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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

September 27, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 

We always want to know why. The rulers of the people wanted to know why 

Jesus was saying what He said and doing what He did. But Jesus challenged 

them with His Word and with the prophetic voice of John the Baptist. Why did 

they not listen, and why did they not repent? Why do we not listen and repent? 

Jesus told a parable of two sons—one whose words were yes but his heart was 

no, and the other whose words were no but whose heart said yes. We are called 

to listen. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and we shall be saved. 
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 PREPARATION  

 

HYMN                               “There Is A Redeemer” [LSB 971] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_YM_hYzcPo  

 

 

 

 
 

© 1982 Birdwing Music; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010955. 

 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 25:6–7; 147:6 
 

Pastor: The LORD lifts up the humble; 

People: He casts the wicked to the ground. 
 

Pastor: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love 

People: for they have been from of old. 
 

Pastor: Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

People: according to Your steadfast love, remember me, for the sake of 

Your goodness, O LORD! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_YM_hYzcPo
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord 

be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all 

honor and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, 

confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE           “Listen, God Is Calling” [LSB 833] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okCtcLjI8us  

 

 

 

 
 

© Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010955. 

Public domain 

 

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
 

(The Lord takes no pleasure in the death of anyone, so turn to Him.) 

The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you[a] mean by repeating this 

proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and 

the children's teeth are set on edge’? 3 As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this 

proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Behold, all souls are mine; the 

soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall 

die. 

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: 

Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26 When a righteous 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okCtcLjI8us
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+18%3A1-32&version=ESV#fen-ESV-20852a
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person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; 

for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27 Again, when a wicked person 

turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and 

right, he shall save his life. 28 Because he considered and turned away from all 

the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 
29 Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of 

Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 

30 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his 

ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, 

lest iniquity be your ruin.[d] 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that 

you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why 

will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of 

anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Psalm 91:11; 103:1 
 

Reader: He will command His angels concerning you 

   to guard you in all your ways. 

People: Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

   and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

 

EPISTLE Philippians 2:1–18 
 

(At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow.) 

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by 

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 

others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his 

own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among 

yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,[a] 6 who, though he was in the form 

of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,[b] 7 but emptied 

himself, by taking the form of a servant,[c] being born in the likeness of men. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+18%3A1-32&version=ESV#fen-ESV-20880d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1%E2%80%9318&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29380a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1%E2%80%9318&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29381b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1%E2%80%9318&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29382c
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8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 

to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted 

him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father. 

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in 

my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with 

fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work 

for his good pleasure. 

14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be blameless 

and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 

twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding 

fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not 

run in vain or labor in vain. 17 Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering 

upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 
18 Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE  Matthew 28:18b 
 

People: Alleluia. All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

Me. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23–32 
 

(Which of the two did the will of his father?) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are 

you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus answered 

them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I 
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also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 The baptism of John, 

from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it 

among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why 

then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of 

the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27 So they answered 

Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 

authority I do these things. 

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, 

‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but 

afterward he changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to the other son and 

said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 31 Which of the two 

did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I 

say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God 

before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did 

not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And 

even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe 

him. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” [LSB 704 ] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haWTZw38qWM  

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

God’s Good Pleasure! 
Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 

 

With the dear one we love, with the people we see every day, we know what 

makes them happy. We figure out what pleases them. What gives God 

pleasure? What makes God happy? Joyful worship. Obedience. Prayer. Faith. 

Love. 

All these are parts of the larger answer God gives to that question through the 

prophet Ezekiel. But did you hear that delightful last sentence in today’s Old 

Testament Reading? “I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the 

Lord God; so turn, and live” (v 32). 

What Is God’s Good Pleasure? That You Live! 

I.  The Bible’s every page tells God’s delight in life. 

The Bible’s every page tells God’s delight in life. In the beginning, “the Lord 

God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haWTZw38qWM
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breath of life, and the man became a living creature” (Gen 2:7). And this “God 

so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life” (Jn 3:16). 

The joy of Jesus’ heart? He tells: “I came that [you] may have life and have it 

abundantly” (Jn 10:10). Jesus died to give you life. Jesus rose again to life to 

pour into you the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life. “We were buried 

therefore with [Christ] by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness 

of life” (Rom 6:4). 

Down to the Bible’s last chapter, “The Spirit and the Bride [the Church] say, 

‘Come.’ . . . Let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the 

water of life without price ” (Rev 22:17). 

At this font, the Holy Spirit does pour out life for you. At this table, the 

resurrected Jesus feeds us with his own living self. He is everlasting life. At 

this pulpit, the Father speaks into your heart new life. What is God’s good 

pleasure? That you live! 

II. People chasing their own pleasures is to blame for death. 

Why do people die? Why sometimes do I feel dead inside? Why do some go 

down to damnation, the horror of never-ending death? Does death give God 

pleasure? Never! People chase their own pleasures; that’s the killer! The Lord 

says in our text, “Turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin” 

(Ezek 18:30). 

God designed us for life, even life like his own. His life overflows with self-

giving love. But what if we live to please the self? James describes the twisted 

details. “Each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own 

desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is 

fully grown brings forth death” (James 1:14–15). Selfish desire impregnates us 

with the killer. Sin births death! 

The sinner believes “I must make myself happy.” He works and works to get 

a life. Yet his sin earns only more of the unhappy wage. “For the wages of sin 

is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 

6:23). God once and for always delights freely to give you life. 

Ezekiel’s God could not be more clear. “As I live, declares the Lord God . . . 

all souls are mine . . . : the soul who sins shall die” (Ezek 18:3–4). Turn down 

his gift of life and you’re a goner, gone forever. Yet today, the living God still 
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calls to us: “Turn to me, and live!” 

