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Volume 36 No. 3                                  March 2023 

Re:VITALITY 
 

This is just a brief update to inform you of the process now underway. 
 

I have received the analysis/report on the Assessment. Here is just a brief overview 
based on the analysis/report that has been provided. 
 

134 members submitted the Assessment Tool. Thanks be to God! That represents 
nearly one-quarter of our communicant (confirmed) membership. Unfortunately, the analysis reported 
nothing of the demographics of those who responded. This is unfortunate because, in any such study/
analysis/report, the characteristics of the “sample” group are imperative. I would have at least wanted to 
know the age span of the respondents to see if it represented the “whole” of the congregation. 
 

Having said that, the general analysis showed that our congregation is on the downside of the Bell Curve. 
Identified was that the congregation is tapering. This was better than what I expected. I should also say 
that, based on my training, this is where many congregations of our age (60+ years) would find 
themselves. 
 

Below is the order of strengths and weaknesses or as is classified in the analysis “Enabling Factors” and 
“Disabling Factors.” These were determined by the responses to the Assessment Tool. 
 

1. Outreach: How effectively do we reach out to people outside of the church. 
2.   Community: How willing we are to engage the community around us. 
3. Inactives: How well we serve our inactive members. 
 
4. Vision: How strong our sense of purpose is. 
5. Incorporation: How well we help our members get involved in our ministries. 
6. Family: How well we minister to families and children. 
7. Hospitality: How welcoming and responsive we are to our visitors and guests. 
 
8. Viability: How confident we are about being able to continue our ministry. 
9. Unity: How well we get along and our overall morale. 
10. Adaptability: How willing we are to make necessary changes. 
 

It is these areas that will be further examined as the Task Force moves forward in preparing a Strategic 
Plan to be presented to the Voters in November. 
 

In regards to the Task Force, it is still in the process of being formed. Thus far, only one member at large 
has come forward. I will now have to seek an additional 4 members to invite them to participate in this 
imperative work for our congregation. Hopefully, I will be able to share with you the names of those who 
will be serving on the Strategic Planning Task Force. Again, as related in January, the Task Force will 
consist of 5 members-at-large and a representative of each board. Advisory members will be Pastor Fitch 
and the Chairman of the Congregation.  
 

With the delay in assembling the Task Force, the first meeting is also delayed. Prayerfully we will 
assemble after Easter, near the end of April, for our first meeting. I have the information in my 
possession and am reviewing the materials so as to know how to proceed.   
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Again, as I wrote last month, it is my fervent prayer that the Lord will guide the Task Force and grant 
sound discernment in their deliberations so that a realistic Strategic Plan can be created for 
consideration of the members of the congregation. I invite you to be lifting up prayers as well. 
 

It is my hope that we will be revitalized and that new life will come to our congregation so that we may 
continue with our Mission – “Reaching Out, Serving Jesus, Celebrating His love. 
 

Before I close, I wanted to share with you, on a personal note, that Lynne and I have bought a home. This 
is advised for those who are living in a parsonage and looking to retire in 2-3 years. We are excited as we 
have not owned our home for nearly 20 years. We will be out of the parsonage and settled in our new 
home by April 1. I will share with you the new address in the April Newsletter. It is in the Village of Fox 
Crossings. We have decided to retire in the Fox Valley. Thank you to all who have assisted us during this 
time. 
 

To God be the glory! 
 

Pastor Schroeder 

(Continued from page 1) 

STEWARDSHIP EMPHASIS 2023 
“GOD’S LOVE COMPELS US” 

 

LOVE AS JESUS LOVED 
 

In this month, we will be starting our stewardship sermon series, God’s Love Compels Us. Through 
faith, we are able to begin to comprehend God’s unfathomable love for us. As recipients of God’s 
love, our hearts are changed, and we seek to return His love by loving and serving our neighbors. 
 

