
1 

Volume 34 No. 11                                                        November 2021 

PEACE 
 

For a period of time, I would be asked by fellow pastors, “Where are you now?”  
My response would normally be…  “I’m at Peace.”  The reason why I was asked 
this question is that years ago, I was an Intentional Interim Pastor (IIP) and 
would be moving around from congregation to congregation. 
 

Most certainly, my response was sincere, as was their question.  Yet, there was a bit of humor in 
my response.  Not only was I serving at Peace, but there was also a sense of peace at the same 
time. 
 

In the last several months, though I was at Peace, I wasn’t always at peace.  Frustration and 
exhaustion often plagued me.  Not knowing what was in the future concerning the pandemic, I 
would become insecure and restless.  Peace illuded me oftentimes.  Yet, when I would turn my 
attention on the words and promises of my Lord, fears, frustration, impatience, insecurity, 
restlessness, and even exhaustion would subside.  I would be at peace at Peace. 
 

In the Tuesday Morning Breakfast Bible class, we are studying the book, Equipped: The Armor of 
God for Everyday Struggles by Christopher M. Kennedy. The study is based on Ephesians 6:10-
20, affectionately known as the Armor of God chapter. 
 

Just a couple of weeks ago, this was the theme verse concerning the shoes of the Gospel of 
Peace… 
 

15 …and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.  
Ephesians 6:15 

 

The lesson was very instructive and comforting.  Peace is only attained by the merits of Jesus, 
who was the peace-offering to atone for sin, reconciling God and Man through the forgiveness of 
sins.  Only via the Gospel can there be the peace that surpasses all understanding. 
 

Jesus knew on the night that He was betrayed that peace would evade the disciples.  He offered 
them the following words of peace… 
 

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 
your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 
them be afraid. John 14:25-27 

 

It is this peace that eventually would allow for bold confession after Jesus was resurrected and 
ascended.  He fulfilled the promise of sending the Holy Spirit (Pentecost).  Bold confession that 
allowed the disciples to suffer even persecution for proclaiming the Prince of Peace was Spirit-
led.   
 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Note what God’s servant St. Paul had to say… 
  

8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 
despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying 
in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 
II Corinthians 4:8-10 

 

Having been a part of the discussion, I was once again reminded of the peace that has been 
afforded to me in all the confusion and challenges of the pandemic – confusion and challenge that 
is still present.   
 

I could write more but let what I have written suffice.  Though I know that I may experience the 
above-mentioned emotions in the future, I now know the benefit of having been brought into a 
relationship with the Prince of Peace.  When such emotions come forward, I once again, in the 
words and promises of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, can hear the words of the Psalmist. “Be 
still and know that I am God.”  (Psalm 46:10)  I invite you to do the same.     
 

Perhaps we all can say, I am at peace! 
 

To God be the glory! 
 

Pastor Schroeder 
 

COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED On Saturday, November 6, and 
Sunday, November 7, we will be celebrating All Saints Day.  Customary on that day, we 
recognize those of our “church family” who have departed this travail of tears and are 
now enjoying the nearer presence of our Lord before His throne in His heaven.  This Rite 
will take place in all services. 
 

CELEBRATING OUR VETERANS On Saturday, November 13, and Sunday, November 14, 
we will be celebrating Veterans and those currently serving in the Armed Forces.   
 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE On Wednesday, November 24 at 7:00 P.M. we will be 
celebrating the National Day of Thanksgiving.  Holy Communion will not be offered in 
this service.  Come and join in celebrating the bountiful blessings the Lord has bestowed 
on our nation! 
 

MEN @ PEACE Men@Peace has determined to dissolve as a particular group.  However, it 
will be replaced with Men’s Bible Study.  The group will continue to meet on the 2nd and 
4th Thursdays of the month at 6:30 P.M.   
 

MIDWEEK ADVENT FELLOWSHIP SUPPERS AND WORSHIP SERVICES See the overall 
schedule of services that are posted in this newsletter.  The overall theme for the 
Midweek Advent Services is “God’s Love at Christmas.”  Fellowship Suppers will take 
place before each Midweek Advent Services.  Serving will begin at 6:00 P.M.   
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The Bible was written to be read with your ears 

 

Would you rather hear someone give a speech or read a 
transcript of it? 
I think most of us would rather hear a speech, and here’s why. 
Oral communication tends to be more effective than written 
communication because it involves gestures, movement, rhythm, 

rhyme, and changes in tone that provide meaning and keep the hearer interested. 
Written words may be more precise, but spoken words have a more powerful effect. 
Spoken words can move you. A message delivered by a voice is more powerful than a 
written one. 

