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THE PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS 
PART III: CHURCH PROFESSIONALS – PEOPLE GIFTS 

 

11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 

14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by 
every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up 
in love. 

 

Last month we learned that we are all a part of the Priesthood of all believers and that, in 
general, all are responsible for being a part of the ministry that our Lord has commanded His 
Church – His royal Priesthood to carry out. 
 

This month I simply want to address a subset of the Priesthood – the Office of Public Ministry.  
Though the Office of Public Ministry is a topic of its own, suffice it to say that it is the only 
"Office" instituted by Jesus Himself for the sake of His Church. Here we are speaking of the 
"Pastoral Office" from which all other church professionals are derived.   
 

In the text above, described are various "people gifts" that flow from the Pastoral Office (with 
and under) and their purpose. Whereas the whole of the Priesthood of All Believers has an equal 
responsibility to the called people gifts, the people gifts have a specific role. Primarily the people 
gifts are to train and equip the whole of the Priesthood of All Believers. They are not to be 
perceived as the hired hand(s) to do the work.   
 

The key to all of this is that the Priesthood is to work in concert with each other for the sake of 
unity, peace, and growth. 
 

This is a part of the overall scheme of Stewardship.  As we have learned over the year, 
Stewardship is not money but rather the offering of time, talent, and treasure. This is for all and 
is recognized in our Bylaws as to what it means to be a member of the congregation. 
 

Together we seek to "Reach Out, Serve Jesus and Celebrate His Love." Together as a Holy 
Priesthood, we endeavor to be at unity and peace so that the congregation is built up and that 
God's Kingdom work can be accomplished. 
 

Finally, consider answering the call and join in as volunteers are called for! 
 

To God be the glory! 
 

Pastor Schroeder 
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"A Pastoral Philosophy of Education" – Part 2 – "Unpacking the Gifts" 
 

Last month I shared a philosophical overview regarding Education & 
Evangelism. This month I want to begin to unpack things, beginning with 2 
major points: We learn to Worship & We Study God's Word. 
 

As a pastor, I know that what I preach, teach, & confess must be deeply rooted 
in God's Word (& Luther's Small Catechism). I also know that the Holy Spirit 

uses God's Word & Sacraments to form faith, foster its growth, and cause faith to flourish in the 
hearts of believers so that we know Jesus & trust in His sacrificial love for us.  Our lives are meant 
to be first & foremost focused on God's Word, not just in our youth, but for a lifelong relationship 
with Christ. Our lives as Jesus' followers (discipleship) flow out of constant nourishment through 
His gifts to us as we cultivate a greater understanding of His Word of life and as we share that 
confession with others.  
 

As parents & families, we teach our children that part of being in a family means participating in 
important family events, learning who our family is and what our family is about. Last month many 
of us did just that with Thanksgiving celebrations, and many of us will do so for family Christmas 
gatherings. Such formation as a family takes much time, effort, & sacrifice. And the same is true for 
us as the gathered Body of Christ in church. 
 

As believers – as the children of God, we participate together as a family in gatherings & formative 
events. We generally know of this as the Divine Service/Worship, where we come together to be 
reminded who & whose we are through Baptism, bearing now the name of the Father, the Son & the 
Holy Spirit. We continue together by confessing our sins & receiving forgiveness of all our sins 
through Jesus' death & resurrection. We respond to such wondrous forgiveness by celebrating in 
heart & voice as we prepare to get more Jesus through hearing the Word (readings & sermon) & 
receiving His Sacraments (Baptism & Lord's Supper), praising the Triune God, confessing Him in 
the Creed, being refocused on what truly matters most: Jesus. 
 

Something that I think we need to remember about this is that NONE of this is simply a "me & 
Jesus" thing. The fact of the matter is Scripture reminds us time & again that we are always meant to 
stand together as the people of God. Jesus says in Matthew 18:20, "For where two or three have 
gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst."  St. Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 5:4 & 
Colossians 3:16, "In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled and I with you in spirit, 
with the power of our Lord Jesus." "Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach 
and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, 
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts." And the writer to the Hebrews encourages us, 
saying, "And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near." Our life of faith is never meant to be an individual thing!   
As believers – as those called out of darkness by the light of the Gospel, we must study God's Word 
as a family. In order to live as God's children filled with grace & truth at every age in life and in 
every vocation, we need to be students of God's life-giving, life-saving Word at every age in life.  He 
actually wants us to know Him, so He calls & encourages us to study & obey His Word, letting it be 
the authority in all things.  
 

