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PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED 
MATTHEW 13:31-32 

 
“He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, 
which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all your 
seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so 

that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches." 
 
Jesus the Master Teacher, made use of story to teach spiritual truths. For those whose hearts were  
open to His instruction, understanding would be theirs. However, those whose hearts were closed to  
His teachings would remain as Jesus explained blind, deaf and lost. 
 
This is the first of many mini-parables concerning faith. This parable reveals how the kingdom of  
heaven will grow here on earth. It is a parable that discusses the end result of Jesus’ ministry on  
earth. Hope is the result of Jesus’ words and actions. 
 
The mustard seed was the smallest seed known to Israel at the time. When planted it dies. As the  
seed dies, a new plant grows. As Jesus stated, it then becomes one of the largest plants in the  
garden providing refuge. 
 
This is the application to Jesus. He is that mustard seed. Such an insignificant person. He gives His 
life in His death. From His death, comes the birth of the Christian faith and church. From Him comes 
a church that has daily grown. The Christian church offers refuge for many. The faith for which it 
confesses offers hope to many. 
 
Indeed, Jesus’ teaching concerning the mustard seed is true.  We are evidences of its truth. 

 
To God be the glory!! 
 

Pastor Ricky P. Schroeder 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ODDS AND ENDS 
REDEDICATION OF OUR SANCTUARY AND FELLOWSHIP HALL On Saturday, February 9th 
and Sunday, February 10th  we will be rededicating our newly repainted sanctuary and fellowship.  
As a part of this celebration, we will have our first quarterly ingathering to be placed in the already 
established fund, Foundations for the Future. 
 
New bible study topic for the Thursday morning Bible Study class at 9:30 a.m. Beginning in Feb. 
we will be studying  the Letter of James, How Faith Works.  
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Sr. High Youth Ministry 

We continue to meet every Sunday after church for fun, fellowship, devotion and a look at how God 

works in our lives! and in the lives of others.   

A new study Bible study started in early January titled the Mingling of Souls written by 

Matt Chandler. On the back cover of his book, Matt Chandler writes, “The wisest 

person who ever lived had a lot to say about love. Maybe it is time we listened.” The 

Mingling of Souls is a 12 session series which includes a DVD part followed by 

discussion and a question/answer portion. We will look at “What does God really say 

about love, dating, sex, marriage, and relationships. What is the world’s view on these 

topics vs. what God’s book, The Bible says and why God says it!  Come and join the discussion! 
 

God has blessed us with our youth leaders, Mr. Ertl, Mrs. Knabe, Mrs. Lobermeier, Mr. Piepenbrink, 

and Mrs. Porn. We are blessed to have all of them who care about our youth and pray for them 

frequently. They enjoy hearing what is going on in your lives, your activities, your accomplishments, 

your worries, doubts and concerns. But they especially “love” all your “bright shiny faces” all in their 

places!  
 

If you haven’t been there for a while, come back! If you have never been to youth group...please 

come and check us out.  Remember…Jesus loves you and so do your youth leaders! 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bowling update Team Peace, four youth and one adult from Peace bowled “For 
Life” last Saturday, for the annual Mother and Unborn Baby Care Bowl a Thon. 
They raised $765 in their pro-life effort to help the unborn, babies and families. 
Thank you to members of Peace for your pro-life stand as well.  
 
 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES! Some “SAVE the DATES”  

Some details still need to be decided by our youth and leaders.  

•   Feb.  2nd & 3
rd

:  Super Bowl Sub Sandwich Sale   

•   Feb.10: @ 11:35. Youth Gathering update and planning meeting for the   

    attending youth and their parents, YAVs and leaders.       

•   April 20th: [9:00AM until done] Easter breakfast prep. 

•   April 21st: Easter Breakfast   Parents and Youth help needed!  

•   Service project and fundraiser. 

Need more fellowship! Watch the bulletin and youth board for dates and times. 

                  Plan . . .Save the Date…. And join us for: 

 

                  “MISSION MIRACULOUS” 

 

        JESUS SAVES the WORLD 

 

   Vacation Bible School 

 

June 10th – 14th … 9:00A.M. - 11:45 A.M. 

 

  1st. VBS Planning Meeting Coming in early March Questions?  
 

     Call Anne Wilson at 725-0510. 
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JESUS…. GOD’S Promised SAVIOR on Life’s Wild Ride! 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  God’s WORD, the Bible is always the focus in all our Sunday 
school lessons, in our prayers, in our music and in our service to others. Through His 
WORD we are strengthened in our knowledge of His truth and this makes our faith 
grows stronger! Our hearts are filled with God’s love and this enables us to serve Him 

and others. We praise and thank God for all His does for us in this “wild ride” called life!  We are 
truly blessed for the freedom to be able to worship and attend Sunday school and Bible study and 
may we never take it for granted.  
 

