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Re:VITALITY 
 

For those of you who were at the Voters assembly in November, you know that I 
have set for me only one goal to lead out the process known as Re:Vitality. Though 
not the same, it parallels the special training that I have received and worked on as 
an Intentional Interim Pastor.   
 

After the “shipwreck” that we experienced this past Fall, after much prayer, and after consulting with 
various individuals, including the District President, I was led to investigate this process and became 
convinced that it is best for our congregation at this time. 
 

We have undergone three Long-Range Planning processes during my tenure at Peace. Though a 
few of the goals have been implemented, i.e., the renovation, and the development of a Policy 
Manual, little has actually been accomplished. It is time to once again look to Long-Range Planning. 
Instead of going back and reviewing, I feel that starting afresh is best. 
 

Re:Vitality, a process developed to assist congregations in finding renewed purpose by our Synod 
has celebrated success. The process is free to congregations of the Synod but has much work that 
needs to be done. 
 

There are four “suites” that are part of this process. They are the following: A process of Self-
Assessment, A process of Strategic Planning, a process for Outreach and Witness, and finally, a 
process for Ministering to the Functionally Unchurched. The entire “program” has already been 
introduced to the Church Council in August. Unfortunately, not much has been pursued, but we will 
now be engaged. 
 

The first of the processes will be introduced in the month of January. The process of Self-
Assessment. Please read the following paragraphs carefully, so you know what to expect. 
 

“… “Vital” is the key component of “revitalization.” Wherever the Word is proclaimed in its purity, 
and God’s Sacraments are rightly administered, there is spiritual vitality. Re:Vitality builds upon 
spiritual vitality and guides the church in positive action for sustainable, adaptable, focused, and 
healthy ministry for years to come. The first step in the Re:Vitality process is to submit honest 
feedback about our congregation from everyone involved. I want to encourage every adult (18 
years and older) to fill out this simple online survey. Simply click this link when you are ready to 
begin: http://lcms.cadds.alchemer.com/s3/&cong=C627556. 
 

We need to hear from everyone individually. We want to hear from you, whether you’ve been a 
member here your whole life or you’re new to Christianity; whether you’re a member, frequent 
attendee, or occasional visitor, we want to hear from you. 
 

Your responses are completely anonymous. No one will know your name, and I will not see 
individual responses. It is important, to be honest in your feedback so that we can have an 
accurate assessment of where we are as a congregation. 

 

Help us find the answer to, “Where are we…really?” Thank you for submitting your responses by 
1/29/2023.” (Resource provided by the designers of Re:Vitality.) 

 

Printed copies will be provided for those who cannot do this online starting on the weekend of 
January 7 & 8. However, only two weeks will be available for this part of the process so that 

(Continued on page 2) 
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A Pastoral Philosophy of Education & Evangelism – Part 3 – “What Does 
This Mean?”  

Last Month I began unpacking the 2 most important aspects of Christian 
Education & Evangelism: Worship & the Study of God’s Word. This month, I 
want to look at how we can practically bring the next 2 aspects of Prayer & 
Serving into our lives together as a congregation.   

 

Many research studies over the last 35+ years have shown that children & families are much more 
likely to remain in the Church (even after Confirmation thru College) if Worship & Sunday School/
Bible Study are priorities for the family; if they regularly pray with & talk with their parent(s) about 
their faith at home; if they are able to serve in the Lord’s Church in meaningful ways; and if they are 
able to build relationships with members of their church.   
 

A way that we can think about this is that Worship (the Divine Service) is as the Womb & the 
Cradle into which we are Reborn through Baptism as Children of God, by which we are nourished 
in that new life receiving Christ’s gifts to us of Forgiveness, Life & Salvation. Our faith grows & 
matures as we spend time together in fellowship, especially as we confess the faith to one another in 
the Liturgy, Hymns, Creed, and as we kneel side-by-side at the Altar to receive Christ’s Body & 
Blood together with all the Saints living & departed. So too, the life-long Study of God’s Word in 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class & Bible Classes is the grounds on which we learn to crawl and 
walk together as we grow confident in our Christian faith.   

