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THE ONE AND ONLY 
 
Begin by reading John 1:1-18. 
 
Has it ever been said that you are your father’s son or daughter?  Or as far as that 
goes, your mother’s son or daughter??  Normally these statements are made as 
one reflects on your behavior.  It is almost as if seeing you, they are in the very 

presence of the one you mirror. 
 
In essence, what is communicated is that Jesus is the One and Only.  He would say later concerning 
Himself, “You see me, you have seen the Father who has sent me.” 
 
Let’s unpack this just a bit. What do we learn about the one and only? 
 
He is the Word. (vs. 1-3)  As the One and Only, He was already present in the Beginning.  He was 
with God.  He is God.  How much more can be said?  Well, if that is not enough evidence, we are 
told that He was the creating Word.  Nothing came into existence apart from Him. 

 
He is the Light and Source of Life. (vs. 4-9)  as the One and Only Light and Life is Him.  Darkness 
produces death.  It was of Jesus that John bore witness as the One and Only, the Light that 
enlightens and brings life as He is the Life. 
 
He became flesh–incarnate. (vs. 14)  He, being the essence of God, became human flesh.  This is a 
mystery, yet so it is said of Jesus.  He became like you and me.  From the time of His conception 
and birth, he was as human as we are.  It is His flesh and blood that suffered and died on the cross.  
He, the One and Only, for you and me. 
 
He is full of Grace and Truth. (vs. 14)  As Grace, He was the one who would save all from sin by His 
suffering and death (passive obedience). As Truth, as witnessed in his daily behavior, He was the 
sinless one.  (active obedience) 
 
He is the antithesis to the Law.  He is the Gospel. (vs. 17)  Whereas the Law could not save us 
because of our disobedience and inability to be perfect, He, as the One and Only, is the Gospel that 
saves.  Salvation is ours through faith in Him. 

 
Finally, He has made the Father known. (vs. 14, 18)  As mentioned above, Jesus made this 
abundantly clear.  (See John 14:8-11)   
 
Indeed, Jesus is the one and only.   

 
Consider these Truths as you celebrate the Incarnation of our Lord, commonly called “Christmas”. 

 
To God be the glory! 
 
Pastor Schroeder 



2 

Who Cares About Advent? 

If it hasn’t by the time you read this, the season of Advent will 

begin shortly, with all the gatherings, the songs, the foods, and 

everything else it brings.  Advent is also the time that we look 

forward to the hope we have in Jesus Christ. Advent is a time of 

personal reflection on why Jesus came in the first place.  Jesus 

really came for sinners like you & I, and He bears us wondrous gifts of forgiveness, 

life, & salvation.  He has reconciled us to Himself, bringing us into a right relationship 

with Him.  But there is another piece to this: Jesus didn’t just die to bring us back 

unto Himself; he also did all of this so that we would be reconciled to others as well.   

What if I told you that you don’t know when the Lord will call you home 

heavenward?  What if I told you that you could not know when you or another 

person might be laid to rest.  What if I told you that you or anyone else you know 

could pass away this very day?  Would any of these questions change the way you 

would choose to interact with someone else?   

It can be easy to get lost in the day-to-day goings-on, racing here & there, facing all 

the strife & frustrations in life.  It can also be easy amidst the cold & stressful winter 

season to hold onto/resurrect grudges & irritations past.  We all have our differences, 

but it is our differences that, in Christ, make us the body of Christ.   

1 Corinthians 12:12–31 says: “12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all 
the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit, 
we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink 
of one Spirit. 
14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot should say, “Because I 
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would 
not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would be the 
sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18But as it 
is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single 
member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 
21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I 
have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the 
greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24which our more 
presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to 
the part that lacked it, 25that there may be no division in the body, but that the members 
may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice together. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in 
the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, 
helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? 
Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with 
tongues? Do all interpret? 31But earnestly desire the higher gifts.  And I will show you a still 
more excellent way.” 
 
As Christians, we are called to show forth Christ in our lives.  Lives that are lived 
working alongside others.  Lives lived in a world full of people in need of 
Forgiveness, Life, & Salvation.  Some of this means overlooking minor irritations.  The 
hard thing is when we know we’ve held onto a grudge or refrained from forgiving 
someone else when we’ve been slighted and going to them seeking forgiveness.  
 
