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INTENTIONAL, SERVANTHOOD, UNITY 
 

As was shared in last month’s Newsletter, annually, I establish for myself goals to 
accomplish.  As I consider 2020, I have chosen the themes, Intentional, 
Servanthood, and Unity.     
 

We begin this month with an exploration of the theme, “Intentional.”  As shared last 
month, as I Consider decisions and or processes during this year; I would want them 

to support in a directmanner our Mission Statement of “Reaching Out, Serving Jesus, 
Celebrating His Love.”   

 

Consider if you would the following passage from Luke 4:42-44…. 
 
42 

And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him and 
came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them, 

43 
but he said to them, “I must preach the 

good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” 
44 

And he 
was preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 
 

Throughout Jesus’ ministry, there were many attempts by those He ministered to, to keep Him close  
to them.  What a temptation.  Jesus had “groupies” that would have been satisfied to keep Him for  
themselves.  What more would one need?  What a stroke of good fortune. 
 

However, Jesus was intentional concerning His ministry.  He knew the purpose for which He was sent  
– and that was not just for a chosen few.  No personality cult for Him!  He remained focus and  
journeyed to complete the purpose for which He was sent.   
 

This would lead Him eventually to the cross where He would bring glory to His father, fulfilling the Will  
of His Father for Him.  In this way, Jesus’ obedience would reconcile the world to the Father, and all  
who would believe would have eternal life. 
 

As I consider the work of our congregation, our Mission, I take seriously what we as a congregation  
have purposed to do.  Though there are many temptations to “step back,” this cannot happen.  So as I 
consider what I am to accomplish, I keep our Mission in mind.  This is offered up to the glory of God.   
There is no sitting back basking in laurels or successes but rather, to press onward. 
 

Next month I will continue exploring the theme, “Intentional.” 
 

To God, be the glory!! 
 

Pastor Ricky P. Schroeder 

 

ATTENTION!  ATTENTION!! SATURDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY WILL NOT MEET IN 
MARCH. 
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Rainforest VBS will be our new adventure on July 20th - 24th, 2020.  
Watch for additional ways you can join with us to create children’s’ 
smiles while sharing Jesus to help grow child-like faith within. We will 
have preliminary volunteer meetings in the early spring.  

This February has flown by quickly! We have been busy in Sunday School learning, 
growing, and sharing God’s Word.  I want to highlight the kids and their singing this 
month. They have shown dedication in preparing to sing in Church, as well as singing 
their praises during Sunday School. Hearing the children’s voices and joy coming from 

the fellowship hall, when Sunday School starts every week, has become one of my favorite things.  
Sunday School continues as regularly scheduled on Sunday mornings from 10:30-11:30. If your child is 

3 and up, please come and join us! If your child is almost 3 and you would like to “preview” the Sunday School 
program, come by the N-K classroom in the back hallway. As always, I would love to have you visit!  
 I also wanted to take this opportunity to let you know that I am now the Sunday School Superinten-
dent. If any families, parents, or children have any questions, please let me know. I am excited to start this 
new adventure God has planned for me and look forward to growing my faith alongside the children and 
youth.  

Last but not least, Sunday School Families, keep an eye out for information regarding a special Sunday 
school, Sock Hop, coming up in March! We will be having a PARTY FOR THE LIGHT!!  

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life.  John 8:12        
       In His Light,  
                                                                                             Betsy Ehlert , PLC Sunday School Superintendent  

"Attention Kings Puppeteers!   The show must go on!  That is, showing and telling 
others about the amazing Love of Jesus.  Please remember these dates:  Sunday, 
March 15, practice at 11:30 am.  Sunday, March 22 at 9:00 am, message for Children 
in church service." 

HELP FOR THE HOMELESS Hygiene Drive 

Feb. 17 to March 10 

For Area Crisis Shelters Programs for Those ‘At Risk’ 

The Family’s ‘Help for the Homeless’ hygiene drive works with area homeless coalitions to stock the 

shelves of homeless and crisis programs in Wisconsin communities in our listening areas. The goal 

of Help for the Homeless is to supply a year’s worth of product to each agency (In many cases, this 

is happening!). Donations remain in the communities where they are collected. 

•Soaps: Laundry, Dish, Bar, Soft, Shower Gel, Shampoo 

•Diapers (sizes 3-6 and Pull-Ups) 

•Deodorant (unscented) 

•Wet Wipes for babies 

•Toilet Paper, Paper Towels 

•Toothbrushes & Toothpaste 

•Disposable Razors 

•Tampons and pads (pads for young teens) 

A collection box for your donations is in our Narthex by the coat racks.  