 

Worship & the Study of God’s Word are thus the primary places that we are equipped & enabled to 
live out our Faith-life as we grow in our faith in Christ and in our love for all those He sacrificed His 
very life to earn salvation for. It is in these 2 primary ways that we are moved by the Holy Spirit to 
come before God’s throne in Prayer, Joyfully Serve Him in His Kingdom here on earth, and 
Confidently Confess Him with those around us. 

 

In Prayer, we make a hope-filled response to what our Lord has already done, is currently doing 
and continues to do on our behalf as His beloved & forgiven children. We come before Him as our 

(Continued on page 3) 

responses can be processed by the due date of 1/29/23. Please watch the weekly blasts for more 
information. 
 

I will receive in 2-3 weeks the summary of the responses in. In February, a Task Force will be 
established to pursue the second suite, Strategic Planning. The Task Force will comprise 5 
members at large and a representative of each Board. Advisory members will include the 
Congregation Chairman, the Treasurer, and Associate Pastor. Please get in touch with me if you 
want to see Peace move forward and be appointed as one of five members-at-large of the Task 
Force. I am hoping that we will be able to meet in the latter part of February. 
 

I was very ambitious to think that this work could be done by the May Voters Assembly; however, 
wanting to grant ample time for this imperative work, I have decided that a report will be ready for 
the November Voters Assembly meeting. 
 

For the next several months, I will keep you informed as to the progress of the process. I pray that 
by God’s grace and the direction of the Holy Spirit, this process will be a great blessing as we 
“Reach Out, Serve Jesus, and Celebrate His Love.” 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me personally. 
 

To God be the glory! 
 

Pastor Schroeder 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Kind Father, confessing who we are in Christ, seeking Him & His will for our lives in all things 
good, bad & otherwise. And this is for our good and the good of our families. This is why I have 
incorporated not only teaching about the Lord’s Prayer into our Confirmation program, but I also 
have the students learn to write prayers to be read in class so that they grow to be more confident 
in praying for themselves and with others. St. James & St. Paul remind us, “The effective, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man avails much.” (James 5:16) . “Do not be anxious about anything but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God.” (Phil. 4:6) 

 

Because of the importance of Prayer to our Christian life (and that of our families) and understanding that 
many of our people may feel ill-equipped in this area, Pastor Fitch will be holding a 4-week Bible Class that is 
focused on “How to Pray & Do Devotions.” 

 

In Serving in the Lord’s house, we learn to live out our faith as we offer our God-given Time & 

Talents to His service for the benefit of His Church & His Kingdom building among us. There are 

many things that our congregation does that we enjoy and are beneficial to our faith, yet they do 

not happen without many hands lending service, working toward the same goal. Additionally, if 

we want our children, youth & future generations to be willing to give of their time & talents and 

serve in the church, we must be that example for them and show forth the importance of our 

service for the needs of the congregation. This is why we have a current initiative to give our youth 

opportunities to serve as Greeters (expected 2x as part of Confirmation service hours), assist the 

Ushers in Worship, periodically assist the pastors with Readings, and more as seems feasible. 

Because as we serve, we make confession of our faith in action as we take up His call to faithfully 

help & strengthen one another, encouraging each other and leading others to do likewise 

(mentoring). So if you see them assisting, please go out of your way to thank them for their service. 

In fact, I think we can do a better job of thanking all those who serve in our Lord’s Church, so that 

their service might be filled with more joy! Jesus says in Matt.5:13-15, “You are the salt of the 

earth….you are the light of the world….let your light shine before men, that they may see your 

good deeds and praise your Father in heaven,” and the Psalmist reminds us in Psalm 100 to, “Serve 

the LORD with gladness!”; “Come into his presence with singing! Know that the LORD, he is 

God!” 

There are many ways that people can get “plugged in” and serve the Lord in His church here at Peace: 
Church Boards, Ushers, Altar Guild, LWML, Knitting, Compassion Garden, Choir, Teaching Sunday 
School, Greeting, Coffee Service, Offering Counters, Peace MOMS/MOPS, Sunday School Leadership Team, 
Youth Ministry Team, Adult Ministry Team, Peace Puppet Ministry, and more...AND we still need willing 
people to serve in all of these areas! If interested, please talk with one of the Pastors.  

