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MOVING FORWARD….   
 
 

After much discussion and based on the collective knowledge and wisdom, the 
Board of Elders has established the following plan to move forward, returning to 
that which was enjoyed prior to the pandemic outbreak. 
 

• By Mother's Day Weekend, all hymnals, bibles, and attendance cards will be put back in all the 
pews.  

 
• "Spritzing" will no longer be required after services.  A few bottles will still be available in the 

Narthex if one desires to "spritz" their pew. 
 
• Beginning in June:  Masks will be required for Saturday evening services.  Masks will be 

optional for Sunday morning services.  Social distancing and distribution of Holy Communion will 
continue as has been our practice for the last several months. 

 
• Beginning in July: There will be no changes in the Saturday evening services. "At the Rail" 

communion will be reinstated for the Sunday services, 
 
• Beginning in August:  Masks will be optional in all services. "At the Rail" communion will be 

reinstated for Saturday evening services.  All pews will be available, with no enforced social 
distancing. 

 
• Beginning in September, after Labor Day, the Common Cup will be reinstated. 
 
Please understand that changes can be made if necessity calls for it.  If you have any questions, 
please contact your Elder.  Your Elder is identified in the inner flap of your directory.  Sanitizers and 
masks will be provided throughout the transitioning process. 
 
 

To God be the glory! 
 
Pastor Schroeder 

The 8th Grade Confirmation Ice Cream Social & Prayer Partner revealing is set to 
take place after Confirmation Class on Wednesday, May 12th @ 6:30pm.  This is 
the time when the Confirmands will be able to meet their Prayer Partner, 
Decorate their Stoles for Confirmation Sunday, and have opportunity to walk 
through the Confirmation Rite as they prepare to make their Confirmation Vows 
at the 10:45am service on May 16th! 
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"That WE May Be HIS Own" 

 

Philippians 3:8–12 - 8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered 
the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 

God that depends on faith— 10that I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 

11that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.  12Not that I have already obtained 
this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  

 
The Lord calls each of us in various ways to our vocations, ministries, and services.  This is easily 
seen and understood as hundreds, possibly thousands of people watch the Call services for our 
LCMS Seminaries (Concordia Seminary St. Louis, Concordia Theological Seminary Ft. Wayne) each 
year.  It is a truly interesting feeling watching these soon-to-be pastors walking to the front of the 
Chapel to receive their call documents.  Some of them receiving their Vicarage assignment, soon to 
be joining the ranks of those currently on Vicarage, and those who have already finished their 
assignments. Some of them are finally getting those documents saying that they will be the Under-
Shepherd of a congregation, Pastoring alone, or working in Team ministry with one or more other 
Pastors.  Some called to be Missionaries, and some called to other Synodical work.  Nevertheless, 
those receiving a Call are finally finished with the requirements to become ordained ministers of 
Christ in the LCMS, which is something exciting.  Especially in such trying times!  

 

Looking forward to watching the 2021 Call Service on April 28th, I realized that I am quickly 
approaching the 1-year mark of my Pastoral Ministry here at Peace!!!  There is so very much going 
on in life right now to keep me quite busy, even as we approach the Summer months.  I am very 
much enjoying continuing to get to know and love our blessed family here at Peace, as are my 
wonderful Ashley and bouncing babies Kessidy, Eliana, Benjamin, and Japheth, and that brings me 
so much Joy!  I care about this church and its people a great deal, and my love is growing every day 
that I spend in service here in our Lord's Kingdom with all of you.   

 

And yet, even as exciting as seeing the video feed of those receiving their Divine Calls or my 
continued work among you, what excites me more, is that I will soon be hearing our 8th Grade 
Confirmands making their Confirmation Vows!  That each of these youth has been called by our 
Lord Jesus Christ by name in their Baptism, and now they grasp that Baptismal faith up with their 
own hands!  They have been connected to Christ's cross, death, and resurrection, and God has put 
His own name on them, sealing them, marking them as those who have been redeemed by the 
blood of the lamb.  Where previously vows were made on their behalf by parents and sponsors, 
now they make those vows their own.  

