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LITURGICAL SONGS FROM ANTIQUITY: THE “NUNC DIMITTIS”  
 
We continue our examination of the ancient hymns that are incorporated in the 
liturgy of the church.   
 
As I had written last month, Vespers, like Matins, is a Daily Office.  It is to be 
deployed as a mid-day-evening service.  The focus of Vespers is to be at peace.  It 

has many similarities to Matins, but different canticles.   
 
The “Nunc Dimittis” is the alternate canticle and is normally sung during the Lenten season.  
(Normally, as is the case with the Magnificat, I use the alternate hymn version.)  Now, we have 
already visited the Nunc Dimittis when we explored the liturgical hymns connected to Divine Service 
III.  In that service it serves as the post-communion canticle and reminds us of the joy of having been 
in the presence of the Lord and Savior.  For Simeon, seeing the infant Jesus, for us to have received 
His body and blood in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 
In the Communion service we depart in peace having heard Holy Absolution in the sacrament.  In the 
Vespers service we sing this canticle knowing that same peace.  Only in Holy Absolution can peace 
be found.  It is in Jesus’ sacrifice that God and man are reconciled and that peace – which surpasses 
all understanding – is delivered. 
 
Well, this completes the trek begun at the beginning of the year.  It is my hope that when these 
liturgical hymns and canticles are sung, that knowing what is behind them, might enrich your 
worship.    
 
One last note…  Lynne and I wish to all of you a Christ-centered Christmas and a Blessed New Year.   
May the Lord bless all of us as we celebrate the Incarnation of Our Lord, God coming in the flesh –  
the baby Jesus. 
 
To God be the glory!! 
 
Pastor Ricky P. Schroeder 

 

ODDS AND ENDS 
 
QUARTERS FOR CHRIST RECIPIENT FOR OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2018: COTS / Homeless 
Connection (Transitional Housing for the Homeless) 
 
A WORD OF THANKS It is always good to give thanks to God and to others for gifts received.   
Thank you to the Altar Guild, the Peace Mission Guild and the congregation for your gifts received  
expressing appreciation for me your pastor.  Pastor Schroeder 
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2018 SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PRACTICE SCHEDULE    
(CLIP AND SAVE!) 

Sat., Dec. 1st 
  9:00 A.M. -  10:00 A.M. Gr. 1 & 2 
10:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M Gr. 3 & 4 
11:00 A.M. - 12:00 NOON Gr. 5 & 6 
This is Church Bazaar Day 
At this small group practice, all the children will receive their costumes for Christmas Eve. We ask that  parents 
please spot clean (if needed) iron, and return them to church by Dec. 23rd. Be sure to put your childs name on the 
costume or hanger. 
December 8th:  NO PRACTICE  
Sat., Dec. 15th   9:00AM—11:00 AM 
Gr. 1-6/All Narrators & Readers        
Sat., Dec. 22nd    9:00AM—NOON   
FINAL PRACTICE Grs. N - 8, ALL Narrators, Readers, Youth Choir & all Adults. 
Other Practice Times:  
Sun., Dec. 2nd Extended S.S. until 11:45  
Sun., Dec. 9th: Extended S.S. until 11:45  
Sun., Dec. 16: Extended S.S. until 1:00PM.   
S.S. Christmas Party until 1:00PM.  Don’t forget your socks and underwear for  Christmas giving. 
Sun., Dec. 23rd: Extended S.S. until 11:45  

It is very important for your child to attend as many practices as possible and to learn their parts and songs.  
Parents are encouraged to help their children learn their parts and songs so that they feel confident and prepared 
for this special worship service. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact Anne Wilson. 
Thank You!! 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  
As Christmas rapidly approaches, our busy Sunday School gets even busier. We are in the process 
of getting ready for our Christmas Eve Program on Monday, Dec. 24th. at 4:00 P.M. Children are 
asked to arrive at church by 3:30 P.M. for costumes and final warm-up. Christmas Eve S.S. 
Musicians should arrive by 3:15 P.M.  Their concert will start at 3:30 P.M.  

