mercy as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his 
seed forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING 
 

+ Prayer + 
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KYRIE                LSB, p. 233 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER              LSB, p. 233 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
COLLECTS 
P O Lord, hear my prayer. 

 
 

P Lord Jesus Christ, through water You reshape and restore Your 
fallen creation, entering our lives in Baptism so that we may be 
cleansed by Your Spirit. Renew our hearts and minds during this 
Lenten season as we receive the promised treasures of Your 
Word; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Gracious God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You 
for blessing us with the opportunity to meditate again on the 
cross of Christ and receive Your promised treasures. 

C Grant that the message of the Lamb of God slain for our 
salvation bring us the riches of Your pardon and peace. 
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P Lead us to see that our sins caused Jesus’ great agony in the 

garden, that our sins nailed Him to the cross of Calvary, 
C that He was forsaken by His Father so that we might never 

be forsaken, and that He died so that we may live. 
 

P Lord Jesus, grant that especially during this sacred season the 
treasured story of Your wondrous love for us would draw us 
closer to You. 

C Enable us to see the blessings You have poured out into our 
lives through the washing of water with the Word. 

 

P Holy Spirit, lift up troubled souls everywhere. Grant wholeness to 
those hurting in heart, body, and mind. Work Your healing power 
in the lives of those in need, [especially . . .], and in the lives of all 
we name before You in our hearts. 

C All glory, honor, and praise be to You, with the Father and 
the Son, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and 
all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the 
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear 
of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS        LSB p. 234 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 

BENEDICTION         LSB p. 234 
P The grace of our Lord †Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
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Sit 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Abide With Me” LSB 878 st. 1, 2 & 6 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

THE SENDING 
P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE(S) 
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Welcome to Peace in the name of the Risen Savior! 
We request that visitors register by using the Communication cards found in the pew 
card holders. We ask that you share your name and address so that we can recognize 
your visit with us. All members are requested to register by using the Communication 
cards found in the pew card holders. Members, please indicate all family members 
present and those who took communion, so that the Pastor and Elders can be spiritually 
accountable for you and your family. 
Hearing assist devices and large print bulletins are available for those who may need them. 
Please see an Usher or the Elder who will be happy to assist you. 
A Mother’s Room is available for parents of young children if the need arises. The Mother’s 
Room in the west hallway. The worship service is able to be heard in the Mother’s Room. 

Peace Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

 

1228 S Park Ave. 
Neenah, WI 54956 

920-725-0510 
 

Ricky P. Schroeder, Pastor 
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

 

Josiah Fitch, Associate Pastor 
assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES:  
Holy Communion Celebrated at all Services 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday  9:00 a.m.  
Sunday Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School (Sept. –May) 10:30 a.m. 
 
Website: www.peaceneenah.com 
You tube: Peace Neenah 

 

MIDWEEK LENTEN, HOLY WEEK, AND EASTER SERVICES 2023 
OVERALL THEME: "PROMISED TREASURES" 

 

Fellowship Suppers at 6:00 P.M.  
 

MIDWEEK LENT 2: Wednesday, March 8 at 7:00 P.M. THEME: "Water Gives You Life" 
 

MIDWEEK LENT 3: Wednesday, March 15 at 7:00 P.M.  
THEME: "Light Shinning in the Darkness" 
 

MIDWEEK LENT 4: Wednesday, March 22 at 7:00 P.M. THEME: "Bread of Life"     
 

MIDWEEK LENT 5: Wednesday, March 29 at 7:00 P.M. THEME: "Palms and Victory" 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY: Thursday, April 6 at 7:00 P.M. **THEME: "Water and Blood" 
 

GOOD FRIDAY: Friday, April 7 at 7:30 P.M. THEME: "The Old, Rugged, Wooden Cross" 
 

EASTER SATURDAY – NO WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

EASTER SUNDAY – SUNRISE: Sunday, April 9 at 6:30 A.M. ** 
THEME: "The Oil of Joy and Gladness" 
 

EASTER SUNDAY – FESTIVAL: Sunday, April 9 at 9:00 A.M. ** 
THEME: "Welcome to the Promised Land of Milk and Honey" 
 

Note:  Holy Communion is being offered **  