 

Every year that I teach confirmation, I talk with the youth about so much of what God reveals to us 
in His Word and in the world we live in.  One plea that I make with them, though, is one that some 
don't expect.  I ask, plead even, that if they don't believe in Jesus as their Savior, that their Baptism 
saves them, or that He is not present in His Supper, they would not make Confirmation vows at this 
time.  I want them to be sure that when they make the vow in the Confirmation Rite to "remain in 
this confession of faith, even unto death," they would make this vow based on their own 
relationship with Jesus. Not making it for Mom or Dad, Grandma or grandpa, confirmation friends, 
but because this is truly what they believe.   

(Continued on page 3) 
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 As a congregation, we do well to pray for our Pastors, and those among us in any need, and for 
believers all over the world.  Yet we do well to pray fervently for our Confirmands, the next 
generation of our church.  They are part of a world and a culture that is increasingly hostile to 
Christians and the message we have been given to share with others, that others too would know 
Christ and Him Crucified for them.  Think about this, 40+ years ago, you knew where most people 
were on Sunday morning: at church!  Their grandparents had gone to church on Sundays, their 
parents went to church on Sunday, and they taught their children to go to church on Sunday.  But 
something has changed.  Even before Covid-19, we moved from a "Churched" society (Majority 
actively involved in the life of the church) to a "Post-Church" society (where the kids at some point 
decided to stop going to church) and are now moving quickly backward into a "Pre-Church" society.  
A "Pre-Church" society is one similar to the days of the apostles, the days before state/national 
churches, where people are growing up not knowing the church, whose parents may have even 
grown up not knowing the church.  And our youth are surrounded by people just like this!  As such, 
this current status actually puts the U.S. in a position as one of the best places for evangelism and 
the simple sharing of the Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ!   

 

This also helps us to realize that the strategies we have been using for outreach are no longer as 
effective.  We really need to take a step back and reorient to what is going on around us in our 
community and begin reaching out to people the way the apostles and disciples before us did by 
sharing the Good News, building relationships with people, looking for where Jesus is working in 
people's lives, and taking the opportunity to lend a helping hand and share the love of Christ.  No 
matter where we go, Jesus is always at work in people's lives, and we can be sure that He's always 
giving us opportunities to join Him in His wonderful, merciful, redemptive mission.  And the best 
part of all is the fact that HE does all the Hard Stuff, the heavy lifting if you will, and leaves the 
simple stuff to us.  Offering a cool cup of water to someone thirsty, sharing a kind word with the 
barista at Starbucks/Dunkin', offering a helping hand to someone we see fall down, etc.  these are 
simple things that can have a great impact on a person's day, or even their life, especially as we do 
so in sharing the love of Jesus. It's all about Christ and loving people around you wherever He has 
placed you. It's not expecting the church building to attract people, but about each of us being the 
living Church, the hands, the feet, the body of Christ reaching out to others.   

 

Hebrews 12:1–3 - 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 

2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.  3Consider him who endured 

from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 
 

As we start looking forward to the summer, VBS, vacations & events, let us look most of all to Christ 
and where He may be found working in His kingdom here among us, both in our lives and in the 
lives of others.  And as you do, may God bless each of you in your lives and endeavors wherever 
you are.  And please, even as you pray for yourself, your family & friends, our country & leaders, 
and all those you know of that are in any need, pray for our youth, our future pastors, and for the 
message that we as a church share with the world, that the message of the Gospel would go forth 
from us and be received. 
 