 
Families are urged to find a seat and enjoy the special Christmas music presented by the children of our 
congregation. The Children’s Worship Service begins at 4:00 P.M. We look forward to sharing this special 
evening with our church family and friends as we celebrate, through worship, the birthday of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

KING’S PUPPETEERS . . .  
All youth in grades 5 through high school are encouraged to join this exciting 
ministry. As always, with God the possibilities are endless for this outreach.  
Our next meeting time will not be until January.  Please contact Mr./Mrs. Daley 

at 414-418-8101 if you have any questions about this Ministry or if you would like to join us. 
Puppeteers will be contacted with information about our next practices! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN ~  Any Sunday School child who plays an 

instrument and would like to play a Christmas Hymn before the Christmas Eve 

Services begin, should see Mrs. Ehlert or Mrs. Wilson as soon as possible. 
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Sunday School December Mission Project 
Starting Sun., Nov. 26th., the Sunday School children will once again have the opportunity to help needy 
children and teens in the Fox Valley by bringing in NEW packages of socks and underwear. These are 
needed in ALL sizes ranging from infant to adult. Toys and other gift items will also be accepted. These items, 
along with a gift and food, are distributed to needy families through a program sponsored by the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Brigade. Last year we collected over 40 items for this project, thus helping many area children with a 
basic need. The congregation is urged to help with this worthwhile project. Donated items may be placed in 
the manger located in the back hallway by the Sunday School rooms.  
Deadline to bring in items is Sun., Dec. 17th.!  
 
A big THANK YOU  to our Sunday School children and families from the Trinity Food Pantry. Our Sunday 
School children collected over 250 items plus $2.00 in cash.  The congregation families collected many, 
many, many food items as well, for those in need. GREAT JOB Sunday School children and Peace families! 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS SUNDAY SCHOOL PARTY DEC. 16TH. 
Extended Sun. School to 1:00 P.M. 
The Board of Education will be hosting a Christmas party for the children Grades N-5 at Peace until 1:00 P.M. 
on Sun., Dec. 16th. We will practice our singing at 11:10 A.M., followed by our Christmas Celebration which 
will include lunch for everyone, some treat decorating and of course BINGO for grades 1-5th. 3K thru 5K 
will have age appropriate games and fun.  Children will be dismissed at 1:00 P.M.  
 
Our Middle School Youth  (grs. 6th-8th) will also being enjoying their Happy Birthday Jesus party during 
this time and ending at 1:00 as well.  A “Secret Santa” reveal will take place along with activities, food and 
fun!! A birthday party usually needs a GIFT!  “Socks and underwear for needy children” would make a 
GREAT gift! Gifts can be placed in the manger in the back hallway! 

Calling ALL Senior High Youth . . .  
This fun and exciting group meets every Sunday after the worship service for a hot beverage of your choice, 
fellowship and of course, Bible study. In general just about whatever the Youth leaders can come up with to 
energize your lives with God’s Word and knowledge. If you haven’t come to Youth Group yet, please come 
and check us out. We’ve been missing you! Mark your calendars with these upcoming events and activities: 
Dec. 5th Advent MEAL -  5 P.M. setup. ALL Youth are asked to bring a dessert.  See page 7 for more   
Information.  All proceeds will be used to purchase gifts for Christmas Giving! 
Dec. 9th:  Devotion and Shopping for Christmas Giving (traveling in Mr. Ertl’s RV!!!) 
Dec. 16   Christmas “Happy Birthday JESUS Party!” …. Choice of  Waffle bar or other food, games, 
and White elephant exchange (start looking for the perfect gift now!) 
Watch for further info or details from the Youth group leaders or check the Youth board in the hallway. 

Coming Events: Middle School Youth and Senior High Youth... 
•  Anyone need a Mystery Trip?  
•  Ski /Snow Tubing Trip….Anyone interested??? 
•  January 19th Mother and Unborn Babycare Annual Bowlathon at NOON 
•  Our 1st  fundraiser of 2019 so save the dates … Feb. 2nd and 3rd: Super Bowl Sub or Pizza Sale 

weekend.  
•  Other winter fellowships . . .Got any good ideas?   See one of our Youth leaders or speak to Mrs. 