Any help you can offer will be greatly appreciated!! 



3 

Acolyte Reminder: Remember that if you acolyte on a Sunday, during Lent you are also scheduled 

to acolyte at the following Wednesday Lenten service. If you are unable to do so, please arrange for 

someone to sub for you.  Thank you. 

Financial Update - 2020 Year to Date through January 31  

 Operating Expenses  $                           33,990.49   

 Contributions  $                           26,669.36   

 Difference  $                           (7,321.13)   
In addition to the Contributions received for the Operating Budget above,  an additional $655 was given in support 
of the Narthex project (Foundation for the Future Fund) and another $1,574.87 for other designated funds. 

Endowment Fund Balance:  $                         316,569.77   

Expenses above do not include $7,203.53 for painting of the Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall in 2018. 

Foundation for the Future Fund (Narthex Project) Balance  

    $    12,434.68  

 Old National Bank Checking Account  $           9,751.26  

 LCEF Money Market (Loan Proceeds)  $           2,683.42  

 Money Market includes proceeds from $100,000 Loan.   
     

 LCEF Loan Balance is  $                           79,039.32   

     

Monthly Loan Payment is $931.37:    

In 2020:     

 $        149.66 was paid as Interest    

 $        781.71 was applied to reducing the Loan Principal   
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YEAH! The OWLS have landed and we're having a HOOT!!! 
 
YEAH OWLS 

 

Y(young) E(especially) A(at) H(heart)  

 

O(older) W(wiser) L(livelier) S(saints). 
 

Our next get together is Thursday, March 19, 2020.  

Coffee fellowship begins at 11:00 AM with lunch served promptly at 11:30 AM. At 

noon we will have our program. This month we will be doing a service project. One 

of our newer members, Hermi Krueger, is a photographer. She will have many 

photos for us to use for making note cards. These cards will then be used by our 

Social Ministry Board to send well wishes to our shut-ins. This is a very easy project. 

It only requires gluing a photo to the front of a note card. All supplies will be 

provided. We will then have an abbreviated game day to follow. Signup sheets will 

be in the Fellowship Hallway  2 weeks prior to the March 19
th
 meeting. Make sure to 

sign up. We want to see you there, and you can even bring a friend. 
 

Also, please note that usually, our “OWLS” day is the third Thursday of the month, 

however in May, it will be May 14 (the second Thursday) as the third Thursday is 

also Ascension and our church is hosting the Ascension Service this year with 

multiple choirs.  

ODDS AND ENDS 
 

SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING: CALL MEETING A Special Voters Meeting will take place on 
Sunday, March 8, at 1:00 P.M.  The purpose of the meeting is to Call an Associate Pastor. The Call 
Committee has prepared a slate of two candidates for the consideration of the Voters Assembly.  
The two candidates are Rev. Josiah Fitch and Rev. Brett Hartwig.  Information concerning these 
candidates can be reviewed in the Church Office during regular business hours beginning Monday, 
February 24, up until the day of the Call Meeting.  Following the protocol of the LCMS, no copies can 
be made or taken out of the church office.  This is to protect the candidate’s personal information. 
The Call Committee will present the candidates at the Call Meeting.  You must be in attendance in 
order to vote. 
 
ATTENTION!!  IMPORTANT INFORMATION CONCERNING YOUTH CONFIRMATION:  If school 
is canceled in the Neenah School District on a Wednesday, there will be no Confirmation classes.  If 
the weather is a problem, parents will be contacted if the class is to be canceled.  Finally, if at any 
time you do not feel safe due to road conditions, please contact the church office and leave a 
message for Pastor Schroeder.  
 
THE LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR (L.Y.N.) FUND For several years, members of the congregation 
have been helping each other through the LYN Fund.  This Fund was started many years ago as a 
vehicle to facilitate anonymous financial gifts from member to member.  Not even the pastor knows 
who forwarded the gift.  This is an excellent way of helping an individual or family in times of crisis.   
Envelopes with instructions can be found in the “Tract Rack” in the hallway leading to the library.  
This has been used often throughout the duration since its inception.  If you have any further 
questions, please contact Pastor Schroeder.  
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COFFEE SERVERS AND GREETERS ARE NEEDED! Check out the sign-up 
sheets on the bulletin board in the Fellowship hallway. Pick a date and sign-up to 
help today. Please try to fill in the dates from top down so we won’t be without 
either. Also in need of people to greet on Saturday evening. 

