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TIMID OR BOLD? 

 

6 For this reason, I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through 
the laying on of my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love 

and self-control.  II Timothy 1:6-7 
 

These words were written to the young pastor, Timothy, while Paul was imprisoned in Rome. He has 
deep love and concern for Timothy and for the faith that was imparted to him by his grandmother and 
mother. Paul desires that he safeguards what he had received, including in the laying of his hands when 
Timothy was empowered to serve as a preacher of the Gospel. He reminds Timothy to grow and not to 
fear as he goes forth in his ministry. In other words, he is not to be timid, but rather to be bold as he 
proclaims the Gospel.   
 

The time in which Paul writes this exhortation, persecution was afoot.  Paul, already in prison in Rome, 
not house arrest, for the second time, demonstrated before the young pastor the spirit of power, of 
boldness. According to church tradition, Timothy would eventually join Paul in Rome to assist him in his 
ministry. Furthermore, Timothy would eventually be martyred as so is his mentor St. Paul. 
 

This is a significant passage for me as a “not so young” pastor. Serving the Lord constantly calls for 
“fanning into flame,” the faith that I have been called to and the ministry that the Lord has charged me to 
perform. There are times when I have been gripped by fear and wanting to step back, and at times seem 
to get the upper hand, but the Lord’s Spirit has not let me wallow in fear and has told me to suit up and 
become bold in service of Him and His kingdom work. 
 

I would like to suggest to you that we can no longer remain in fear of COVID-19. As I have come to 
resolve for myself, I cannot cower in fear, but still hold a healthy respect for COVID-19. It is a horrible 
disease! We need to “fan into flame” our trust in the Lord and wisely “suit up” and get back to work.   
 

I have no idea what the Fall holds. In October we will, as years past, enter into the cold and flu season. 
COVID-19 will also be a part of our reality. Yet, the Lord’s work must move forward. The Board of Elders 
and the Board of Education will do all that can be possibly done for the safety of God’s people, the 
members of our congregation. 
 

I also have a concern for the children of our parish. It is sad enough that summer after summer, few 
children are in church. Now, and I understand the protective nature of parenting, even fewer children 
are seen in the Lord’s house. (I hope that families did involve themselves in our Virtual VBS ministry that 
was offered.) We teach children not only by word but also by deed. There is a need to teach wise 
practices when scary things come into our lives. Otherwise, I fear that as children grow up, they will not 
be in the Lord’s house. 
 

Dear friends… You may not be a young pastor like Timothy, but the Lord does call us to fear, love, and 
trust in Him above all things. Please consider a spirit of boldness, with power and confidence in the Lord. 
 

Next month there will be much information shared with you as we go into the Fall months and opening 
even more ministry opportunities to assist the process of “fanning into flame” our faith and bold walk 
with the Lord. 
 

To God, be the glory! 
 

Pastor Schroeder 
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                        This is Christ Jesus For You 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in 
all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
“Pray without ceasing.” I struggle with this. A lot. From my earliest memories as a kid, I have 
heard pastors preach, and as a pastor, I have myself preached that the life of a Christian is 
one of spending time in God’s Word and in prayer. I have instructed adults and youth alike, 
written newsletter articles for congregations, and even taught a bible class or two specifically 
on the structure and practice of Devotional time & prayer. I am an avid advocate for family 
and personal devotions. I am armed with good intentions and a veritable plethora of 
resources for just this. And yet, I struggle to maintain a regular and vital life of meditation on 
God’s Word and prayer. I know that prioritizing many other activities, especially leisure, 
over the study of God’s Word is sin, but much like my New Year’s resolutions (and even my 
intent to get my newsletter articles done in a timely manner), my resolve to have well-
structured time for daily devotions soon wanes. The numerous prayer books and devotionals 
sit on my bookshelves, much like silent accusers, witnesses to my failure. And on top of that, 
I know that I am not alone in this among pastors or laypeople.  

 

Oh, how different my days are when I begin with reading scripture, gnawing on it as a dog 
on a bone, meditating on it, and praying. Yet I allow Satan to push/pull me away from my 
good intentions. I know and appreciate the value that regular time in devotion & prayer 
brings to my life as a Christian. Spiritual discipline is of great benefit not just to me, but to my 
family, to those I come across throughout my day, and to my life in Christ. Yet I let the world 
press me for my time through schedules & priorities that I so easily set above being in God’s 
Word. And I know that many of us have the same sense that our Prayer & Devotional life is 
not what it ought to be. 

