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SERVING HIM…. 
CHRIST, THE SERVANT OF ALL 

 

Over the last few months, I have shared with you articles related to the first 
of two goals that I have set for myself for this year. Examined were a number 
of encouragements from the Scripture addressing worship in the life of a 
Christian. I also informed you of the work that the Elders and pastors were 

engaged in addressing the Functionally Unchurched of our congregation. Addressed were 
those living outside of our ministry area and those living within our ministry area. The Elders 
and pastors are continuing their work addressing those within our ministry area. 
 

As I wrote last month, for the next few months, I will be sharing insights concerning 
Stewardship. My second goal for this year was to address the Stewardship of time and talent. 
Currently, the Stewardship Board is undergoing a study that addresses spiritual gifts. The 
name of the study is “Discovering God’s Vision for Your Life: You and Your Spiritual Gifts.” 
This study may be offered to the congregation in 2023. 
 

The overall theme for the next few months is “Serving Him” They are based on a 
Stewardship Series that I delivered in my former parish in 2008. Our theme for this month’s 
devotion is “Christ, the Servant of All.” 
 

Begin by reading John 13:1-17. 
 

What is our motivation for the giving of our time and talent? In other words, what is our 
motivation for serving? Is there an example for us to follow? The answer is quite simple; it is 
one word – Jesus! 
 

Jesus the Christ is our example. In our reading, He Himself says, “I set before you an 
example.” What was the example? Jesus laid off his outer garment and assumed a manner 
of service – of lowly service – He washed the feet of His disciples. This was the task of a 
household servant when guests arrived.   
 

The disciples were aghast. Why would their Master do such a thing? He knows that they do 
not understand what just took place. He exhorts them to follow His example of service. Just 
as He has served them, so they are to serve one another. But this just wasn’t about washing 
feet.   
 

He begins by explaining with the words, “I tell you the truth …no servant is greater than his 
master…nor is a messenger greater than the one who has sent him.” The disciples are His 
servants and His messengers can they do anything less than follow their Master’s example? 
 

Jesus the Christ is our motivation. Jesus said more concerning servanthood. He taught that 
the greatest in the kingdom is the servant of all, referred to Himself as the servant of all and 
the ransom for all (cf. Mark 9:35, Mark 10:43). Furthermore, He offered Himself as the 
ransom for all (cf. Matthew 20:28, Mark 10:45). Paul summarizes Jesus' servanthood as he 
writes concerning His humiliation and exaltation. See Philippians 2:5-11. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The Tree of Life: God’s Plan of Salvation 
The Bible is the story of God’s mission to save His creation through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. For this summer, we as pastors will be doing a 
10-week Preaching Series focused on “The Tree of Life: God’s 
Promise of Salvation.” Our overall goal is to help people of all ages 
better understand the grand story of salvation. Beginning June 
18th/19th, each weekend of the Series will focus on a different Bible 

account that guides us through the epic story of salvation from creation, to the cross, to 
Christ’s return on the Last Day. (We will pause July 3rd weekend for our traditional Armed 
Forces Sunday.) 
 

Alongside this Preaching Series, there will also be Questions in the Bulletin to go with the 
sermon each weekend to help us as we seek to dig deeper into God’s Word. Pastor Fitch will 
also lead a Sunday Morning Bible Class that will help us cultivate understandings, attitudes, 
and habits that contribute to lifelong learning in God’s Word, leading us deeper in our faith 
in Him and our love toward our neighbor. This is as good a time as any to invite people to 
worship with us, as they will have the opportunity to hear the overarching narrative of 
Scripture pointing to the One who was crucified, died, and was resurrected for you and for 
me to give us forgiveness, life, & salvation!!! 

 

This series will also expand on all 5 lessons from our Tree of Life VBS this year, diving 
deeper into each of them and furthering our understanding of God’s plan of salvation, 
which also makes it a great time for you to invite VBS families back again to take God’s 
Word in as His beloved family.   

 

Here is a brief summary of all 10-Weeks of the series:   
(1)We begin by examining how God’s beautiful, perfect creation came to be the shattered, 
messy world we are living in today. We will see the tragic moment when everything fell 
apart—when humanity was barred from the tree of life—and how God stepped forward 
with a plan, giving His very first promise to send His Son to restore His fallen creatures and 
the world in which we live.  
(2)Next, we’ll look at how God chose an aged couple, Abraham and Sarah, and promised 
them a child from which He would raise up a new nation that would bring the world our 
Savior. We will also see God call on Abraham to offer his beloved son as a burnt offering, 
through which God will teach us many important things about the great substitutionary 

(Continued on page 3) 

Following Jesus' example, we humble ourselves and become a servant. Having been served 
by Him, having been blessed by Him, we respond in serving – offering our time and talent in 
the service of His kingdom work. 
 

