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About the Cover: Our life as the Children of God is a pure
and beautiful gift. Christ has loved us by dying on the
cross for our sins, putting our interests above His own.
Because of Christ, we also are free to p.t+ the interests of
others before our own. In turn, the Lord has placed the
beautiful gifts of love and service into our hands so we
can share them with our neighbors.



Energizing Encouragement

PREPARATION
LSB 821 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” v. 1-3
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution
P Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and ask
His gracious forgiveness.

C We now confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of
heaven and before one another, that we are sinful human beings
by nature and by deed. We have not always put God first and
have too much followed the desires of our own hearts. We have
used His holy name in ways that do not honor Him. We have been
careless in our devotion and have not always honored those in
authority over us. We have done violence to others in word and
deed and have not always kept our thoughts, words, and deeds
pure and honorable. We have taken what is not ours and have
spoken that which is not helpful or true. We have wished for that
which is not rightfully ours and have not put the best construction
on all things and on all people. We pray God to have mercy on us,
to forgive us all our sins, and to bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

P Spare them, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are
penitent, according to Your promises declared in Jesus Christ, our
Lord. The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness,
and remission of all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



WORD

Introit Psalm 147:1-5; antiphon: v. 6
P The LORD lifts up the humble;
He casts the wicked to the ground.

C Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God;
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.

P The LORD builds up Jerusalem;

He gathers the outcasts of Israel.
C He heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds.

P He determines the number of the stars;
He gives to all of them their names.

C Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
His understanding is beyond measure.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P The LORD lifts up the humble;
He casts the wicked to the ground.

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray.
God of love, by Your grace we have come to hear Your Word. Grant
that we may ever find in it our greatest treasure and hold fast to it as a



lamp to our feet and a light to our path, through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

'The word of the LORD came to me: >“What do you mean by repeating
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? *As I live, declares the
Lord GoD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. “Behold,
all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is
mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . .

2“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear now, O house of
Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 2When a
righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he
shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. ’Again,
when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed
and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. *Because he
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had
committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. *Yet the house of Israel
says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, are my ways
not just? Is it not your ways that are not just?

3%“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to
his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. *'Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart
and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? **For I have no
pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and
live.”

R This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.




Psalm

Psalm 25:1-10

R To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul.

Women:

Men:

Women:

Men:

Women:

Men:

Women:

Men:

C

Epistle

O my God, in You I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my
enemies exult over me.

Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame, they shall be
ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.

Make me to know Your ways, O LORD, teach me Your paths.
Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my
salvation; for You I wait all the day long.

Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they
have been from of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according

to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your goodness,
O LORD!

Good and upright is the LORD; therefore He instructs sinners in the
way.

He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble His
way.

All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for
those who keep His covenant and His testimonies.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18

'If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy

by

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and

of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count



others more significant than yourselves. ‘Let each of you look not only to
his own interests, but also to the interests of others. . . .

14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, ’that you may be
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a
crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the
world, '®holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may
be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. "Even if I am to be
poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I
am glad and rejoice with you all. '®Likewise you also should be glad and
rejoice with me.

R This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Verse Matthew 28:18b
P Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
C All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.
P Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23-32
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

2When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority
are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 2Jesus
answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the
answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 2*The
baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?”
And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From
heaven,’ he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?’ °But if
we say, ‘From man,” we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that
John was a prophet.” ?’So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And
he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these
things.




28“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” *And he answered, ‘I
will not,” but afterward he changed his mind and went. 3*°And he went to
the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but did not
go. 3'Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. **For John came to
you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it,
you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with
the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He
rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life ¥ of the world to come. Amen.



LSB 537 “ Beautiful Savior”

Sermon

“Be All You Can Be in Christ” 1 Corinthians 15:10

Offering

Offertory LSB 789 “Praise and Thanksgiving”

Prayer of the Church

P

Gathered as God’s people in supplication, let us pray for the whole
Church.

Gracious Father, we beseech You for Your Holy Church. Fill it with
all truth and peace. Where it is in error, reform it; where it is in need,
supply it; where it is right, strengthen and confirm it; and where it is in
conflict, heal its divisions. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Let us pray for the world in which we live.

Lord of all the worlds that are, Savior of mankind, we pray for the
whole creation. Order the unruly powers, crush every tyranny, rebuke
injustice, feed and satisfy the nations that we, laboring as Your people,
may enjoy the good world that You have made and bring glory to
Your name. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Let us pray for the sick and the sorrowing.

O God of all comfort, we commend to You all who are afflicted in any
way, [especially . . .]. Grant them the consolations they need and

assure them that nothing can separate them from Your love. Lord, in
Your mercy,




C hear our prayer.