 

Take comfort knowing that we have Jesus, who sits at our Father’s right hand, advocating for 
us, speaking on our behalf (1 John 2:1-3). Be assured that even when you and I neglect our 
prayers and time in devotion to His Word, the Holy Spirit Himself helps us in our weakness 
and intercedes for us with groans that even our words cannot express  
(Romans 8:26). Where we fail, God’s will is still done. Where we are weak and brought low, 
His strength never fails. Where we confess that we so easily fall into sin, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).   

 

Let us be encouraged by the Word and work of our Lord on our behalf day-by-day. Today, 
our Lord is still present with His people through His Word and Sacraments. Christ speaks to 
us through Holy Scripture. God’s Spirit dwells within us as baptized believers, and He is 
always with us, promising never to leave or forsake us, even when we neglect His Word, 
even when we neglect the Sacraments, even when we neglect Him in our lives. We are 
forgiven and forgiving people for Jesus’ sake, so let us: 
Rejoice in the Lord always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Lord Jesus Christ, attend to us, Your Holy Spirit send to us, With grace to rule us day by day 
And lead us in true wisdom’s way. Amen. 

Pastor Josiah J. Fitch 
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VITAL    STATISTICS   
Number of Baptized Souls: 452 
Number of Confirmed Souls: 380 
Number of Families: 235 
 

 

LWML NEWS 

Mission Grants. “Water and the Word for 
Rural Schools in Kenya.” Every year a 
Nebraska LCMS church sends teams to Kenya 
to install rain gutters and tanks for storage of 
clean water.  They teach the importance of 
personal hygiene, handwashing, and clean 
drinking water. The $80,000 grant will be 
used to continue to extend their ministry of 
Word and Sacrament by expanding their 
ministry of the “clean water project” for 
schools and orphanages. 
  
Bible Study Resource.  During these 
uncertain times, we search for 
encouragement in His Word, possibly from 
the safety of our homes.  There are a variety 
of free bible studies to download.  Go to 
www.lwml.org, scroll down to LWML 
resources, click on Bible Studies. 
  
South Wisconsin Fall Retreat.  “Jesus is the 
Light of the World,” is the theme for the 
event, to be held September 11-12, 2020, at 
the Holiday Inn, Manitowoc. 

  

Barb Bergner 8-4 
Anna Lobermeier 8-18 
Barb Kaun  8-21 
Joyce Wolf  8-23 
 
 

KNITTING Update.  

Due to the virus and summer being half 
over, we will start knitting back up in 

September.  
 

I'm sure we can do it safely with social 
distancing and masks if needed.  
 

Please keep working on your knitting 
projects and visit the cabinet in the 

fellowship hall if you are in need of yarn, 
we have lots of it.  
 

Any questions 
please call me.  
Kris Belongia  

920-233-3999. 

http://www.lwml.org


4 

ODDS AND ENDS 
 

MASKS?  As has been announced, masks are required to be worn in the Wednesday night service.   
The Board of Elders decided this in consultation with the pastor out of the request of members  
who expressed concern.  Indeed, wearing masks is optional for the Saturday evening and Sunday  
morning services.  The guiding principle for wearing masks is Christian love.  As was shared when 
we “opened up” for in-person worship, Christian Freedom bears responsibility.  It is out of Christian 
love  to choose to wear masks or not.  Please let that principle of Christian love guide you in  
wearing a mask.  At this time, masks will be worn by ushers when distributing the service folders in  
the narthex.  Those distributing the sacrament will also be wearing masks. This is on account of  
proximity to those being served. 

 
ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC – CANCELLED Given many variables connected to  
COVID-19 and for the safety of all, our Annual Church Picnic and Outdoor Service is 
canceled for this year.  By God’s  grace, we will plan for one in 2021. 
 

 

 
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS  Classes are being conducted on 
Sundays following worship.  We continue with our study of The Acts of 
the Apostles, commonly called Acts.   
 
 

 
NEW WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR OUR CONGREGATION  The 
Board of Elders with Pastor Schroeder has decided to employ a 
new worship schedule for our congregation following Labor Day  
weekend. The schedule for September through May will be as 
follows: Saturday at 5:00 P.M., Sunday at 8:00 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. 
Sunday School and Bible class(es) will be on Sunday, beginning at 

9:30 A.M. This decision was made to possible issues that may arise with COVID-19 in the Fall. It has 
not yet been determined which of the services may require the wearing of a mask. That decision will 
be decided in the August Elder meeting. 
 
