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MINISTRY TO THE FUNCTIONALLY UNCHURCHED  
PART V: TO WHOM SHALL WE GO? 

 

60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, "This is a hard saying; who can 
listen to it?" 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling 
about this, said to them, "Do you take offense at this? 62 Then what if you were 

to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh 
is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are some of 
you who do not believe." (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not 
believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, "This is why I told you that no 
one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father." 
 

66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus said 
to the twelve, "Do you want to go away as well?" 68 Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have come to know, 
that you are the Holy One of God." 70 Jesus answered them, "Did I not choose you, the twelve? 
And yet one of you is a devil." 71 He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the 
twelve, was going to betray him. John 6:60-71 
 

First, an update on the process of our Ministry to the Functionally Unchurched. As was shared in 
the April Newsletter, letters were sent to members who have moved out of the area and are not 
attending worship here at Peace. Fourteen (14) letters were sent out, of which four (4) 
responses were sent back. Only Four (4) responses were sent back. Two requested to remain a 
member as they searched for a new church home, one requested release from membership, and 
one requested a transfer to a sister congregation (LCMS). Letters were sent out to all 
acknowledging their requests. As for the others, as was shared in the letter, they were released 
by self-exclusion – no response. Please keep in mind that all had the option to remain a member 
while searching for a new church home. 
 

In the May Elders meeting, a list of members who are in the immediate area but have not 
worshipped since the beginning of 2022 will be presented to discuss an action plan to reach out 
to these members. This is the Board of Elder’s responsibility. The purpose of this is not to "Boot 
people out" but rather to reconnect them to worship with us.   
 

Now, concerning the scripture verse above, I would suggest that you read the whole of John 6 to 
understand the context of our verse. John 6 is affectionately called the "Bread of Life" chapter. It 
begins with the miraculous feeding of a large multitude of several thousand from a meager 
source of bread and fish. Jesus uses that event to teach concerning Himself. He is the Bread of 
Life. Whoever eats His flesh and drinks His blood and believes has eternal life. 
 

His teaching is difficult for many to understand. As a result, many walk away from Him. He's not 
the King that they were thinking to crown.  As our verse teaches, He asks His disciples if they are 
going to walk away.                     

(Continued on page 2) 
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Confirming the Faith: "Christians are People Who..." 
Matthew 28:19–20 - 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 

 

We've now made our way through the 2022 Lenten season and begun 
our Eastertide, the time between Easter Saturday and Pentecost, where we will move into 
the "Season of the Church." We will finish up our Confirmation classes for this year during 
the next few weeks, including the Examination and Confirmation of 4 of our Youth. As 
such, I thought it would be nice to take a look at Confirmation and why it is so vastly 
important to Christian Growth. 

 

Now, if you did an in-depth study of Scripture, you would NOT find "Confirmation" as an 
educational program in the Bible. So, why do we do it? As Christians, we are followers of 
Jesus; we are His disciples. And as disciples, sitting at His feet as it were, we are people who 
are learning what it means to be baptized children of God & what that means, confirming 
that this is indeed what we believe from Scripture. This spiritual formation process may be 
the most intentional & specialized spiritual training Christians ever receive, to the point that 
they even make vows before God & man that they will be faithful to Scripture and to this 
Confession (Doctrine) even unto death. 
 

Another way to look at this training comes from Philippians 3:20, "But our citizenship is in 
heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ," and like people becoming 
new citizens of a country (like the United States of America), Disciples are expected to know 

(Continued on page 3) 

The response is quite clear, "Lord, to Whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life". 
And yet, Jesus already knows that there is a devil amongst them. This one will betray Him as he 
walks away from Him. 
 

This statement of Peter is remembered even in our worship. It serves as the Alleluia and Verse 
in our liturgy, sung before the reading of the Gospel. 
 