So how well are you doing in your love for others? Are you seeking the highest good for those you 
love? If you were to rate yourself on a scale of 1-10 on your ability to obey God’s command to love 
your neighbors as yourself, what score would you give yourself? Perhaps you think you deserve a 
score of 7 or 8. You may even see yourself as a loving person but think some of your family mem-
bers or friends could be more loving. 
 

How you rate yourself on your loving scale will likely drop when you read what Jesus says. “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
on another” (John 13:34). We are told to love “just as I have loved you.”  Jesus loved us so much 
that He was willing to go to the cross for us. He loved us enough to give His very own life. His love 
for us has no limits. There is no scale that can measure the depth of Jesus’ love for us. His love is a 
new standard.  
 

In the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Colossians, he lists virtues that ought to be seen in our lives as 
Christians. He tells us that we are to “put on compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, 
and patience, bearing with one another”  (Colossians 3:12-13). Over all these virtues, Paul con-
cludes, “And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony” (verse 
14). Love is the crowning virtue in every Christian’s life, the one without which all the others cannot 
even exist. The love that crowns all Christian virtues finds its perfect example in Christ. It is love ex-
tended even to the unloving and the unlovable. 
 

We know we can never fully love as Jesus loves us, but He has commanded us to try and love oth-
ers in the same way. May our prayer be that we don’t try to love in our own strength but seek Jesus’ 
help to love others as He has loved us. And we pray that God will bless our stewardship emphasis, 
God’s Love Compels Us.  
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Fear Is Not My Guide: Grace Is! 

The threat of punishment and fear of getting caught is one of the fences that 
exist to keep people on the straight & narrow.  It is the helpful & protective 
function of the Law at work through our conscience.  Every parent has 
substituted guilt for this fear of punishment at one time or another. 
Sometimes a parent can shame a child into doing the right thing.  Again, this 

is the powerful force of the Law at work. 

I am not justifying this, nor am I suggesting that this kind of discipline is the best or even good 
parenting.  But there is not a parent alive who has not resorted to it at one time or another. Why? 
Because the Law works.  Fear works.  Shame works.  Guilt works.  It works quickly.  It may not be 
able to change the desire of the heart, but it can surely shape up erring behavior with the snap of a 
finger (or a belt or the stripping away of privileges or some other punishment feared or guilt 
exploited), at least temporarily. 

The sad truth is that too often, we use the same motivators in the Church.  Now I am not 
suggesting that we should not have boundaries, as clear boundaries are good & healthy in 
relationships. What I am suggesting is that the motivation of fear, the fear of getting caught, the 
threat of punishment, the shame of exposure, and the guilt of failure are not motivation or means 
for outreach, mission, or maintaining fellowship or discipleship.  To be sure, we have often used 
these for such purposes, but when we do so, we taint our godly purpose, and we also taint the 
result so that it is neither godly nor God-pleasing.  

When I was at a mission summit during my time at Seminary, I recall hearing a passionate speech 
about missions.  The speaker began with a question.  Why has it taken so long for Jesus to return 

in glory?  What could be keeping Him?  The answer given: ME.  Jesus said He would return when 
the Gospel had been proclaimed to all people.  Since I have not done enough in mission, since I 
have not shared Jesus enough, since I have not given enough money, since I have not invited or 
welcomed the stranger to my own congregation, since I did not speak to my neighbor when I had 
an opportunity, since I did not correct the false information that my co-worker had about who 
Jesus is... well, I am the primary reason it is taking so long for Jesus to come... I have not done my 
part to achieve the larger goal of proclaiming the Gospel to all the ends of the earth. 

It was a powerful address, well prepared & well delivered.  He was passionate & articulate.  I was 
uncomfortable & guilty.  He nailed me.  I was standing in Jesus’ way and needed to get with the 
program....  BUT... it was the wrong message, the wrong motivation for mission.  The speaker was 
passionate & articulate… and he was wrong.  We do not reach out and share the Gospel out of fear, 
guilt, or threat.  We share the Gospel with joy because of what Jesus has done for us, reaching out 
to others out of our godly desire for all people to receive His gifts of grace, mercy & faith born of 
the Holy Spirit.  