Alleluia!  May the peace of the Risen Christ be with you all, 
 
Pastor Josiah J. Fitch 
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CIRCUIT-WIDE ASCENSION DAY SERVICE On Thursday, May 13
th,

 the congregations of our Cir-
cuit will gather to celebrate the Ascension of Our Lord.  The service will take place at 7:00 P.M.  
Peace Lutheran Church, 1228 S. Park Avenue, Neenah, WI; will serve as host.  Pastor Phil Enderle, 
Pastor at Hope, Fond du Lac, will be our guest preacher.  Pastors of our Circuit congregations will 
be participating in the service.   
 
The offering, to be gathered as you enter the sanctuary and to be presented to the Lord as a part of 
the service, will be given to support the ministry of The Rev. Dr. Fungchatou Lo, his wife Dr. Kalia 
Lo, and their adopted son, Mercy, who serve as missionaries.  Here is a brief description concerning 
the nature of their work. 
 

The Rev. Dr. Fungchatou Lo, his wife Dr. Kalia Lo, and their adopted son, Mercy, serve as 
missionaries. Because of COVID, they are back on an extended furlough living in the Twin 
Cities. They were able to leave Chaing Mai, Thailand, just before Christmas 2020.  

       
During the global pandemic and shutdown, Dr. Lo wrote 3 books in the Hmong language to 
use for Biblical teaching and discipleship training. Dr. Lo then contacted Hmong friends in 
Laos and Vietnam to do online teaching with the new resources. Using the internet to send 
the files of his books electronically and using Facebook Messenger, he and others did live 
interactive online teaching. The pastors and church members are very thankful for the helpful 
Bible-based law and Gospel catechetical instruction.  
      
Online teaching has continued in 2021, and more sessions are being planned. Hundreds of 
baptisms and new members have resulted. In 2020 there were 310 baptisms. In the first four 
months of 2021, the pastors and churches have reported over 200 baptisms. COVID cannot 
stop God's Kingdom from expanding.  
 
Your financial gifts and support, along with your prayers, will provide funding for more online 
training. The Hmong believers are hungry for solid Bible-based teaching. Thank you.  

 
Due to continuing concerns, there will not be a Mass Choir.  A small choir of members of Peace will 
provide special music.   
 
In reference to Masks:   Because of continuing concerns, though not mandated, they are highly 
encouraged to be worn.  Social distancing is also in place.  Hand sanitizer and masks for those who 
might not have one and prefer to wear one will be provided as you enter the building. 
 
Come and join fellow brothers and sisters in Christ of our Circuit in celebrating this great event of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and of His Church.  

Treasures in the Trunk event June 12th 8am to 12 noon Each year, the 

Board of Social Ministry sponsors an event called Treasures in the Trunk. 

This is a medical benefit for a member of our congregation. If you are 

aware of someone who may be in need of financial help for medical bills. 

This event takes many hands to be successful. We will need help from the 

congregation, whether you are interested in donating gently used items to sell from your 

trunk, or if you have the talent of directing traffic or shoppers. Please consider this event as 

you do your spring cleaning. Watch for sign-up sheets to help in the main hallway or by the 

fellowship hall. 
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Pancake breakfast: We will not be doing the pancake breakfast 
this year, but there will be something happening Sunday, July 
4th here at the church. Stay tuned and watch for more details in 
upcoming newsletters and bulletin news. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SEMI-ANNUAL VOTERS ASSEMBLY  will be Tuesday, May 25th at  
6:30 p.m. 

May 10 – Peace Mission Guild Spring Fling. “Let Your Light Shine” will be 
the theme for our Special Spring Event, where we will learn just how easy it 
is to “shine” as Christians. Women of Peace are encouraged to join us as 
we “light it up” with entertainment, laughter, and fun. We will enjoy a tasty 
dessert and fellowship, beginning at 6:30 pm, in the specially decorated 
Fellowship hall. Please sign up on the board by the Fellowship Hall, or 
contact Paulette Stecker/ 414-899-6193 or 

Judy Daley/ 414-418-8101. 
 

