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SERVING HIM…. 
GIFTED TO SERVE 

 

We continue our stewardship trilogy under the overall theme, “Serving Him!” 
 

Last month we learned that Jesus is our example and motivation to serve our God 
with our time and talents. Indeed, many members of our congregation are offering 
up their time and talents to the Lord to advance his kingdom. Many are serving in a 

public manner, while others are more behind the scenes. 
 

God indeed does, by his grace, gift his people with spiritual gifts for the sake of serving the world and 
fellow Christians. We have this affirmed for us in the instruction given by the inspiration of the Spirit 
through His servant St. Paul.   
 

From I Corinthians 12:1-11 
 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 
2 
You know that when 

you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 
3 
Therefore I want you to 

understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can 
say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 
 

4 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 

5 
and there are varieties of service, but the 

same Lord; 
6 
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in 

everyone. 
7 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

8 
For to one is 

given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, 

9 
to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the 

one Spirit, 
10 

to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to 
distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 

11 
All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 

individually as he wills. 
 

In verses 1-3, we come to understand that the gifts the Holy Spirit disburses are for the serving of the 
True God. Before becoming Christians, St. Paul reminds them of the pagan practice of worshipping 
mute idols. These mute idols offered no communication to those who sought them out. This led them 
to despair, fear, and tradition based on taboo. 
 

Opposed to that, St. Paul reminds us of the Spirit and His witness to the True God. This Spirit 
speaks, and there are good things that happen. The speaking Spirit of the True God caused the 
Jewish Christians to no longer curse the name of Jesus and caused Gentile and Jewish Christians to 
confess Jesus as Lord. A faith relationship with God is the greatest gift that is given to all by the work 
of the Holy Spirit. It is in this context that hope and meaningful service can be offered up. 
 

In verses 4-11, St. Paul explains that the Gifts of the Spirit are for the common good. First, Paul 
explains that the gifts are given in great variety and abundance.  
 

The Corinthians were splintered over spiritual gifts resulting in hurt to the congregation. The different 
kinds of gifts, service, and working are from one and the same Spirit. No one gift or individual is 
greater than the other. All are intended to serve the same God who is the source of a faith 
relationship and of the gifts, service, and workings. 
They, the gifts, all come from the same source - the Holy Spirit. Note the variety of gifts that are 
given by the Spirit. Again, note the repeated phrase, “… by the same Spirit…”. Every believer has 

(Continued on page 2) 
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“As a Parent, I am a primary teacher of the faith to my children” 
As I was doing evening devotion & prayers with my kids the other 
night, we happened to be on the story about Mary and Joseph 
accidently leaving the twelve-year-old Jesus at the temple in Jerusalem, 
taken from Luke 2. My kids know the story, but what struck me as I 
was reading this story was the taken for granted role that Joseph and 

Mary had as parents. 

 

It was taken for granted that they would go up each year for Passover. It was taken for 
granted that they would explain the importance of this event to Jesus, and it was taken for 
granted that they, as parents, would prepare him for this experience. God says as much 
about the Passover back in Exodus 13.  Because God spared all the firstborn of the Israelites 
in the Passover, God expected the Israelite fathers to redeem their firstborn.  Here’s what is 
added in Exodus 13:14, “And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this 
mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the 
house of slavery.” 

 

The same is true in Deuteronomy 6:20. Here, as Moses speaks to the people about God’s 
commands, he says, “When your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What do the 
testimonies and the statutes and the judgments mean which the LORD our God 
commanded you?’ then you shall say to your son, ‘We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt; and 
the LORD brought us from Egypt with a mighty hand’ […] ‘So the LORD commanded us to 
observe all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God for our good always and for our 
survival, as it is today.” It will be the role of the fathers to teach the sons the meaning of 
who God is, what it means to worship Him, and live according to His Word.  

 

This brings us to one of the most important foundational principles for Christian education: 
the role of teaching falls to the parents. That’s the pattern we see over and over in God’s 
Word, and that’s the pattern we see in God’s creation.   