Today, the Church is being informed by modern culture & modern church movements that we 
cannot be our grandfather’s church in this modern era and must embrace change in order to remain 
relevant and be ready to sacrifice anything & everything that stands in the way of such 
progress: We need to stop spending money on pipe organs & church buildings; stop using hymns & 
hymnals, as they do not sound modern enough; stop being so concerned with pure doctrine; stop learning 
about Jesus and start following Jesus... BECAUSE every day, 1000’s die without Jesus... and we should have 
done something to prevent them from going to hell...  

(Continued on page 4) 
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A Bishop of the Lutheran church in Sweden, BoGiertz, once took on the subject of Liturgy & 
Spiritual Awakening.  He disarms the myth that liturgy and spiritual awakening (or revival) are 
enemies at odds with one another.  He reminds us that such awakening exists to lead people into 
the Church’s liturgy, that in the liturgy is where the people of God are equipped for serving Jesus as 
witnesses & proclaimers of the one who has saved us. 

What moves us to a mission, what motivates our support for missions, what calls us to pray for 
missions, and what equips us to be missionaries in our local community is not the power of fear or 
guilt but the grace of God, pure & simple.  We are saved by grace through faith, out of which flows 
our great delight to bring the means of grace (through which God works) to those around us.  This 
is not a burdensome duty but the privilege & delight of grace, grace, and only grace.  

I do not come to worship because it is the obligation of a commandment, but because it is my 
delight in the grace of God to meet the Savior where He has promised to be present in Word & 
Sacrament and so receive His gifts (forgiveness, life & salvation) by faith.  We cannot scare or shame 
people into real faith or worship.  What we can do is share the Word of God through which the 
Spirit works to work repentance and create faith.   

The Word we share is not some ‘good’ gossip or nice teaching, but the Good News that, even 
though I know I am a sinner who blows it all the time before God, He has given us the Word of the 
Cross and the Empty Tomb. We get to share Jesus, the Word made Flesh, with people in confidence, 
knowing that God will accomplish His purpose through His Word proclaimed.  We honor the Lord 
when we share our faith! And we need to remember that conversion is His power alone.  We do not 
judge the effectiveness of His Word by results seen with our eyes or counted on our fingers but by 
God’s trustworthiness & faithfulness, remembering that some plant, some tend, and others see the 
harvest.  We are not discouraged in this when things don’t go as we want... But we do work to make 
sure as little of us stands in the way of the Gospel as can be so that the focus is not on me but on 
Christ alone. 

We give to missions because of the great comfort we have received through the Good News of sins 
forgiven, lives reborn in baptism, and faith nurtured & fed at the Table of our Lord. By the grace & 
wisdom of God, we want all to stand (or kneel) beside us and know such joy & blessed grace.  We 
welcome strangers because we were once strangers until God called & gathered, enlightened & 
sanctified us, making us members of His Body, the Church. We give to missions because we 
understand that the resources that God has made available to us in this life are still His and that He 
has given them to us for the work of His kingdom within our homes & families, churches & 
congregations, and within this whole world He made! 

As God’s people here in this place, rather than riding the guilt wagon or the fear train, let us 
remember that we are heralds of the Good News, and our historic confessions still remind us to be 
just that! We don’t need to be worried about the mystery of God’s working in order to manage it or 
manipulate it for our ends. We are to simply & faithfully do all that we can do with the confidence 
that God will supply the fruit in its own good season.  We will only be successful by being faithful 
in our confession of who Christ is, knowing that God’s will is good & gracious and nothing to fear. 

The free gift of grace in Christ is what turns our duty into delight, our burden into freedom, and our 
obligation into joy.  

God’s Peace Be With You, 
Pastor Josiah J. Fitch 
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THANK YOU to all who donated to the Baby Bottle Project. A total of $510 was 
collected, and it will be sent to A Place of Refuge, a crisis pregnancy center in 
Milwaukee. 
 