THANK YOU:  I want to take this opportunity to once again thank our wonderful Sunday School 
Staff. Each of them not only shares their tremendous love of Jesus with our Sunday School children 
each week, but they demonstrate it through their actions of friendship, caring and through praying 
for our children/youth regularly. They are a true blessing to our congregation, especially our children 
and youth. 
 

PRAYERS:  I also want to continue to encourage parents to pray for your children and the people 
who teach them. We thank God for you, parents, who take your God given responsibility of bringing 
up your children in God’s Word. You do this every time you worship with them, by bringing them to 
Sunday School each week, and praying for them, as well as with them. The congregation is asked 
to continue to pray for our children, youth and Sunday school teachers as well as the children who 
do not yet know Jesus as their Savior. Life in this sinful world is hard and full of temptations. Pray 
for God to protect them and their hearts. 
 

LESSONS:  Our lessons this winter have revolved around Jesus, His early life and the development 
of His early church on earth. Please be sure to ask your children to share with you what they are 
learning in Sunday School, thus allowing them to share God’s love and “Good News” with you.  
 

MEMORY:  Parents are reminded to continue to help their children with memory work at home each 
week.  Remember that for every 30 pieces of memory learned we can purchase a Bible for a 
child in Madagascar.  So far, we have learned over 300 pieces of memory, which equals 10 bibles.  
I know that we can do even more!  See Mrs. Wilson with questions or if you need a new memory 

Sunday School Winter/Spring Mission Projects: 
Clothing Drive for Children and Youth: If you have been in the back hallway by the Sunday 
School rooms you may have noticed our old manger with piles of clothing, shoes and sometimes 
full bags of gently used clothing. We have been collecting gently used clothing for children and 
teens for several years now. The need has never ended and so when the manger is full they are 
taken to the Community Clothes Closet in Menasha. The clothes are given to needy families in Fox 
Valley through a voucher system. 
 

As your children and teens outgrow their clothes, jackets and coats, shoes and boots consider do-
nating them to children in need. Or if you see a good deal on socks, underwear, hats and gloves or 
whatever… please consider picking it up and bring it all to the manger. There need is there all year 
long, NOT just at Christmas. Thank you. 
 
Food for The Food Pantry: Please continue to remember the Trinity Food Pantry when you are 
out grocery shopping or looking at the grocery sale adds. Then please consider adding a few items 
to your grocery list to share with those in need. You may not notice too big a difference in your gro-
cery bill, but you will be fulfilling God’s call for His sheep to help those brothers and sisters in need. 
{Matthew 25:34-40} Just think, if everyone coming to church and Sunday school each week brought 
just one food item, how full our food pantry baskets would be! May God bless all of you brothers 
and sisters in CHRIST at Peace and your generous HEARTS! JESUS LOVES YOU! 
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COFFEE SERVERS AND GREETERS ARE NEEDED! Check out the sign-up 
sheets in the Narthex. Pick a date and sign-up to help today. Please try to fill in 
the dates from top down so we won’t be without either. Also in need of people to 
greet on Saturday evening. 

MOPS is an international organization that exists to encourage, 
equip, and develop every mother to realize her potential as a 
woman, mother and leader in the name of Jesus Christ.  

Neenah MOPS will be meeting on  Tues., Feb. 12 from 8:45 to 11 A.M.   

VITAL    STATISTICS   
Number of Baptized Souls:485;  
Number of Confirmed Souls: 415;  
Number of Families: 249 
 
 

Baptism:  
Anne Delpha Pelger daughter of Luke & Alison. 
 

SCRIP ~ Consider ordering SCRIP…and consider helping with 
SCRIP. 
PROVIDING FOR THE SPIRITUAL HEALTH AND GROWTH OF 
YOUTH 
Our church brings opportunities for our youth including regular worship, 
Sunday school/Bible study, servant and fellowship opportunities and 

more. Also, we affirm the choice of youth and their parents in our congregation to seek a Christ-
centered education at a Lutheran elementary, high school and college campus.  
 
One of the ways we choose to support these ministries is through our SCRIP program.  Profits from 
SCRIP card sales help support our Youth Group Activities especially but not limited to the National 
Youth Gathering held every three years, happening next in July 2019.  The program also supports 
Lutheran Education by offering Scholarships for those attending Lutheran elementary, high school 
and colleges.  The Board of Christian Education grants the scholarships based on number applied 
for and funds available.  
 
“The SCRIP program is one way to further our church’s mission of ‘Reaching Out, Serving Jesus, 
Celebrating His Love’ by supporting Christian education and faith development of our youth.”  
 