 

Here’s our rationale. We all know that children raised in an abusive home have a greater 
chance of growing up to be abusive. Why? Because the parents inherently teach by what they 
say and do. We also know that if a boy is raised in a family where women are treated with 
disrespect, that boy has a high likelihood of treating women the same way. And if Mom 
puts up with it, any little girl in that family will see her role as “putting up with it.” Why?  
Because the parents inherently teach by what they say and do. When I say inherently, what I 
mean is that the parent’s role as teacher is just built in. There is no argument about whether 

(Continued on page 3) 

received his or her own gift or gifts as the Spirit determines. All are for the sake of the common good 
are they deployed. 
 

Each of us has been brought into a faith relationship with the True God by the Holy Spirit via the 
means of grace – God’s word and sacraments. Each child of God is given a gift or gifts. Each person 
is therefore needed. These gifts are intended for the service of God for the sake of the world and for 
the encouragement of each other.   
 

May we continue in the service of our Lord as we Reach Out, Serve Jesus and Celebrate His love. 
Indeed, we are gifted to serve!   
 

To God be the glory! 
 

Pastor Schroeder 
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or not the parent is going “to teach” his or her child. The only real question is whether or 
not they will acknowledge their role and teach them what they need to know. Another way 
of saying this is that God made part of our purpose & design as parents explicitly (for better 
or for worse) about us teaching our kids. Therefore, if you’re a parent, you’re a teacher.  

 

If you think teaching only happens at the schools, then you’d be wrong, and most parents I 
know would never be so naïve as to think such a thing. They usually know that if you ask 
any teacher what variable is going to make the biggest impact in their child’s success or 
failure at school, that teacher will tell you: “How involved are the parents?” If Christian 
education is important to parents, it will be important to the kids. This brings us to 
Christian education. Continuing this year and in the years to come, we want at least one 
parent to accompany their child to 7th and 8th grade confirmation class. Why? Because just 
as with any other activity for our kids, the commitment of the parents is the backbone of 
any successful Christian education endeavor.  And it’s not the backbone because the pastor 
says so, and it’s not the backbone because the church is trying to make it harder on parents.  
Your parental presence in class is the backbone of confirmation because that’s the way God 
set it up. It’s part of His purpose & design built into creation. As the parent, you are the 
primary teacher of the faith.  In fact, when you go back to the Small Catechism, you will 
find at the beginning of virtually every major heading these words: “How the head of 
family should teach his household…”It doesn’t say “pastor.” It doesn’t say “Sunday School 
Teacher.” It says, “Head of the household.” We here at Peace are committed to helping 
parents fulfill that role. 

 

I would say that our kids are at a higher risk now of losing their faith in Christ by the time 
they graduate college then in any time in history. If we want to take seriously our God 
given duties as parents, pastors, church members and church leadership, the first thing we 
need to do is acknowledge God as Creator, acknowledge that Christian teaching is part of 
our vocation (not as a matter of choice but as a matter of necessity), and then build a 
Christian education program squarely upon those truths. Parental attendance is the first 
step in that process. Your kids will have assignments, homework and sermon notes, but 
their confirmation will not be dependent upon those things. It will be dependent upon you 
as parents and your commitment to your child’s faith formation. 

 

We are stewards of our children on behalf of God (both as parents and as a congregation), 
and God desires that all of these children be made members of His kingdom and remain in 
His kingdom (Matthew 18:3-6). But to be faithful stewards in such an endeavor, we must 
first affirm and commit to what we already know—parents are the first and foremost God 
given teachers of their children. I know most parents aren’t used to this, or know how this 
works, but we, as your pastors will be there to help, and I guarantee that you as parents 
you will grow in your faith and understanding right alongside your children. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please get in touch with me. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Josiah Fitch 

    Cell: (574) 540-1083 
assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 

(Continued from page 2) 
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RESOURCES AVAILABLE For some time now, new resources have been placed 
on the wall next to the library and further down the hall. Two new series are 
now available. One is entitled “A Simple Explanation,” and the other is “A 
Biblical Perspective.” A number of topics are explored. I encourage you to take 
a look and see. Additional new titles have been added. Further down the hall  
are found many booklets on a plethora of topics. The Lutheran Hour Ministries 

provides these. Feel free to take as many as interest you and share with those who you think may need a 
word of encouragement.   
 
