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BE COURAGEOUS 
 

After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua the son of 
Nun, Moses' assistant, 2 "Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this 
Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of 

Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I 
promised to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the 

river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be 
your territory. 5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you 
shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong 

and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded 
you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you 

go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your 

way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 

wherever you go." Joshua 1:1-9 
 

Imagine how this news fell upon Joshua. It must have felt that the whole world was now upon his  
shoulders. He may have thought, "What are You thinking?" 
 

The Israelites, after 40 years in the wilderness, were now where they were 40 years earlier. Forty  
years earlier, they cowered in fear, and God sent them into the wilderness to teach them to trust Him.   
At times during their sojourn, they were disobedient, and God's wrath came upon them. Yet, many  
times over, on account of their trust and obedience, God blessed them, even giving them victory over  
their enemies. As Moses would recount for them, God provided for their every need. Now it was time  
to enter the promised land, their inheritance as was promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
 

Now the awesome task comes to Joshua and God's people. Will they engage trusting in God or  
cower in fear and doubt? Almighty God calls Joshua to lead the people and implores him to  courageous 
action. God will be with him.   
 

We know the rest of the story. Joshua and God's people stepped out in courageous action, and God  
delivered their inheritance to them, keeping His promise. It was, for this reason, He had brought them  
out of Egypt and had prepared them for in their years in the wilderness. 
 

Here we are today… We have been challenged and "in the wilderness" brought upon us by  COVID-19. 
There are still many challenges related to the disease. But now, God has granted us to step out and 
engage once again in daily living and in coming back to His house. We, like Joshua, are  called to 
courageous living, trusting that indeed God is with us. 
 

During the time of our "wilderness journey," many were able to continue working. Now, as things are  
opening up, many are returning back to work following precautions.  Many have also resumed  
traveling and other aspects of their routine. This simply demonstrates courageous living trusting in  
God and being blessed by Him. 

Continued on p. 2 
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Continued from p.1 
 

Many measures and procedures have been put in place to afford "safe" worship. It is time to come  
back to the Lord's House to be served by Him with His Means of Grace. It is time to come back and  
offer our worship to Him for all that He had done in serving us and protecting us during the past few  
months. 
 

I fully realize that it may take some time for all to return, especially those who are of high risk. All I  
can do is invite you to do is to step forward in courageous action.  COVID-19 is not going away, and  
who knows when there will be a vaccine or vaccines available. 
 

I am not God, but I can only trust as He empowered Joshua and His people to step out in what was  
frightening and overwhelming that He can empower us as well. 
 
To God, be the glory! 

 
Pastor Schroeder 
 

 Compassion Garden – 

Pickers Needed 
The garden is thriving and harvesting 
will be upon us before we know it. 

The Board of Social Ministry organizes picking and 
deliver of produce each year and help is needed.  We 
only have three persons on our board and we cannot 
do it all.   
 
Picking in the garden is a great way for our youth to 
get involved and is also a great family activity.  As a 
volunteer you can determine what times are best for 
you to either pick or deliver.  Social Ministry will work 
with you on a schedule. 
 
If you would like to be a part of this wonderful 
outreach, please call Sue Hardwick – 574-7662, or  
Lori Kleinschmidt – 809-3077.    
We will then contact you when we 
are ready to harvest.   

Peace Puppets.  Calling all puppeteers!  We have been asked to 
participate in the Virtual VBS program, July 20-24.  This opportunity is 
open to children 5th grade – 12th grade.  More details to follow, in the 
weekly bulletin.   
If you have questions, call/text Judy Daley, at 414-418-8101. 

TIMELESS TREASURES Christmas Bazaar. 
Yes, I would love to positively say that we 
will be having a bazaar again this year, but 
with Covid-19, that decision will have to 
be made sometime in the September-
October time frame. I am still going to be 
hopeful that we can have it, but it may 
look a little different than in the past 
years. I would like to ask all of you to 
continue working on bazaar items, 
projects, etc. to sell at the bazaar.  
This is a great time to be working on 
crafts. Also, continue to pray for this to 
come to an end soon.  
If you have any questions, please don't 
hesitate to call one of the bazaar 
committee members or me.  
Kris Belongia 920-233-3999 
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VITAL    STATISTICS   
Number of Baptized Souls: 446 
Number of Confirmed Souls: 383 
Number of Families: 235 
 
