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THE PARABLE OF THE RICH FOOL 
(Luke 12:16-21) 
 

This year I have chosen various parables as our devotional thought. 
 

Before we take a brief look at the “Parable of the Month”, it is good to be reminded 
of what parables are. Parables are short stories that make use of earthly 
illustrations to teach some spiritual truth. 

 

Jesus, the Master Teacher, made use of them regularly as a part of His ministry. For those whose 
hearts were open to the things of God, the parables had great effect and were able to be understood. 
For those whose hearts were set against God, the meanings remained hidden. This would seem to 
confirm what the prophet had spoken of when he wrote that though many might see, they would 
remain blind and though they may hear, they would not understand. 
 

Now about the Parable of the Rich Fool... Please take a moment to read it at this time. Note the 
context of this parable. An argument had broken out concerning some inheritance. Jesus 
admonished the person who was requesting of Jesus to get involved with the disbursement of the 
inheritance that was due him. Jesus spoke these words of admonishment. “Watch out! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 
The parable echoed and illustrated His word of admonishment. 
 

Applying this to ourselves, we are cautioned concerning simple idolatry. We can be led away from 
our Lord when possessions and the laboring for having many may replace our relationship to God, 
forfeiting the inheritance that will last for eternity. We need to regularly challenge ourselves with the 
following question. Are we living for this day and for our life on earth? Or are we living for eternity 
and our life with God in heaven? 
 

We place our trust in God that He will provide for our needs here in this life. We organize our life 
based on God’s provision so that we can focus on His eternal plan for us. If we allow our earthly 
existence to become our top priority, we may end up forfeiting the inheritance in heaven. It is 
possible to be so secure in this life, that we end up losing our security in heaven by God’s grace. 
Knowing that heaven is waiting allows us to enjoy this life not so obsessed with earthly 
possessions. 
 

In this new year, heed the words that come from Jesus! 
 
To God be the glory!! 
 

Pastor Ricky P. Schroeder 

 

 

ODDS AND ENDS 

Concerning the Future Of Quarters for Christ Beginning this year this special collection will no longer be 
taken.  
 

Attention All Elected and Appointed Leadership On Sunday, January 6 all elected and appointed leadership will be 
installed for the year 2018. On Monday, January 21st will be our annual Leadership Summit. All elected and appointed 
leadership are asked to attend this meeting. The meeting will be facilitated by Greg Pierce. 



2 

“What Child Is This?” 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government shall be upon His shoulder and 
His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

Isaiah 9:6 
 

“What Child Is This?” was the theme for this year’s Children’s Worship Service on Christmas Eve. 
Over forty children and youth participated with verse and song. They answered the question many 
people throughout the ages have asked concerning this “Child”. Jesus came as that “SAVIOR”, a 
little baby born in Bethlehem to fulfill God’s promise, made at creation, to redeem lost sinners.   
What Child Is This?  Jesus is our Eternal Gift, our Saving Gift, Our Undeserved Gift, our Gift of 
Love and Joy and our Gift to Share!  On that 1st Christmas night, God sent His Son Jesus as 
Immanuel, which means “God with us” who came to save His people from their sins. 

 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you; 
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Over two hundred and fifty people came to church to hear this wonderful Christmas message! As in 
the past, a live Nativity was displayed with one of the youngest members of Peace as the Baby 
Jesus. This year Baby Jesus was portrayed by one of our youngest church members, Cooper Van.  
Cooper’s parents, Nick and Bianca Van portrayed Mary and Joseph.  
 

We were once again blessed with many people who used their God-given talents to make our 
special worship service possible. A BIG THANK YOU to our program directors, Kathy Ehlert, Anne 
Wilson, Elizabeth Ehlert and Julia Hoelzel for their many hours of preparation over the past month. 
Thank you to Brian Hallman, Courtney Kurtz and Barb Dodd who added their musical talents and 
leadership to our service, to the Youth Choir whose beautiful voices filled our church as well as our 
hearts with their Christmas music, to our Sunday School instrumentalists and singers who shared 
their God-given gift of music with all of us, to the Sunday School Staff who took responsibility for 
preparing their students for this special worship service, and to all the children and their parents who 
made sure that they knew their parts and came to practice and to all the ushers. We especially thank 
God for this special opportunity to once again look inside the Bethlehem stable to see God’s gift of a 
Savior, Jesus Christ. We are truly blessed to be able to share this message with everyone who 
came to worship with us that evening! 

 

 

To God Be All The Glory! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  STAFF MEETING [Note that this is the 2nd Thursday of the month] 
Thursday, January 10th at 7:00 P.M. 

A Bible study of lessons for all of January will take place with planning for upcoming Sunday School 
activities. ALL the staff is encouraged to attend!  
 