Reminder that voting takes place here August 9th from 7 a.m. –8 p.m. The mailboxes in the 
back hallway will not be available to get to. 
 
 

 
Confirmation Orientation – Will take place on Wednesday, August 31st @ 5 pm for 7th & 8th Grade 
Catechumen, and Sunday, September 4th during the Sunday School hour for 5th & 6th Grade 
Catechumen. Classes will begin a week following the orientation: 7&8th – Wednesday, September 7th; 
5&6th Sunday, September 11th respectively. 

 
Rally Day & Church Picnic – Will take place together on Sunday, 
September 11th this year, kicking off our Sunday School/Bible Study 
year together. More details to follow in August… 
 
 

Sending for Ministry Intern Nick Johnson – We will have our ‘Rite of Sending’ for Nick Johnson on 
August 21st during the Sunday Worship Service. Keep Nick in your prayers as he finishes his final 
year at CUW and as the Lord leads Nick to where He plans to use him in His kingdom building!!! 

YEAH OWLS    YEAH! The OWLS have landed and we're having a HOOT!!! 

YEAH OWLS 
Y(young) E(especially) A(at) H(heart) O(older) W(wiser) L(livelier) S(saints). 
Yeah Owls will be back beginning in September. We have some interesting 

programs coming your way. They will include music, competitions, plays, 

educational speakers, and more. If you’ve never been to a Yeah Owls, we’d love 

to welcome you. We meet the third Thursday of the month beginning in September and 

running through May. We began in 2017 and at first it was a group of retirees. Over the 

years we’ve included anyone interested in our programs who has the day off. There is 

always a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship hallway two weeks before our get togethers. We 

ask that you kindly sign up, so we know how much food to prepare for the entrée and I 

usually include a sign up for a few salads and desserts for those who love to cook. A free 

will offering is collected to help defray the cost of the entrée. Coffee fellowship begins at 

11:00 AM with lunch served promptly at 11:30 AM. At noon we have our program which 

runs until 1:00pm. Please consider joining us. We’d love to see you there and you can even 

bring a friend.   

Please see or call Linda McDermott if you have any questions. 
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VITAL STATISTICS    
Number of Baptized Souls: 468  
Number of Confirmed Souls: 393  
Number of Families: 246 
 

Death: 
June 26, 2022 
Eileen Schmidt 
 

July 5, 2022 
Bob Wagner 
 
Funeral: 
July 8, 2022 
Bob Wagner 
 

July 10,  2022 
Eileen Schmidt 
 

Nonmember 
June 10 
Karla Josephs 
 

June 23 
Marjol Arend 
 
Baptism: 
June 18 
Samuel Westley Fitch 
 

June 25 
Madelynne Nora Wienke 
 
Transferred into Peace: 
Scott, Amanda, Liam & Megan Sommerfeldt 
Trinity Lutheran Church Cedar Rapids, IA 
 

Back to School Supplies.  The 
Board of Social Ministry will be 
collecting school supplies during 
the month of August to donate 
to Trinity Lutheran school in 

Menasha and local identified elementary schools in 
Neenah.  There will be a collection box in the back 
hall by the food collection shelves to place donated 
items such as pens/pencils, crayons, markers, 
notebooks, binders, back packs etc. 
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Mission Mites. Thank you for your prayers and contributions during our  
July 9-10 Mission Mites collection. $500+ will begin funding efforts to spread the 
good news of God's love and promise for our eternal life. The South Wisconsin 
District of LWML recently set a goal to fund nearly $200,000 in mission grants, 
from 2022-2024. Each month we will share news about how mites support 
missions and missionaries. 
 