VITAL STATISTICS:  
Number of Baptized Souls: 447;  
Number of Confirmed Souls: 377;  
Number of Families: 228 
 
Transferred In:  
Tim Foster 
St. Peters Church 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO REMEMBER THE TRINITY FOOD PANTRY in Menasha!  
Peace continues to support the Food Pantry...you may help by bringing your 
donations in and placing them by the north entry door on the rack or in the 

baskets. We will then be sure that it is delivered to the Food Pantry. 

March Knitting Dates: 

Tues. March 3 - 9:30 a.m. 

Mon. March 30 - 9:30 a.m. 

Don’t know how to knit? Join 

us and we’ll teach you. 

Anyone interested is invited 

to join us as we knit.   

Flower Chart: The 2020 flower chart 

is up on the bulletin 

board in the 

Fellowship hallway. 

TIMBER RATTLERS GAME AT FOX CITIES STADIUM  

We had so much fun last year.. let’s do it again!  

 Friday, Aug. 21st:  7:05 p.m. Start time, we have all 72 tickets for 

the party deck. 

 TICKETS $35/EA that includes BBQ Pork Ribs, Southern Grilled 

Chicken Breast, Creamy Mac and Cheese, Buttered Kernel Corn, 

Uncle Ray’s Potato Chips, Homemade Coleslaw, Watermelon Slices, Assorted 

Dessert Tray. 

 2 DRINKS AND GAME TICKET. FOOD FROM THE START OF GAME TO 7TH 

INNING. 

SEE ROB ERTL OR CALL 920-840-5200, SIGN-UP FAMILY AND FRIENDS on the 

sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hallway.  Make checks payable to Rob Ertl  

NEW ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?  

HAVE YOU RECENTLY MOVED (OR ARE YOU 

PLANNING ON MOVING) OR HAVE YOU 

CHANGED YOUR PHONE NUMBER OR GONE 

“CELLULAR”? Please let the church office 

know so we can keep our information current. 

MOPS is an international organization that exists to encourage, equip, 
and develop every mother to realize her potential as a woman, 
mother and leader in the name of Jesus Christ. Neenah MOPS will be 

meeting on  Tues., Mar. 10th from 8:45 to 11 A.M.   
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Mission Guild and Events 
Saturday, March 7th: Retreat at Peace Lutheran entitled “What a friend.”  

Monday, March 9th: Peace Mission Guild monthly gathering at 6:30 p.m. Kris Belongia will 

lead us in the Bible Study, “Making Lent an Opportunity.” 

Saturday, March 14th: “A Multi-Cultural Event for Women of Southern Wisconsin” The program will take 

place at Immanuel Lutheran, 13445 Hampton Rd., Brookfield.  Activities will go from 9 to 3 with the program 

beginning at 11:00 a.m. 

Saturday & Sunday, April 4th & 5th: Mite Collection for Missions 

Saturday, April 25th: Spring Rally at Trinity, Oshkosh, from 9:00 to noon. 
 

Mission Mites at Work 

Lights for Christ Scholarships in Guatemala   This program provides education, food, clothing, and medical 

care for 12 families who would normally be forced to live and scavenger in the Guatemala garbage dumps. 

This $75,000 grant will assist with scholarships for children to attend Divine Savior Lutheran School and learn 

of the saving gospel of Christ. 

  
  Donna Hoelzel  3-27 

Peace Book Club will meet at Shellates on March 14, at 10 a.m. We are reading “Peace 
Like a River” by Leif Enger. There are two extra copies in the church library in the green 
and black bag. Please write your name on the sheet in the bag, next to the barcode of 
the book you check out. Call Susan Ahlswede if you have questions.  
920-427-2908 

BEING IN THE WORD OF GOD  It is good to be in the Word of God in 
order to be enlightened, equipped, and encouraged.  The strength of a 
Christian is founded on the Word of God. This is also the strength of the 
congregation. At Peace, we have a number of opportunities to get into the 
Word of God. Besides various small group Bible studies in the home, the 

following opportunities are offered: 
 

• Sunday Morning: Currently, we are studying the Acts of the Apostles. 
• Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study: We meet at Four Seasons in Neenah at 7:00 A.M.   
      Being studied is, Blessed Is the Man: A Man’s Journey Through the Psalms: Psalms of Praise. 
• Thursday Mornings: This class meets at 9:30 A.M.   
      Being studied is Hebrews 11: Heroes of Faith 
• Saturday Mornings: This class meets at 8:30 A.M. on the 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Saturdays of the month.   

      Being studied is The Augsburg Confession.    
 
Other offerings are:  

• Men @ Peace which meets at 6:30 P.M. on the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Thursdays of the month, studies  

      Various topics are intended to help the men of the congregation.  

• Women’s Bible Studies are offered periodically and are announced as they are scheduled.  
 