 
When God communicated with the Patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He spoke. 
Moses gathered the Israelites at the foot of Mount Sinai to speak God’s Word to them. 
The spoken word is the original & essential form of the Gospel. Jesus went 
throughout Galilee proclaiming the good news, “The time has come. The kingdom of 
God is near. Repent and believe the good news.” 
 

God’s word was spoken before it was written, and it was written in order to be 
spoken. The four gospels were circulated to be read aloud in early Christian worship 
services. The Apostle Paul wrote his letters so that they might be read aloud in the 
churches. 
 

God communicates with us through the ear rather than the eye. The God of the Bible 
is one who speaks. Seeing is reserved for the life to come, not for this life. The Apostle 
Paul wrote, “Now we see through a glass, darkly, but then face to face.” Again, St. 
Paul wrote, “How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And 
how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” God can speak 
to you any way He wants, but ordinarily, He will speak to you through those whom 
He has called and sent. Spiritual growth and maturity come through the ear. Be 
thankful for the written word of God, but do not use the written word as an excuse to 
ignore the preached word. 
 

I have heard some say, “I don’t have to attend worship services because I can watch 
the service anytime, and I can always read my Bible at home.” Virtual Worship is 
great for those who are unable to come to worship due to infirmity, illness, or even a 
work schedule that they do not get to create for themselves. Having a Bible is no 
guarantee that you will read it, and if you read it, you will learn that we are called to 
meet together. No one is to be a stay-at-home Christian unless he or she is unable to 
attend, and then we go to them to speak God’s word. 

(Continued on page 4) 

https://www.gracecolumbus.org/posts/pastors-blog/the-bible-was-written-to-be-read-with-your-ears
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The Bible is a necessary record of what God has said, and He makes it clear that His 
Word is meant to lead us into fellowship & discussions with others, that we encounter 
Him in His Word, where He promises you can always find Him. The written Word of 
God is the measuring rod we use to guide our preaching and to determine the 
legitimacy of the preaching we hear. 

 

Many of our biblical ancestors believed in God without any writings or scrolls. They 
encountered the Word of God by means of a voice, either directly from heaven or, 
more commonly, through a called individual. To encounter the Word of God in its 
fullness, hear it proclaimed in a sermon or read aloud in a worship service or Bible 
study, and then receive it physically into your body as He feeds you of His own Body 
& Blood in the Lord’s Supper.  

 

Author Eugene Peterson has noted, “There are still communities that get along 
without any written language, but none that survive without speech.” Speech is that 
important.  
 

Similarly, while the written word of God by itself has the power to convert & 
transform people, neither individuals nor the Christian community can survive 
without the spoken word. 

 

The Bible is widely available and should be studied daily, but it is better to read it 
aloud and hear it proclaimed in a public setting and in Christian fellowship. 
 

BibleGateway.com contains many translations of the Bible which you can hear read 
aloud, and “YouVersion Bible App” does much the same, even allowing you to 
download Bible Audio for use in your car while driving to get God’s Word to you. 
 

By God’s grace, that living voice will travel from the ear to the heart, from the heart to 
the lip, and from the lip to the life. 
 

Long ago, God spoke through the Prophet Isaiah, “My word that goes forth from my 
mouth, it will not return to me empty, but it will accomplish what I desire and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” 

 
To God be the Glory. 
 
Pastor Fitch 

Everyone His Witness. Witness is the work we have been given to do as the church on earth. 

We have opportunities to speak of Jesus with the people in our everyday lives who are our 

friends, co-workers, neighbors, and family members. In the coming weeks, you will hear 

reasons why YOU should join us on Saturday, November 6, for the Everyone His Witness 

Seminar at Peace. This event takes place 8:00 am - 3:30 pm, which includes a light breakfast 

and lunch. Please sign up on the board near the Fellowship Hall by November 1.  



5 

“. To our supportive, Caring, Compassionate, and loving PEACE  family.  David and I cannot begin 
to express our deepest gratitude and humility that we feel for all of you. For every prayer, card, 
phone call, text and email, the many visitors and meals….. we are without words to tell you what 
this has meant to our ability to move forward each and every day of this very difficult journey. 
 

As of this weekend we are moving from Parkview Health Center to Bridgewood hotel in Neenah for several 
weeks of additional therapy and Time that is greatly needed for David to gain more strength and stability 
that he is still in need of. We then will be faced with the decision that must be made concerning our perma-
nent living situation. As many of you know our apartment is an upper unit with 17 steps leading up to our 
living space and there is no elevator available. We will be faced with the decision of moving or perhaps in-
stalling a chair lift. We love our unit and don’t wish to leave so it will be a difficult choice to make. 
 

