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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

“Where the Love of Christ is Shared” 
91 Wernex Loop, Selah, WA 98942 

Church office:  697-4353 
E-mail:  peacelutheranselah@gmail.com 

Website – peacelutheranchurch.360unite.com 
 

Pastor Mark Griesse 
 

VISITORS:  Please introduce yourself to Pastor Griesse and sign our 
Guest Book located in the narthex.  We ask that you fill out a green 
visitor card, found in the back of your pew, and give to an usher or put 
in the offering plate when offering is collected. 
 

NURSERY:  We have an infant nursery for parents to care for small 
children.  Ask an usher for assistance. 
 

If you have a prayer request, write it on the blue prayer card found on 
back of the pews, and give to an usher when offering is being collected. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD—EASTER DAY 
 

April 12, 2020 
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AS WE GATHER 
 

“Break down the wall that would divide Thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side” 

(LSB 844:2). The resurrection of Jesus on that first Easter morning was the 

greatest breaking down of walls ever experienced on this earth. In his Gospel 

account, Matthew tells that there was a great earthquake on that Easter Day. 

He also records that on the day that Jesus died, the earth shook and rocks were 

split. God was at work in shaking up the earth at the time of the crucifixion and 

resurrection of His Son, our Savior. And God is still breaking down walls—

walls that divide and separate people. Today we celebrate the forgiveness won 

for us and all people by Jesus, our all-powerful and victorious Lord. 

 

 

 PREPARATION  

 

HYMN                          “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” [LSB 466] 
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© 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010955.  Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 118:24; Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6, adapted 
 

Pastor: This is the day that the LORD has made; 

People: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Pastor: Christ has risen from the dead. Alleluia! 

People: God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor, 
 

Pastor: He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands; 

People: He has put all things under His feet. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Let us come before God in true repentance, seeking His mercy and 

forgiveness. 

O God our Father, we admit and confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean and that we have sinned against You in thought and in 

word and in deed. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
 

Pastor: We confess that we have not lived as Your followers but have sought 

to go our own ways in directions that have not brought glory to You 

or blessing to others. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
 

Pastor: We confess that Your love has not reached others through us in every 

situation, that there have been times in which we have been loveless, 

thoughtless, and judgmental toward others, unwilling to help our 

neighbors as we ought. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, Lord. 
 

Pastor: We confess that Your will has not been our priority at all times and 

that we have not always been defenders of the weak and helpless in 

our circle of family, neighbors, and friends and beyond. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, Lord. 
 

Pastor: We confess that we have not used every opportunity given to us to 

witness to the resurrection faith that is ours and have at times been 

slow to speak of the hope that is ours in Christ. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, Lord. 
 

Pastor: Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and 

may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will 

surely do it. Go in  peace.  People: Amen. 
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SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, You destroyed death and brought life and immortality to 

light. Grant that we who have been raised with Him may abide in His 

presence and rejoice in the hope of eternal glory; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

PEACE CHOIR “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”  (2nd Service Only) 
 

Choir sings verses 1-3 then congregation stands and joins in on verse 4 
 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! [LSB 457] 

Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 

Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 WORD  

 

FIRST READING Ezekiel 47:1-12 
 

(Water flowing from the Temple) 
 

47 Then he brought me back to the door of the temple, and behold, water was 

issuing from below the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple 

faced east). The water was flowing down from below the south end of the 

threshold of the temple, south of the altar. 2 Then he brought me out by way of 

the north gate and led me around on the outside to the outer gate that faces 

toward the east; and behold, the water was trickling out on the south side. 
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3 Going on eastward with a measuring line in his hand, the man measured a 

thousand cubits,[a] and then led me through the water, and it was ankle-deep. 
4 Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was 

knee-deep. Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and 

it was waist-deep. 5 Again he measured a thousand, and it was a river that I 

could not pass through, for the water had risen. It was deep enough to swim in, 

a river that could not be passed through. 6 And he said to me, “Son of man, 

have you seen this?” 