Now, this does not mean that they will necessarily forgive us for our sins against 
them.  But we are not called to account for those who have or haven’t forgiven us. We 
are called to account for our forgiveness or lack thereof.  If you are struggling with 
forgiveness, Pray.  If you feel too afraid to give forgiveness, Pray.   If you feel 
ashamed because of how long it has been or because of what has happened in the 
past, I have good news for you:  Jesus Christ died for you, and He forgives you all 

your sins!   Believe it or not, every Christian has the authority to forgive others, as 
Christ has forgiven us.  If God forgives us & all others through Jesus, how can we not 
share His forgiveness?  Now that you have God’s forgiveness in Christ go and 
forgive.   
 

Go in peace & love! Look to Jesus, celebrate His coming 
to save us! And May the Peace of Christ be with you as you go.  
Amen! 

Pastor Fitch 

MIDWEEK ADVENT FELLOWSHIP SUPPERS AND WORSHIP SERVICES See the overall 
schedule of services that are posted in this newsletter.  The overall theme for the Midweek Advent 
Services is “God’s Love at Christmas.”  Fellowship Suppers will take place before each Midweek 
Advent Services.  Serving will begin at 6:00 P.M.   
 
A WORD OF THANKS Thank you for the gift that was bestowed on me in late October celebrating,  
Pastor’s Appreciation Month.  I am grateful for the gift from you that I have the joy to serve, along with  
Pastor Fitch. 
 
A CHRISTMAS BLESSING Lynne and I wish all of you a Christ-centered Christmas and a God- 
Blessed New Year celebration.  May the joy of salvation be celebrated in all the traditions that are a  
part of your respective families. 
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS/

CROCHETERS 
We are in need of more people to 

join our group. Our group has 
dwindled down to just a few people 
over recent years and we need more 

hands to make: 
baby hats for Theda Clark Hospital 
baptismal blankets for our church 

chemo hats for cancer patients 
items to sell at our church bazaar 

any personal project you would like 
to work on 
So, whether you knit or crochet or 

both, or would like to learn, please 
come and join us on Tuesday, 

December 14th at 9:30 a.m. at 
church to see what we are all 
about. It's also a great fellowship 

time. Questions? Contact Kris 
Belongia 920-233-3999 

VITAL STATISTICS   
Number of Baptized Souls: 463 
Number of Confirmed Souls: 382   
Number of Families: 237 
 

Death: 
October 19, 2021 
Art Klepps 
 

Funeral: 
October 25, 2021 
Art Klepps 
 

Baptism: 
October 26, 2021 by their father 
Alayna Sue & Payton Mary Bottine 
Twin daughters of Cindy & Jeremy Bottine 
 

Transfer In: 
Johnathan & Guinevere Miels & Adalynn & Isley 
St. Paul Lutheran Cumberland 
 
Tyler & Rachel Coady 
Faith Lutheran Church Green Bay 
 

Brought into membership by Profession of Faith 
Shirley Dordel 
Our Savior Neenah 
 

Alan Dordel 
Our Savior Neenah 
 

Transfer Out: 
Lee & Carol Zuberbier 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Oshkosh 
 

Release: 
Ryan Wilson 
Appleton Alliance 

MOPS is an international organization that exists to encourage, equip, and develop every 
mother to realize her potential as a woman, mother and leader in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Neenah MOPS will be meeting on  
Tues., December 14th  from 8:45 to 11 A.M.   

Join us at the "Very 
Neenah Christmas " on 
Friday, December 3, 6pm
-8pm. Kesslers Funeral 
Home will host the Peace 
Puppets,  our "Live 

Mannequin" window display, warm 
beverages, and treat bags for the 
children.  Come and experience the Joy of 
His Presence.  

 

How to keep Christmas 
Inspirational author Wilferd Peterson pondered ways to “best keep Christmas” and “defeat the little 
bit of Scrooge in all of us.” After reading his suggestions, add your own! 

• By following the Star … to stand again in awe and wonder before the Babe in the manger. 