In 2018, we sold over $84,000 in SCRIP and raised $ 5,173.59 in rebates, including our extra Kwik 
Trip rebates for in-store purchases, which was divided between the two groups.  Imagine how much 
more we could raise if more people took advantage of the program?  Thank you to all who support 
Scrip on a regular basis and to you who have given it a try!   We have Kwik Trip Scrip Cards availa-
ble to purchase. They may be used for gas as well as any purchase in the store. We also have Cul-
vers, McDonald’s, Dairy Queen, Fleet Farm, Target, Woodman’s, Walmart, Roundy’s, Festival and 
other assorted SCRIP cards on hand.  SCRIP is currently ordered on Monday and usually here by 
mid-week. See someone at the SCRIP table if you are interested in purchasing SCRIP.  
      
We are also looking getting more people involved to help sell SCRIP, pick up local orders, even a 
back-up coordinator.  If you and/or your family benefit from SCRIP, please consider checking with 
Kathy Ehlert on how you can help.  We will schedule a meeting, if necessary, to assist in learning 
how to assist in making this program even more successful with more people involved. 
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January  Knitting Dates: 

Mon.  Feb. 11 - 9:30 a.m. 

Mon., Feb. 24 - 9:30 a.m. 

Don’t know how to knit?  

Join us and we’ll teach you.  

Anyone interested is invited to 

join us as we knit.   

YEAH! The OWLS have landed and we're having a HOOT!!! 
Y(young) E(especially) A(at) H(heart)  O(older) W(wiser) L(livelier) S(saints). 
Our next get together is Thursday, February 21, 2019. Coffee fellowship begins at 

11:00 AM with lunch served promptly at 11:30 AM. At noon we will have our program. 

This month we will have a GAME DAY. Come play cards, dominoes, Telestrations, 

cribbage, UNO, SKIPBO. Don’t know how to play some of these games, come learn, 

play, and laugh!! Signup sheets will be in the Narthex 2 weeks prior to the February 

21st meeting. Make sure to sign up. We want to see you there and you can even bring a friend. 

Also please note that usually, our “OWLS” day is the third Thursday of the month, however in the 

month of April, it will be April 11 (the second Thursday) so that we don’t have it on Maundy 

Thursday. 

Flower Chart: The 2019 

flower chart is up on 

the bulletin board in 

the middle hallway. 

Continued from p.1     ODDS AND ENDS 
 

QUARTERLY INGATHERING OF GIFTS – FOUNDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE  As was shared in 
the month of January, the monthly ingathering known as, “Quarters for Christ” will no longer be 
collected.  Many of the “missions” have now been assimilated into our Mission Budget.  Replacing 
the monthly ingathering is a new program to support our renovation project still underway.     
 

Quarterly, beginning in the month of February, there will be an ingathering to be placed in an already 
established fund, Foundations for the Future.  Contributions to this fund will be used to service the 
loan payments on our Narthex Upgrade loan with the Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF).  The 
first ingathering will take place on the weekend of February 9th  and 10th.  Letters will be sent out 
with an envelope for those who wish to participate to be gathered on that weekend.  Additional in-
gatherings will be on the second weekend of the months of May, August and November.  
 
EACH ONE HIS WITNESS WORKSHOP On Saturday, March 9th  from 8:00 A.M. – 3:30 P.M., the 
Evangelism Board will be offering the “Each One His Witness Workshop”. The purpose of the 
workshop is to equip attendees to develop relationships by using skills based on the acronym 
LASSIE.  Cost for our members will be $10.00 per person.  Materials, breaks and lunch will be 
provided.  Registration material will be released in mid-February and will be due by March 1

st
.  Come 

and be equipped as we seek to fulfill our Mission Statement, “Reaching Out Serving Jesus, 
Celebrating His Love”.  
 
STEWARDSHIP SERIES 2019 Beginning on the weekend of March 9/10 we will embark on a  
three-part Stewardship Series.  We will examine an exhortation of almighty to God offer up sacrifices 
of praise, confession, good works and offerings.  As in year’s past, there will be opportunities to 
make commitments of time, talent and treasure.   

 
CONCERNING THE DISTRIBUTION OF OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER Beginning 
in April the monthly newsletter will no longer be sent to the home.  Newsletters will be 
placed in the mailboxes at church.  Homebound and military will have newsletters sent 
to the home.  The newsletter will also be available on the congregation’s website.  
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February 11 at 6:30 p.m., all confirmed women of Peace are invited to join us for our 
Mission Guild Gathering at Peace. We'll begin the evening with a devotion, fun 
activity, and light refreshments. Lynn Schroeder will lead a bible study. Our mission 
offering will support a grant for Indian missions.   
 

March 2 - Watch for details on the women's retreat, "Sign Posts From God", being hosted here at 
Peace. 
 

