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PEACE BE WITH YOU 
 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  John 20:19-20 
 

Has the cheese slipped off the cracker? Is Pastor okay? What in the world?? An Easter passage in  
January??? Indeed! The cheese has not slipped off the cracker and Pastor is okay. The choice of the 
text is intentional. 
 

Imagine the emotions of the disciples who at the time were locked up behind closed doors. What a  
week! First the glorious triumphant entrance into the city of Jerusalem. What joy that must have 
stirred in their hearts. But as the week went on, things got worse.  
 

The worst of it? The one who was so gladly welcomed like royalty, ended up being arrested, after 
being betrayed by one of His own; was the victim of a “kangaroo court” and ultimately ended up 
being put to death under a charge that read – “King of the Jews”.  
 

And if that was not enough, many of their own were claiming on that very Sunday, that Jesus was 
resurrected. What in the world? Has all gone mad? 
 

In this confusion, Jesus on His resurrected glorified body stands before them and says, “Peace be  
with you.” Indeed, gladness comes about them. Peace was theirs.  
 

“Peace be with you.” This Greeting is offered up when we come into the Lord’s house to worship.  
Maybe our week was not like that of the disciples, but nevertheless, could have been extremely  
unnerving and perplexing. Peace is desired. Peace is declared. 
 

“Peace be with you.” This is inferred when we hear the words, “Your sins are forgiven you.” The 
temptations and sins that we experienced in the week are just as unnerving, just as perplexing.  
Now, the weight of guilt over confessed sin has been lifted and all is again reconciled because of  
Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross. 
 

“Peace be with you.” This is the message that we carry with us not only for our sakes but also for the 
sake of others. We encourage one another in the week that follows. We even share it with those who 
may not know Jesus. All to come back at the beginning of the next week. And what are we  
greeted with? “peace be with you.” 
 

Jesus is the Prince of Peace. On account of Him, we are at peace with the heavenly Father. We are  
His dear children. His peace empowers us to serve Him.  
 

Just as the disciples rejoiced and were glad to see Jesus, so we also are filled with gladness  
experiencing His very peace. 
 

To God be the glory!! 

 

 

Pastor Ricky P. Schroeder 
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Attention All Senior High Youth! Happy New Year! A brand new year is about to 

begin, so your youth leaders would like to invite ALL of you to come to youth 

group. 
 

New Study to Begin!  

Also…...bring your ideas for fellowship opportunities when we meet again on January 5th. Do you 

want to go skiing or snow tubing or is sledding more your style?  How about a servant event? Maybe 

help serve a meal at the Warming Shelter?  What do you want to do...here is your chance to let us 

know!  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL will resume on Sunday, January 5th, 2020 at 10:30 A.M. 

Note: All children are invited to attend Sunday School once they turn 3 yrs. of age. 

See you there! 

“BEHOLD THE CHILD” 
 

In the beginning was the WORD, and the WORD was God. 
The WORD became flesh and made HIS dwelling among us. 

      John 1:1 & 14 
 

“Behold the Child” will be the theme for this year’s Children’s Worship Service on Christmas Eve at 

4:00 pm. Many of our Sunday school children and youth will participate in this special service that 

tells the Christmas story in verse and song. They will tell everyone about Jesus. This baby, born in 

Bethlehem, who was sent by God to fulfill the promise made at the Fall of creation, to redeem lost 

sinners, namely all people.  

 Behold the Child, Jesus. He is our Eternal Gift,  

             our Saving Gift, 

             our Undeserved Gift,  

             our Gift of Love and Joy  

            our Gift to Share!  

As in the past, a live Nativity will be displayed with one of the youngest members of Peace as the 

Baby Jesus. This year Baby Jesus will be portrayed by Logan Vanden Bloomer. Logan’s parents, 

Tyler and Caitlin Vanden Bloomer will portray Mary and Joseph.  
 

We thank God for this special opportunity to once again look inside the Bethlehem stable to “Behold 

the Child” God’s gift of a Savior, Jesus Christ. We are truly blessed to be able to share this message 

with everyone who comes to worship with us that evening! 

 

To God Be All The Glory! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF MEETING [Note that this is the 3rd Thursday of the month] 

Thursday, January 16th at 7:00 P.M. 

A Bible study led by Pastor Schroeder will take place with planning for upcoming Sunday School 

activities. ALL the staff is encouraged to attend!  

