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FIXING MY EYES ON JESUS 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 

2
 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 

pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  

Hebrews 12:1-2 (NIV) 
 

A business slogan of yesteryear has been, The Main Thing is to Keep the Main Thing, the Main 
Thing”. Easier said and done. Since March, this has been a great struggle for me – more than years 
past. There have been so many things happening that it has been hard to keep focused on the Main 
Thing – “Reaching Out, Serving Jesus, Celebrating His Love.”   
 

I have found myself being distracted with so many things – the political climate, the safety of the flock 
entrusted to me, the crying out of our homebound who are in nursing homes, group homes and 
assisted living, etc. I often find myself in a sort of “mental limbo” exhausted by so many things 
coming at me. I have spent more time in withdrawing to meditate seeking mental respite.   
 

The good that has come from this is an even closer walk with Lord in searching His Word, His 
forgiveness, and prayer. As I contemplated the writing of this devotion, I asked for the Lord to guide 
me. There is a part of me that says “nuts with it all” and “fight the good fight of faith.”  
 

The Lord drew me to two passages of His Word (and many more). 
 

The first is the passage above. The Letter to the Hebrews had as its main goal to encourage 
Christians not to abandon the Christian faith due to struggles in their daily lives. In essence, to say to 
them, “Hang in there! The best is yet to come”.   
 

In Hebrews 11 there is quite a litany of “Heroes of Faith,” who, under many trials and tribulations, 
remained faithful even if it seemed impossible. It is this cloud of witnesses that are referred to. The 
exhortation, “Fix your eyes on Jesus,” is the point. He also faced struggles and injustice but 
overcame. His was and is the victory. He now is at the right hand of the throne of God.   
 

The Main Thing is to Keep the Main Thing, the Main Thing. What a word of comfort and 
encouragement to remain “suited up” and do the work of the Lord knowing that it is He that my labors 
must be focused and not be caught up with all the other issues to prevent me from doing His 
Kingdom work. 
 

Having looked to that Scripture, I was reminded of the following account from the Gospel of 
Matthew…  
22 

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. 

23 
And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by 

himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 
24 

but the boat by this time was a long 
way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 

25 
And in the fourth watch of 

the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 
26 

But when the disciples saw him walking on the 
sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 

27 
But immediately Jesus 

spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”  
28 

And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is 
you, command me to come to you on the water.” 

29 
He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat 

and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 
30 

But when he saw the wind,
[d]

 he was afraid, and 
beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 

31 
Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took 

hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
32 

And when they got into the 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A22-33&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23627d
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boat, the wind ceased. 
33 

And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of 
God.” Matthew 14:22-33 (ESV) 
 

What happened to Peter when he took his focus off of Jesus – he began to sink. And yet, what was 
Jesus’ reaction? He rescued him. What was the response of the disciples? Worship of Him Who they 
said, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

Who am I to think that I can do anything apart from focusing on Christ Jesus?  It is no wonder that 
when I look at everything else that I find myself “drowning.” This is not to say those other things aren’t 
important and should be ignored, but I need to keep them in perspective. 
 

What is the old cliché’?  “Let Go and Let God.”  Easier said than done. 
 

Thanks be to God that He invites me to His House! There he takes my burdens and brings health, 
healing, and resolve. There is no other place that I can receive that which is salutary.   
 

I invite you to consider these things for yourself. Is your attention fixed on Christ? Or are other things 
getting in the way? What is preventing you from coming to God’s House? What is interfering with 
your accessing of His Means of Grace? 
 

May the Lord lead you as He has done for me, for the “cloud of witnesses” and for Peter.     
 

To God, be the glory! 
 
Pastor Schroeder 
 

ODDS AND ENDS 
NEW WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR OUR CONGREGATION  As 
you have been made aware of the Board of Elders with Pastors 
Schroeder and Fitch decided to employ a new worship schedule for 
our congregation following Labor Day weekend.  The schedule for 
September through May will be as follows:  Saturday at 5:00 P.M. 

and Sunday at 8:00 A.M. and 10:45 A.M.  Sunday School and Bible class(es) will be on Sunday 
beginning at 9:30 A.M.  This schedule will begin on the weekend of September 12 & 13.  
(Sunday school will be starting later.  Please see the article in this newsletter announcing the start 
update.) This decision was made to possible issues that may arise with COVID-19.  It has not yet 
been determined which of the services may require the wearing of a mask. That decision will be 
decided in the September Elder meeting. 
 