Yet, many, seemingly even today, have walked away. There is no other place to hear the words 
of eternal life than in worship in God's House. Where else can one have the opportunity to eat 
His flesh and drink His blood?   
 

The matter of worship is imperative for the Christian. It is the responsibility of all of us to reach 
out to those who we know are no longer in worship. This is for Jesus' sake, for their spiritual 
vitality. 
 

May we all follow through with our promise to be in God's house where we eat and drink of 
Him – His Word and the Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

To God be the glory! 
 

Pastor Schroeder 

(Continued from page 1) 
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certain things. Things like history, attitudes, behaviors, cultural norms, even knowing 
certain songs. This is also true for people whose citizenship is of heaven. As citizens of 
heaven, you begin a more intensive and intentional program that helps to prepare you for 
life in Christ and membership in the Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Catechesis is about 
more than teaching Biblical trivia/facts. Catechesis is a lifelong process of formation in the 
Christian faith. As students, teachers, and Pastors meet together, they begin a process set to 
continue throughout a person's whole life. It involves new knowledge and information, 
seeking understanding. However, of equal importance is the fact that this involves new 
habits and practices as one's life is shaped and formed by God's Word and the Christian 
practices that confess and teach the faith drawn from God's Word. 

 

To teach and learn the full breadth and depth of the Word of God takes longer than one 
lifetime here on earth. That being said, there are certain basic teachings that all Christians 
should know and affirm in their beliefs. And the goal of Confirmation is to address and 
answer the questions, "What is Christianity all about?" and "What does it mean to be a 
disciple?" so neophytes (νεόφυτος, 1 Tim 3:6, "a person who is new to a subject, skill, or 
belief") can make an informed confession of their faith. At the end of this confirmation 
process, these neophytes are asked to make their own public confession of what they 
believe about God, and confirmation classes are meant to help put into words what they 
believe. Confirmation classes are meant to give them a safe place to doubt, ask questions, 
gain a deeper understanding, and to wrestle with the Christian faith and how it impacts 
their daily lives, that they may take up their Baptism with both hands and live in this world 
as a Forgiven Child of God.   
 

As we approach and pass the upcoming Confirmation of our youth, let us all think about 
our own confirmations and the vows we have each made to God and to one another, to 
seek after one another that we might be strengthened in our faith-life together. Not one of 
us is in this alone, but we are each called to work together as the Body of Christ as hands, 
feet, eyes, ears, lungs, stomachs, elbows, knees, livers, skin, etc.…  Not one of us has the 
same gifts or abilities, but all have been given a measure from the Lord to put to good and 
blessed use in His kingdom here in our corner of creation in Neenah, Wisconsin and other 
places we are made able. Never do we do this alone, but together in Christ, we are able, 
whether 3 years old or 103, the Lord has a very heavenly purpose for each of us here and 
now, until He calls us home or Christ returns… 

          …In His Name, 
          Pastor Josiah J. Fitch 

(Continued from page 2) 

Save the date. June 26th. We will be having a postponed Winterfest in June. Actually 
it will be a combined Winterfest and possible fishing for kids event on Grundman 
court.  More details and sign up to come in early June.  
Joe and Kris Belongia, Jim and Donna Hoelzel and Dan and Julia Hoelzel 
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ADULT BIBLE CLASSES The WOKE Bible Study will conclude the 
Week Beginning May 8.  
 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE CLASS There will be no Sunday 
Morning Adult Bible Class on Sunday, May 15 (Youth Confirmation 
Sunday). Bible class will meet on Sunday, May 22. The topic will be a 

brief study entitled "The Lutheran Service Book (LSB): Not Just for Worship." This course was of-
fered a few years back, but it is good to explore again how the LSB can be used for family and per-
sonal devotions. There will be no Adult Bible Class on Sunday, May 29 (Memorial Day Weekend). 
We will resume the topic introduced on Sunday, May 22, for Sundays, June 5 & 12. A new topic will 
begin on Sunday, June 19, related to the Summer Sermon Series starting that same Sunday for the 
duration of the summer ending on Sunday, August 28

th
. 