 

Sunday School Christmas Giving: Over 29 large packages of socks and underwear and 

miscellaneous items were taken to the Boys and Girls Brigade for needy children in Neenah and the 

Fox Valley. Thank you to everyone who donated items for this worthy cause. There is always 

such a need for these basic items. God Bless you! 
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Kings Puppeteers/Peace Puppets.   
Thank you. The Peace Puppets ministry during "The Very Neenah 
Christmas", was a huge success. The "Bethlehem Rhapsody" touched the 
hearts of nearly 300 youth and adults. Thank you to Kessler's Funeral 
Home for opening their facility for the Live Manikin Display and the 
Puppets Presentation. We are grateful for the support of the members and 

parents who stopped in, spread the word, and assisted with staging/other tasks. We are so 
proud and grateful for the dedication and passion of the Puppeteers, who are making an 
impact with this outreach program.   
Don & Judy Daley 

 

Looking forward to 2020. We will continue to share the Good News of God's Love and sing 
His praise, at Peace and in the community. We utilize "Peace Puppets" to link our ministry to 
Peace Lutheran. Newcomers are always welcome to watch or join in. Watch for details of 
future activities. 

January Knitting Dates: 

Tues. Jan 7 - 1 p.m. 

Mon. Jan. 20 - 9:30 a.m. 

Don’t know how to knit?  

Join us and we’ll teach you.  

Anyone interested is invited to join us as we 
knit.   

Flower Chart: The 2020 flower 

chart is up on the bulletin board 

in the Fellowship 

hallway. 

Woman’s Bible Study to start soon!  
How does a “Woman’s Bible Study” sound to help warm our hearts 
and souls this winter? We will study God’s Word, enjoy a warm 
beverage and some fellowship with some of your sisters in Christ. We 
are looking at starting before the end of January and we are looking at 
various studies but would welcome input if you have a study you are 

interested in.  See a member of the Board of Christian Education with any ideas or 
suggestions. 

Thank You - from Anne Wilson, Kathy Ehlert and 

Grace Schmall ~ Our heartfelt thanks to all who 

remembered us this Christmas with many gifts, cards 

and greetings. We wish you all a blessed, happy and 

healthy New Year. 
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ODDS AND ENDS 
 

A WORD OF THANKS FROM PASTOR AND LYNNE… Thank you to all of you who remembered 
us during this Christmas Season. Your cards, gifts, and greetings are greatly appreciated. May the 
Lord richly bless you for your generosity! 
 

A WORD OF THANKS Thank you to the Youth Ministry, Peace Mission Guild, Men’s Ministry, for 
having provided and hosted the Midweek Advent Suppers. Thank you to all who planned and 
assisted with the “Very Neenah Christmas”, the Bazaar and Live Nativity. Thank you to our Sunday 
School Ministry for such a wonderful Christmas Eve service. Thank you to our Adult Choir for 
providing their voices throughout the Advent season and especially for our Christmas Eve 
Candlelight service. Thank you to all who assisted in decorating the church and providing Poinsettias 
for the Christmas season. So many of you have assisted in the Gospel Proclamation – the Ministry of 
God’s Word – what a blessing you have been to His glory! 
 

CALL COMMITTEE: UPDATE The Call Committee is in process of reviewing the Candidate List for 
Associate Pastor. They will finalize a shortlist to be interviewed in early January and will then prepare 
a slate for the congregation to select from. Hopefully, by early February a Special Meeting of the 
Voters will take place and the congregation will Call an Associate Pastor. Please pray for wisdom 
and already be preparing your hearts to receive the new Associate Pastor.  
 

• ATTENTION!! IMPORTANT INFORMATION CONCERNING YOUTH CONFIRMATION: 
There will be no class on Wednesday, January 1.  

• Progress Reports will take place on Wednesday, January 8.  
• Regular classes will resume on Wednesday, January 15 at 5:00 P.M. 
• If school is canceled in the Neenah School District on a Wednesday, there will be no 

Confirmation    classes.  
• If the weather is a problem, parents will be contacted if the class is to be canceled.  
• Finally, if at any time you do not feel safe due to road conditions, simply contact the church office 

and leave a message for Pastor as Mrs. Wilson will be retired beginning January 1, 2020. 
 

ATTENTION ALL ELECTED AND APPOINTED LEADERSHIP On Sunday, January 5 all elected 
and appointed leadership will be installed for the year 2020. Thank you to all who have served this 
past year we appreciate all that you have done for Peace in the service of the Lord. 