 

Sunday School Christmas Giving: Over 30 packages of socks and underwear were taken to the 
Boys and Girls Brigade for needy children in the Fox Valley. Thank you to everyone who donated 
items for this worthy cause. There is always such a need for these basic items. God Bless you! 
 

King’s Puppeteers: Watch for information to be announced soon as to our next 
puppet practices and scheduled performances. You all did a “GREAT” job at the 
Children’s message in November. Your message added a lot to the worship service 
and was appreciated! Also, thank you to Mr. & Mrs. Daley for leading this Youth 
Mission Activity. May God continue to bless this ministry at Peace, both the Adult and 

Youth Puppet ministries. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL will resume on Sunday, January 6th, 2019 at 10:30 A.M. 

Note: All children are invited to attend Sunday School once they turn 3 yrs. of age. See you there! 
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SUPER BOWL WEEKEND 

Feb. 2nd and 3rd, 2019 

There is a Power-lifting Event Super Bowl weekend and since many of 

our youth are involved in power-lifting at Neenah High School we may 

not have enough youth and parents to sponsor a “Sub Sale”. 
 

I will see how many workers we can  round up for this popular fundraiser and 

get back to the congregation.  As always...thank you for your support 
 

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH & PARENTS: This is our first fund-raiser of the new 

year. Please let Mrs. Wilson know by January 6th if you and your youth are 

available to help with is fundraiser,  with sub making on Saturday morning, 

February 2nd and with distribution of subs after worship services on both Saturday and Sunday. If 

we have enough worker volunteers we can have a sub sale fundraiser this year! 
 
 

Attention All Senior High Youth! Happy New Year! A brand new year has 

just begun, so your youth leaders would like to invite ALL of you to come 

to youth group. 
 

New Study to Begin!   
We will be starting a new study on January 6th titled the Mingling of Souls written by Matt 

Chandler. On the back cover of his book, Matt Chandler writes, “The wisest person who ever 

lived had a lot to say about love. Maybe it is time we listened.” The Mingling of Souls is a  

12 session series which includes a DVD part followed by discussion and a question/answer 

portion. We will cover “What does God really say about love, dating, sex, marriage, and 

redemption?  We will look at the world’s view on these topics vs. what God’s book, The Bible 

says and why God says it! Come and join the discussion! 
 

Also…...bring your ideas for fellowship opportunities when we meet again on January 6th. Do 

you want to go skiing or snow tubing or is sledding more your style?  How about a servant 

event? Maybe help serve a meal at the Warming Shelter? What do you want to do...here is 

your chance to let us know!  

 

BE A HERO…BOWL FOR LIFE! 

Only 3 weeks away! 

 

Saturday, January 19th,  Team Peace will once again be taking a PRO-LIFE 

stand  for families and especially the unborn by bowling and raising funds for 

Mother and Unborn Baby Care.  Everyone is invited to bowl.  Can’t bowl? 

Please consider pledging one of our youth or “Team Peace”. If the date has 

passed and we already bowled, you can still donate to the cause by finding or 

contacting Anne Wilson. Registration and pledge sheets are on the Senior High 

board outside their door. Pledges for “Team Peace” can be made on the sign in 

the Narthex and checks should be made out to Mother and Unborn Baby Care. 

God Bless You! 
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VITAL    STATISTICS     

Number of Baptized Souls:485; Number of Confirmed Souls: 415; Number of Families: 249 
 

Transfers In:  Phil, Salli Amanda & Emily Nickolai From Trinity Menasha 
 

Reaffirmation: Ellen Wilson 
 

Baptism: Cooper Matthew Van Parents: Nick & Bianca Van 
 

Removed due to Self exclusion: Tony Pool and Family; Shelly Formella 

MOPS is an international organization that exists to encourage, 
equip, and develop every mother to realize her potential as a 
woman, mother and leader in the name of Jesus Christ.  

Neenah MOPS will be meeting on  Tues., Jan.8 from 8:45 to 11 A.M.   

 

Diaper Drive Coming in January!!! 

The Board of Social Ministry will be sponsoring a drive for diapers and other baby/toddler 

needs for Mother & Unborn Baby Care Inc. of Appleton. When you are 

Christmas shopping, think about purchasing something for those in 

need. Most needed items are the following: diapers sizes infant up to 4, 

5, 6, large pull-ups (4T & 5T), baby wipes, new or gently used (no stains) 

clothes sizes 12M, 18M, 2, 3, 4, 5, new baby bottles, and formula. Please 

place donations in the bassinet. 

Thank You - from Anne Wilson, Kathy Ehlert and Grace 

Schmall ~ Our heartfelt thanks to all who remembered us 

this Christmas with many gifts, cards and greetings. We 

wish you all a blessed, happy and healthy New Year. 

Our monthly Book Club will meet on Saturday, January 12, 2019 at 

10 a.m. at Shellattes, 300 N. Commercial St., Neenah. 