MEN @ PEACE We will resume meeting on Thursday, September 10 at 6:30 P.M. in the fellowship  
hall.  For September, masks will need to be worn.   
 
THE LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR (L.Y.N.) FUND For many years, members of the congregation have  
been helping each other through the LYN Fund.  This Fund was started many years ago as a vehicle  
to facilitate anonymous financial gifts from member to member.  Not even the pastor knows who 
forwarded the gift.  This is an excellent way of helping an individual or family in times of crisis. 
Envelopes with instructions can be found on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hallway.  This has 
been used often throughout the duration since its inception.  If you have any further questions, 
please contact Pastor Schroeder.  

 
PASTORS REGULAR DAYS OFF Beginning this month, the established “Regular 
Day Off” for the pastors are Pastor Schroeder – Monday; Pastor Fitch – Friday.  This 
will allow for full coverage of  
the workweek.     
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A Slightly Different Approach: A Confirmation Newsletter… 
Our God has much to say about the Passover in Exodus 13.  Because He 
spared all the firstborn of the Israelites in the Passover, He expected the 
Israelite fathers to redeem their firstborn.  Here’s what is added in Exodus 
13:14, “And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this 
mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the Lord brought us out of 
Egypt, from the house of slavery.” 

 

The same is true in Deuteronomy 6:20.  Here, as Moses speaks to the 
people about God’s commands, he says, “When your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What 
do the testimonies and the statutes and the judgments mean which the LORD our God commanded 
you?’ then you shall say to your son, ‘We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt; and the LORD brought 
us from Egypt with a mighty hand…’ ‘So the LORD commanded us to observe all these statutes, to 
fear the LORD our God for our good always and for our survival, as it is today.”  It will be the role of 
the fathers to teach the sons the meaning of who God is, what it means to worship Him and live 
according to His Word, and what it means to be His people. 

 

This brings us to one of the most foundational principles of all Christian education: the role of 
teaching falls to the parents.  That’s the pattern we see over and over in God’s Word, and that’s the 
pattern we see in God’s creation.   

 

Here’s the rationale.  We all know that children raised in an abusive home have a greater chance of 
growing up to be abusive.  Why?  Because the parents inherently teach by what they say and do.  
We also know that if a boy is raised in a family where women are treated with disrespect, that boy 
has a high likelihood of treating women the same way.  And if Mom puts up with it, any little girl in 
that family will see her role as “putting up with it.” Why?  Because the parents inherently teach by 
what they say and do. 

 

When I say inherently, what I mean is that the parent’s role as a teacher is a natural result of the 
parent/child relationship. This allows for a great opportunity to be at the forefront of the development 
of your child’s faith.  There is no argument about whether or not the parent is going “to teach” his/
her child.  Another way of saying this is that God made part of our purpose & design as parents 
explicitly (for better or for worse) about us teaching our kids.  Therefore, if you are a parent, you are 
a teacher. 

 

If you think teaching only happens at the schools, then you’d be wrong, and most parents know, if 
you ask any teacher what variable is going to make the biggest impact in their child’s success or 
failure at school, that teacher will tell you that it’s about how involved the parents are.  If education is 
important to the parents, it will be important to the kids.  

 

This brings us to Christian education.  This year we will expect at least (1) parent/guardian to 
accompany their child to 7

th
 & 8

th
-grade confirmation classes.  Why?  Because just as with any other 

activity for our kids, the commitment of the parents is the backbone of any successful Christian 
education endeavor.  And it’s not the backbone because the pastor says so, and it’s not the 
backbone because the church is trying to make it harder on parents.  No, your parental presence in 
confirmation is the backbone of confirmation, because that’s the way God set it up.  It’s part of His 
purpose & design as built into creation.  As the parent, you are the primary teacher of the faith.  In 
fact, when you go back to the Small Catechism, you will find at the beginning of virtually every major 
heading these words: “How the head of family should teach his household…”  We here at Peace are 
committed to helping parents fulfill that role. 