LWML Mission Mite Collection. Thank you for your heartfelt contributions of $565.50 during 
the April 10-11 LWML Mite Collection.  Your support will continue to ensure that the saving 
message of God’s love for us will continue to be shared in our communities and around the 
world. 
 

Mission Moment.  The Lutheran Heritage Foundation has published Christian literature in 
many different languages for years.  Their recent focus is “Introducing Muslims to the 
Savior.”   The $12,000 grant will fund their efforts to translate and publish Lutheran books in 
the language of people living in Muslim-dominated countries. 
 

July/August Mission Guild Events.  We will not meet in June due to anticipated involvement 
with VBS and Treasures in the Trunk.  However, our July and August gatherings will be 
different than the regular meetings.  Watch for dates and details. 

 

 LuAnn  5-2  

 Sarah   5-3  

 Ashley  5-7 

 Barb   5-8   

 Carolyn  5-11 

 Kris   5-23 
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ELDER PHONE CONTACTS The Elders, in their February meeting, were assigned their groups and given 
the task to call all those in their groups to Introduce themselves and to give encouragement to the 
membership as well as to Check on our member families.    
 
HOSPITAL VISITATION As some area hospitals allow for some visitation; the pastors would remind 
you to please contact the church office if you incur hospitalization.  Hospitals no longer automatically 
call on your behalf unless you request the church to be contacted.  Depending on the hospital and 
its policies, the pastors may be able to come to visit you.   
 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 2021 The Elders, in their March meeting, after some discussion, 
decided that there will not be a midweek Wednesday service this summer.   
 
SUMMER SERMON SERIES Beginning in June, we will launch a series of sermons under the 
overall theme, "Every One His Witness (E1HW)".  The series is n adaptation of the Evangelism 
Training Process of the same title.  The series will cover the whole of the summer with a break to 
celebrate Ministry to the Armed Forces Sunday.  Together we will grow in understanding what it 
means to bear witness and learn skills to do this ministry in our everyday life. 
 
Please Come Join Us, as we will be hosting an OAFC group for a One-Day event here at Peace on 

Saturday, May 28th.  They will meet with youth and adult volunteers present to train us and work 

with us so that each of us will be able to share the faith as we all witness Jesus' love and forgiveness 

in our community and wherever God leads us.  We will have opportunities to enjoy some 

fellowship, discipleship, devotion, and even opportunity for evangelism.  Again, this is good 

training for youth & adults alike, so whether you are 10 or 100, we can come together to share the 

Good News together. 

The Mission of Ongoing Ambassadors For Christ (OAFC) is to: Grow faith within LCMS members 

by sharing the Faith with the unchurched.  OAFC is a Recognized Service Organization of 

the LCMS with over 45 years of evangelism and youth ministry experience. They offer free training 

to youth and adults, which can assist in evangelism and strengthening the faith of our youth.   

We Also Need Some Help!  One of the requirements of hosting an OAFC event is that they require 

us to NOT put them up in a hotel.  They ask that we find volunteers from the congregation to act as 

hosts, allowing 2 or more (up to the host) youth or adults to stay with them overnight (and provide 

them breakfast).  I do not yet know the total number of people that will be coming among us for this 

event, But I will have those numbers by/before the end of the 1st week of May. I expect we will need 

3-5 overnight hosts.  If you are willing to act as host, please contact Pastor Fitch directly via email 

(assocpastor@peaceneenah.com) or Cell (574-540-1083).   

VITAL STATISTICS   
Number of Baptized Souls: 453  Number of Confirmed Souls: 379  Number of Families: 230 
 

 

http://www.lcms.org/
mailto:assocpastor@peaceneenah.com
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Since January, mission dollars from this congregation have 
been sent to Lutherans for Life; Vida, formerly known to us 
as Mother and Unborn Baby Care; Trinity Lutheran Food 
Pantry; Lutheran Bible Translators in support of Amy 
Formella, a daughter of this congregation; the Hmong 
Ministry at Trinity LC in Oshkosh; and Camp LuWiSoMo as 
we Reach Out to the community and the world. All of these 
donations were planned for in the 2021 budget. 

