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JOY 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, 

2 
looking to Jesus, the founder and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Hebrews 12:1-2 
 

Many of us are familiar with the song, “I Have the Joy, Joy, Joy…”. It is a wonderful song and 
uplifting.  The verses suggest many things that give us joy and our response to it. It is fun to sing. 
 

What brings you joy? Recently when on vacation Lynne and I were able to behold our newest 
grandson. Though we were introduced to him in late May, the joy has not dissipated. To behold his 
smiles or even just holding him brings great joy. I especially like the fact that he doesn’t burst into 
tears when he sees me.  
 

Most things that evoke joy for us are pleasant. But this was not the case for our Lord. Read again the 
verses above. Who in the world would find joy in sacrificing self? Moreover, to die? Yet, this is the joy 
that was experienced by our Lord as He gave Himself into death. Imagine – every beating, every 
mocking, every hammer blow – joy?   
 

His joy results in our joy. His sacrifice, our joy. Out of love for the Father and for His crown of 
creation (man), He (Jesus) went willingly – obediently – to the cross. For this willingness, our Lord 
Jesus was seated at the right hand of His Father. 
 

It is Jesus who is the Founder and Perfector of our faith. His sacrifice has reconciled us to the 
Father. Being reconciled we serve with joy in our heart – emulating the example of our Lord and 
Savior. It is this joy that allows us to sacrifice ourselves to His glory. We know that we are heaven 
bound.   
 

These words were written to encourage the original receivers of the Letter to the Hebrews that they 
may not leave the faith on account trial and tribulation that they were undergoing in a time of 
persecution. So, these are words of encouragement when we face trials and tribulation that may 
cause us to abandon the faith. 
 

Ultimately, the greatest joy will be ours.  We will also be raised up to eternal joy, joining our Lord in 
the heavenly realms.  
 

To God be the glory! 
 

Pastor Schroeder 

Peace Picnic Potluck on August 22, 2021  
Following the 9:00 a.m. service. Gather together, inside or outside, for 
fellowship, food, and fun. Sign up in the Fellowship Hallway to share a 
hot dish, salad, dessert, or to give a monetary donation.  

A recipe that will serve 8 – 10 people will be sufficient. 
 

-Barb Kaun for Stewardship- 
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“As a Parent, I am a primary teacher of the faith to my children” 
As I was doing evening prayers with my kids the other night, we 
happened to be on the story about Mary and Joseph accidently 
leaving the twelve-year-old Jesus at the temple in Jerusalem, taken 
from Luke 2. My kids know the story, but what struck me as I was 
reading this story was the taken for granted role that Joseph and Mary 
had as parents. 

 

 It was taken for granted that they would go up each year for Passover. It was taken 
for granted that they would explain the importance of this event to Jesus, and it was taken 
for granted that they, as parents, would prepare him for this experience.  

 

 God says as much about the Passover back in Exodus 13. Because God spared all the 
firstborn of the Israelites in the Passover, God expected the Israelite fathers to redeem their 
firstborn. Here’s what is added in Exodus 13:14, “And when in time to come your son asks 
you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the Lord brought us 
out of Egypt, from the house of slavery.” 

 

 The same is true in Deuteronomy 6:20. Here, as Moses speaks to the people about 
God’s commands, he says, “When your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What do the 
testimonies and the statutes and the judgments mean which the LORD our God commanded 
you?’ then you shall say to your son, ‘We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt; and the LORD 
brought us from Egypt with a mighty hand’ […] ‘So the LORD commanded us to observe all 
these statutes, to fear the LORD our God for our good always and for our survival, as it is 
today.”  It will be the role of the fathers to teach the sons the meaning of who God is, what it 
means to worship Him, and live according to His Word.  

 

 This brings us to one of the most important foundational principles for Christian 
education: the role of teaching falls to the parents. That’s the pattern we see over and over in 
God’s Word, and that’s the pattern we see in God’s creation.   

 

 Here’s our rationale. We all know that children raised in an abusive home have a 
greater chance of growing up to be abusive. Why? Because the parents inherently teach by 
what they say and do. We also know that if a boy is raised in a family where women are 
treated with disrespect, that boy has a high likelihood of treating women the same way. And 
if Mom puts up with it, any little girl in that family will see her role as “putting up with it.” 
Why? Because the parents inherently teach by what they say and do. 

 

 When I say inherently, what I mean is that the parent’s role as teacher is just built in. 
There is no argument about whether or not the parent’s going “to teach” his or her child. 
The only real question is whether or not they will acknowledge their role and teach them 
what they need to know. Another way of saying this is that God made part of our purpose 
and design as parents explicitly (for better or for worse) about us teaching our kids. 
Therefore, if you’re a parent, you’re a teacher. 
 