 

NEW MEMBER WELCOME On Sunday, January 19 we will be welcoming all new members who 
have joined us in 2019. Pictures will also be taken of all new members and/or families. Please come 
and join in welcoming the newest members of the Peace family. We will be serving breakfast on 
Sunday, January 19th starting at 8:00 am, but people can stop in anytime before the service.  
 

SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY 2020 On Saturday, January 18 and Sunday, January 19 we 
will celebrate Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. Our theme, “Did God Really Say?” 

 

COMMISSIONING AND INSTALLATION OF AMY FORMELLA On Sunday, January 12 we have 
the joy of formally commissioning and installing Amy Formella. This is an important piece of Amy’s 
career. This will allow her to become a Rostered Commissioned Lay Minister of the LCMS. She has 
also received a formal Call to serve with Lutheran Bible Translators. Congrats Amy and may the Lord 
richly bless you and the ministry you offer up in Sierra Leone, Africa to His glory! 
 

SAVE THE DATE…CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT OF ANNE WILSON Please reserve  
Sunday, February 23 to celebrate the 30 years of service and the retirement of Anne Wilson. 
Officially, she will be retired as of January 1, 2020. This will be the formal celebration by the 
congregation. Anne has served as our Lay Director of Youth, Education and Family Ministries. More 
details will be coming to you in the near future. We give thanks to Anne’s service of the Lord and for 
the sake of His children!  
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YEAH! The OWLS have 
landed and we're having a 
HOOT!!! 
 
YEAH OWLS 

 

Y(young) E(especially) A(at) H(heart)  

 

O(older) W(wiser) L(livelier) S(saints). 
 

Our next get together is Thur., Jan. 16, 
2020. This month we will be joined by 
Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort 
Dog Ministry. This ministry embraces the 
unique, calming nature and skills of 
purebred Golden Retrievers. The dogs and 
their handlers are a bridge for 
compassionate ministry, opening doors for 
conversation about faith and creating 
opportunities to share Mercy, 
Compassion, Presence, and Proclamation 
of Jesus Christ.  
 

Join us to find out more about this 
ministry. Coffee fellowship begins at 
11:00 AM with lunch served promptly at 
11:30 AM. At noon we will have our 
program. Signup sheets will be in the 
Fellowship hallway 2 weeks prior to the 
January 16th meeting. Make sure to sign 
up. We want to see you there and you can 
even bring a friend.  

 

COFFEE SERVERS AND GREETERS ARE NEEDED! Check out the sign-up 
sheets on the bulletin board in the Fellowship hallway. Pick a date and sign-up to 
help today. Please try to fill in the dates from top down so we won’t be without 
either. Also in need of people to greet on Saturday evening. 

VITAL STATISTICS:  
Number of Baptized Souls: 447;  
Number of Confirmed Souls: 377;  
Number of Families: 228 
 

Reaffirmation of Faith: 
Andrea Sebold 
St John, De Pere 
 
Transferred:  
Rocky, Roman, Owen & Oliver Bentz 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Port Edwards, WI 
 
Aaron & Emily Zenner 
Trinity Lutheran, Rantoul 
 

Hermi & Dale Krueger 
Shepherd of the Hills, Greenville 
 

Willard & Harriet Krueger 
Crown of Life, Sun City West, Arizona 
 

Wayne & Muriel Guy 
Emmaus Lutheran, Poy Sippi 
 

Baptism: 
November 17, 2019 
Nora Joan Doyle 
Parents: Ted & Rebecca 
 

December 15, 2019 
Logan Joseph Vanden Bloomer 
Parents: Tyler & Caitlin 
 

Death: December 4, 2019 - Wally Lau 
 

Funeral: December 13,  2019 - Wally Lau 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO REMEMBER THE TRINITY FOOD PANTRY in Menasha!  
Peace continues to support the Food Pantry...you may help by bringing your 
donations in and placing them by the north entry door on the rack or in the 
baskets. We will then be sure that it is delivered to the Food Pantry. 
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January 4 & 5:  Mission Mites Collection. 
 

January 13:  Peace Mission Guild Meeting.  Time change - 1:00 pm at church. 
 

February 7-8:  Winter Get Away.  Watch for details.  
  

Mission Mites At Work 
Each month, we include information about mission efforts near and far, that spread the Good News 
of our Savior's Love for us.  Please include them in your prayers. 
 
Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus for Guatemala.  A network of the Lutheran Church - Missouri 
Synod partners will send medical professionals and mission teams to Guatemala on short term 
mission trips.  The grant of $100,000 will be used to purchase a bus with medical equipment to tend 
to their physical needs. In addition,  lay leaders will use Bible School equipment to support spiritual 
needs in schools and churches. 
 