 
August 4- Peace Mission Guild attends a performance by the Pink Ribbon Rebels, an Equestrian drill 
team, who support women fighting breast cancer. Watch for more details. 
 
LWML Fall Retreat. Empowered by God’s Grace is the theme for the Fall Retreat, to be held at the 
Radisson Hotel, Fond du Lac, September 23-24. Check the LWML board, for more details. 
 

Save the dates/watch for details: 
September 12- Peace Mission Guild resumes its monthly gatherings. 
October 1/2- LWML Sunday, with guest speaker. 
October 17- Zone 11 Fall Rally at Peace, Neenah. 
 

Barb Bergner  8/4 
Anna Lobermeier 8/18 
Barb Kaun  8/21 
Joyce Wolf  8/23 
Shari Brennan 8/27 

Together, friends Melanie and Trevor have hiked miles of mountain trails. 
Yet neither would be able to do so without the other. Melanie, born with 
spina bifida, uses a wheelchair. Trevor lost his sight to glaucoma. The duo 
realized they were one another’s perfect complement for enjoying the 
Colorado wilderness: As he walks the trails, Trevor carries Melanie on his 
back; meanwhile, she gives him verbal directions. They describe 

themselves as a “dream team.”  
Paul describes believers in Jesus—the body of Christ—as a similar kind of “dream team.” He urged 
the Romans to recognize how their individual giftings benefited the larger group. Just as our 
physical bodies are made up of many parts, each with different functions, together we “form one 
[spiritual] body” and our gifts are meant to be given in service for the collective benefit of the 
church (Romans 12:5). Whether in the form of giving, encouraging, or teaching, or any of the other 
spiritual gifts, Paul instructs us to view ourselves and our gifts as belonging to all the others  
(vv. 5–8). 
Melanie and Trevor aren’t focused on what they lack, nor are they prideful of what they do have in 
comparison to the other. Rather, they cheerfully give of their “gifts” in service to the other, 
recognizing how much they’re both bettered by their collaboration. May we too freely combine the 
gifts God has given us with those of our fellow members—for the sake of Christ.  
By Kirsten Holmberg, based on Romans 12: 3 - 8 

Published in Our Daily Bread, July 9, 2022. 
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New seat, new perspective 

 

In older sitcoms, family 
members, especially parents, 
each had their own chair in the 
living room. No one else sat 
there. If its “owner” wasn’t 
present, the on-set chair 
remained empty. Church can be 
like that too, with people 
claiming the same seat week 
after week. Our view of the 
service and of fellow worshipers 
is familiar and comfortable. 

Recently, our family was 
“bumped” back a bit, which felt 
surprisingly different at first. But 
we interacted just the same with 
the service. As a bonus, I talked 
with different people. And after 
church we stayed to visit a bit 
longer. 

I’m glad church seats don’t have 
nameplates. And I’m thankful 
that God nudges me out of my 
comfort zone from time to time, 
giving me a new perspective. 

—Janna Firestone 

"Neenah MOPS will be back in session soon! Are you the mother of a young child? Are you 
looking for community and support? Do you need a break? Come join us! Our first meeting 
will be September 13th, 9am at Peace Lutheran Church.  
 

If you are not the mother of a young child, perhaps you know someone locally who could benefit from our 
community. Please, invite them! Also, we are always in need of caregivers. If you are interested in serving as 
a caregiver, have any questions about our group, or would like to learn more, email 
neenahmops@gmail.com." 

mailto:neenahmops@gmail.com
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
Rev. Josiah Fitch 
Associate Pastor 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

 

e-mails  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Web site: 
www.peaceneenah.com 

 

Worship Services 
Sat. 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 

The church office will be 

closed on Fridays starting 

in August until Labor Day 

 