• By rediscovering the faith and simplicity of a little child. 

• By being still and listening to the angels sing within our hearts. 

• By quietly evaluating our lives according to the Master’s standards as set forth in the Sermon on 
the Mount. 

• By resolving to give ourselves away to others. 

• By using the light of Christmas to guide us through … the coming year. 
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December 13.  “Pieces of Jesus’ Life” is the theme for the Peace Mission Guild 
Fellowship Event, to be held at the Double Tree Hotel, Neenah.  Join us for an 
evening of fun and fellowship. Watch the Bulletin News for more details. 
 

January 8 and February 12, 2022.  Remember that the Peace Mission Guild 
meetings move to Saturday’s, at 1:00.  Mark your calendars. 
 

February 4-5, 2022.  The 2022 Winter Getaway will take place at the Clarion 
Hotel and Conference Center, Wisconsin Dells.  The theme is “The Joy in Christ’s 

Mission”.  Registrations are due January 16, 2022. "Scholarships and gifting opportunities are 
available. " 
 More details can be found on the Peace Mission Guild Board and at lwml-swd.org. 
 
Making the Next Generation of Disciples for Life.  The sanctity of life created by God, and the family 
as God designed it, has been under attack by many organizations.  This grant of $92,000 will be used 
by LCMS Life Ministry to build appropriate resources and curriculum for early childhood, young 
children and elementary-aged children and their families. 
 

Lori Kleinschmidt 12/3 
Monica Jeske  12/4 
Marise Bailey  12/21 
Carol Brandt  12/30 
Emily Nickolia  12/31 
 

YEAH! The OWLS have landed, and we're having a HOOT!!!YEAH 
OWLS 
Y(young) E(especially) A(at) H(heart) O(older) W(wiser) L(livelier) S(saints). 
Our December YEAH OWLS get together will be Thursday, December 16, 2021, and will include 
a white elephant gift exchange. Please bring a wrapped gift, something practical, useless, or silly. 
Search your closets, drawers, cupboards, basement, or garages for something no longer of use to 

you. One man’s trash is said to be another man’s treasure, or perhaps just plain funny.  We begin at 11:00 AM 
with lunch served promptly at 11:30 AM. For this month we’re asking everyone, if able, to bring a "festive 
themed dish", something green, or red, or "snowy" or holiday oriented, a dish to pass. We will have a “holiday 
potluck surprise”.  Give your dish a festive holiday name. At noon we will have our program.  Signup sheets 
will be in the Fellowship Hallway 2 weeks prior to the December 16th meeting. Make sure to sign up. We’d 
love to see you there and you can even bring a friend.  

The Giving Tree 
  As is our tradition, we will again have our annual Christmas Giving Tree. This year we will be 
giving to The Boys and Girls Brigade in Neenah. The Brigade’s Christmas Giving Program 
serves over 1,000 financially disadvantaged families in Neenah and Menasha. You will find 
tags of various items on the tree. After taking a tag, please pur-
chase the item and place it under the tree.  Please do not wrap the 
gifts.   

Gifts must be delivered to the Brigade before Thursday, December 9th.  Please 
bring gifts in prior to that date. Your generosity is much appreciated this time of 
year. 

http://lwml-swd.org
http://gallery.yopriceville.com/var/albums/Free-Clipart-Pictures/Christmas-PNG/Large_Transparent_Deco_Christmas_Tree_Clipart.png?m=1380751200
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The Joy of Christmas – Most Valuable Gifts 
 
“And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 
6:8b). 
 
“What do you want for Christmas?” A child may answer with 
the name of the latest game or toy. Each of us might 

answer the question with a list of things we’ve had our eye on as well. It’s a common question asked 
during the holidays, but rarely is the question addressed to God. Why not? After all, He has an 
answer for us! 
 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, the Old Testament prophet Micah spoke of the gifts God wants from us, 
His beloved people. He asks us for gifts of the heart, given to Him when we do what is right: 
showing kindness in word and action; living lives of humility and service. These gifts require no 
money, no ribbons, and no wrapping, only a Spirit-filled longing to bring Him what he desires most. 
 