Many of our members are faithfully serving, offering their time and talent to the glory of God. 
Apart from such servanthood, we would not be able to reach out to advance His kingdom, 
especially to those in our community that He has placed us. 
 

To God be the glory! 
 
Pastor Schroeder 
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sacrifice of His own beloved Son, Jesus Christ, on the cross.  
(3)Then, we will encounter God’s delivery of Abraham’s descendants from slavery in Egypt 
through ten plagues. The final plague, the death of the firstborn, and the salvation of God’s 
people through the Passover lamb teach us something very important about the death of 
our Passover Lamb, God’s only-begotten Son, Jesus, who saves each of us from eternal 
death.  
(4)We will peer into the familiar story of the shepherd boy David fighting against the 
Philistine giant, Goliath. David’s seemingly impossible victory shines a new light on Good 
Friday and the seeming impossibility of Jesus defeating our greatest enemies, armed with 
nothing but a cross made of wood.  
(5)We will see Daniel, a powerful and noble Jew, falsely accused, sentenced to death, and 
sealed in a tomb with a large stone. We will examine how closely Daniel’s trials & judgment 
and “death & resurrection” matched those of Jesus Christ. 
(6)We will then turn to the Gospels to examine Jesus’ coming, especially His birth and 
Baptism. In His Baptism, Jesus connected Himself to our humanity so that He may be our 
substitute and Savior.  
(7) We will turn to look at Jesus’ public ministry, particularly how He was baptized and 
subsequently tempted in the wilderness, Jesus’ teachings, and amazing miracles, which 
teach us about heaven and reveal His power to restore the shattered creation.  
(8) Then we will follow Jesus to the judgment hall of Pontius Pilate and to the tree of death, 
the cross, which He has made into our tree of life, watching Jesus fulfill each of the Old 
Testament prophecies discussed in weeks 1 through 5.  
(9) After His death on the cross, Jesus was sealed in a tomb with a large stone. But He didn’t 
stay dead. We will talk about His empty tomb and what His resurrection means for our 
lives today and in the future. In Jesus’ death, death itself, which has stalked God’s creation 
since Adam and Eve’s fall, has been forever defanged.  
(10) In the series finale, we will close out The Tree of Life with a look at the end of human 
history in this present world—the day when Jesus Christ will return from heaven to raise 
all the dead and judge all of humanity. We look at His glorious promise to all believers that 
He will restore His perfect creation and that we will live with Him forever, feasting from 
the tree of life. 

 

By the end of the summer, together, we will all have a better & richer understanding of the 
Bible’s overarching theme and storyline, the key to unlocking the full riches of each page of 
Holy Scripture.  

 

May Our Lord Bless us together as His family at Peace coming around His Word! 
 

Pastor Fitch 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Summer Sunday Bible Studies – Pastors Schroeder & Fitch will be 
teaching 2 concurring Bible Studies over the Summer:   
 
Pastor Schroeder’s 1 Corinthians Bible Study will 
pick back up on Sunday, July 3rd from where we 
left off in Chapter 4 of St. Paul’s letter. We are 

reminded that as Christians in todays world, we face similar challenges 
that were present in Corinth during St. Paul’s day. St. Paul continually 
points the reader to Christ, who leads us through all of life’s issues, 
touching on many current day topics such as Christian maturity, 
homosexuality, leadership at home & in church, importance of doctrine, the Lord’s Supper, 
church growth, and more. If you wish to join this class, just let Pastor Schroeder know, and he 
can get you a book. 
 
Pastor Fitch’s “Tree of Life: God’s Promise of Salvation” Bible Study started on Sunday, 
June 19th. This Bible Study connects with both our Summer Preaching Series on the “Tree of 
Life”, as well as to our 2022 “Tree of Life” VBS. This 10-week study examines God’s plan of 
salvation as it unfolds through the Old Testament and is fulfilled in the life, ministry, death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. The first 5-weeks will focus on the Old Testament, while 
the last 5- weeks will feature lessons in the New Testament. We will begin with creation and the 
fall into sin, which brought all the evils we experience into this world. Then we will look at the 
unfolding of God’s promise to send His Son with lessons on Abraham, Moses, King David, and 
Daniel. Then, in the 2nd half of The Tree of Life, we will focus on Jesus’ coming as our Savior. We 
will look at His birth, Baptism, ministry, crucifixion, resurrection, and His promise to return on 
the Last Day to judge the living and the dead. By the end of these 10-weeks, you will be 
refreshed with the Bible’s overarching theme and storyline, equipped with the tools for 
unlocking the full riches of each page of Holy Scripture. Please bring your Bible (we have extras 
if you forget), and your willingness to take in the Word! 
 