 If you think teaching only happens at the schools, then you’d be wrong, and most 
parents I know would never be so naïve as to think such a thing. They usually know that if 
you ask any teacher what variable is going to make the biggest impact in their child’s 

(Continued on page 3) 
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success or failure at school, that teacher will tell you: “How involved are the parents?” If 
education is important to the parents, it will be important to the kids.  

 

 This brings us to Christian education. Continuing this year and in the years to come, 
we will expect at least one parent to accompany their child to 7th and 8th grade confirmation. 
Why? Because just like with any other activity for our kids, the commitment of the parents is 
the backbone of any successful Christian education endeavor. And it’s not the backbone 
because the pastor says so, and it’s not the backbone because the church is trying to make it 
harder on parents. No, your parental presence in confirmation is the backbone of 
confirmation because that’s the way God set it up. It’s part of His purpose and design built 
into creation. As the parent, you are the primary teacher of the faith.  In fact, when you go 
back to the Small Catechism, you will find at the beginning of virtually every major heading 
these words: “How the head of family should teach his household…” It doesn’t say “pastor.” 
It doesn’t say “Sunday School Teacher.” It says, “Head of the household.” We here at Peace 
are committed to helping parents fulfill that role.  

 

 I would say that our kids are at a higher risk now of losing their faith in Christ by the 
time they graduate college then in any time in history. If we want to take seriously our God 
given duties as parents, pastors, church members, and church leadership, the first thing we 
need to do is acknowledge God as Creator, acknowledge that Christian teaching is part of 
our vocation (not as a matter of choice but as a matter of necessity), and then build a 
Christian education program squarely upon those truths. Mandatory parental attendance is 
the first step in that process. Your kids will have assignments and homework and sermon 
notes, but their confirmation will not be dependent upon those things. It will be dependent 
upon you as parents and your commitment to your child’s faith formation.  

 

We are stewards of our children on behalf of God (both as parents and as a 
congregation), and God desires that all of these children be made members of His kingdom 
and remain in His kingdom (Matthew 18:3-6). But to be faithful stewards in such an 
endeavor, we must first affirm and commit to what we already know—parents are the first 
and foremost God given teachers of their children. I know most parents aren’t used to this. I 
know that most parents don’t know how this works, but we, as your pastors will be there to 
help, and I guarantee that you as parents you will grow in your faith and understanding 
right alongside your children. If you have any questions or concerns, please get in touch 
with me. 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Josiah Fitch 
    Cell: (574) 540-1083 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 

CHOIR SEASON WILL BEGIN SOON! Our Choir is open 
for ALL confirmed members of the congregation to come 
together and praise the Lord with singing. We will be 
starting up September 8th. Remember you are always 
welcome to join us and age does not matter! If you have 
any questions, please contact the Director, Brian Hallman 
@ 920-475-0748 
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                        Save the Date!   Hats off to YOU! 
 

Female teen confirmands, high school grads, young women going off to 
college, and young mothers at Peace. 
 

     We’re celebrating all of you, as shining stars.  
 

Mothers bring your teen or younger generation daughters.  
How many generations will come to honor these shining stars? 
 

August 9th from 5:30 - 7:30 pm at Memorial Park, 131 Tullar 
Road in Neenah 
 RSVP to attend by August 1, 2021 to Barb K. @ 720-9689 
 

             Wear a hat that tells your story. 

Moving forward: 
The CDC has updated the guidelines for the wearing of masks. The Board of Elders has reviewed the 
guidelines and modified our mask policy accordingly as follows: 

✓  Beginning in August, masks do not have to be worn for people fully vaccinated as defined 
by the CDC. Mask are optional for those who have not been vaccinated. "At the Rail" 
communion will be reinstated for Saturday evening services. 
✓  Beginning in September (after Labor Day), Common Cup will be reinstated. 
✓  The Elders and Pastors will review these policies monthly. Changes will be made as 
necessary. 

Don McDermott, Chairman, Board of Elders 

          Grateful, Thankful, Blessed 
 

Lorrie Muth and Erin Johnson would like to express their sincere 
gratitude for all your support you showed for our youth.  
Making the decision back in February not to have our annual 4th of 
July pancake breakfast in the park was a very difficult decision to 
make. We went back and forth many times and, in the end, knew in 