Nursing Students Serving Mercy Medical Team. Seeking to expand their educational exposure, 
nursing students in the Concordia University System would be afforded the opportunity to 
participate in a short term mission trip to Madagascar with a Mercy Medical Team. Students would 
be given the opportunities to work with medical professionals in providing medical and/or spiritual 
care to the underserved. Grant funds of $25,00.00 will be used to support this mission 2017-2019. 
 

Shelter My Sheep - Free At Last. This ministry creates a support system outside of the prison 
walls, and reflect God's love for all of mankind. Grant money provides assistance with finding 
housing, transportation, and employment for people after their release from prison. The South 
Wisconsin District is working on a $20,000 grant to fund this ministry. 
 

Mite Collection on January 5 & 6. Your contributions to the mite collections totaled $516.81. 
Thank you for your generosity. This money will be used to fund some of the above grants and 
spread God's Love.   

Jeanne Ralston 2-24 

Book Club will meet at 10 a.m. on Saturday, February 9th at Shellattes, 

300 N. Commercial St., Neenah. We will be reviewing a Fredrik Backman 

book, “My Grandmother Asked Me To Tell You She’s Sorry.” 
 

Elsa is seven years old and different. Her grandmother is 77 years old 

and had been telling fairy tales for as long as Elsa can remember. 

Granny is Elsa’s best friend. In the beginning, she was only trying to get 

Elsa to go to sleep and to learn a nutty secret language. At night Elsa 

always listened to her grandmother’s stories about the “Land of Almost 

Awake.” When Elsa’s grandmother dies and leaves behind letters of apology to people she has 

wronged, Elsa’s greatest adventure begins. 
 

Copies of the book are in the Church Library. Please remember to SIGN OUT the books on the 

form provided in the book bag. Please return the book to the book bag at the February meeting. If 

you are unable to join us at Shellattes please return the book to the Neenah Public Library within 4 

days. For more information contact Jeanne Ralston, Carol Brandt, Barb Bergner or Carolyn 

Wagner. 

Happy Reading! 

Altar Guild meeting on Thursday, February 21 at 6:30 pm. We’ll 
cover chapter 11.  
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Warming Hearts Bake Sale 
February 16th and 17th, 2019 

 

The Board of Social Ministry will be sponsoring the annual Compassionate Hearts Bake 
Sale, formerly known as the Warming Hearts Bake Sale, after church services 

Saturday, February 16th and Sunday, February 17th. 
 

All proceeds go to a program that helps those requiring financial assistance with their heating bills, 
transportation, food, etc.  

 

Bakers are needed.  Items could include but are not limited to cookies, cupcakes, bars, 
cakes, pies, breads, candies or anything you can dream of. You may also attach your 

recipe to the item if you would like.   
 

You may bring your baked goods with you to church and drop them off prior to the 
service or bring them on Friday, February 15th and drop them off in the kitchen.   

No need to price the items. This will be a free will offering. 

Women’s Bible Study: We will be starting a 6 week Women’s Bible 

Study titled “Keep It Shut” by author Karen Ehman. Quoting Lysa 

Terkurst, “This book is funny, honest, and tackles the hard subjects of 

gossip, speaking the truth in love and the power of our words from a 

biblical stand point.”  

Our study will begin on Monday, February 18th at 6:15 p.m. and continue on Monday’s 

(except March 11th, due to LWML meeting) thru April 8th.   

See the sign-up and book order check off on the bulletin board in the Narthex to let us know 

if you would like either the book, workbook or both. See Lynne Schroeder with questions. 

Did you know that there are a variety of magazines in the racks next to the 

Fellowship Hall (across from the library)? Please feel free to take and read 

any of them. If they are over 3 months old they do not need to be re-

turned. Enjoy! 

TREASURES IN THE TRUNK – Recipient 
 

“Treasures in the Trunk” is an annual event intended as a 
fundraiser for congregational members in need of financial 
assistance for medical bills.  If you would like to submit the name 
of a potential recipient, please call the church office to speak with 
Pastor.  Deadline for requests will be April 30, 2019. 

IMPORTANT  REMINDER  

 MARCH Sunday, March 10 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME to begin. Be sure to set your clock 

ahead an hour before you retire on Saturday night, March 9th! 
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RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

FAX 

(920) 725-0625 

 

e-mail  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

Web site: www.peaceneenah.com 
 

Worship Services 
 

Sat. 5:00 p.m. 

Sun. 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 Bible Study 

10:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 

 
CONCERNING THE 

DISTRIBUTION OF OUR 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

Beginning in April the 
monthly newsletter will no 

longer be sent to the home. 
Newsletters will be placed in the mailboxes at 

church. Homebound and military will have 
newsletters sent to the home. The newsletter will 
also be available on the congregation’s website 

peaceneenah.com. There will be an email sent out 
once the newsletter is on the website. 

 