 

I would say that our kids are at a higher risk now of losing their faith in Christ by the time they 
graduate High-School than in any time in history.  If we want to take seriously our God given duties 
as parents, pastors, church members, and church leadership, the 1

st
 thing we need to do is 

acknowledge God as Creator, acknowledge that Christian teaching is part of our vocation (not as a 
matter of choice but as a matter of necessity), and then build a Christian education program 
squarely upon those truths.  Mandatory parental attendance is the 1

st
 step in that process.  Your 

kids will have assignments, homework, and sermon notes, but their confirmation will be dependent 
upon you as parents and your commitment to your child’s faith formation. 
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ADULT BIBLE CLASSES 
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS Classes are being conducted on 
Sundays following worship. We continue with our study of The Acts of 
the Apostles, commonly called Acts. As has been the custom of the 
congregation, this class will not meet on Labor Day weekend. 

 

TUESDAY MORNING MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE CLASS This Bible study will resume on 
Tuesday, September 8.  We meet at Four Seasons on Commercial St. in Neenah at 7:00 A.M. We 
will resume our study of selected Psalms.   
 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS This class will resume on Thursday, September 10. We will  
meet in the fellowship hall at 9:30 A.M.  For September; masks will be required. We will resume our 
study of Hebrews Ch. 11 – The Heroes of Faith. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS This class will resume in October.   

LWML NEWS 
Peace Mission Guild, September 14. “Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a 
tender heart, and a humble mind.” This may be a challenge for us in today’s world. There are many social and 
political issues working to divide people. Join the women of Peace Mission Guild, Monday, September 14, at 
6:30pm, in the Fellowship Hall, as we confront these issues through the study of God’s Word entitled, 
“Working Together”. All materials will be provided, and government recommended social distancing 
behaviors will be observed. 

 

June Convention In gathering. Due to the cancellation of the June LWML Convention, Peace Mission Guild 
will be collecting the Ingathering items. Items for the Concordia Theological Seminary food and clothing co-
op include: diapers, wipes, shampoo, soap and over the counter children’s medicine. Please bring these 
items to the church office or the September 14th meeting. 

 

Fall Rally, October 26th. The Fall Rally will be held at Divine Savior, North Fond du Lac. Watch for more 
details. 

 

Mission Grant “Teach Me Too”. The Lutheran Special Education Ministries provides early intervention 
support of pre school children with learning needs due to autism, hyperactivity, speech, developmental, and 
other unique learning differences. This $100,000 LWML mission grant will fund the Teach Me Too program, in 
Austin, Texas, in order to assist families with scholarships, materials and assessments, and provide teacher 
training.  
 
Mites: July collection was $838! Thank you to all for supporting missions  

 
Paulette Stecker 9/7  Sue Ahlswede  9/27 

We are stewards of our children on behalf of God (both as parents and as a congregation), and God 
desires that all of these children be made members of and remain in His kingdom (Matthew 18:3-6).  
But to be faithful stewards in such an endeavor, we must first affirm and commit to what we already 
know—parents are the first & foremost God given teachers of children. I know most parents aren’t 
used to this approach, but we, as your Pastors & Elders will be there to help, and I guarantee that 
you as parents will grow in your faith and understanding right alongside your children. If you have any 
questions, cares, or concerns, please call me. 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Josiah Fitch 
    Cell: (574) 540-1083 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
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The Plan for Sunday School & Confirmation for the 2020-2021 
Year 

Much confusion and difficulty has been thrown into our lives due to 
the continuing situation with Covid-19. Many schools are still 

deciding on what their plans are for the school year. Our churches have had to 
struggle to do things differently than they have done before, and our families are 
stressed at home due to much education having to be done at home electronically. 
People in general are leaving home for regular events  less than normal. To say that 
tensions are high would be an understatement.  