 

The book chosen for this meeting is “The Wyoming Kid,” by best-

selling author Debbie Macomb, who has become a leading voice in 

women’s fiction worldwide. Copies of this book are in the Church 

Library. Please remember to SIGN-OUT these books on the form 

provided in the book bag. Please return the book to the book bag 

at the January meeting. If you are unable to join us at Shellattes 

please return the book to the Public Library within 4 days. For more information please contact 

Jeanne Ralston, Carol Brandt, Barb Bergner or Carolyn Wagner. 

 

Happy Reading! 



5 

January  Knitting Dates: 

Mon.  Jan. 7 - 9:30 a.m. 

Mon., Jan. 28 -  9:30 a.m. 

Don’t know how to knit?  

Join us and we’ll teach you.  

Anyone interested is invited to 

join us as we knit.   

YEAH! The OWLS have landed and we're having a HOOT!!! 
YEAH OWLS 
Y(young) E(especially) A(at) H(heart)  O(older) W(wiser) L(livelier) S(saints). 
Our next get together is Thursday January 17, 2019. Coffee fellowship begins at 
11:00 AM with lunch served promptly at 11:30 AM. At noon we will have our program. 
This month we will be joined by Joanne Murphy Spice who is the Healthy Aging 
Programs Coordinator for Winnebago County Health Department. She will be 
speaking on staying mentally strong during the cloudy winter months. It will be 

interactive and laughable at our crazy Wisconsin lifestyles. Sign-up sheets will be in the Narthex 2 
weeks prior to the January 17th meeting. Make sure to sign-up. We want to see you there and 
you can even bring a friend.  

Flower Chart: The 2019 

flower chart is up on 

the bulletin board in 

the middle hallway. 

Continued from p.1     ODDS AND ENDS 
 

A Word of Thanks… Thank you to the Youth Ministry, Peace Mission Guild, Men’s Ministry, for having 
provided and hosted the Midweek Advent Suppers. Thank you to all who planned and assisted with the 
Bazaar and Live Nativity. Thank you to our Sunday School Ministry for such a wonderful Christmas Eve 
service. Thank you to our Adult Choir for providing their voices throughout the Advent season and especially 
for our Christmas Eve Candlelight service. Thank you to all who assisted in decorating the church and 
providing Poinsettias for the Christmas season. So many of you have assisted in the Gospel Proclamation – 
the Ministry of God’s Word – what a blessing you have been to His glory! 
 

A Word of Thanks from Pastor and Lynne… Thank you to all of you who remembered us during this 
Christmas Season. Your cards, gifts and greetings are greatly appreciated. May the Lord richly bless you for 
your generosity 
 

New Member Welcome On Sunday, January 13 we will be welcoming all new members who have joined us 
since the last New Member Welcome since June. Pictures will also be taken of all new members and/or 
families. 
 

Youth Confirmation Progress Reports will take place on Wednesday, January 16 from 4:30-7:00 P.M. Letters 
have been sent out for parents to call and make an appointment to meet with pastor. There will be no classes 
on that evening. 
 

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday On Saturday, January 19 and Sunday, January 20 we will celebrate Sanctity of 
Human Life Sunday. 
 

Celebrating Lutheran Schools On Saturday, January 26 and Sunday, January 27, Pastor Keith GeRue, Associate 
Pastor and Principal from Trinity, Menasha will be in the pulpit celebrating Lutheran Schools Week and 
Christian Education. Choirs from Trinity Lutheran School will be offering their time and talent in our worship 
service on that Sunday. Pastor GeRue will also have the Adult Bible study on that Sunday with representatives 
of Trinity Lutheran School to talk about its ministry of which we are partners. Pastor Schroeder will be filling 
the pulpit at Trinity on that weekend. 
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Education Loan Repayment Assistance Grants.  Ministry Focus, is an LCMS 
Recognized Service Organization (RSO), which assists church workers in repayment 
of educational loans accrued in preparing for service to the Lord through the 
church.  This grant of $100,000 will assist 40 called church workers, with a grant of 
$2,500 each during the 2017-2019 grant period. 

 

Mission Central is the largest mission supporting agency as a part of LCMS World Mission global 
Gospel outreach.  The Lord has provided this place in Mapleton, Iowa, for:   missionaries to stay 
when on home service, offices where some of the 98 volunteers work to support their missionaries, 
facilities for mission events and worship space for more than 300. A grant of $10,000 will assist with 
these services. 

 

LWML Memorial Gifts.  The LWML has provided a memorial contribution card, with gift 
opportunities toward missions.  Information is located on the LWML board. 

 

Mite Collection.  The congregation will have an opportunity to assist with these mission efforts 
January 5 & 6, when mites are collected during services. 