 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS Beginning Thursday, May 19, we will resume our study, 
"Jesus." 
 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE CLASS Unknown at this time if it will resume. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS We will continue our study on the Augsburg 

UPDATING OUR PHONE DIRECTORY – Address changes? Phone number 
changes? Gone cellular, no more landline? Children away at college? If you have 
moved or are going to be moving soon, please call or email the church office 
(admin@peaceneenah.com) or leave a note with your new address so we can keep our 
mailing lists up-to-date. We’re also looking for your new phone numbers. Your help will be 
greatly appreciated, as we will be creating a new phone/address directory. If you are not 

receiving emails from the church about services, newsletters and other items please contact the 
church office also so we can get you on the list to receive these things. 

Treasure in the Trunk. May 21, 8-12 noon. The proceeds from this year's Treasure in 
the Trunk sale have been designated for the medical expenses of the Bottine family. As 
in previous years, it will be held in the front lawn area of the church. We are hoping for 
an excellent day to have some fun fellowship and bargains galore. Please consider how 

you may participate in this fun event: sell from your vehicle, help set up/take down, cashier, 
purchase some treasures, share this sale information with family/friends, and post on social media. 
It will be helpful to sign up on the sheets posted on fellowship hall bulletin board for planning. 
There will be signs in Narthex that you can post in your yard or highly visible area within the 
Neenah community. There will be a concession area for coffee/beverage and pastries/cookies free 
will donation. If you cannot participate in the sale but have items to donate, we will gladly accept 
them and disburse them to vendors that have room. Any clothing donated must be cleaned and 
gently used condition. For donations, please get in touch with Linda Bradley or Linda Lueke.This 
morning activity presents a great opportunity for fun fellowship and excellent bargain hunting.   

MOPS is an international organization that exists to encourage, equip, and develop every 
mother to realize her potential as a woman, mother and leader in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Neenah MOPS will be meeting on Tues., May 10 from 8:45 to 11 A.M.  

Great Commission Stewardship to missions year-to-date: 
David and Valerie Federwitz  
Elliot & Serena Derricks 
South Wisconsin District LCMS 
Hmong Lutheran Outreach-Oshkosh 

Lutherans for Life 
Amy Formella 
Cindy Wrucke 
Camp LuWiSoMo 



5 

CIRCUIT-WIDE ASCENSION DAY SERVICE On Thursday, May 26
th,

 the congregations of our 
Circuit will gather to celebrate the Ascension of Our Lord. The service will be at 7:00 P.M. Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 370 Bowen Street Oshkosh, WI, will serve as the host. Pastor Steve Billings, 
Pastor at Trinity, Menasha, WI, will be our guest preacher. There will be a Mass Choir made up of 
the choirs from the Circuit's congregations. Pastors of our Circuit congregations will be participating 
in the service. The offering, to be gathered as you enter the sanctuary and presented to the Lord as 
a part of the service, will be divided in half, half to provide Bibles to a congregation in Vietnam and 
half to Ukraine Relief. Come and join fellow brothers and sisters in Christ of our Circuit in celebrating 
this great event of our Lord Jesus Christ and of His Church.  
 

MIDWEEK SUMMER WORSHIP 2022 The Elders, in their March meeting, after some discussion, 
decided that there will not be a midweek service this summer.   
 

VISITOR PARKING SPACES A friendly reminder… The Visitor Parking Spots are reserved for our 
visitors, especially during worship services. Please respect this as we are "Reaching Out, Serving 
Jesus, Celebrating His Love."   
 

A FRIENDLY REMINDER: WHEN HOSPITALIZED, please contact the church office if you incur 
hospitalization. Hospitals no longer automatically call on your behalf unless you request contact to 
be made. Depending on the hospital and its policies, the pastors may or may not be able to come to 
visit you.   