 

We expect that families will require more time to get settled into this School year, so 
we have decided to postpone beginning Sunday School & Confirmation until the  
Last Week of September. With this in mind, we ARE preparing to have in person 
Sunday School & Confirmation classes, and here’s what that will look like at this 
point:  
Sunday School Kick-Off/Rally-day – September 27th @ 9:15-10:15am  
7th & 8th Gr. Confirmation – Sept. 30th @ 5:00-6:15pm (Conf. Orientation Sept. 19th @ 5pm) 
Most of the Sunday School Classes will continue as they were before Covid-19, but 
one change is a move toward incorporating our 5th Graders into Confirmation with 

the 6th Graders. To do this, we will have a “Pre-Confirmation” class with the 5th & 6th 
Grades on Sunday mornings during Sunday School, and Pastor Fitch will generally 
teach this class. This year that class will focus on an Overview of the Bible that will 
hopefully be engaging and fun. Pastor Fitch will also be teaching the 7th & 8th Grade 
class on Wednesday Evenings.  

 

There is a possibility that we may need to make adjustments during the year to move 
things to a digital platform.  To that end, we are also preparing to utilize electronic 
means to teach Sunday School in a modified capacity. Should that be the case, we will 
let Sunday School & Confirmation parents know ASAP what we need to do to keep 
things (hopefully) running smoothly, and will give information on how to access 
videos, as well as the materials we will use in that event.   

 

If you as a Sunday School/Confirmation Parent have any questions, cares, or 
concerns, please get in touch with Pastor Fitch via: 
Office phone – (920) 725-0510 
Cell - (574) 540-1083 
Email – assocpastor@peaceneenah.com  
 
Let us pray that things will continue to improve, and that we can learn from what has 
been and move forward toward getting back together face-to-face as God’s people, 
blessed through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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 Financial Update - 2020 Year to Date through July   

  Operating Expenses  $                          203,318.65    

  Contributions  $                          215,631.24    

  Difference  $                            12,312.59    

 

In addition to the Contributions received for the Operating Budget above, an additional $13,305.00 was given in 
support of the Narthex project (Foundation for the Future Fund) and another $12,942.24  for other designated 
funds. 

 Endowment Fund Balance:  $                          314,278.64    

Expenses above do not include $7,203.53 for painting of the Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall in 2018. 

Foundation for the Future Fund (Narthex Project) Balance  

   $     10,858.15  

 Old National Bank Checking Account  $           7,241.26  

 LCEF Money Market (Loan Proceeds)  $           3,616.89  

 Money Market includes proceeds from $100,000 Loan.   
     

 LCEF Loan Balance is  $                            64,394.24   

 Monthly Loan Payment is $931.37:    

In 2020:     

 $     1,092.80  was paid as Interest (continuing Expense for the Foundation for the Future Fund) 

 $     5,426.79  was applied to reducing the Loan Principal   

Peace Puppets. As we anticipate the beginning of Sunday School, we look forward to assisting with 
sharing the Good News about the Love of Jesus and our Salvation. Due to social distancing 
restrictions, we may need to conduct messages differently. If you are in 5th grade or older, you are 
able to participate in this ministry. Watch for details in the bulletin or contact Judy Daley, 414-418-
8101. 
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Which of these was not one of the 10 plagues God brought against Egypt to per-
suade Pharaoh to let the Hebrew people go? 
 

A. an abundance of frogs 
B. the Nile River turned to blood 
C. the collapse of the pyramids 
D. thick darkness 
 

Answer: C (See Exodus 7:14–12:32.)  
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
Rev. Josiah Fitch 
Associate Pastor 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

FAX 

(920) 725-0625 

 

e-mail  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Web site: www.peaceneenah.com 
 

Worship Services 

Sat. 5:00 p.m. 

Sun. 8:00 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. 
 
 

 Bible Study 

9:30 a.m.  Sundays  

TIMELESS TREASURES Christmas Bazaar:  Yes, I 
would love to positively say that we will be having a 
bazaar again this year, but with Covid-19, that 
decision will have to be made sometime in the 
September-October time frame. I am still going to be 
hopeful that we can have it, but it may look a little 
different than in the past years. I would like to ask 
all of you to continue working on bazaar items, 
projects, etc. to sell at the bazaar. This is a great 
time to be working on crafts. Also, continue to pray 
for this to come to an end soon. If you have any 
questions, please don't hesitate to call one of the 
bazaar committee members or myself  