P Let us pray for our students and all places of learning; let us also pray
for friends and family.

O God our Father, bless all our students and teachers and the places
where they learn. Inspire and encourage teachers and school
administrators with a sense of purpose and responsibility that all may
grow in grace. Bless those whom we love and enable us to love those
whom You have blessed, that, drawing close to You, we may be
drawn closer to one another. With gratefulness, we remember the
saints who have gone before us and now are in Your eternal care.
Teach us to follow in their ways of faith. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Almighty God, since You have given us grace at this time with one
accord to make our common supplications to You and have promised
to hear us, fulfill our petitions as may be best for us according to Your
grace and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
C Amen.

SACRAMENT

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C Wel lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.



Proper Preface

P It is truly good, right, and proper that we should give thanks to You, O
Lord, for in Jesus Christ, the Servant of all, You have shown Your
saving love and have given us Your Word to bless and encourage us.
Grant that, undeterred by persecution or scorn, we may live in
humility and faithfulness, anticipating that time when Jesus, who is
our host at this Holy Meal, serves in Your kingdom as the master of
the great and eternal heavenly banquet. Pour out Your Holy Spirit
upon us that we may rejoice in the gifts before us and praise You with
thankful hearts.

C Amen.

Sanctus
Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy” (Tune “Nicaea” LSB 507)

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Day and night we join to praise

Your love and majesty.

You alone are holy, worthy, and righteous.
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!

We rejoice to join the hymns

Of earth and sky and sea.

Generations praise You, with saints and angels.
Holy and bless’d through all eternity.

Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This
do in remembrance of Me.”



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body
and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the
tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your
kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:9—13)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.



Distribution Hymns

LSB 637 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”
LSB 528 “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

LSB 643 “Set Forth by God’s Blessing”

Post-Communion Thanksgiving

P Let us pray.
Grant that Your Son’s body and blood, O Lord, which You have given
us to eat and to drink, may abide in us as our source of strength and
encouragement, as we continue on our pilgrim journey through this
world to Your heavenly kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, forever and ever.

C Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
C Amen.

LSB 821 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” v. 4-5

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4.
Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Membership Covenant

In order for the congregation and the Leadership to deal effectively with
issues in the congregation, the following guidelines are to be followed:

1.

All members affirm their right to express their opinions about the life
and ministry of the congregation.

. The congregation operates with a direct democracy form of government

that allows members to share their opinions directly with the pastor,
leadership, committees, and congregational meetings.

. When members of the congregation express an opinion to leadership,

the leadership person shall ask, “What would you like me to do with this
information?”

When members of the congregation express an opinion to a leadership
team member, the member shall be invited to bring the
information/opinion to the next council meeting. The time and date shall
be given. '

If the member does not wish to appear in person, the leadership
member shall ask the member for permission to use their name in
reporting. If permission is not given, the leadership member shall say,
“I’m sorry, but I will not be able to report this to the council since we do
not deal with anonymous letters or comments.”

If permission is given, the leadership member shall report the
information/opinion to the leadership team and use the members name.
At his/her discretion, a leadership member may ask that the member
refer this issue to another member for presentation.

. Each issue shall be placed on the agenda and written in the minutes

along with the action taken by the leadership. Action may include:
“Received as information,” “Pastor and /or President to visit member
and report at next meeting,” etc.

Opinions may be shared in writing with the council and shall be
handled in the above mentioned manner if the letter or statement is
signed. While the covenant uses language regarding the leadership
team, the same procedures apply to all boards and committees. May the
Spirit give us grace to grow as a healthy congregation



KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS...

e Peace and Harmony in our Church

e Unspoken Prayers

e For patience and guidance as our Congregation seeks to
receive the call of a Pastor to serve Peace and Bethlehem.

e Paul and Grace Rath for comfort and healing.

e Jamie Hart was in an ATV accident, He is out of the Coma
and in Rehab. Prayers for continuing healing and comfort.

e Linora Rittenhouse has a broken femur and is in Rehab at
Good Samaritan.

e Cheryl Doyle is home and healing.
e Steve Hert for Healing

For those battling cancer:

Mary Ackerman Rachel Snyder Eric Ragot
Joe Koreis Barbara Peter Jaclyn Freeborn
Robert Phillips Louise Jackie Henneghan
Lisa McCloud Julie Colgan Shirley Davis
Birthdays for | {:’nnll(v e;'s(:)lr:elsnfor.
Week of Oct 1% : e ;
None for this Week
Keegan Green 10/1
Carol Heidt 10/6
Steve Hert 10/7
Attendance: Offerings:
9/24/23: 39 $ 640.00
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