 
Spring weather is moving into this region, and you will see much activity on the property as roof 
repairs begin over the classrooms on the Northside of our education wing. As good stewards, we 
maintain what God has given to the congregation of Peace. In addition to this maintenance, the 
Board of Trustees has determined now is the time to replace the aged and failing boilers one which 
was installed in the 1960s and is working at 60% efficiency, while the other was installed in 1996 
and has been working at 70-80% efficiency. Due to the recent deterioration of the heating 
mechanical parts, the estimated replacement cost will exceed the projection provided in November 
2020. 
 
Heating in Wisconsin winter is not a luxury but rather a necessity, and summer is the time to 
upgrade the heating system. The Stewardship Board and the Board of Trustees encourage you to 
participate in the current Boiler Upgrade campaign. Donation envelopes are located in the middle 
hallway or the Fellowship hallway on the bulletin boards. Prayerfully, with your help, we will complete 
this campaign before Fall, providing the necessary upgrade on this $55,000 project by installing 2 
boilers that will be 95% efficient - all to the glory of God. 

COMPASSION GARDEN 

 
All you gardeners ... The end of May is Compassion 

Garden preparing and planting. 
Our crew is getting older, so we need more old and/or a 
few more young to help. 

Working in the Compassion Garden is not work but more 
of a social gathering with 
good conversation, fellowship, and helping people. 

We need your help please ... call me ... 
 

God's blessings ... Joe  
920-233-3999 
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May Hymn of the Month: "Fruitful Trees, the Spirit's Sowing" 
 

Planting and growing trees is a long-term project.  Anyone that has planted a tree 
knows that it takes several years just for the tree to "take" and plant roots.  If it is 
a fruit tree, it takes a few years to produce fruit, if it produces at all. To be rooted 

in abundant freshwater is a necessary provision for trees, particularly in a hot and drought-
prone land. And for us? "The water I give," said Jesus, "will become in them a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life" (John 4:14). 

 

Jesus used fruitful trees often in his lessons. In John 15, Jesus spoke of his Father as the 
gardener, himself as the vine, and his disciples as the branches. In order to be fruitful, he said, 
pruning is sometimes necessary.  
 

In fact, we see the Holy Spirit working through the words of the New Testament often when 
looking at the analogies used by our Savior. The Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed in Luke 
13. When Jesus spoke about the kingdom of God, He spoke of it bearing fruit, being like a 
good tree.  Most of us have, at some time, planted a tree or a bush.  When we plant a tree or 
bush,  none of us expect it to die or not to bear fruit if it's a fruit tree.  We expect it to live, 
grow and bear fruit.  We expect it to not only survive but flourish. 
 

It is through our faithful life in Christ that we do flourish. The Holy Spirit guides us to our belief 
and understanding of the gospel and grants us the fruits of our Christian life. "But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,  
self-control; against such things, there is no law." (Galatians 5:22-23 ESV) 

BOASTING IN THE LORD 

Thank you to all who offered 

their time, talent and treasure 

enhancing our Lenten Season 

and Easter Sunday services. 

 

 

Altar Guild Meeting on 

Thursday, May 20 at  

6:30 pm   
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Coffee and Fellowship – “Grounds for Growing”.  Coffee after the 8am 

service has been well received.  It is great to see people talking and 

enjoying fellowship again.  Please consider signing up to make coffee, 

with your friends or family.  Another opportunity for you to “reach out 

and serve Jesus”, by serving your family at Peace. You may sign up on the board by 

the Fellowship hall, or contact Amanda  920-277-3949. 