Consider attending one or more of these so that you might grow in relationship with the Lord and  
fellow believers. 
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STEWARDSHIP SERIES 2020 
“DISCOVER THE JOY IN SHARING GOD’S BLESSINGS” 

This year’s annual stewardship emphasis is titled: “Discover the Joy in Sharing God’s Blessings.” In 
this three-week emphasis, we will discover the joy that we as God’s people can experience as we 
share the Gospel, as we faithfully use our time and talents to serve God by serving others, and as 
we give our money generously. 
 

In the ESV Bible translation, the word “joy” or “rejoice” is used 57 times.  As Christians, joy ought to 
be a characteristic of our lives. The Lutheran Study Bible notes, “Joy is not the ephemeral happiness 
that worldly pleasures bring, but the deep and abiding joy of being loved by God through Jesus 
Christ. It is an emotional appreciation for the good things received. A result of God’s grace toward 
believers.” In this definition, we understand that joy is not based on circumstances. It is more than 
happiness that we can experience from positive situations and activities in life. Joy comes from 
recognizing that God is in control and that He loves us, even when we don’t feel happy. When we 
look at what God has done for us, we respond with gratitude and joy. 
 

Joy is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). Each of the nine different fruit that are identified in 
the book of Galatians is given to us by God’s grace. Joy is a grace bestowed on us by God. 
Someone once said, “The fullness of joy is to behold God in everything.” Jesus tells us, “These 
things I have spoken to you, that My joy be in you, and that your joy may be full” (John 15:11). When 
we abide in Jesus, we will have the fullness of His joy. 
 

By God’s grace, joy is part of our lives. Knowing who we are and Whose we are, we are empowered 
to live lives filled with joy. When we abide in Jesus and live in obedience to Him, our joy is made 
complete. God’s Word directs us to use our time, talents, and money in ways that help others and 
extend His kingdom. When we use our blessings in obedience to God’s will, we will experience even 
more joy. This emphasis offers the following weekly themes: 
 

“Jesus Is our Joy and Strength” (March 7 & 8) 
“Discover the Joy in Serving” (March 14 & 15) 
“Discover the Joy in Giving” (March 21 & 22) 

 

God will equip us to use our blessings in ways that give Him honor. God fills our hearts with love for 
Him and His Church, so we are energized to share our blessings with others. 

MIDWEEK LENTEN 2020 Beginning with Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, February 26
th
 we 

embarked on our Midweek Lenten Series under the overall theme, “Eyes on Jesus”. The series will  
culminate on Easter Sunday. From the series brochure: “When the people in the Passion narrative  
look at Jesus, what do they see? Follow the Gospel of Mark through the resurrection story with the  
viewpoints from those around Jesus. Who misunderstood Him? Who recognized Him as Son of  
God?” The schedule of services can be found below. 
 

MIDWEEK LENTEN, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES 2020 
OVERALL THEME: “EYES ON JESUS” 

Join us for the Lenten meal at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 

MIDWEEK LENT 2: Wednesday March 4 at 7:00 P.M. THEME: “Betraying Eyes” 
MIDWEEK LENT 3 Wednesday, March 11 at 7:00 P.M. THEME: “Sleepy Eyes” 
MIDWEEK LENT 4 Wednesday, March 18 at 7:00 P.M. THEME: “Denying Eyes” 
MIDWEEK LENT 5 Wednesday, March 25 at 7:00 P.M. THEME: “Murderous Eyes”     
MIDWEEK LENT 6 Wednesday, April 1 at 7:00 P.M. THEME: “Worldly Eyes” 
MAUNDY THURSDAY Thursday, April 9 at 7:00 P.M. THEME: “More Than Meets the Eye” 
GOOD FRIDAY Friday, April 10 at 7:30 P.M.  THEME: “God’s Eyes” 

 

EASTER SATURDAY – NO WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

EASTER SUNDAY – SUNRISE Sunday, April 12 at 6:30 A.M. THEME: “Resting Eyes” 
 

 EASTER BREAKFAST & EGG HUNT FOLLOWING SUNRISE SERVICE  
 

EASTER SUNDAY – FESTIVAL Sunday, April 12 at 9:00 A.M. THEME: “Angel Eyes” 
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

FAX 

(920) 725-0625 

 

e-mail: pastor@peaceneenah.com 

Web site: www.peaceneenah.com 
 

Worship Services 
 

Sat. 5:00 p.m. 

Sun. 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 Bible Study 

10:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 

IMPORTANT  REMINDER  

 MARCH Sunday, March 8 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME to begin. Be sure 

to set your clock ahead an hour before you 

retire on Saturday night, March 7th! 