Death: 
June 20, 2020 
Karen Ruesch memorial service 
 
June 22, 2020 
Tom Sievert funeral service 
 
June 27, 2020 
Don Schmidt funeral service 
 
Confirmation: 
June 7, 2020 
Samuel Quincy Davies      

Elijah Michael Hallman      

Miriam Marcella Hallman    

Keira Jillian Nickel             

Sean Patrick O’Brien         

Claire Margaret Pringnitz    
 

June 21, 2020 

Landon Jack McQuillan    
 

Adult Confirmation 

Debra Brantmeier 
 

Peace Mission Guild 
Mission Grant.  “Touching the Living 
Word”.  The Lutheran Braille Workers have 
been bringing the Gospel to blind and 
visually impaired for 76 years.  Currently, 
these materials are published in 11 
languages and sent to 130 countries.  The 
$100,000 grant money will be used to 
upgrade technology and equipment, to keep 
up with the increasing demands for reaching 
more people with the Good News of 
Salvation. 
 
Peace Mission Guild.  “Strong and Lovely” 
was the theme for our June 15 event at 
Peace.  23 ladies enjoyed an evening of 
laughter, fellowship and encouragement 
from God’s Word.  We are reminded that in 
His sight we are “so beautiful”, and that we 
receive our strength “to survive” from God, 
by staying in His Word”. 
 
South Wisconsin Fall Retreat.  “Jesus is the 
Light”, is this theme for this event, to be held 
September  11-12, 2020, at the Holiday Inn, 
Manitowoc. 

  
 
Eileen Schmidt  7/7 

KNITTING Update.  

Due to the virus and summer being half 
over, we will start knitting back up in 

September.  
 

I'm sure we can do it safely with social 
distancing and masks if needed.  
 

Please keep working on your knitting 
projects and visit the cabinet in the 

fellowship hall if you are in need of yarn, 
we have lots of it.  
 

Any questions 
please call me.  
Kris Belongia  

920-233-3999. 

If  you would like a copy of the Confirmation 

Classes Profession of Faith please either call 

the office at 920-725-0510 or email at 

admin@peaceneenah.com  and we can get 

you a copy. 
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ODDS AND ENDS 
 

WELCOME PASTOR FITCH AND FAMILY!  We welcome Pastor Josiah 
and family to our family here at Peace. His wife's name is Ashley, and 
their three children are Kessidy, Eliana, and Benjamin.  Their fourth child, 
yet to be named, will be born around July 12. When they finally are settled 
in their new home, a Pantry Shower will be organized. Pastor Fitch will 

share in many of the regular pastoral duties and will also be responsible for advising and working with 
the Boards of Education and Evangelism. May the Lord richly bless Pastor Fitch's ministry with us as we 
"Reach Out, Serve Jesus and Celebrate His Love." 
 

BOASTING IN THE LORD – A WORD OF THANKSGIVING There are so many things to give  
thanks for and boast in the Lord. So, let it suffice that I say thank you to all who have assisted 
in worship during our "time away" from the House of the Lord, preparing for the return to "in 
person" worship, the Compassion Garden, the caring for our homebound and elderly, and so 
on. Without the sharing of Time and Talent, we would not have been able to function. Praise 

God from Whom allblessings flow! 
 

If that is not enough to celebrate, your faithfulness in financially supporting the mission and ministry of  
our congregation has afforded the continuing of the work that God has called for us to do. Further-  
more, you responded generously with your special gifts in support of the "Stimulus Thank Offering.  
Reported to the Stewardship Board in their June meeting was the following breakdown of the Thank  
Offering:  
$4085 – General Fund,  
$1905 – Foundations of the Future,  
$2225 – Food Pantry, 
$835 – Compassionate Hearts.  
Praise God from Whom aa blessings flow! 
 
CELEBRATING THE MINISTRY TO THE ARMED FORCES On Sunday, July 5 and Wednesday,  
July 8, we will be celebrating the Ministry to the Armed Forces. This is a branch of the ministry of the  
LCMS. We will recognize the freedoms that God has blessed us with in this nation, our veterans, and  
those who are currently serving in the Armed Forces, members, and those connected to our  
congregation. This service will feature patriotic hymns and songs.  
 