The LWML National Convention in Milwaukee is coming this June, and your help is 
needed! Do you enjoy being a behind-the-scenes person? Your help is needed in 
the Properties or Workers' Rooms at the convention as we "Celebrate the Lord of 

the Nations!" Go to https://lwmlswd.org/events/other for more information, or contact Allison at 
allisonlwmlmke23@gmail.com. 
 

Next Gathering: Monday, March 13th @ 6:30 pm In March, we resume our meetings on the 2nd Monday 
of the month. Join us for a Speaker on Peace Visiting Ministry, Bible study "Legacy for Life" led by Linda 
Bradley, refreshments, and fellowship with Christian sisters. Ingathering: We are collecting word search and 
crossword puzzle books, slipper socks (new), chapstick, fragrance-free hand lotions (small ones), mints, or 
other small candies. Bring 1 or more of these to the meeting, and we will assemble Blessing Bags for the 
Visiting Ministry to give out. 
 

Looking Ahead:  
April 1 & 2: Mites Collection 
April 10 PMG gathering @ 6:30 pm 
April 22nd – Zone 11 Spring Rally at Trinity Menasha (see Bulletin board for details) 
May 8th Spring Fling 

 
Donna Hoelzel 3/27 

YEAH OWLS     
YEAH! The OWLS have landed, and we're having a HOOT!!! 
YEAH OWLS 
Y(young) E(especially) A(at) H(heart)  O(older) W(wiser) L(livelier) S(saints). 
Our March YEAH OWLS get-together will be Thursday, March 16, 2023. You're in for a treat 

this month. The Fellowship Hall will be turned into The Shakin' Shamrock (non-alcoholic) Pub, 

and you'll be part of a murder mystery called "Murder Me I'm Irish." The Pub will be rockin' and rollin' with 

Irish gents and ladies from the quaint town of Old Lacken. Some of the customers don't get along, 

considering recent scandals. Don't miss the fun, mystery, and suspense.  

 

We begin at 11:00 AM with socializing and coffee. Lunch will be served promptly at 11:30 AM. For this 

month, we will be having Corned Beef and cabbage, and Irish Stew. There will be a signup for salads and 

desserts if you'd like to contribute to our luncheon. Signup sheets will be in the Fellowship Hallway 2 weeks 

prior to the March 16th meeting. Make sure to sign up. We'd love to see you there, and you can even bring a 

friend.  

I wear it when I dust 
Some churchgoers chatted about their customized T-shirts from a service project, sharing 
compliments they’d received while wearing them in public. One chimed in, saying, “I wear mine 
when I dust.” Two nearby staff members raised their eyebrows, likely thinking it wasn’t the outreach 
strategy they had in mind. 
Jesus gave us all a “service project” via the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). Tasks include 
telling people about Jesus, baptizing and teaching his commands. In a way, we all received a Great 
Commission T-shirt at our baptism. When do you wear yours? And how are your projects going? 
Whether you’re serving in the community or at home (even by dusting), remember Who you 
represent! 

—Julie Lee 

https://lwmlswd.org/events/other
mailto:allisonlwmlmke23@gmail.com
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ADULT INSTRUCTION CLASS - On Saturday, March 11th, An Adult 
Instruction Class will be offered to those who wish to attend. The class is 
being offered as a 1-day course, held from 8:30 am-3:30 pm. Together we 
will walk through “Basic Bible Teachings: An Introduction to the Lutheran 
Faith”(CPH). We, the pastors, invite all those seeking membership in the 
LCMS and our congregation, those who are curious as to what the LCMS 
believes, teaches & confesses, and those who would simply like to review 

basic doctrines of the LCMS. Coffee, lunch & class materials are offered at no cost to participants. 
Please call the church office by Monday, March 6th, if you would like to attend. Both Pastors 
(Schroeder & Fitch) will facilitate the class. 
 