It will be our greatest wish if you would continue your prayers for us as we move forward with  hopes that 
once again our lives will have some semblance of normalcy. 
We are grateful to God for so many blessings and the fact David has survived this horrendous  ordeal.   
 

Once again our deepest gratitude and appreciation to each and everyone of you for your love and constant 
support we so desperately have needed. It Is what has kept us going each day. 
 

Your sister and brother in Christ,  
David and Marilyn Henneman.  

Fall Voters’ Meeting  

Tuesday, November 30, 2021  6:30pm 

 

Our most important Voters’ Body Meeting of the year is scheduled for Tuesday,  

November 30th. The meeting will start promptly at 6:30 pm. Please plan on 

attending and exercise your right to review/approve the 2022 Budget and nominate 

board members. 

The 2021 Christmas season will be upon us before we know it and we need to start 

thinking about poinsettias for the altar. Orders should be place by November 18
th
. The 

cost is $13.99 each. If you are interested in donating, please drop the money off with 

Grace at the church office or place in the envelopes by the sign-up in the Fellowship 

Hall and it and drop the envelope in the offering plate as you enter church.  

MOPS is an international organization that exists to encourage, equip, and develop 
every mother to realize her potential as a woman, mother and leader in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Neenah MOPS will be meeting on  
Tues., November 9th from 8:45 to 11 A.M.   

Thanksgiving Cornucopia 

For Thanksgiving, the Board of Social Ministry will again be sponsoring a Food Drive for the 
Trinity Menasha Food Pantry. Items can be placed by the Cornucopia that will be in front of 
the lectern. Overflow items can be placed in the bins labeled "Trinity Food Pantry" in the 
back hallway. If you or someone you know is in need, please contact Trinity Menasha at 
722-2662. 
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November 8 – Peace Mission Guild. The women of Peace are invited to 

join us at 6:30 pm, in the Fellowship Hall, for devotion, refreshments, and a 

Bible Study, “Joy in the Journey.” At each meeting, we are viewing videos 

about the programs that the National LWML Mission Grants are funding. 

We will complete a service project by assembling “outreach bags” to be 

distributed at the Very Neenah Christmas. Join us as we continue our 

journey to “Hold Fast to the Word, Reach Out to the World. 

LWML Sunday Mission Mites. Thank you for your generous contributions of $508.00 during 

our collection of Mission Mites, October 2-3. Your offerings make an impact in spreading 

God’s Word and His love around the world. To God be the Glory! 

Thirst to Learn: Bible Books for Africa’s Children Lutheran Heritage Foundation continues its 

work of translating, publishing, distributing, and introducing Lutheran materials throughout 

Africa. This $100,00 grant will fund the printing and distribution of 129,500 colorful books, 

introducing children to Jesus in their Lutheran schools, Sunday schools, and orphanages. 

Save the Date December 13. The LWML will hold its inspirational and fun-filled Christmas 

event. Watch for more details. 

CALLING ALL KNITTERS/CROCHETERS 

We are in need of more people to join our group. 
Our group has dwindled down to just a few people 

over recent years and we need more hands to 
make: 
baby hats for Theda Clark Hospital 

baptismal blankets for our church 
chemo hats for cancer patients 
items to sell at our church bazaar 

any personal project you would like to work on 
So, whether you knit or crochet or both, or would 

like to learn, please come and join us on Tuesday, 
November 9th at 9:30 a.m. at church to see what 
we are all about. It's also a great fellowship time. 

Questions? Contact Kris Belongia 920-233-3999 

VITAL STATISTICS   
Number of Baptized Souls: 458   
Number of Confirmed Souls: 382   
Number of Families: 234 
 

Death: 
September 15, 2021 
Wally Oppermann 
 

September 24, 2021 
Ron Evans 
 
Funeral: 
September 29, 2021 
Ron Evans 
 

October 9, 2021 
Wally Oppermann 
 
Transfer In: 
Ben Ginnow  
Faith Lutheran Church Appleton 
 
Transfer Out: 
Jim & Joanne Wilson 
Alleluia Lutheran Greenleaf, WI 
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“Timeless Treasures” 
Christmas Bazaar 
December 4, 2021 
8 A.M. ~ NOON 

 

Peace Lutheran Church 
1228 S. Park Ave. 

Neenah 
 

920-725-0510 
 

“Kids Only” room is back! 
 

Handmade Crafts & Gifts, 
Festive Pre-packaged cookies & candy, 

Homemade preserves, 
Wine baskets, Baked goods, 

 &  
Take & Heat Soups-to-go. 