our hearts it wasn’t in the plans with the change of time set by the committee of events.  
So, a new plan was set into motion. With guidance and support from Pastor Fitch and the Elders, 
we set forth planning a breakfast at church.  
We had had a vision but had no idea how the vision would unfold. Would people come? We knew 
our church family would, but would our community show? We typically serve 850+. We knew we 
wouldn’t serve that many, but how many? 50? 100? 200? How do we buy food and supplies? Well, 
we put our trust in who? God.  
Instead of asking for physical donations, we wrote out envelopes sharing how much each item was 
and how much we needed. Not 1 envelope was left! Amazing! THANK YOU!  
We used the saying It takes many hands to make light work, but it also takes many hands to pull off 
an event like this. We were worried, at one point we had to say the words, if we do not have volun-
teers we may have to cancel. We should have just gone back to both of our favorite bible vs.  
Psalm 46:10 Be Still and Know I am God.  
So how did we do? We served just shy of 320 people! This number represents our church, our 
neighbors and community! We were amazed, this far exceeded our expectations. Many have at-
tended our breakfast in the past, some have never attended before. Many expressed their grati-
tude.  
360 days until we do this all over again. We have lots to think about and lots to discuss for next 
year. Where will we have it, same place? Back at the park? Only God knows. Thank you for helping 
us to bring our mission and vision to life! Reaching out, Serving Jesus, Celebrating his Love 
Erin & Lorrie 
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Mites for Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. This organization 
continues to fund grants, that spread the Word of God's love and salvation 
to people in need, around the world. Thank you for your contributions, 
during the mite collection, July 10/11, which totaled $473.70. To God be 
the Glory! 
 

Mission Moment. Chaplain Scholarships for Medical Mission Trips. This 
$3,000 grant will be used to equip a Medical Mission Team with a Chaplain, 
not only for the potential value of having a pastor in terms of evangelism, 

but also for the spiritual care of volunteers who are often facing the challenges presented by 
culture shock and the impression of poverty, calamity, and disease.  
 

Future Peace Mission Guild Events 

August 9- “Hats off to You”, will be the theme of this month’s Peace Mission Guild Event. Join 
us from 5:30-7:30pm, at Memorial Park Shelter, 1131 Tullar Road in Neenah. 

 

September 13- Return to Monday evening Peace Mission Guild meetings, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. Watch for details. 

 

September 17&18 – LWML South Wisconsin District Fall Retreat. “Jesus is the Light”, will be 
the theme for this event, to be held at Best Western Premier Hotel and Conference Center, 
Oshkosh, WI. For more details, go to lwml-swd.org. 
 

Barb Bergner 8/4 
Anna Lobermeier 8/18 
Barb Kaun  8/21 
Joyce Wolf  8/23 

       Shari Brennan      8/27 

Feeling “Perky”? Sign up to host Coffee. Coffee and fellowship are a great 
way to start your Sunday. Maybe you have a birthday, anniversary or 
special occasion that you would like to celebrate by hosting coffee. Sign up 
on the sheet at the coffee counter. If you are unsure how to use the coffee 
machines in the work room, contact Amanda Sattler, 920-277-3949, or just 
stop in at 7:30 any Sunday and someone will show you. 
 

September 26 is Bible Translator’s Sunday. Millions of people don’t have 
the Bible in a language they understand. We will learn about the importance of putting God’s 
Word in their hands. Watch for more details. 
 

Church Picnic / New Member Welcome. Come out and enjoy 
food, fellowship and fun. Meet and mingle with the new 
members. There will be activities for young, old and in-between. 
“A cheerful heart is good medicine … Proverbs 17:22.  
Watch for details.  

http://lwml-swd.org


6 

 
 

 
GIVING THANKSGIVING Thank you for having celebrated and recognized my 35th anniversary 
in the ministry. There are many thoughts in my mind as I reflect on such a tenure. Most 
importantly is the understanding that it is the Lord’s Spirit that has journeyed with me. I also am 
very thankful for Lynne who has been my support throughout the years. I want to echo words of 
thanks for the prayers and words of encouragement that have been shared with Lynne and me. 
We have received good news, but there are still some issues to be addressed. It is a blessing to 
know that the Lord is with us, and that the family of God serves as such an encouragement.  
Pastor and Lynne 
 

BOASTING IN THE LORD Thank you to all who have offered their time, talent, and treasure for 
the support of the ministry here at Peace. Especially I give thanks for those who have 
volunteered for the Pancake Breakfast and our booth at the Farmers Market in Neenah. May the 
Lord bless you as you, Reach Out, Serve Jesus and Celebrate His Love. 
 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE For some time now new resources have been placed on the wall next 
to the library and further down the hall. Two new series are now available. One is entitled, “A 
Simple Explanation” and the other is, “A Biblical Perspective”. A number of topics are 
explored. I encourage you to take a look and see. Further down the hall are found many booklets 
on a plethora of topics. These are provided by the Lutheran Hour Ministries. Feel free to take as 
many as interest you and share with those who you think may need a word of encouragement.   