Wilson. 
 

2019 LCMS National Youth Gathering...MINNEAPOLIS HERE WE COME!!! 
Our registrations have been accepted and we are on the list to be attendees at this Youth Gathering,  
July 11th –15th  2019.  We have 13 youth, 3 YAV’s (young adult volunteers and 5 adult leaders registered.  
The BEST part is we can still add more youth if any decide they would like to go!  See Mrs. Wilson if this 
might be YOU.  Watch for a parent/youth /leader meeting early in January as we make our plans for all of this 
to come together to happen! 
 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE CONCERNING YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASSES Remember, during the winter 
month if the Neenah School District declares a Snow Day on Wednesdays of class, classes are canceled.  If 
you do not feel safe due to road conditions, then please notify Mrs. Wilson or pastor so that we know that you 
will not be present.   
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PLEASE CONTINUE TO REMEMBER THE TRINITY FOOD PANTRY in Menasha!   
Peace continues to support the Food Pantry……. you may help  by bringing your 
donations in and placing them by the north entry door on the rack or in the baskets.  
We will then be sure that it is delivered to the Food Pantry. 

Book Club does not meet in December. Our next meeting will be at Shellattes, 300 N. 
Commercial St., Neenah, on Saturday, January 12, 2019, at 10 a.m. 
 

We will be reviewing “Wyoming Kid,” by New York Times best-selling author Debbie 
Macomber. By mid-December, these books will be on the counter in the church 
library. More information will be available in the January Newsletter. Book Club is 
open to all “readers” and we invite you to join us at 10 a.m. on the second Saturday of 
each month at Shellattes. For more information please contact Jeanne Ralston, Carol 
Brandt, Barb Bergner or Carolyn Wagner. 
 

Christmas and New Year’s blessings to All 

Community Clothes Closet: We are still collecting new and gently used clothing for children 
(infant thru teen). The need is always there and always great. Especially needed are pants, 
shirts, sweatshirts, jackets and winter items such as coats, hats, gloves, boots and shoes. 
Think of this need as you do your fall cleaning and go through out-grown clothing. Items may 
be put in the manger in the back hall. Thank you and God bless you. 

Diaper Drive Coming in January!!! 

The Board of Social Ministry will be sponsoring a drive for diapers and other baby/toddler 

needs for Mother & Unborn Baby Care Inc. of Appleton. When you are 

Christmas shopping, think about purchasing something for those in 

need. Most needed items are the following: diapers sizes infant up to 4, 

5, 6, large pull-ups (4T & 5T), baby wipes, new or gently used (no stains) 

clothes sizes 12M, 18M, 2, 3, 4, 5, new baby bottles, and formula. Please 

place donations in the bassinet. 

ADVENT  MEAL  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dinner served 6:00P.M.—6:45 P.M. 

Wednesdays, Dec. 5, 12, & 19  
Worship Service at 7:00 P.M. 

 

December 5th:  The Sr. High Youth Group & Leaders will be serving the 1st Advent meal. Tacos 
and fixins’ along with salad and dessert. A free will offering will be taken at the door. Youth and 
parents are reminded to sign-up up to bring a dessert. Proceeds from this meal will go toward 
helping an area family in need have a Merry Christmas! All youth and leaders and parents will be 
needed to work on the 5th. 

 

December 13th: Our Men’s Ministry will be serving the second meal. Watch the bulletin for more 
information 

December 20th: Our LWML will be serving this third meal. Watch  the bulletin for information.    
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November Knitting Dates: 

Mon.  Dec. 3rd - 12:30  p.m. 

Mon., Dec. 17th -  12:30 p.m. 

Don’t know how to knit?  

Join us and we’ll teach you.  

Anyone interested is invited to 

YEAH! The OWLS have landed and we're having a HOOT!!! 
YEAH OWLS 
Y(young) E(especially) A(at) H(heart)  O(older) W(wiser) L(livelier) S(saints). 
Our December YEAH OWLS get together will be moved to the second Thursday, 

December 13, 2018 and will include a white elephant gift exchange and Christmas 

Carol charades. Please bring a wrapped gift, something practical, useless, or silly. 