Camp LuWiSoMo is once again seeking High School Students to serve as Counselors-In-Training 
(CITs) during summer camps. CITs spend a week or two volunteering at a summer camp serving 
alongside camp counselors and staff. You get to experience the joys and hard work of the camp 
ministry while developing leadership skills, making great friends, having fun, and growing in your 
faith. If you are interested or know someone who might be interested, please go to http://
www.luwisomo.org/cit for more information or to apply. Applications are handled as they come in, 
so the sooner you apply, the sooner you will hear back! 

 
Save The Date for VBS 2023! Taking place June 3-7, This year’s theme is “God’s 
Living Water,” which looks at various water events in God’s Word, which help us to 
better understand the relationship between God and each of us, His beloved 
creatures. Because of Adam and Eve’s fall into sin, every one of us is cut off from 
God, and our spirits are dehydrated and shriveled, searching for a way to satisfy 

ourselves. This, however, is impossible without the fellowship with God that Adam and Eve enjoyed 
in the Garden of Eden when they were still without sin. Jesus described it this way in John 15:5, “I 
am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in Me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.”  Throughout the Bible, God uses the image 
of water both in satisfying thirst and washing away dirt to help us understand how desperately we 
need God’s forgiveness, peace, and our relationship restored. Through sermons, Bible studies, and 
books to read at home, we will explore the peace, comfort, and satisfaction we can find in God 
alone. More information to follow soon!! 

God’s Love Compels Us 
Christlike love diminishes the focus we have on ourselves and sharpens 
our focus on the needs of others. Everything about giving a gift should be 
centered on the receiver. 
 
Stewardship packets, distributed in person two weekends in February with 
the remaining being mailed out, contained a Time & Talent Survey. Re-

gardless if you have filled out and returned this survey in the past, please complete this year’s sur-
vey, which addresses new opportunities to serve fellow members at Peace, as well as providing 
more information to Peace leadership. Specially labeled boxes for the Time & Talent surveys are 
located on the credenza in the narthex. 
 
Our Gifts of Love in Response to God’s Blessings     
January Unrestricted Income =  $38,629.88 

   Unrestricted Expense = $37,843.64 

Next Mom’s of Peace meeting will be Tuesday, March 14, 2023. 
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Compassionate Heart Bake Sale: The outpouring of delicious donated treats and the free
-will collection was greatly appreciated. Again as a reminder, the purpose of this event is 
to raise funds to assist congregation members who may have financial difficulties with 
household bills. All requests are confidential; please contact Pastor Schroeder or Pastor 

Fitch for more information.  
 
Treasure in the Trunk. The Social Ministry Board is planning to hold this event in May 
in the church parking lot. More information to be provided as the event approaches.   
 

TREASURER NEEDED 
Our congregation needs a treasurer. 
 
Skills/Knowledge/Experience 
-Have at least average skills with Microsoft Excel 
-Use online banking 
-Attended accounting class(es) and understand Assets, Liabilities, Income and Expense 
-Career experiences include some form of bookkeeping or finance activities 
 
Responsibilities 
-Produce monthly reports, Balance Sheet, Income and Expense, etc. 
-Reconcile monthly bank statements to our general ledger software 
-Attend the monthly church council meeting 
-Continuously improve the processes associated with the role 
 
Questions: Contact Loren Wahl, Congregation Chairman,  
920-475-0710,  
chairman@peaceneenah.com  
 

VITAL STATISTICS  
Number of Baptized Souls: 409  
Number of Confirmed Souls: 352  
Number of Families: 251 

 

 

Transferring to Peace: 
Jodell Gawron 
St John’s Lutheran Church Black River Falls, WI 
 
Joined Peace by Profession of Faith 
James Dennee 
Christ the King 
 
Wedding: (Nonmember) 
February 4, 2023 
Allisa Wittchow & Nicholas Geiger 
 

mailto:chairman@peaceneenah.com
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
Rev. Josiah Fitch 
Associate Pastor 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

 

e-mails  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Web site: 
www.peaceneenah.com 

 

Worship Services 
Sat. 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 

Don’t forget to “Spring forward” 1 hour before 

you go to bed Saturday, March 11th 