 

Thank You – To Erin Johnson, Lorrie Muth, all the Youth & Family, and all of the 
many hands that worked together to make sure that the return of our Traditional 
Easter Breakfast went off ever so well! Thank you to Miss Betsy for leading the 
littles on an easter egg hunt! Those little ones are ever-so-precious, and it is 
wonderful when we have the opportunity to lift them up! Thank you, Lord, for 
bringing us together and enlivening our Fellowship as we received your gifts to 
us, preparing us to go and share with others. 

Financial Highlights from Stewardship  
 

269 Stewardship packets distributed 
45 Time & Talent forms returned  
57 Financial commitments returned  
 

222 offering envelope packs distributed for 2022 
128 individual givers in February 
130 individual givers in March  
 

February weekly average giving was $8,266  March weekly average giving was $8,462  
$9,094 is needed to meet budget per week  
 

39 e-Givers (no transaction fee to giver) representing 31 % of total giving.  
E-Givers can designate additional special offerings, i.e. Foundations for the Future Fund or Lutheran Schools 
Scholarship Fund. 
 

DID YOU KNOW  
• a contribution envelope for Foundations for the Future Fund is included every month in your envelope 

packs? This fund is used for capital improvements such as the new boiler system and to cover loan 
payments.  

• e-Givers can also use offering envelopes with quarterly statements reflecting all donations. 



6 

Mites Rock! Thank you for your generous contributions toward the Mission Mites 
during the weekend of April 2-3, which totaled $693.04. Your support of the "mites" 
makes a difference and allows more people to hear about God's love and salvation. To 
God be the glory! 
 

Light of Christ in Eastern Europe is a $56,000 grant which will be used to support  
8 missionaries as they spread the good news of God's unconditional love for us in 
Germany and the Czech Republic. The Lutheran Church is striving to meet the urgent 
need to bring the love and light of Christ to people who have been living in spiritual 
darkness. 

 

May 9, "Growing In Grace," is the theme for the Peace Mission Guild Women's Spring Event, at 6:30 pm, 
in the Peace Fellowship Hall. Join us as we promote the importance of supporting and encouraging our sisters 
and staying rooted in God's love. We will enjoy refreshments, sweet treats, a guest speaker from Mothers of 
Pre-Schoolers, and entertainment from the "Peace Players." Invite your sister, mother, daughter, friends, or 
neighbors for a fun and inspiring evening with "your sisters." There is a sign-up on the board by the fellowship 
hall. We hope to see you there! 
 
Summer Mission Guild meetings. During the summer months, Peace Mission Guild conducts informal 
gatherings, like a breakfast tea, a walk in the park, a concert, or a road trip. Watch for details of events and 
dates for our June, July, and August get-togethers. We hope that you will join us for spiritual and recreational 
enrichment.   

 
LuAnn Thorson 5/2 
Sarah Patschke 5/3 
Ashley Fitch  5/4 
Barb Duffeck  5/8 
Carolyn Wagner 5/11 

  Kris Belongia   5/23 

YEAH! The OWLS have landed, and we're having a HOOT!!! 
YEAH OWLS 
Y(young) E(especially) A(at) H(heart) O(older) W(wiser) L(livelier) S(saints). 
 

Our next get-together is Thursday, May 19, 2022. Coffee fellowship begins at 
11:00 AM, with lunch served promptly at 11:30 AM. At noon we will have our 

program. This month we will be having a game day/just sit and talk day. This will be our last 
get-together until September. We won't be meeting in June, July, or August. Sign-up sheets 
will be in the Fellowship Hallway 2 weeks prior to the May 19th meeting. Make sure to sign 
up. We'd love to see you there, and you can even bring a friend.  