MASKS? As has been announced, masks are required to be worn in the Wednesday night service.   
This was decided by the Board of Elders in consultation with the pastor out of the request of members  
who expressed concern. Indeed, wearing masks is optional for the Saturday evening and Sunday  
morning services.  The guiding principle for wearing masks is Christian love. As was shared when we  
"opened up" for in-person worship, Christian Freedom bears responsibility. It is out of Christian love  
that to choose to wear masks or not. Please let that principle of Christian love guide you in  
wearing a mask. At this time, masks will be worn by ushers when distributing the service folders in  
the narthex. Those distributing the sacrament will also be wearing masks. This is on account of  
close proximity to those being served. 
 
THERE WILL BE NO WORSHIP SERVICES ON SATURDAY, JULY 4TH. Since the Fourth of July  
falls on Saturday, and has been the custom of the congregation in years past, there will be no 
worship on Saturday, July 4th. 
 
 

Continued on p. 5 
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Continued from p. 4 

 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST IN THE PARK – CANCELED as Community Fest in Neenah has been  
canceled this year, there will not be Pancake Breakfast in the park. We have been invited to come  
back next year. 
 
ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC – CANCELLED Given many variables connected to COVID-19 
and for the safety of all, our Annual Church Picnic and Outdoor Service is canceled for 
this year. By God's grace, we will plan for one in 2021. 
 

 
ALTAR GUILD MEETING Altar Guild will meet on Thursday, July 16, at 6:30 P.M. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS Thursday Morning Bible Class has been canceled for the  
summer months.  We will resume in September by God's grace. 
 
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS Classes are being conducted on Sundays following worship.   
We continue with our study of The Acts of the Apostles, commonly called Acts.   
 
TUESDAY MORNING MEN'S BIBLE CLASS For the balance of the summer this class will be  
suspended to resume in September. 
 

NEW WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR OUR CONGREGATION The Board 
of Elders with Pastor  Schroeder have decided to employ a new 
worship schedule for our congregation following Labor Day  
weekend.  The schedule for September through May will be as 
follows:  Saturday at 5:00 P.M. and  Sunday at 8:00 A.M. and 10:45 
A.M.  Sunday School and Bible class(es) will be on Sunday, beginning 

at 9:30 A.M.  This decision was made to possible issues that may arise with COVID-19 in the Fall. It has 
not yet been determined which of the services may require the wearing of a mask. That decision will be 
decided in the August Elder meeting. 
 

COMING SOON! LIVE STREAMING OF OUR WORSHIP SERVICES The Board of 
Elders on behalf of the congregation have purchased a camera and necessary 
support equipment so that we might "live stream" our worship service on 
Sunday morning.  Technical effort and training will be taking place soon. This is 
to allow members (and others) who are at high risk the opportunity for 
worship. This will also afford additional ministries to be "live streamed" if 
indeed it is necessitated in the future. It will be announced to the congregation 
when and how this will be available to the membership. 
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Financial Update - 2020 Year to Date through May 31   

 Operating Expenses  $                          135,839.13    

 Contributions  $                          156,650.42    

 Difference  $                            20,811.29    

      

In addition to the Contributions received for the Operating Budget above,  an additional $10,105 was given 
in support of the Narthex project (Foundation for the Future Fund) and another $10,214.14 for other  
designated funds. 

Endowment Fund Balance:  $                          301,364.28    

Expenses above do not include $7,203.53 for painting of the Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall in 2018. 

Foundation for the Future Fund (Narthex Project) Balance 
  

 Old National Bank Checking Account   

 LCEF Money Market (Loan Proceeds)   

 Money Market includes proceeds from $100,000 Loan.   

     

 LCEF Loan Balance is  $                            75,962.91   

     

 Monthly Loan Payment is $931.37:    

In 2020:     

 $        798.73  was paid as Interest (continuing Expense for the Foundation for the Future Fund) 

 $     3,858.12  was applied to reducing the Loan Principal   
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What seemingly small act did Jesus specifically say would be rewarded?  
A. Giving a child a toy  
B. Giving a lost traveler directions  
C. Giving someone a cup of cold water  
D. Giving a sad person a hug  
Answer: C (See Matthew 10:42.)  
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
Rev. Josiah Fitch 
Associate Pastor 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

FAX 

(920) 725-0625 

 

e-mail  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

assocpastor@peaceneenah.com 
 

Web site: www.peaceneenah.com 
 

Worship Services 

Sat. 5:00 p.m. 

Sun. 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 Bible Study 

10:30 a.m.  Sundays  
 

The church  

office will be closed  

Friday, July 3rd. 
  