COMING SOON! LIVE STREAMING OF OUR WORSHIP SERVICES  The 
streaming of our Sunday morning worship will begin, barring any technical 
issues, on Sunday, August 2

nd
. The Board of Elders on behalf of the 

congregation purchased a camera and necessary support equipment so that we 
might “live stream” our worship service on Sunday morning. This is to allow 
members (and others) who are at high risk the opportunity for worship. This will 
also afford additional ministries to be “live streamed” if indeed it is necessitated 
in the future.   
 
SPECIAL OFFERING  On Saturday, August 1, Sunday, August 2, and Wednesday, August 5, a 
Special Offering will be gathered to assist Todd and Shelley Thorson in recovering from the fire-
damaged suffered to their home. Please consider supporting this offering. If you are unable to be in 
church, support can be sent to the church office, identifying it as the Todd & Shelley Thorson Relief 
Fund. 
 
HOUSE-WARMING PANTRY SHOWER  Pastor Fitch and family will be taking full possession of 
their house on August 10. As was shared earlier, a Pantry Shower would be held at the time that 
they would be moving into their home. The Pantry Shower will take place on Saturday, August 15, 
Sunday, August 16, and Wednesday, August 19, if you would rather give a gift card(s) and place in 
an envelope. A basket will be available for you to place your gift in.  
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Peace Work Day 
Trustees invite anyone young and young at heart to a 

workday on August 22 @ 9:00-12 pm. Rain date is August 

23 @ 1:00-4pm 

We will be working outside on various tasks. Washing 

windows, trimming bushes, batting down cobwebs, and 

whatever else we may find.  

Current 6 & 7th-grade youth, you will receive service hours, bring your sheet 

along.  

Just show up with your work gloves, a smile, and wanting to serve our church.  

PEACE PUPPETS 
VBS. Thank you to the youth who participated in the puppet song 
presentations that were filmed for the VBS  “Rainforest Explorers.”  
You did an amazing job! Watch the bulletin for future activities. 

TIMELESS TREASURES Christmas Bazaar:  Yes, I would love to 
positively say that we will be having a bazaar again this year, but with 
Covid-19, that decision will have to be made sometime in the September-
October time frame. I am still going to be hopeful that we can have it, but 
it may look a little different than in the past years. I would like to ask all 
of you to continue working on bazaar items, projects, etc. to sell at the 
bazaar. This is a great time to be working on crafts. Also, continue to 
pray for this to come to an end soon. If you have any questions, please 
don't hesitate to call one of the bazaar committee members or myself  
Kris Belongia 920-233-3999. 
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 Financial Update - 2020 Year to Date through June  

      

  Operating Expenses  $                          165,408.88   

  Contributions  $                          180,972.33   

  Difference  $                            15,563.45   

      

 

In addition to the Contributions received for the Operating Budget above, an additional $11,545.00 was 
given in support of the Narthex project (Foundation for the Future Fund)   and another $11,518.24 for 
other designated funds. 

 Endowment Fund Balance:  $                          305,179.43   

      

 

 

 
     

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 Expenses above do not include $7,203.53 for painting of the Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall in 2018. 

 Foundation for the Future Fund (Narthex Project) Balance  

     $    10,412.87  

  Old National Bank Checking Account  $           5,866.26  

  LCEF Money Market (Loan Proceeds)  $           4,546.61  

  Money Market includes proceeds from $100,000 Loan.   

      

  LCEF Loan Balance is  $ 65,189.80   

      

  Monthly Loan Payment is $931.37:    

 In 2020:     

  $        956.99 

 was paid as Interest (continuing Expense for the Foundation for the Future 
Fund) 

  $     4,631.23  was applied to reducing the Loan Principal   
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In John of Patmos’ vision, what is special about the 12 gates of the New Jerusalem? 
A. They are made of gold and always closed. 
B. They are made of amethyst and onyx. 
C. They are closed by day and open by night. 
D. They are made of pearl and never closed. 
 
Answer: D (See Revelation 21:21, 25.) 
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
Rev. Josiah Fitch 
Associate Pastor 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

FAX 

(920) 725-0625 

 

e-mail  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Web site: www.peaceneenah.com 
 

Worship Services 

Sat. 5:00 p.m. 

Sun. 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 Bible Study 

10:30 a.m.  Sundays  
 