 

In 2023, we will be striving to strengthen our congregation & ministries at every level. With the first 
“suite” of the Re:Vitality process that Pastor Schroeder will be leading out, we will be given the 
opportunity to reflect on where we are so that we can look ahead to where we as a congregation 
would like to be with the Lord’s leading us. We want to have more involvement & activities for 
Adult Fellowship, as well as Youth & Family ministry opportunities. The goal is to help us to grow 
in our faith as we join together around God’s Word & Sacraments, enliven our relationships & love 
for one another, and give opportunities for us to be “Reaching Out, Serving Jesus, & Celebrating 
His Love” by inviting others we know to come and enjoy God’s gifts with us!  

 

(Continued from page 2) 
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VITAL STATISTICS  
Number of Baptized Souls: 404 
Number of Confirmed Souls: 349  
Number of Families: 248 
 
Funeral: 
November 19, 2022 
Bob Edinger 
 
Baptism: 
December 11 
Jax Sattler Parents Dean & Selena Sattler 
 
Joined Peace by Profession of Faith 
Dawn Marhefke 
Casey Vickman, Carson & Easton 
 
Adult Confirmation 
November 13 
Bill & Jenny Meerbott 
Scott & Karmen Haldiman, 
Bridget Tervola 

1st Annual Soup/Chili/Dessert 
Cookoff 

One of the HOTTEST events of the year! 
Whether you want to cook and compete Or just 
want to Eat and fellowship, you’re bound to 
have a whole lotta fun! We had to cancel this 
in 2022, and the youth are excited to have the 
opportunity to have a ‘Soup Scuffle’ and 
‘Desert Duke Out. 
Come on down and join us on: 
Sunday, January 29 at 12:00 pm.  
The sign-up is in the fellowship hallway; to 
bring your best Soup/chili/ dessert for a chance 
to win the coveted wooden spoon award!  
More information to follow!  

Next Month I will bring this Newsletter series on my Philosophy of Education (& Evangelism) to a 
close, focusing on the 5th aspect I talked about in October’s Newsletter: We learn to Express our 
Faith. 
 
May our Lord continue to bless us as we come together around His Word & Sacraments, and may 
He enliven our relationships as a church, that we would joyfully and more confidently share Him 
with a world of broken & hurting people who need Him.       
 Pastor Josiah J. Fitch 

(Continued from page 3) 

TIMELESS TREASURES CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the bazaar this year. Thanks to all 

of you, we have been able to raise $5,873 so far.  What a wonderful blessing 

from God. God truly inspired all of you to help in various ways, baking cookies, 

frosting cookies, making crafts, making jams, making baked goods and candy, setting up, pricing 

items, greeting customers, cashiering, playing live Christmas music, shopping with the kids, wrap-

ping children’s purchases, cleaning up, praying for our event. We need lots of help to make an 

event like this a success and you all did it again this year. The remaining items will be taken to our 

shut-ins, the Boys and Girls Brigade and the Salvation Army. We have chosen Trinity Food Pantry 

as our charity this year. We will donate $1,000 to the pantry. Thank you again for helping make 

this another successful bazaar year. Thanks be to God. 

The Bazaar Committee 
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Next Mom’s of Peace meeting will be Tuesday, January 10, 2023. 

Quarterly Mites Collection Jan. 7th & 8th: Every penny counts as the collection of mites is 
based on the Biblical account of the widow's mites (Luke 21:1-4).   
Mission Grant #7: Camp Luwisomo Camper Scholarships: $20,000. This grant aims to assist 
100-150 campers in receiving partial assistance. Camp Luwisomo is now over 60 years old! 
Do you have a favorite "camp" experience?  
 
 

Join in! Sat. January 14th @ 1 pm as PMG gathers for Bible Study, refreshments, fellowship, mission updates, and 
more. *Ingathering - School Supplies for Orphan Grain Train. *If you took a "backpack" at the Christmas Dinner, 
please bring the item or items listed on the backpack to this meeting. Otherwise, there are directions and more 
backpacks on the bulletin board in the middle hallway. Even if you are not currently involved in Peace Mission Guild, 
you can contribute to this project by taking a backpack (about a 3x5 size, colored piece of paper in the shape of a 
backpack) and placing the listed items in a bin labeled in the back hallway. Please attach the "backpack" you took to 
your donation(s). Questions: Contact Lori Kleinschmidt: Call or text: 920-809-3077 
 
Looking ahead to June 
Christmas decorations have been put away for another year, but there is no need to despair! You can "Celebrate the 
Lord of the Nations" in Milwaukee by decorating at the LWML Convention in Milwaukee this June. Go to https://
www.lwml-swd.org/events/other for more information, or contact Allison at allisonlwmlmke23@gmail.com 
See the PMG Bulletin Board and watch bulletins for info on traveling to Milwaukee June 22-25, 2023. You can go 
for one day, two days, or more. There is a golfing event. Tour a museum. Listen to awesome speakers. There are 
many ways to help and have fun doing it. 

"Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! The Lord looks 

down from heaven; he sees all the children of man" (Psalm 33:12–13). 
 

Lynne Schroeder 1/3 

Linda Lueke 

  1/4 

Marlene Weisshahn 1/15 

Judy Evans   1/26 

YEAH OWLS     
YEAH! The OWLS have landed, and we're having a HOOT!!! 
YEAH OWLS 
Y(young) E(especially) A(at) H(heart)  O(older) W(wiser) L(livelier) S(saints). 
Our January YEAH OWLS get-together will be Thursday, January 19, 2023. Yes, that's right, 

2023. Our main speaker will be Executive Director Mike Rohrkaste from Fox Valley Memory 

Project. The project supports people living with dementia and their caregivers. They will discuss what is 

normal memory changes with age versus what may be dementia. They also address how people can positively 

interact with people with dementia. We begin at 11:00 AM with socializing and coffee. Lunch will be served 

promptly at 11:30 AM. For this month, we will be having a selection of casseroles. There will be a signup for 

salads and desserts if you'd like to contribute to our luncheon. At noon we will have our speakers. Signup 

sheets will be in the Fellowship Hallway 2 weeks prior to the January 19th meeting. Make sure to sign up. 

We'd love to see you there, and you can even bring a friend.  

https://www.lwml-swd.org/events/other
https://www.lwml-swd.org/events/other
mailto:allisonlwmlmke23@gmail.com
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A WORD OF THANKS FROM PASTOR AND LYNNE…  Thank you to all of you who 
remembered us during this Christmas Season. Your cards, gifts, and greetings are greatly 
appreciated. May the Lord richly bless you for your generosity! 
 
GIVING THANKS Thank you to all who planned and assisted with the Very Neenah 
Christmas, Bazaar, and Live Nativity. Thank you to our Sunday School Ministry for such a 
wonderful Christmas Eve service. Thank you to those of our Adult Choir for providing their 
voices throughout the Advent season and especially for our Christmas Eve Candlelight 

service. Thank you to all who assisted decorating the church and providing Poinsettias for the Christmas season. So 
many of you have assisted in the Gospel Proclamation – the Ministry of God’s Word – what a blessing you have been 
to His glory! 

 
ATTENTION ALL ELECTED AND APPOINTED LEADERSHIP On Sunday, January 8, all elected and appointed 
leadership will be installed for the year 2022. This includes newly elected/appointed leaders as well as those who 
continue serving.     
 

SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY 2022 On Saturday, January 21, and Sunday, January 22, we will celebrate 
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday.   The theme will be “Blessed for Life.” 
 

CELEBRATING LUTHERAN SCHOOLS On Saturday, January 28, and Sunday, January 29, we will be celebrating 
Lutheran Schools Week. We enjoy a partnership with the various parish schools in our area. Member students of our 
congregation receive scholarships to offset the cost of tuition for elementary and high school education. Though the 
number of member students varies from year to year, our support of these students and schools continues. Pastor 
Keith GeRue, Associate Pastor and Principal of Trinity Lutheran Church and School, Menasha, will serve as our guest 
preacher.  Pastor Schroeder will be serving as liturgist. Pastor Schroeder will be preaching at Trinity. Special music will 
be provided in the Sunday service by the students of Trinity, Menasha. 
 
THE LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR (L.Y.N.) FUND For several years, members of the congregation have been helping 
each other through the LYN Fund. This Fund was started many years ago as a vehicle to facilitate anonymous financial 
gifts from member to member. Not even the pastor knows who forwarded the gift. This is an excellent way of helping an 
individual or family in times of crisis. Envelopes with instructions can be found on the bulletin board in the middle 
hallway across from the library. This has been used often throughout the duration since its inception. If you have any 
further questions, please contact Pastor Schroeder.  