Search your closets, drawers, cupboards, basement, or garages for something no 

longer of use to you. One man’s trash is said to be another man’s treasure, or perhaps just plain 

funny.  We begin at 11:00 AM with lunch served promptly at 11:30 AM. At noon we will have our 

program.  Signup sheets will be in the Narthex two weeks prior to the December 13
th
 meeting. 

Make sure to sign up. We want to see you there and you can even bring a friend.  

VITAL    STATISTICS     

Number of Baptized Souls:483; Number of Confirmed Souls: 408; Number of Families: 249 
 

Transfers In: 
Raymond Rast 
Ashley Seitz, Haylee & Logan 

MOPS is an international organization that exists to encourage, 
equip, and develop every mother to realize her potential as a 
woman, mother and leader in the name of Jesus Christ.  

Neenah MOPS will be meeting on  Tues., Dec. 11th from 8:45 to 11 A.M.   

The Giving Tree 
  As is our tradition, we will again have our annual Christmas Giving Tree in 
the Narthex.  This year we will be collecting for the 2018 Brigade’s 
Christmas, serving financially disadvantaged families in our community. 
 

You will find tags of various items on the tree.  After taking a tag, please purchase 
the item and place it under the tree on or before Sunday, December 9

th
.  Gifts must 

be at the Brigade by Dec 13
th 

and should not be wrapped. Your generosity is much 
appreciated this time of year. 

Trinity Menasha: Applications are Being Accepted- for the Church Administrative Assistant po-
sition at Trinity, Menasha.  Please contact the Church Office (722-2662) for more information.   
Applications are Being Accepted- for the position of Business Manager at Trinity, 
Menasha.  Please contact the Church Office (722-2662) for more information. 

Removed:  
Paul & Barbara Huebner 
Gordon & Cynthia Johnson 

Funeral:  

Carrie Hittle 

Address Changes: 

Rhys Woller   Ruth Fischer               Zachary Borowski 

7005 Highland Dr #6 Forest Parkway Senior Living  10413 NW 87th St 

Wausau, WI 54401  3959 Forest Parkway Apt 232  Kansas City, MO 64153-3666 

    North Tonawanda, NY 14120 

Flower Chart: The 2019 

flower chart is up on 

the bulletin board in 

the middle hallway. 

http://gallery.yopriceville.com/var/albums/Free-Clipart-Pictures/Christmas-PNG/Large_Transparent_Deco_Christmas_Tree_Clipart.png?m=1380751200
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December 10- Pilgrimage of Adoration at Bridgewood.  Forms are available in the 
Narthex. Please return by Dec. 3rd to Lynne Schroeder 

 

Bethesda Lutheran Communities. Bethesda ministries enhance the lives of people 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities, with services that share the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. They provide homes and support, promoting awareness and advocating for 
over 1,900 people in 13 states. Bethesda is able to nourish relationships and grow their network to 
support people of all abilities with their faith journey. Grant funds of $100,000 will be used to 
support ministry consultant travel. 

 

Camp LuWiSoMo Scholarships. Attending Camp LuWiSoMo provides a beautiful and peaceful 
environment for children to enjoy God’s creation and grow in their faith and relationship with Jesus 
Christ. The South Wisconsin District is currently working on a $20,000 grant to fund scholarships, 
and supplement fees for children of low income families, to grow from this experience.  
 

Mite Collection. The congregation will have an opportunity to assist with these mission efforts 
January 5 & 6, when mites are collected during services. 
 

January Mission Guild Gathering. All confirmed women are invited to join us on January 14, at 
6:30pm. Sandra Brown will share her experiences of raising a deaf child. Our mission offering will 
help support the LCMS South Wisconsin District Deaf Ministry. Light refreshments will be served 
following the presentation. 
 

Winter Getaway, February 1&2, 2019. Join us at Wintergreen Resort and Conference Center, 
Wisconsin Dells, for bible studies, that focus on "Courage, Wisdom and Strength through Christ for 
the Journey". Mark your calendars. 