Goals for Grant Funds Are Completed.  The SOS Enrichment Center in Milwaukee,  will receive 
$22,500, to provide a safe and Christian environment for families in the inner city.  The Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation will be awarded $12,000 to continue translating/publishing Christ centered 
books in more than 100 languages around the world.  To God be the Glory, for continuing to spread 

the good news of our Savior. 
 
 
Lynne Schroeder   1/3 
Marlene Weisshahn  1/15 
Judy Evans   1/26 

MOPS is an international organization that exists to 
encourage, equip, and develop every mother to realize her 
potential as a woman, mother and leader in the name of 

Jesus Christ. Neenah MOPS will be meeting on  Tues., Jan. 14th from 8:45 to 11 A.M.   

Peace Book Club will meet January 11 at Shellates to discuss the book “ The Light 
Between Oceans” by M.L. Stedman. This book can be picked up in our church  
library after Dec. 13th.  
Other suggestions to read on your own:  
“Resistance Women” by Jennifer Chiaverini. This is historical fiction about ordinary 
people determined to resist the rise of evil, sacrificing their own lives to bring 
down the Third Reich. 

“Finding Dorothy” by Elizabeth Letts - The story behind the wonderful Wizard of Oz.  
Any questions contact Sue Ahlswede at 920-427-2908 

Diaper Drive – Month of January 

In honor of Sanctity of Life Sunday, Peace will again host a diaper drive during the month 
of January.  Items will be donated to Mother’s and Unborn Baby Care in Appleton, a non-
profit organization that helps fund several programs for distressed mothers and unborn 

babies. Greatest needs: 
Diapers, sizes Newborn, 4,5,6 
Pull-ups, Boys or Girls 2t,3t,4t 
Wipes 
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow". The bazaar  this year raised 
over $5,000.00. This is less than we have raised the past few years, but 
it was still a huge success this year. Success isn't just measured in 
dollars and cents. Success is hearing a patron say "this is the best sale 
ever", "I come to this sale every year". Success is being able to sell $300 
worth of K-9 dogs for the Neenah Police K-9 trust fund during the 
bazaar. Success is hearing one of the first year volunteers say "you can 
sign me up again for next year". Success is how so many of you gave 
up your precious time to help put this all together. So THANK YOU to 
all of you for making this year another huge success. The bazaar 
committee. 

WINTERFEST  JAN 26th, 2020 
On Lutheran Lane (really 1728 Grundman Court) 

 

We are again having an afternoon of outside recreational fun on the shores of Lake 
Winnebago in the neighborhood of Lutheran Lane. The date is Sunday January 26th from 
1:00pm to 4:30pm.  
 

We are providing the chili, fish chowder (maybe), hotdogs, hot chocolate and hot cider. We 
ask you to bring a beverage to drink if you want something a little more festive and also bring marshmallows 
if you would like to roast them over the fire.  Some people have also brought a dessert or sweets for the kids 
and adults. Jim Hoelzel will be frying his famous pan fish that everyone loves and Joe Belongia will be grilling 
venison and elk nibblers. Dan & Julia Hoelzel make their 5-star soups …Yum-yum. The wine bar will be open 
for sampling the different flavors of Joelio Bello’s wine. 
 

What can the kids do on the ice …if there is ice?????? 
Tubing/sledding behind 4-wheelers (bring a snowmobile helmet if you have one) 
Cross country skiing (snow permitting) 
Warm up around the Bon fire  
Ice Skating (bring your own skates) 
 

This is a good Christian get-together where we can spend time laughing and socializing with our Christian 
brothers and sisters. There will be a poster with signup sheets so we can judge the amount of soup and dogs 
to make. Come for an hour or the afternoon and for those who don’t want to go out   in the cold, our garage 
will be heated where everyone warms up and enjoys the food and fellowship. 
 

Mark it on your calendar …  January 26th, 2020 
Address 1728 Grundman Ct,  Oshkosh. 
We are 5 miles south of Neenah just off County `A`. 
Right next to the Winnebago County boat launch. 
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 Peace Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 

1228 S. Park Avenue 
Neenah, WI 54956-4252 

(920) 725-0510 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

Pastor 
RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

FAX 

(920) 725-0625 

 

e-mail: pastor@peaceneenah.com 

Web site: www.peaceneenah.com 
 

Worship Services 
 

Sat. 5:00 p.m. 

Sun. 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 Bible Study 

10:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 