 

MISSION BUDGET ALLOCATIONS – 2023 Below, you will find the mission projects that will be 
supported by our congregation for 2023. Thank you to all who participated in the voting. May the Lord 
bless these intentions! 
 

In General: Allocations of the Mission Budget are determined as follows: 
Synod / District 36.36% 
Other Missions 36.36%  
World Missions 27.27% 

For 2023: Total - $39, 200 
 

Synod / District: $14,250 - 12 monthly payments 
 
World Missions: $10,700 

$5700 Amy Formella (LBT–Sierra Leone) 
$1000 Cindy Wrucke (LCMS - Eurasia)  
$1000 Hmong Ministry - Oshkosh (SWD) 
$1000 LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces 
$2000 Joint Seminary Fund 

Other Missions: $14,250 
$1000 Camp LuWiSoMo 
$1000 Lutherans for Life (LFL) 
$1000 Trinity (Menasha) Food Pantry 
$1000 Harbor House (Fox Valley) 
$1000 VIDA – Formerly Mothers of Unborn Children (Fox Valley)  
$1000 Pillars (Fox Valley Homeless Assistance, Warming Shelter) 
$1000 LCMS Disaster Relief  
$1000 Orphan Grain Train  
$1000 Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
$1000 WFC-WFA 
$1000 Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty (LCRL) – RSO 
$3250 Undesignated 
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Thank You - from Grace & Eric Schmall ~ Our heartfelt thanks to the congregation 

to all who remembered us this Christmas with many gifts, cards and greetings. We 

wish you all a blessed, happy and healthy New Year. 

 
Pastor Fitch, Ashley, Kessidy, Eliana, Benjamin, Japheth & Samuel, give thanks to the Lord for all 
of you. We have been soo blessed by our Lord through your hands with encouraging words and the 
wonderful cards & gifts on our behalf. We cherish the family we have at Peace and are looking 
forward to a new year of serving with you in Our Lord’s Kingdom! God is Good! Merry Christmas, 
Happy New Year, and may the peace of Christ be with each of you in 2023. 
 
Thank you to our gracious hosts for Midweek Advent Meals! Thank you to the Senior High Youth 
for providing a Delicious Taco Bar; Thank you to the Peace Mission Guild for cooking up a tasty & 
belly warming Soup Dinner Variety; Thank you to the Church Council for preparing scrumptious 
Roast Beef Sandwich & Sides Meal! What a blessing in the Lord you are to us and to the 
nourishment of our bodies as we prepared for the Lord to nourish our souls in Worship! 
 
New Member Breakfast & Welcome – On January 15th there will be a New Member Welcome & 
Breakfast (@ 8am) for those who joined Peace in 2022. They will enjoy a time of Food & Fellowship, 
have Pictures taken for the Directory & Bulletin Board, and we will receive a few into membership 
in Worship. New Members will receive an invitation, as will members on various church Boards, so 
that connections can be made and New Members can learn about the Boards and ways that we can 
joyfully serve our Lord together.  
 
How to Pray & Do Devotions – Beginning Sunday, January 8th, Pastor Fitch will begin a 4-week 
Bible Class that is focused on Praying & Devotions. The purpose of this course is to equip our 
people, parents especially, for the task of praying and doing devotions individually and as a family. 
There will also be an alternate offering on Thursday evenings @ 5:30 pm so that Sunday School 
Teachers and anyone who misses the Sunday session may still attend. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL will resume on Sunday, January 8, 2023 at 10:30 A.M. 

Note: All children are invited to attend Sunday School once they turn 3 yrs. of age. See you there! 

Address changes?  Phone number changes? Gone cellular….no more landline? 

Children away at college?  

If you have moved or are going to be moving soon, please call or email the church 

office (admin@peaceneenah.com) or leave a note with your new address so we can 

keep our mailing lists up-to-date. We’re also looking for your new phone numbers. 

Your help will be greatly appreciated, as we will be creating a new phone/address  

directory. If you are not receiving emails from the church about services, newsletters 

and other items please contact the church office also so we can get you on the list to 

receive these things. 
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
Rev. Josiah Fitch 
Associate Pastor 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

 

e-mails  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Web site: 
www.peaceneenah.com 

 

Worship Services 
Sat. 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 

The church office will be Closed  

Monday, January 2 