 

January 14 at 6:30, all confirmed women are invited to join us for our Mission Guild Gathering at 
Peace.  Sandra Brown will share her experiences of raising a deaf child. Our mission offering will 
help support the LCMS South Wisconsin Deaf Ministry.  Light refreshments will be served following 
the presentation. 

 

January 20th.   Sanctity of Life Sunday will be observed. Light refreshments will be served by the 
Mission Guild after service. 

 

February 1-2, Winter Getaway.  Escape to Wintergreen Resort and Conference Center, Wisconsin 
Dells, for Bible studies that focus on "Courage, Wisdom, and Strength through Christ for the 

Journey."   A great opportunity for fellowship and growing in faith. 
 
 

Lynn Schroeder   1-3 
Marlene Weisshahn  1-15 
Judy Evans    1-26 

 

 
 
 

 

Compassionate Hearts Bake Sale February 16th and 17th, 2019 
 

The Board of Social Ministry will be sponsoring the annual Compassionate Hearts Bake Sale 
formerly known as the Warming Hearts Bake Sale, after church services on Saturday, February 16

th
 

and Sunday, February 17
th
. 

 

All proceeds go to a program helping our homebound or others requiring financial assistance with 
their heating bills, transportation, food, etc. 

 

Bakers are needed. Items could include but are not limited to cookies, cupcakes, bars, cakes, pies, 
breads, candies or anything you can dream of. You may also attach your recipe to the item if you 

would like.   
 

You may bring those tasty treats with you to church and drop them off prior to the service, or bring 
them on Friday February 15

th
 and drop them off in the kitchen.   

 

No need to price the items. This will be a free will offering. 
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PLEASE CONTINUE TO REMEMBER THE TRINITY FOOD PANTRY in Menasha! Peace continues to 
support the Food Pantry you may help by bringing your donations in and placing them by the 
north entry door on the rack or in the baskets. We will then be sure that it is delivered to the Food 
Pantry. 

WINTERFEST  JAN 27th, 2019 
On Lutheran Lane (really 1728 Grundman Court) 

 

We are again having an afternoon of outside recreational fun on the shores of 
Lake Winnebago in the neighborhood of Lutheran Lane. The date is Sunday 
January 27th from 1:00pm to 5:00pm.  

 

We are providing the chili, hotdogs, hot chocolate and hot cider. We ask you to bring a 
beverage to drink if you want something a little more festive and also bring marshmallows if 
you would like to roast them over the fire.  Some people have also brought a dessert or 
sweets for the kids. Jim Hoelzel will be frying his famous pan fish that everyone loves and Joe 
Belongia will be grilling venison steaks. Dan & Julia Hoelzel make 5-star soups …Yum-yum. 
The wine bar will be open for sampling the different flavors of Joelio Bello’s wine. 
 

What can the kids do on the ice …if there is ice?????? 
Tubing/sledding behind 4-wheelers (bring a snowmobile helmet if you have 

one) 
Cross country skiing (snow permitting) 
Warm up around the Bon fire  
Ice Skating (bring your own skates) 
 

This is a good Christian get-together where we can spend time laughing and 
socializing with our Christian brothers and sisters. There will be a poster with signup sheets 
so we can judge the amount of chili and dogs to make. Come for an hour or the afternoon 
and for those who don’t want to go out on the ice in the cold, we always have our outside 
fire pit going and the warm garage at Belongias where everyone warms up and enjoys the 
food and fellowship. 
 

Mark it on your calendar …  January 27th, 2019 
Address 1728 Grundman Ct,  Oshkosh. 
We are 5 miles south of Neenah just off County `A`. 
Right next to the Winnebago County boat launch. 

Woman’s Bible Study to start soon! 
How does a “Woman’s Bible Study” sound to help warm our 
hearts and souls this winter? We will study God’s Word, enjoy a 
warm beverage and some fellowship with some of your sisters in 
Christ. We are looking at meeting on Monday evenings (skipping 

the 2nd Monday of the month due to LWML meeting) and starting before the end of 
January. We are looking at various studies but would welcome input if you have a 
study you are interested in. See Anne Wilson or Lynne Schroeder with suggestions or 
questions. Prayerfully consider this opportunity. 
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RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

FAX 

(920) 725-0625 

 

e-mail  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

Web site: www.peaceneenah.com 
 

Worship Services 
 

Sat. 5:00 p.m. 

Sun. 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 Bible Study 

10:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED! See the sign-up 

sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

Please fill November first, and then work 

through the remainder of the open dates. All 

instructions are  in the kitchen behind the coffee 

pots.  

If no one signs for a specific Sunday, there will be no coffee 

served that day. GREETERS ARE ALSO 

NEEDED FOR SATURDAY NIGHT AND 

SUNDAY MORNING. THE SIGN-UP SHEET IS 

ON THE NARTHEX BULLETIN BOARD 