VITAL STATISTICS   
Number of Baptized Souls: 459  Number of Confirmed Souls: 382  Number of Families: 234 
 

Transferred out: 
Dale & Hermi Krueger 
Shepherd of the Hills Greenville, WI 
 

Gregg & Sue Schuchhardt 
Prince of Peace Sturgeon Bay, WI 

YEAH OWLS (Younger Especially At Heart Older Wiser Livelier Saints) 
I am planning on brings OWLS back on September 16, 2021. We will again have it on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month with coffee at 11:00am, lunch at 11:30am, and either a speaker or 
games beginning at noon until 1:00pm. Anyone who is available, “day off of work” or retired 
is welcome to attend. The sign-up sheet will be in the Fellowship Hallway 2 weekends prior 
to the OWLS date. It is important to sign up so we know how much food to have on hand and 

there will be sign ups for salads or desserts also. Since it has been a year and a half since our last get 
together, we will just have “socializing” in September. 

 

For the first couple of months especially, I will need “helping hands” since I will be under strict doctor 
restrictions following my surgery. This may include set up, coffee making, clean up, etc.  
Watch for the sign-up sheet beginning Sept. 4th and mark your calendars for September 16 @ 11am. 
Linda McDermott 

Death 
July 10, 2021 
Roger Miller 

SS Teacher meeting is Thursday, August 19th at 6 p.m. 
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How We Steward Our Bodies Helps Us Serve Christ and 
Others 
Many people make New Year’s resolutions to be healthier but 
bettering yourself can be a slippery slope. It’s easy for it to 
become an idol—something you value more than your 
relationship with God. With that being said, many pieces of 
Scripture support being healthy in mind and body. 
 

Paul writes, “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 
Corinthians 10:31). And again, Paul says, “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. 
So, glorify God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:19–20). 
Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit. What we put into our bodies, including food and drink, 
matters. How we take care of our minds matters. When we are physically and mentally healthy, we are 
honoring God with the bodies He has given us. And when we are physically and mentally healthy, we 
can better serve our neighbors. Here are a few ways that being healthy allows you to serve others! 
 

Physical Health 
If you’re physically healthy, you will better be able to serve your neighbor. If you are eating well, you 
will have more energy. That energy can be used to: volunteer to work in the Compassion Garden, play 
with your kids at the park, go on long walks with a friend or your spouse, help a friend move. 
 

Mental Health 
When your mental health is being effectively managed, either on your own or with the help of a 
therapist or medication, you can better serve your neighbors. You’ll have more capacity to care for 
others: taking care of your children, listening to your friends, loving your spouse, working hard at your 
job. In addition, when you are mentally healthy, you will likely find it easier to be physically healthy 
as well! Depression and anxiety can lead to exhaustion and overeating, which can affect your physical 
health over time. 
 

I (We, the Stewardship Board at Peace) pray that as you continue in the year, you reach your goals to 
be physically and mentally healthy so that you can better serve others. These things have no bearing on 
your faith, your relationship with God, or your status as a saved child of God. You are loved by God 
no matter what, and you can honor God by taking care of the body He has given you! 
 
Excerpt from Concordia Publishing House (CPH) Blog by Hannah Hansen, January 22, 2021 

AS SURE AS SUNDAY SCHOOL IS DONE FOR THIS YEAR, WE ARE 
ALREADY BEGINNING OUR PLANNING FOR THIS FALL! 
Have you EVER thought that you might enjoy teaching our children about their 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ? Please consider doing so this fall! Before you 
know it, the sign-up sheet will be posted with all the positions available for the 
2021-2022 Sunday School year. Pick your favorite position, and be sure to 
sign up. You won’t regret that you did! Do you have questions about what may 
be required of you? Please contact our Sunday School Superintendent Betsy 
Ehlert, Pastor Fitch, or Ryan Porter (Chairman of our Bd. of Education). God 

bless you as you consider this most important job of assisting our Peace Families by teaching our 
children about Jesus! 

MOPS is an international organization that exists to encourage, equip, and 
develop every mother to realize her potential as a woman, mother and leader 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Neenah MOPS will be meeting on Tues., 
September 14th from 8:45 to 11 A.M.   
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
Rev. Josiah Fitch 
Associate Pastor 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

FAX 
(920) 725-0625 

 

e-mails  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Web site: 
www.peaceneenah.com 

 

Worship Services 
Sat. 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. 8:00 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. 
 

Bible Study/Sunday School 
9:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 

School Supply Drive for Trinity Menasha  
and  

Hoover Elementary in Neenah 
What's needed? 
• #2 Pencils 

• wide-lined notebooks 

• two-pocket plastic folders 

• dry erase markers 

• washable markers 

• 16-count crayons 

• 12-count color pencils 
• Glue Sticks 
 
Please put donations in the Schoolhouse in the back 
hallway and overflow in the totes labeled for "School 
Supplies." 
 