Sunday, July 3rd – We will have a sending rite as we prepare to send a group of 3 Adults & 

12 Youth down to Houston for the 2022 National Youth Gathering. Please keep them in your 

prayers for safe travels there and back again July 7-14. 

 

Lutheran Education Scholarship Applications are out & available. We do ask that they be 

returned to the office by/before July 15th, if possible, for review by the Board of Education.  

 
ADULT INSTRUCTION CLASS On Saturday, July 23rd, Adult Instruction Class will be offered. The 
class will be held from 8:30 A.M.-3:30 P.M., The course’s title, is “Basic Bible Teachings: An 
Introduction to the Lutheran Faith.” This is a one-day class. Invited to attend are those who are 
seeking membership in the LCMS and the congregation, those who are curious as to what the LCMS  
believes, teaches and confesses, and those who would simply like to review the basic doctrines as  
drawn from the Holy Bible as believed, taught and confessed in the LCMS. Coffee, lunch, and class  
materials will be offered at no cost to the participants. Please call the church office if you plan on  
attending by July 18

Th
. Pastors Schroeder and Fitch will serve as the facilitators for this class.   
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Monday, July 4th – We will have our 4th of July Pancake breakfast here on our 

Church grounds again! Come out for a wonderful meal, and be sure to spread the 

word! (Families receiving Lutheran Education Scholarships & Families of youth 

going to the 2022 NYG are expected to help with this as part of their agreement 

with receiving funds toward School/NYG)  

 

Many hands make light work!   

We are in need of many hands for the 4th of July pancake breakfast! Please see credenza for 

the sign up board! We have jobs for all ages!  

A convenient, consistent way to help our church grow and support our mission as 

a church body: Online Giving  

Scan this code with your smart phone and it will take you directly to our online 

giving setup page: 

Contact Phil Nickolai with any questions! 

Compassion Garden Volunteers Needed: 

The garden has been planted and it won’t be long before we should consider 

harvesting and sharing. 

The Compassion Garden is harvested the first and third weeks of the month by 

Peace members for delivery to our homebound, local food pantries, and others in 

need. On the second and fourth weeks, Trinity in Menasha harvests for their food 

pantry. If you are interested in helping with this project during the months of July 

and August, please see the sign-up sheet located in the Fellowship hall or call Sue Hardwick 920-

Thank you to everyone that helped with this year's Tree of Life VBS! We had a wonderful week "Getting to 

the Root" of our Faith! There are so many elements that went in to making this year possible. It couldn't 

have happened without you! Whether you were: a part in the planning process, on the decorating team, a 

teacher, a member of the craft crew, kitchen crew, or music crew, a puppeteer, helped set up and clean up, 

donated supplies or food, or helped in any other way during the week; you were a big part in spreading the 

Love of Jesus to so many children and families! 

Thank you, Pastor Schroeder, Pastor and Ashley Fitch, Pastor GeRue, Rod and Anne Wilson, Tom and Kathy 

Ehlert, Kristina Ehlert, Emily Ehlert, Luke and Alison Pelger, Megan and Jackson Florek, Brian, Brianna, 

Ladarius, and Jamarion Lunde, Vahn, Santy Jr., Jaylen, and Audrina Vongkhmsaeng, Lori Kleinschmidt, 

Jennifer Zager, Kris Belongia, Eileen Schmidt, Barb Bergner, Monica Jeske, Pam Shadick, Marlene Weisshahn, 

Grace Schmall, Jenna, Kaileigh, Keira, and Kaelin Nickel, Dan, Julia, Abby, Isaac, and Paige Hoelzel, Donna 

Hoelzel, Barb Kaun, Judy Evans, Linda Jensen, Samuel and Preston Davies, Gary and Kaye Hobart, LuAnn 

Thorson, Sue Hardwick, Judy Daley, Emily Glasheen, Nick and Nathan Johnson, Caitlin and Noah 

VandenBloomer, David Koch, Jacen Cornwell, Sarah and Sami Patschke, Jim Piepenbrink, Rebecca and TJ 

Doyle, Guin Miels, Tina Wunsch, Jackie Bouchard, Jessica Roth, Kayla Pierce, Rob Ertl, Ben Ginnow, Todd 

Oppermann, Kurzynski Family, Auth Family, Court Terhorst, Jenine and Paul Rosnow, Jim and Tina Smith, 

Sharon Wolf, and any others who helped out in anyway!  
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July 9 & 10 -LWML Mission Mites will be collected. Your contributions make a 
difference in making it possible for the good news of God’s love to reach people 
in our country and many other countries. 
 