 

Everyday Evangelism.  Evangelism is not a once and done, event or outreach.  To 

be effective and to carry out God’s command, He instructs us, “In the same way, 

let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 

your Father in Heaven.” Matthew 5:16. How often should we “shine”?  Over, and 

over, and over again.  During the next few months, there are many opportunities 

for you to “shine your light” at Peace. “There are two ways of spreading light: to 

be the candle or the mirror that reflects it. (E. Wharton) 

Puppets Return!   

The Puppets are 

anxious to get back on 

stage, to sing praise 

and share the story of 

God’s love for all of us. 

If you are interested in joining this fun 

and rewarding ministry, and are in 5th 

grade or older, we would love to have you 

join us. 

Watch for details in the bulletin for future 

practice and outreach opportunities. 

If you have questions, contact Judy  

414-418-8101. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dana Peace member and local alternative high school 
secretary, accepting an ingathering of food, clothing and 
monetary donations collected by Peace Sr. High Youth 
during Lent of 2021. Sincere thanks to all members of 
our church family who contributed and shared Jesus’s 
love! 
The Sr. High Youth Group 
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At God’s Wonder Lab VBS, your children look into the Bible, God’s 
Holy Word, and discover that Jesus does the impossible, giving us 
eternal life with Him! Jesus shows that He is God with amazing 
miracles. And He shows us that He loves us by using His power to do 
marvelous things on our behalf!  

 

■ At a wedding, we learn Jesus’ miracles are signs that point to His 
power as God. Jesus’ miracle shows that He cares for others.  

 

■ Jesus is Lord of the wind and waves, and He can walk on water. He also reaches out to save 
us from our doubt and sin. He is with us always.  

 

■ Jesus loves all. He gives life and healing to a young girl and a sick woman, both of whom 
may have been ignored by others. Jesus has the power to heal.  
 

■ Jesus died and rose again! He came to His followers to show them that in Him, they have 
life too. Jesus saves us from death.  

 

■ Jesus went back to prepare a place for us in heaven, but He still knows what we are doing. 
He calls us to tell others about Him, and He gives us what we need to share the light of His 
love. 
Come join us as we learn all about God’s Wonder Lab! VBS will be June 7-11, 2021 there is 
more information in the middle hallway at church on the bulletin board.  You will find sign-up 
sheets to help and also registration forms there.  See you at God’s Wonder Lab! 

Coming soon! FATHER’S DAY BULLETIN 

Would you like to pay tribute to a special man in your life in the annual Father’s Day 

Bulletin? Cost is $1 minimum per name. Blue sheets will be in  the bulletins (extras are 

available in the Narthex on the table) along with a provided envelope after Mother’s Day. 

Fill out all information such as “in memory of” or “in honor  of” and simply place the slip 

into the envelope along with your money. Be sure to complete the front of the envelope as 

well, indicating your name, envelope number (if you have one) and the dollar amount. (All 

checks should be made out to Peace.) Then just drop the envelope in the offering or leave it 

on the desk in the office. The deadline to put a name in will be Sunday, June 13th. Proceeds 

from this year’s Father’s Day bulletin will go to support the ministry of Elliot Derricks, a 

Lutheran Bible Translator serving in Cameroon.  

SCRIP – With graduations fast approaching, have you thought about 

giving that new grad a scrip card for gas or one of the other stores? We 

have cards in many different denominations for McDonalds, Culvers, 

Dairy Queen, and Kwik Trip. You can also order cards from our many 

businesses.  

REMEMBER, SCRIP IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE AFTER OUR WORSHIP SERVICES OR IN THE 

CHURCH OFFICE DURING OFFICE HOURS MONDAY THRU FRIDAY.   
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
Rev. Josiah Fitch 
Associate Pastor 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

FAX 
(920) 725-0625 

 

e-mails  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Web site: 
www.peaceneenah.com 

 

Worship Services 
Sat. 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. 8:00 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. 
 

Bible Study/Sunday School 
9:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 

The Church Office will be closed 

 Monday, May 31, 2021 

for Memorial Day. 