What does God want for Christmas? He wants our worship and prayers, our time and abilities, our 
compassion for others. Those are the gifts He receives with a warm smile and an outstretched hand 
– and not just at Christmas, but all year long. 
 

A Mustard Seed: The Joy of Christmas. 7/32 Author: Patricia Mitchell. ©2011 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 801 Seminary Place Ste. L010, St. Louis, MO 63105. 

www.lwml.org 
 
Give the gift of peace of mind, attend the January 16

th
 Lunch & Learn with Craig Toerpe from  

LC-MS Foundation, planning for future gift-giving. 

Don’t forget about Scrip during the Holidays and Christmas Shopping season!   
Are you making your list? Are you checking it twice for Shop with Scrip 
options?    
Whether you are shopping for your holiday dinner or gifts to share, we can help you. 
Find gifts for everyone on your list while raising funds for our organization. 
Whether you buy the gift cards to give as presents to family and friends, or to use 
them to buy your gifts—our organization earns with every gift card purchased.  

The deadline for Christmas ordering is December 13, 2021 in order to receive the cards in time for 
your Christmas gift giving. We have some in stock Scrip cards like Subway, Taco Bell, Papa Murphy’s as 
well as Fleet Farm and Menards. We still have the usual Kwik Trip, Kohl’s, Culvers, Dairy Queen, 
McDonalds, Pick N’ Save, Festival Foods, Wal-Mart and assorted other Scrip Cards available for 
purchase. If we don’t have what you want, we can check into ordering it for pick up the following 
weekend. There are many vendors to choose from listed in our Look Book located at the Visitors desk 
or you can visit ShopWithScrip online to see participating retailers. 
Thank you to all who have supported SCRIP regularly and to those who have given it a try! If you 
haven’t, please consider using SCRIP for your shopping, dining and other needs. See us at the visitor’s 
desk or the church office if you are interested in purchasing SCRIP. Profits, at this time, are divided 
between our Youth Group and the Lutheran School Scholarship Fund. 
 

http://www.lwml.org
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MIDWEEK ADVENT – CHRISTMAS – NEW YEAR’S EVE 

  SCHEDULE 2021 
 

Our Regular Weekly Worship Schedule 
 

Saturdays at 5:00 P.M. (Mask Highly Encouraged)  

& Sundays at 9:00 A.M. (Masks Optional) 

 

Midweek Advent Services - Overall Theme: “God’s Love At Christmas” 
 

Masks are highly encouraged for all Midweek and Special Services. 

 

Wednesday, December 1 (7:00 P.M.) 

Theme: “God’s Love Covers Me with Christ” 

 

Wednesday, December 8 (7:00 P.M.) 

Theme: “God’s Saving Love Stirs up My Heart” 

 

Wednesday, December 15 (7:00 P.M.) 

Theme: “God’s Saving Love Speaks Comfort and Joy” 

 

Timeless Treasures Bazaar 

Saturday, December 4th (8 a.m.-12 p.m.) 

 

Live Nativity 

Friday, December 10 (6:00-8:00 P.M.) 

 

Christmas Eve 

Children’s Service  

Friday, December 24 (4:00 P.M.) Theme: “God’s Love at Christmas” 

 

Candlelight: A Service of Song and Lessons 

Friday, December 24 (7:00 P.M.) Theme: “God’s Love Is Our Greatest Gift” 

 

Christmas Day 

Saturday, December 25 (9:00 A.M.) Theme: “God’s Saving Love Frees Me” 

 

NO EVENING SERVICE ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25 

 

New Year’s Eve 

Friday, December 31 (6:00 P.M.) Theme: “Teach Us to Number Our Days” 

 

NO EVENING SERVICE ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 1 
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
Rev. Josiah Fitch 
Associate Pastor 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

FAX 
(920) 725-0625 

 

e-mails  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Web site: 
www.peaceneenah.com 

 

Worship Services 
Sat. 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 

 

 
 

Office Hours from Christmas until the end of year. 
• Thursday, December 23rd : the office will close at 2:30 p.m. 
• Friday, December 24th: the office will be closed 
• December 27-30 the office will be open 8:30-noon 
• December 31st: the office will be closed. 