Lori Kleinschmidt 12/3   Marise Bailey 12/21 
Monica Jeske 12/4    Carol Brandt 12/30 
 

Peace Puppets. This group of "young at heart" adult puppeteers performed 
skits and songs, and interacted with senior residents, and shared His Love 
with 150 people at 7 area facilities and August - November. Thanks and 
praise to the following volunteers for reaching out and sharing His love: 
Marise Bailey, Barb Bergner, Diane Hahn, Kaye and Gary Hobart,  
Monica Jeske, Jeanne Ralston, Paulette Stecker, Luanne and Jerry Thorson, 
and Joanne Wilson. I feel so blessed to be part of this group ministry. 

"THE PUPPET LADY" 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow” THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

From the Timeless Treasure Bazaar committee. Thank you to all of you who baked, 

crafted, helped bake and decorate cutout cookies, set up, worked the day of, cleaned 

up, shopped, and prayed for us. We know each and every one of you participated in 

some way or another. We could not do it without all the dedicated people we have at 

our church. The exact dollar amount raised and the charities we are donating to this 

year will be announced at church and in the December bulletins. Where to disperse 

the money in our church has not been decided yet. Next years bazaar will be 

Saturday, December 7th. It's never too early to start planning and making items. 

Again, thank you so much for all your efforts. Kris Belongia and the Bazaar 
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MIDWEEK ADVENT – CHRISTMAS – NEW YEAR’S EVE 
  SCHEDULE 2018 

 

Our Regular Weekly Worship Schedule 
 

Saturdays at 5:00 P.M. & Sundays at 9:00 A.M. 
 

Midweek Advent Services - Overall Theme: “What Child is This?” 
 

A Light Supper will be served prior to each Midweek Advent Service.   
Serving will begin at 6:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Wednesday, December 5 (7:00 P.M.) 
Theme: “The Child Who is Zechariah’s Hope” 
 

Wednesday, December 12 (7:00 P.M.) 
Theme: “The Child Who is a Virgin’s Great Son” 
 

Wednesday, December 19 (7:00 P.M.) 
Theme: “The Child Who is John’s Joy” 
 

Live Nativity 
 

Friday, December 14 (6:00 P.M.) 
 

Christmas Eve 
Children’s Service  
Monday, December 24 (4:00 P.M.) 
Theme: “What Child is This” 
 

Candlelight: A Service of Song and Lessons 
Monday, December 24 (7:00 P.M.) 
Theme: “God’s Love For Us” 
 

Christmas Day 
 

Tuesday, December 25 (9:00 A.M.) 
Theme: “The Child Who is the Lord”’ 

 
New Year’s Eve 

 

Monday, December 31 (6:00 P.M.) 

HAITI-SPONSOR-A-CHILD 
Time to renew your sponsorship for your Haitian children. If you have a heart for 
these children, but cannot afford an individual sponsorship, any amount toward 
our church sponsorship would be a blessing. Let’s show our love for the children 
as Jesus did!  We need a total of $240 to renew the sponsorship for one year. 

Bondye beni ou! God bless you 
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RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Reaching Out . . . Serving Jesus . . . Celebrating His Love 

 

FAX 

(920) 725-0625 

 

e-mail  
pastor@peaceneenah.com 

Web site: www.peaceneenah.com 
 

Worship Services 
 

Sat. 5:00 p.m. 

Sun. 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 Bible Study 

10:30 a.m.  Sundays  

 

A Blessed Christmas 

From the Staff of  

Peace Lutheran Church 
 

     ~ Pastor ~ 
Rev. Ricky P. Schroeder 

~ Lay Director of Youth~ 
Anne Wilson 

~ Organists ~ 
Janelle Bonson, Courtney Kurtz  

Don McDermott 
~ Choir Director ~ 

Brian Hallman 

~ Administrative Assistants~ 
Grace Schmall & Kathy Ehlert 

~ Maintenance ~ 
Todd Oppermann (Inside) 

David Henneman (Outside) 

Peace Lutheran Church 

1228 S. Park Avenue, 

Neenah, WI 

 

Step back in time 

and  

experience the Live 

Nativity! 
Friday, December 14, 2018 

6:00 – 7:30 P.M. 


