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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD:  CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

December 24, 2014 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN        “Angels from the Realms of Glory” [LSB 367] 
Public domain 
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INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES     Isaiah 9:6; Luke 2:14 
 

Pastor: For to us a child is born, 

People: to us a son is given; 
 

Pastor: And His name shall be called 

People: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 

Pastor: Everlasting Father, 

People: Prince of Peace. 
 

Pastor: “Glory to God in the highest, 

People: and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

CONFESSIONAL HYMN      “O Little Town of Bethlehem” [LSB 361] 
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Public domain 

 

Pastor: Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

People: We confess to You that we are sinful by nature and by choice. We 

have broken the peace of Your good creation and transgressed 

the boundaries You have established for Your creatures. We can 

only be brought back to You by the life, death, and resurrection 

of Your incarnate Son, the God-man, Jesus. For His sake, we ask 

for Your mercy and forgiveness and for the filling of the Holy 

Spirit that we may follow Jesus all our days. 
 

Pastor: In the baby Jesus born in Bethlehem, the almighty Creator God has 

become human to bring humanity into a relationship of love with 

Himself, and for the sake of Jesus forgives you all your sins. 

Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I bring you good news that will cause great  
joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of 

David a Savior has been born to you;  
he is the Messiah, the Lord.”  Luke 2:10b-11 
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 WORD  

 

HYMN                             “O Come, All Ye Faithful” [LSB 379] 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

Father of all, on this silent, holy night You have given to all people 

the gift of infinite worth, Your only-begotten Son, Jesus. Grant that 

He who was heralded by angels and welcomed by shepherds may be 

born in our hearts by faith, that we may grow in Your grace following 

Him with all humility; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Isaiah 9:2–7 
 

(The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.) 

2 [a] The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

    on them has light shone. 
3 You have multiplied the nation; 

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4 For the yoke of his burden, 

    and the staff for his shoulder, 

    the rod of his oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

    and every garment rolled in blood 

    will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon[b] his shoulder, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?dc=2&utm_expid=13466113-14.7HxyD5XxTMyyfz37nhl-Gg.2&search=Isaiah+9%3A2%E2%80%937&version=ESV&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2F#fen-ESV-17832a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?dc=2&utm_expid=13466113-14.7HxyD5XxTMyyfz37nhl-Gg.2&search=Isaiah+9%3A2%E2%80%937&version=ESV&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2F#fen-ESV-17836b
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    and his name shall be called[c] 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 

    there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

    to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

HYMN          “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” [vs 1-4 LSB 358] 
 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?dc=2&utm_expid=13466113-14.7HxyD5XxTMyyfz37nhl-Gg.2&search=Isaiah+9%3A2%E2%80%937&version=ESV&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2F#fen-ESV-17836c
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EPISTLE     Titus 2:11–14 
 

(We await our blessed hope, the glory of our great God.) 
 

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our 

blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 

purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good 

works. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

HYMN          “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” [vs 12-15, LSB 358] 
 

12 And so it pleases You to see 

This simple truth revealed to me: 

That worldly honor, wealth, and might 

Are weak and worthless in Your sight. 
 

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart 

For You to dwell within my heart. 
 

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 

My lips no more can silence keep. 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 
 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 
 

Public domain 
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HOLY GOSPEL     Luke 2:1–20)            (The birth of Jesus) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when[a] Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And 

Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 

city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 

lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed,[b] who was with 

child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And 

she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 
10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 

great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for 

you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”[c] 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they 

saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 

child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But 

Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?dc=2&utm_expid=13466113-14.7HxyD5XxTMyyfz37nhl-Gg.2&search=Luke+2%3A1%E2%80%9320&version=ESV&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fdc%3D2%26search%3DTitus%2B2%253A11%25E2%2580%259314%26version%3DESV#fen-ESV-24967a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?dc=2&utm_expid=13466113-14.7HxyD5XxTMyyfz37nhl-Gg.2&search=Luke+2%3A1%E2%80%9320&version=ESV&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fdc%3D2%26search%3DTitus%2B2%253A11%25E2%2580%259314%26version%3DESV#fen-ESV-24970b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?dc=2&utm_expid=13466113-14.7HxyD5XxTMyyfz37nhl-Gg.2&search=Luke+2%3A1%E2%80%9320&version=ESV&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fdc%3D2%26search%3DTitus%2B2%253A11%25E2%2580%259314%26version%3DESV#fen-ESV-24979c