July 13- The Peace Mission Guild will meet for light brunch and “sistership” at 
Monica Jeske’s. We hope you will join us. Watch for more details and a sign up 
sheet.  
 

August event- The date and details are a work in progress. Watch the bulletins 
for more information. 

 

Educating Pastors in Africa- God is calling African men, who know the culture and how best to share 
God’s truth and love of Christ, to become pastors. This $100,000 grant will be used for pastoral 
education projects in Kenya, Togo, West Africa and Uganda, as well as support 6 missionaries in 
those areas. 

 
Eileen Schmidt   7/7 

VITAL STATISTICS    
Number of Baptized Souls: 468 Number of 
Confirmed Souls: 393  
Number of Families: 246 
 

Births: 
May 18, 2022 
Madelynne Nora Wienke 
Parents: Max & Sydney  
 

June 10, 2022 
Samuel Westley Fitch 
Parents: Pastor Josiah & Ashley 
 

Transferred in to Peace: 
Natalie Gawron 
 

Reaffirmation of Faith: 
Cheryl Rivas 

Treasure in the Trunk Update – This event on May 21 was reflective of the treasures we as a 
congregation are blessed with in so many ways.  A big thank you to the many volunteers that 
participated.  The total amount raised was $1,578.00.  Individuals unable to attend generously 
donated items to sell.  As an additional feature, there was a large number of unsold items that were 
donated to Bethesda Thrift, so many more will benefit from this event.   
 
A count of the sales slips indicated a minimum of 120 people made purchases, but the attendance 
can be considered higher as not everyone made a purchase and families came, but only one sales slip 
was completed.  As vendors, we repeatedly heard how customers thought it was great that we as a 
congregation pulled together for the purpose of raising funds for the medical expenses of a young 
couple- it was a very positive reflection of Peace Lutheran within our community.   
Again, thank you to everyone that made this year's Treasure in the Trunk a success! 

The school supply drive will be held 
during the month of August; as you 
see, sales start to consider stocking 
up on items to donate.  An added 
item we are requesting is children's 

underwear of all sizes. 
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Friday, July 1 

Monday, July 4th 

Youth donations (tags selected from the tri-fold board in the 

Narthex) can be dropped off in the blue bins, located in the 

back hallway near the food pantry donation bins. Please drop 

off all non-perishable items and corresponding tags by July 

1st. Perishable items can be dropped off  between July 3rd - 7th (refrigerated items should be 

placed in the fridge with tag attached; non-refrigerated items can be placed in the white & 

black bins in the back hallway on the donation rack). We have Shell Gas Cards if you plan on 

purchasing them off the board. 

CELEBRATING THE MINISTRY TO THE ARMED FORCES  
On Saturday, July 2

nd, 
& Sunday, July 3

rd
 we will be celebrating the Ministry to the Armed 

Forces. This is a branch of ministry of the LCMS. We will recognize the freedoms that God has 
blessed us with in this nation, our veterans and those who are currently serving in the Armed 
Forces, members and those affiliated with our congregation. This service will feature patriotic 
hymns and songs. Serving in the Armed Forces in some manner – active, Reserves, or 
National Guard – are the following who are either members or associated with our parish are: 
Bree O’Brien, Jacob Powers, Father John O’Brien, Max Wienke, Christian Wachter, Rebecca 
Brennan, Andrew Hedman, Maggie Hanson, Elam Evans, Pastor Keith GeRue, Macie Wienke, 
Ethan Tews, Brandon Greenwood, and “Mickie” Steiger, Andrew Steele, Maxwell Lenaker, 
Benjamin Lenaker, & Ryan Fulcer 

Freedom 

Each one of us is born most free 
And we alone can choose 
To do what God would have us do, 
To use what God would use. 
 
Or we are also free to seek 
The proud and selfish way — 
A life where other gods come first 
To reign and hold full sway. 
 
But when we follow where Christ 
leads, 
We find that freedom’s place 
Is really in God’s will for us, 
And we have chosen GRACE! 

Peggy Ferrell, Prayers and Poems 
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
Rev. Josiah Fitch 
Associate Pastor 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

 

e-mails  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Web site: 
www.peaceneenah.com 

 

Worship Services 
Sat. 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 