St. Paul reminds us in 2 Timothy 3:15-17, "and how from infancy you have known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work."  And 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Jesus says in John 8:32, "Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 
One of the God-given responsibilities we have as parents is teaching our children the faith. Our 
blessed job is to be preparing our children for life as baptized believers & followers of Jesus, 
including preparing them to receive the Lord's Supper. And Thanks be to God that He has also 
graciously provided pastors & members in the congregation to assist us as parents as we take up 
this calling in our families!! The congregation assists family faith formation through Sunday School, 
where students are instructed in the importance of God's Word and the basics of the Christian faith; 
Confirmation, whereby the youth learns more about who God is and who we are as His creation, 
helping them identify with the life & mission of the Christian, and what it means to take up the 
faith delivered to them in their Baptism; Sr. High Youth group, where they are able to take a larger 
role in the life of the church, dig deeper into God's Word in Bible Study, and by the blessing of the 
Holy Spirit, be strengthened as they receive the Sacrament of the Altar.  

 

Adult members are role models to those younger than them, primary teachers of their own 
children, and those through whom the work & ministry of the local congregation continues. This is 
also why it is so important for us as Adults to be digging deeply into God's Word as well! How can 
we teach what we do not know? How can we build a relationship with someone if we choose not to 
spend time with them, let alone hold one another accountable as our Lord bids we do? How can we 
have hope in Christ if we ourselves choose not to have an active relationship with Him? The fact of 
the matter is that for a local church to be healthy, its members need to be taking time together to 
learn from Scripture & Christian Doctrine. This is necessary for us to be equipped & built up as 
strong people of faith who, as St. Peter says, "honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you," before a broken 
& sinful world filled with broken & hurting people who NEED Jesus.   

 

The goal of ALL Christian education is to strengthen faith in Christ, equip the saints for life 
together in strong Christian homes & families, and serving in the Lord's Church & our community. 
So, we as disciples are committed to growing in the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ so that we may 
together enjoy a lifelong & eternal relationship with our Lord and His Church. Remember: God has 
set us in this place at this time to provide each of us to be of benefit to one another as a family/
congregation and to our community as we seek after the spiritual needs of many people through 
the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 

May our Lord continue to bless us as we come together around His Word & Sacraments, and may 
He enliven our relationships as a church, so that we would more confidently share Him with a 
world of broken & hurting people who need Him. To God be the Glory forever & ever, Amen! 
              
   Pastor Josiah J. Fitch 

(Continued from page 2) 
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YEAH OWLS     
YEAH! The OWLS have landed, and we're having a HOOT!!! 
YEAH OWLS 
Our December YEAH OWLS get-together will be Thursday, December 15, 2022, and will 

include a white elephant gift exchange. Please bring a wrapped gift, something practical, 

useless, or silly. Search your closets, drawers, cupboards, basement, or garages for something 

no longer of use to you. One man’s trash is said to be another man’s treasure or perhaps just plain funny. We 

begin at 11:00 AM, with lunch served promptly at 11:30 AM. For this month, we will be having a salad bar. 

We’re asking everyone, if able, to bring a salad. It can be pasta, vegetable, lettuce, fruit, jello, or any kind of 

salad you’d like, a dish to pass. There will be a sign-up for three desserts if you’d rather bring a dessert. We 

will have a “holiday potluck surprise.” At noon we will have our gift exchange. Signup sheets will be in the 

Fellowship Hallway 2 weeks prior to the December 15th meeting. Make sure to sign up. We’d love to see you 

there, and you can even bring a friend.  

Next Mom’s of Peace meeting will be Tuesday, December 13th. 

The church office will be Closed Monday, December 26th, 

Wednesday, December 28, & Friday, December 30th. Tuesday, 

December 27th & Thursday, December 29th the office will be 

open until noon. 

"Puppets Reaching Out!  Come and see the Peace Puppets perform and a Live 
Mannequin Window Display, for the Very Neenah Christmas, at Kessler-
Fahrenkrug Funeral Home, on Friday, December 2, 6:00 pm-8:00 pm. There will be 
treat bags for the children and hot chocolate/ hot cider for the whole family.  Tell 
your family and friends.  What a great opportunity for fellowship and to reach out, 
serve Jesus and celebrate his love." 

Thank you for the donated items to Support Our Troops. The items will go to military chaplains to 
distribute to our service men and women.   
 
Thanksgiving Day meal. We appreciate the opportunity to reach out to our Neenah community. We were 
able to get donations from Jacob’s meat in Appleton, Thrivent funding, the local Pick & Save, and Festival 
Food. We are grateful for the support of these businesses and for keeping it local!   