 
PLEASE ENTER THRU DOOR #1  
This is the main church entrance 

 

Masks are recommended. 
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Stewardship that Keeps on Giving  
Chores and activities of daily living often keep us 
from focusing on one very important aspect of our 
overall stewardship-estate planning. We are 
church-going Lutherans who work hard, pay bills 
promptly, invest wisely, and, after decades, 
accumulate good assets, thanks to God's 
blessings.  
 

Yet, planning for the distribution of these God-
given blessings takes time, thought, and prayer. 
What is it that we will leave behind? Who will get 
what? What happens if we become incapacitated 
and no plan exists for someone to take over?  
 

Sunday, November 21, Craig Toerpe, with LCMS 
Foundation, will introduce himself and accept 
reservations for a January 16 catered Lunch & 
Learn here at Peace, covering the benefits of 
preparing such plans. This presentation will be 
geared for all generations, married or single.   
 

Can't commit to Lunch & Learn? Craig will 
present to Yeah Owls on January 20 at noon 
addressing retirees or those near retirement, 
focusing more on highly appreciated assets, 
including Retirement/Annuity Accounts and 
Traditional IRA's. He will address heads of 
younger families in the evening, asking if your 
estate is laid out and legally documented, where 
all of your wishes will be carried out, with clear 
provisions made for your dependents.  
 

The leadership of Peace invites you to meet 
Craig on Sunday, November 21, after worship, 
when he will share his passion on how a well-
documented plan properly distributes gifts to the 
people and the ministries you care about. Make 
plans now to join us on Sunday, January 16, for 
Lunch & Learn and be a part of these important 
conversations. 

 
 
 
 

As you might remember, during the initial  
re-opening of the church during the Covid 
pandemic, the Sunday service schedule was 
modified to have two services in order to 
accommodate differing levels of mask usage 
and social distancing. Late this summer the 
mask requirements and communion 
methods changed to be the same for both 
services, that is masks optional and at the 
rail communion with the choice to use the 
Common Cup.  
 

That said, the Board of Elders met Tuesday, 
October 12, 2021 and decided to return to 
our pre-pandemic schedule of one Sunday 
service at 9am. The one 9am Sunday service 
schedule will begin on  
Sunday, November 28, 2021, which 
coincides with the first Sunday of the new 
church year.  
 

The Saturday service will not change. Masks 
will still be highly encouraged and we will 
still be using the continuous communion 
method. The Board of Elders will continue 
to review this subject monthly.  
 

We thank God that our congregation has 
been blessed to be able to return the vast 
majority of our members to worship 
services and return to near normal levels of 
fellowship. 
 

Don McDermott 
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Sunday School November Mission 

Projects 
 

One of our  mission project for Novem-

ber is, “Food for the Food Pantry” 

which helps stock the food shelves at 

Trinity, Menasha. Each class will have a 

food collection box in their classroom. 

The goal is to fill the food boxes with all 

sorts of non-perishable food items. Al-

ways needed are tuna and other 

canned meats, peanut butter, cake mix-

es and frosting, boxed potatoes, pasta, 

spaghetti sauce along with toilet paper, 

paper towels and laundry soap.  

Then on “Sundae Sunday”, November 

21st, all the children, grades N-12th will 

enjoy a special ice cream sundae.  The 

class that collects the most food by Nov. 

21st Sundae Sunday, will receive a spe-

cial treat on another Sunday.  
 

Congregation: Won’t you consider an 

extra push to help support the pantry 

too!  

You are invited to come and get an 

ice cream sundae also! 

YEAH! The OWLS have landed, and we're having a HOOT!!! 
YEAH OWLS 
YYEAH! The OWLS have landed and we're having a HOOT!!! 
YEAH OWLS 
Y(young) E(especially) A(at) H(heart) O(older) W(wiser) L(livelier) S(saints). 
Our next get together is Thursday November 18, 2021. Coffee fellowship begins at 11:00 AM 

with lunch served promptly at 11:30 AM. At noon we will have our program. This month we will be joined by 

Jane Lang from the Neenah Historical Society. She will present a program on Theda Clark Peters and the 

hospital named for her. Signup sheets will be in the Fellowship Hallway 2 weeks prior to the November 18th 

meeting. Make sure to sign up. We want to see you there and you can even bring a friend.  
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TIMELESS TREASURES CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

Yes our bazaar is back again this year. It will be held December 4th and look similar to last 

year with a few changes that we hope you will like. Please consider making crafts, cook-

ies, baked goods, items for the kids room, etc., for our bazaar. Remember, at least 10% of 

our profits are donated to a local charity. 