“We know all that,” Ezekiel’s hearers gripe. “Sin brings death, yes. Right 

here see how God isn’t fair! Our grandparents fifty years ago followed that 

wicked King Manasseh (2 Kings 21). They worshiped idols. They shed 

innocent blood. They offered their own children in sacrifice. And still they 

lived as prosperous and free! Our parents these last fifteen years followed our 

recent evil kings (2 Ki 23:31–24:20). They, too, turned away from the true 

God—those twisted people that they were. But God gave them their homeland! 

Now see our generation, Ezekiel. We’re exiles, slaves of Babylon! Why does 

God give us this grief? We aren’t perfect; but we aren’t as bad as our perverse 

parents!” 

Ezekiel’s people quoted a lame excuse that had become proverbial: “The 

fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge” (Ezek 

18:2). “Nothing bad happened to our fathers. Chomping sour grapes, for them 

life was sweet, delicious. But for us, their innocent children? We’re the ones 

grinding our teeth, sick to our stomach!” 

Six hundred years before Jesus, Ezekiel was hearing the blame game. God 

had heard people pass the hot potato ever since Adam. “It’s not my fault. 

Blame the woman whom you gave to be with me!” Eve, too, bounced her 

blame. “The serpent deceived me” (see Gen 3:12–13). 

Do people play the blame game today? “I’m a victim of circumstances 

beyond my control.” Every one of us could name some culprits. “My life is not 

fair!” Who could blame you for griping? 

Who could blame God if he ignored our excuses? His mutinous, murderous 

creation he could have abandoned. No! Like a friend heart-struck by 

accusation, God defends himself even to us: “You say, ‘The way of the Lord is 

not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it  

not your ways that are not just?” (Ezek 18:25). “You blame others for your 

own evil. My justice stands true!” “When a righteous person turns away from 

his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it” (v 26). No excuses! 

The injustice that he has done—his sin—will kill him; not somebody else. 

Still, God says, “When a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he 

has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life” (v 27). 

God is ever eager to forgive, to give life! God declares, “Because he 

considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, 
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he shall surely live; he shall not die” (v 28). 

“Yet . . . Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O . . . Israel, are my 

ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? Therefore I will judge you, 

O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord God” (vv 

29–30). 

God promises, “You will not be punished for your parents’ sins, not for any 

others’ wrong. You are responsible for yourself!” Am I to say, “Woohoo! 

That’s fair. I will not be blamed for other people’s evil. I am accountable only 

for my own sin”? It is true. I don’t want to die—not for others’ sin, and not for 

my own sin! 

God commands, “Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity 

be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 

committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit” (vv 30–31)! 

That’s the problem! Where can I cast my transgressions away from myself? 

How? My twisted old heart wants to get away with what I want. My heart is 

dying, dead. My old spirit is selfish. The wind is knocked out of me. Could a 

heart surgeon transplant a heart into herself? How can I make myself new? 

Who can rescue me from myself? 

III. But God’s pleasure is still to turn us that we may live. 

In his very command, hear God’s promise! He will do for us what we cannot 

do for ourselves. “Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure 

in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live” (vv 31–32). 

Only you can “create in me a clean [new] heart, O God.” Only you can 

“renew a right spirit within me” (Ps 51:10). Turn us away from ourselves. Turn 

us to you. Away from our sin, turn us to your forgiveness. Away from our 

deserved death, turn us to your gift of life! 

To you and me, the resurrected Jesus has given the Good News that changes 

everyone. We know what pleases God. “God so loved the world, that he gave 

his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 

life” (Jn 3:16). God gives life! 

Let’s pray: Heavenly Father, you take no pleasure in the death of anyone. All 

my blame you put on Jesus. By your Spirit, keep me turned to you. May my 

life, may every life, forever praise you! Amen. 

 

 



12 

APOSTLES' CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen 
 

OFFERING TO THE LORD’S WORK IS GATHERED 

 

OFFERTORY     “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” [LSB 655] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSoP-MF6Zs0  
 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSoP-MF6Zs0


13 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: As You have promised, Lord, hear Your people when they call, and 

answer us according to Your mercy.  Almighty Father, You take no 

pleasure in the death of anyone. As John the Baptist once called a 

people to repentance and faith, so raise up voices within Your Church 

today to call a world to turn from their sins and live through faith in 

Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Almighty Father, You are gracious and merciful without end. Deliver 

us from a spirit of complaint, and keep us from grumbling at Your 

call to serve You with all that we are and all that we have. Grant us 

grace to fulfill our baptismal calling where You have placed us and 

according to the vocations given to us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Almighty Father, Your power continues to uphold all things. Give 

Your blessing to our president, Congress, governor, and state 

legislature. Guide all who make, administer, and judge our laws that 

they be in accord with Your commands and give protection to the 

unborn, the aged, and the oppressed. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Almighty Father, You know our enemies and those whose purpose is 

set against Yours. Give Your blessing to all who defend our nation 

here and abroad and to all emergency personnel and disaster workers 

who come to our aid in time of need. Guide the nations in the paths of 

peace and deliver us from terror and violence. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Almighty Father, You have given us healing, comfort, and peace in 

Christ, especially in times of illness, affliction, depression, and 

sorrow. Hear us on behalf of [names, and] all who suffer any need. 

Grant them grace sufficient to sustain them in their hour of trouble 

and at last deliver them into the perfect rest of Your eternal presence. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Almighty Father, You give good gifts to Your people. Keep us from 

ingratitude and guide us to use the resources entrusted to us for the 

good of the Kingdom. Accept the tithes and offerings we bring to 

You this day with the worship of our praise and thanksgiving. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom 

we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.   People:  Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen 
 

 

BENEDICAMUS 
 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN                “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” [LSB 922] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjM18fEzD60    

 

 

 

 
 

© 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010955.  Public domain 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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