FATHER’S DAY BULLETIN 

Would you like to pay tribute to a special man in your life in the annual Father’s Day Bulletin? Cost is 
$1 minimum per name. Blue sheets will be in the bulletins (extras will be available in the Narthex) 
along with a provided envelope after Mother’s Day. Fill out all information such as “in memory of” 
or “in honor of” and simply place the slip into the envelope along with your money. Be sure to 
complete the front of the envelope as well, indicating your name, envelope number (if you have 
one) and the dollar amount. (All checks should be made out to Peace.) Then just drop the envelope 
in the offering or leave it on the desk in the office. The deadline to put a name in will be Sunday, 
June 12th. Proceeds from this year’s Father’s Day bulletin will go to support the ministry of Elliot 
Derricks, a Lutheran Bible Translator serving in Cameroon.  
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VITAL STATISTICS    
Number of Baptized Souls: 468 Number of Confirmed Souls: 393 Number of Families: 246 
 

Reaffirmation of Faith     In by Profession of Faith 
Charlotte Starr      Darlene Vanhorn 
Our Savior Lutheran Neenah, WI     Most Precious  New London, WI  
 

VBS 2022 "The Tree of Life" "Let's get to the root of things!" This year's Vacation Bible school 
planning is well underway. Another planning meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 5th at 6 
pm. Please join us to discuss snacks, crafts, lessons, decorations, and more!!! The volunteer 
sign-up is in the middle hallway! Starting in May, registration forms for kids will also be 
available.  

 

Prayer Partner Ice Cream Social "Here's The Scoop!" An ice cream social is planned for the confirmands to 
finally meet their prayer partners! 8th graders and families are invited to come to the Fellowship Hall 
following the Examination service on May 11th.  
 

Sunday School End of the Year Carnival Save the Date, May 22nd! Bring Family, Bring Friends! We will close 
this Sunday School with some Carnival fun, games, and snacks! Watch bulletin news for more information 
soon! If you are interested in donating snacks or running a game, contact Miss Betsy at (920)-750-0910 
 

Friendship Sunday The Boards of Education and Evangelism are teaming up to host a 
Friendship Sunday! All members, adults, and kids bring friends on Sunday, May 1st, 
for worship and some fun fellowship. After worship, we will have specialty coffee 
available from a local coffee shop and balloons, and you and your friends can visit 
with Hagar- one of the LCC K-9 comfort dogs. Bring friends to Sunday School and Bible 

studies too! In addition to these activities at church, join us later at the Gem Roller Rink for skating and 
fellowship between 4:30 pm-6:30 pm! 

 

Singing for Mother's Day Reminding all Sunday School Families that all kids will be singing Sunday, 
May 8th, for Mother's Day. Please have kids in the Fellowship Hall by 8:40 a.m. so that they can 
get their beautiful singing voices ready!  
 

Confirmation Examination Service – On Wednesday, May 11th @ 6pm, everyone is 
invited to attend this year's Confirmation Examination Service, a Service of the Word 
where you will have the opportunity to hear from the Confirmands own mouths what 
they have learned these last few years. This is also a good time to reflect on our own 
Confirmation journeys. 
 

May 15th, Confirmation Sunday – Please come support our Confirmands as they take 
their vows before God & the Congregation, joining in our midst as Disciples who take 

up their Baptism with their own hands!   

A special offering for Ukraine will be taken on June 4&5. 
The Office of International Mission of The LCMS is working with several Lu-
theran church bodies and missionaries in Europe to help our brothers and 
sisters in Christ in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine, Lutheran ref-

ugees, and others affected by the violence. If you want to help now --- 
Mail Donations to: 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861     Please write “Help for Displaced Ukrainians” in the memo line. 
To Text  Send the message LCMSUKRAINE to 41-444 from your mobile phone to give through 
LCMS Mission Advancement. 



8 

 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
Rev. Josiah Fitch 
Associate Pastor 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

 

e-mails  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Web site: 
www.peaceneenah.com 

 

Worship Services 
Sat. 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 

The Church Office will be closed 

Monday, May 30th for Memorial 

Day. 