 

 

Here are the bazaar highlights for this year: 

•masks will be recommended 

•enter thru the main church entrance 

•modified one-way traffic flow 

•RETURN of “Kids Only” Room 

•take-and-heat to-go soups (several kinds) 

•craft making day on 10-23 

•cut-out cookie baking day on 11-14 

•cookie frosting day on 12-2 

DISCLAIMER: if you are sick, in quarantine or isolation please do not submit any baked goods. 

If you have any questions about how you can help with this once a year fundraising event, please contact a 

committee member: Kris Belongia, Linda McDermott, Monica Jeske, Donna Hoelzel, Barb Kaun, Fred Kaun, 

Marlene Weisshahn, Jan Erdman, Lorrie Muth or Judy Evans. Please watch bulletins for any future bazaar 

updates. 
 

BUTTER BRAID/ WOODEN SPOON COOKIE DOUGH YOUTH GROUP 
FUNDRAISER   
Remember Butter Braids and the cookie dough? Well, they’re back 
again!  What is a Butter Braid? Butter Braids are pastries that are light 
and flaky with mouthwatering fillings. They are hand-braided with a 
sweet dough base containing over 25 layers of light, airy dough and are 

22 oz. in size. They come frozen in a variety of flavors. All you have to do is thaw, let rise (10-12 hrs.), 
bake and Enjoy!!   
And the delicious pre-portioned cookie dough makes it easy to enjoy a fresh 
baked cookie anytime. These cookies come in 6 easy to bake flavors. No thaw-
ing, no scooping, no mess – just “break and bake” and it is ready to eat! Each 
package contains 40 - 1 oz. portions of dough. Bake 2 or all 40 – it’s up to you!! 
Peace Lutheran Youth Group is holding this fundraiser to raise funds to be able 
to attend the National Youth Gathering that is being held in the Summer of 
2022.   
 
The event will be held from October 22nd – November 14th 2021. The orders will be ready for pick 
up here at church on November 19th between 6:30-7:30 p.m.  Please watch the bulletin for further 
updates regarding pickup. If you are interested in purchasing or would like more information, the dis-
play and order form is in the Fellowship Hall hallway or you can find a youth group member to buy your 
favorites.   Thank you for supporting our Youth Group. 
  You can also purchase the products online: 
Our online store link is Peace Lutheran Butter Braid/Cookie Dough Fundraiser  
If you have any questions, you can contact Kathy Ehlert at 920-527-0933. Thank you for your support.  
 

https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/SelectProducts/9f513b81-049e-4d5d-b9d6-e3b0420f720e/1298550
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MIDWEEK ADVENT – CHRISTMAS – NEW YEAR’S EVE 

  SCHEDULE 2021 
 

Our Regular Weekly Worship Schedule 
 

Saturdays at 5:00 P.M. (Mask Highly Encouraged)  

& Sundays at 9:00 A.M. (Masks Optional) 

 

Midweek Advent Services - Overall Theme: “God’s Love At Christmas” 
 

Masks are highly encouraged for all Midweek and Special Services. 

 

Wednesday, December 1 (7:00 P.M.) 

Theme: “God’s Love Covers Me with Christ” 

 

Wednesday, December 8 (7:00 P.M.) 

Theme: “God’s Saving Love Stirs up My Heart” 

 

Wednesday, December 15 (7:00 P.M.) 

Theme: “God’s Saving Love Speaks Comfort and Joy” 

 

Timeless Treasures Bazaar 

Saturday, December 4th (8 a.m.-12 p.m.) 

 

Live Nativity 

Friday, December 10 (6:00-8:00 P.M.) 

 

Christmas Eve 

Children’s Service  

Friday, December 24 (4:00 P.M.) Theme: “God’s Love at Christmas” 

 

Candlelight: A Service of Song and Lessons 

Friday, December 24 (7:00 P.M.) Theme: “God’s Love Is Our Greatest Gift” 

 

Christmas Day 

Saturday, December 25 (9:00 A.M.) Theme: “God’s Saving Love Frees Me” 

 

NO EVENING SERVICE ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25 

 

New Year’s Eve 

Friday, December 31 (6:00 P.M.) Theme: “Teach Us to Number Our Days” 

 

NO EVENING SERVICE ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 1 
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
Rev. Josiah Fitch 
Associate Pastor 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

FAX 
(920) 725-0625 

 

e-mails  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Web site: 
www.peaceneenah.com 

 

Worship Services 
Sat. 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. 8:00 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. 
 

Bible Study/Sunday School 
9:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 

Don’t forget to “Fall” back with 

your clocks before you go to bed 

on Saturday, November 6th.  

Daylight Savings time end on 

Nov. 7th. 

The Church Office will be closed 

on November 25 & 26. 