 
The Social Ministry Board has made the decision to support Winnebago Mental Health 
Institute 2022 Christmas Project.  The following is a list of requested items for 
patients:  chocolate bars (no nuts), body wash, shampoo, deodorant, lotion, toothpaste 
and toothbrushes, winter hats and gloves, stuffed animals, activities such as 100-350 
pieces, word search books,  socks (ankle socks preferred), and gift cards to stores to include 

Walmart, Target, Kwik Trip & fast food restaurants. DO NOT wrap gifts.  No glass items or bottles with 
pumps.  All donations can be placed in the red wagon/tote.  Please donate by 15 December so the items 
can be brought to the Winnebago Institute in a timely manner before Christmas 



5 

VITAL STATISTICS  
Number of Baptized Souls: 399  
Number of Confirmed Souls: 344  
Number of Families: 246 
 

Death: 
November 2, 2022 
Robert Edinger 
 
Funeral: 
October 14, 2022 
Mike & Karla Josephs (NM) Committal 
service 
 
Birth: 
October 16, 2022 
Jax Sattler Parents Dean & Selena Sattler 
 
Confirmation 
October 30, 2022 
Liam Sommerfeldt 
 
Released- due to self exclusion- no 
answer to letter 
Michael & Debra Brantmeier 
Perry & Jane Clough 
Tammy Filen 
Elizabeth Gartland 
Julie Gartland 
Megan Gartland  
Brandon Greenwood 
Nicholas Hawkins 
Tyler Hawkins 
Joshua, Tracy & Caleb Johnson 
Timothy, Kylie & Hannah Kempen 
Ryan, Renee, Max, Ian & Ava Miller 
Julia Sauer 
Annalise Schraa 
Christine Schraa 
Andrew & Mason Standiford 
Nicholas, Bianca, Cooper & Peyton Van 
Ashley, Haylee & Finley Weisshahn 
Stephanie Wilcox 
Aaron & Emily Zenner 
 

Released due to no address 
Tanya Kempen 
Jacob Theabo 
Christopher, Caleb & Cole Fenske 

Don’t forget about Scrip during the Holidays and 
Christmas Shopping season!  
Are you making your list? Are you checking it 
twice for Shop with Scrip options? 
 
Whether you are shopping for your holiday dinner or 
gifts to share, we can help you. 
Find gifts for everyone on your list while raising 
funds for our organization. Whether you buy the gift 
cards to give as presents to family and friends or to 
use them to buy your gifts—our organ-
ization earns with every gift card pur-
chased.  
Mark your calendars…The deadline 
for Christmas orders is December 12, 
2022, at 9:00 a.m., in order to receive 
the cards in time for your Christmas gift-giving.   
 

We have some in stock Scrip cards like Subway, Ta-
co Bell, Papa Murphy’s, as well as Fleet Farm and 
Menards. We still have the usual Kwik Trip, Kohl’s, 
Culvers, Dairy Queen, McDonald's, Pick N’ Save, 
Festival Foods, Wal-Mart, and assorted other Scrip 
Cards available for purchase. If we do not have the 
cards that you would like, we can check into or-
dering for pick up the following weekend. There are 
many vendors to choose from that change occasion-
ally listed in our Look Book located at the Visitors 
desk or you can visit www.raiseright.com online to 

see participating retailers.  
 
THANK YOU!  to all who have sup-
ported SCRIP regularly and to those 
who have given it a try! If you have-
n’t, please consider using SCRIP for 
your shopping, dining and other 
needs. See us at the welcome desk 

or the church office if you are interested in purchas-
ing SCRIP.  Funds raised, at this time, are divided 
between our Youth Group and the Lutheran School 
Scholarship Fund.  
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Mission Grant #6: A Place of Refuge Ministries -The purpose of this grant is to provide 
funding for needed interior renovations of Refuge House. $25,000 We thank the 
congregation for its continued support of Mites. This grant money will assist this pro-life 
ministry in recarpeting, changing out kitchen cabinets, adding new phones, and doing 
some painting. There will be a quarterly Mite collection in early January. More info on 

supporting this ministry can be found on the PMG Bulletin board in the center hallway.  
 