9 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” [LSB 380] 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

SERMON                 “God’s Gift For You”  Luke 2:1-20 
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HYMN OF RESPONSE            “What Child Is This” [LSB 370] 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Public domain 
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NICENE CREED 
 

All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for 

us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 

judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 

end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and 

I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to 

come.  Amen. 
 

 

OFFERING TO THE LORD’S WORK IS GATHERED 
 

(Members and guests, please fill out yellow attendance cards, found on back 

of pews, and place them in offering plate as the offering is gathered.) 
 

 

Special Music by Joan Stocker and Kayla Peterson 
 

 

OFFERTORY  
 

     Special Music by Peace Women’s Choir  -  “Away in a Manger” 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: On this holy night on which Christ was born, let us pray to the Lord 

on behalf of His people and for all people in Jesus’ name. 
 

Dear Father, in Jesus, You have given us a gift whose worth is 

beyond all telling. Help us in the busyness of this holiday season to 

not overlook or pass Him by, but rather help us to pause and kneel 

quietly before His manger and discover true joy through beholding 

Your Son as Christ our Lord. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 

HYMN                           “Joy to the World” [vs 1, LSB 387] 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Pastor: Dear Father, for all who face this Christmas overwhelmed by loss, 

pain, suffering, hunger, or loneliness, we ask Your kindness and the 

presence of Your Holy Spirit. In beholding Jesus as the light of the 

world, ignite the spark of hope in the hearts of all who are in need. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Dear Father, for Your people around the world who gather this night 

in remembrance of Your gift for us in Jesus, we pray Your blessing 

and peace. May all who proclaim the good news of Jesus this 

Christmas do so with great joy that becomes infectious within all who 

hear Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 

HYMN                           “Joy to the World” [vs 2, LSB 387] 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Pastor: Dear Father, wherever the good news of the Savior’s birth is 

repressed and those who tell it are persecuted, we ask You to turn the 

hearts of those responsible, including people in positions of civil 

authority. Grant to all earthly leaders humble receptivity and 

willingness to carry out Your will for the well-being of all citizens. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 

HYMN                           “Joy to the World” [vs 3&4, LSB 387] 
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Public domain 

 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 

The Pastor takes the light from the Christ candle and gives to the acolytes.  

They pass the light on to the congregation.  Tip only the unlighted candle.  Do 

not tip the lighted candle to avoid dripping the wax!  (Hold the candles 

straight up and the wax will not drip.) 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN                         “Silent Night, Holy Night” [LSB 363] 
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Public domain 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER     (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth 

 as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
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Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  
     Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN        “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” [LSB 366] 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 1. Copyright © 2014 

 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Poinsettias donated by… In Memory/Honor of… 
 

  

Jeanne Brandt Don Scott 

“ Burl Van Zant 

“ Rodney Scott 

“ Arland Brandt 

“ Leslie Scott-Hjelm 

“ Eric Hjelm 

“ Gene Bailey 

“ Clayton Van Kester 

“ Steve King 

“ Billie Van Zant-Kester-Bailey 

Mert Lehman Sylvia & Harry Lass 

Steve & Marcia Shotwell David & LaVonna Shotwell 

“ Whitey & Norma Dicus 

Tammy Peterson Connie Clements 

“ Davina & KayLaRae Ingram 

Randy & Sara Bicsak Charles & Helen Bicsak 

“ Ragan Tucker 

Tom & Carol Heidt Michelle Heidt 
  

 