National Convention June 22-25, 2023, in Milwaukee! Volunteering can help lower the cost of 
Registration! 
Don't be overwhelmed-Peace Women might take a Bus! More info is coming soon. Watch bulletins and the 
PMG bulletin board in the center hallway. Don't hesitate to contact Lori Kleinschmidt at 920-809-3077 if 
you have any questions or would like to help organize a Peace Team to attend and volunteer.  Women and 
Men can attend this event. The general public can attend certain events and worship services.   
In the bleak midwinter, the fun of summer camp and VBS feels far off, but you can sign up now to 
help the children of LWML Convention attendees enjoy their time "Celebrating the Lord of the 
Nations" in Milwaukee next June! Go to https://www.lwml-swd.org/events/other for more 
information, or contact Allison at allisonlwmlmke23@gmail.co  
 

PMG January Gathering: All confirmed women of the congregation are invited. 
Saturday, Jan. 14th, 2023 @ 1:00 pm 
• Bible Study: "Ecclesiastes: Comforting Words when Dealing with Tough Stuff" led by Paulette Stecker 

• Refreshments 

• Mission Presentation/Service Project: Ingathering for Orphan Grain Train 
Fellowship with our Sisters-in-Christ 

Lori Kleinschmidt  12-3 
Monica Jeske  12-4 
Marise Bailey  12-21 
Carol Brandt  12-30 

What is going on with the Senior High Youth 

November 20th– saw the Youth get together with the Youth from Hope Lutheran Church in 

Fond du Lac to make apple pies for the Thanksgiving meal. 

December—is time to work on the Happy Birthday Jesus party on December 18th. 

Our Youth have a bunch of fun events planned for in 2023. On Sunday mornings after worship 

they get together and do a Bible Study, ask them about it when you see them next time to see 

what they are studying. 

https://www.lwml-swd.org/events/other
mailto:allisonlwmlmke23@gmail.co
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ALTAR FLOWERS I wish to invite you to consider sponsoring the Altar 
Flowers to be placed on the Lord's Altar for the worship services. The cost is 
$35.00. Flowers can be sponsored for any occasion or just for no reason at all 
other than thanksgiving for blessings received. We do have flower 
arrangements that can be placed on the Altar coming forward.  As you know, 
we already have one Fall arrangement that was dedicated to the Lord's glory.  

The 2023 Flower Chart has been posted in the hallway leading to the Fellowship Hall.  You can sign up 
there or call the church office for assistance.  Pastor Schroeder 
 
MIDWEEK ADVENT FELLOWSHIP SUPPERS AND WORSHIP SERVICES See the overall 
schedule of services that are posted in this newsletter.  The overall theme for the Midweek Advent 
Services is "This is My Son."  Fellowship Suppers will take place before each Midweek Advent 
Services.  Serving will begin at 6:00 P.M.   
 
A CHRISTMAS BLESSING Lynne and I wish all of you a Christ-centered Christmas and a God- 
Blessed New Year celebration. May the joy of salvation be celebrated in all the traditions that are a  
part of your respective families. 
 
Prayers for & Blessings to you all this Advent/Christmas & New Years! Pastor Fitch, Ashley, 
Kessidy, Eliana, Benjamin, Japheth, & Samuel are praying for our family here at Peace, that the 
Holy Spirit's blessed fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control would be produced & shared among us. May our Lord continue to 
bless us together as His beloved & redeemed people, and may He use us to shine the light of His 
Gospel this season. Amen. 

MIDWEEK ADVENT – CHRISTMAS – NEW YEAR'S EVE/DAY SCHEDULE 2022/2023 
 

Our Regular Weekly Worship Schedule 
 

Saturdays at 5:00 P.M. & Sundays at 9:00 A.M.  
 

Midweek Advent Services - Overall Theme: "This is My Son" 
 

Wednesday, November 30 (7:00 P.M.) Theme: "This is My Son: Cain" 
Wednesday, December 7 (7:00 P.M.) Theme: "This is My Son: Ishmael" 
Wednesday, December 14 (7:00 P.M.) Theme: “This is My Son: Absalom” 
 

Live Nativity 
Friday, December 9 (6:00-7:00 P.M.) 

 

Christmas Eve 
 

Children's Service  
Saturday, December 24 (4:00 P.M.) Theme: "This is My Son" 
 

Candlelight: A Service of Song and Lessons 
Saturday, December 24 (7:00 P.M.) Theme: "Joy to the World" 
 

Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25 (9:00 A.M.) Theme: "This is My Son: Jesus" 
 

New Year's Eve 
Saturday, December 31 (5:00 P.M.) Theme: "Blessed in Christ" 
 

New Year's Day 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 (9:00 A.M.) Theme: "How Majestic is Your Name in All the Earth" 
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
Rev. Josiah Fitch 
Associate Pastor 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

 

e-mails  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Web site: 
www.peaceneenah.com 

 

Worship Services 
Sat. 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 