Then he led me back to the bank of the river. 7 As I went back, I saw on the 

bank of the river very many trees on the one side and on the other. 8 And he 

said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the 

Arabah, and enters the sea;[b] when the water flows into the sea, the water will 

become fresh.[c] 9 And wherever the river goes,[d] every living creature that 

swarms will live, and there will be very many fish. For this water goes there, 

that the waters of the sea[e] may become fresh; so everything will live where 

the river goes. 10 Fishermen will stand beside the sea. From Engedi to 

Eneglaim it will be a place for the spreading of nets. Its fish will be of very 

many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea.[f] 11 But its swamps and marshes will 

not become fresh; they are to be left for salt. 12 And on the banks, on both sides 

of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not 

wither, nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because 

the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and 

their leaves for healing.” 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 52 
 

52 Why do you boast of evil, O mighty man? 

    The steadfast love of God endures all the day. 
2 Your tongue plots destruction, 

    like a sharp razor, you worker of deceit. 
3 You love evil more than good, 

    and lying more than speaking what is right. Selah 
4 You love all words that devour, 

    O deceitful tongue. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+47%3A1-12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21683a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+47%3A1-12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21688b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+47%3A1-12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21688c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+47%3A1-12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21689d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+47%3A1-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+47%3A1-12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21689e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+47%3A1-12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21690f
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5 But God will break you down forever; 

    he will snatch and tear you from your tent; 

    he will uproot you from the land of the living. Selah 
6 The righteous shall see and fear, 

    and shall laugh at him, saying, 
7 “See the man who would not make 

    God his refuge, 

but trusted in the abundance of his riches 

    and sought refuge in his own destruction!”[b] 
8 But I am like a green olive tree 

    in the house of God. 

I trust in the steadfast love of God 

    forever and ever. 
9 I will thank you forever, 

    because you have done it. 

I will wait for your name, for it is good, 

    in the presence of the godly. 

 

EPISTLE Revelation 22:1-20 
 

(The River of Life) 
 

22 Then the angel[a] showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 

flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the 

street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life[b] with its 

twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were 

for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but 

the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship 

him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And 

night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord 

God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
 

6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the 

God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what 

must soon take place.” 

7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of 

the prophecy of this book.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+52&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14718b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A1-20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-31066a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A1-20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-31067b
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8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and 

saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to 

me, 9 but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you 

and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this 

book. Worship God.” 

10 And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, 

for the time is near. 11 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, 

and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.” 

12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each 

one for what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 

last, the beginning and the end.” 

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes,[c] so that they may have the right to 

the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the 

dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and 

everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the 

churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, 

“Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the 

water of life without price. 

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone 

adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if 

anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take 

away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in 

this book. 

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. 

Come, Lord Jesus! 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A1-20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-31079c
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HYMN                           “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” [LSB 474] 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010955. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 28:1–10 
 

(Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
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28 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a 

great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came 

and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and 

his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and 

became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, 

for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has 

risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he[a] lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell 

his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before 

you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed 

quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and 

took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN          “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” [Vs 1,2,5,7,8; LSB 461] 
 

 

 

 

 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A1-10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24198a
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7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 

Public domain 

 

 
Easter Sunday 

Tree of Life 
Psalm 52 (antiphon v 8); Ezekiel 47:1–12; Revelation 22:1–20; Matthew 28:1–10 

 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

An angel with a flaming sword guards the way to the tree of life. And no one 

may approach. And no one may taste of that fruit of life. Until today . . . when 

. . .. . . an angel, bright as lightning, shocks and awes those guarding the way to 

the place of death. And they flee. And now we may again taste of the tree that 

gives life. 

As we conclude our special sermon series, “Living among the Bible’s Trees,” 

in a sense we come full circle, returning to that precious tree once placed in the 

Garden of Eden, the tree of life. 

Considering the Tree of Life, We Realize That, Although on Account of Our 

Sin We Deserve to Be Barred from the Tree of Life, Jesus’ Cross Becomes Our 

Tree of Life and We Eat of Its Fruit. 

 I. On account of our sin, we deserve to be barred from the tree of life. 

The tree of life is mentioned not only at the beginning of Genesis and the end 

of Revelation but also, implicitly if not explicitly, in our First Reading from the 

Old Testament Book of Ezekiel (Ezek 47:1–12). It’s also explicitly mentioned 

in a couple of other places I’ll mention later. Before we go any further, 

however, we want to recognize that Ezekiel and Revelation, although with 

some differences, are largely what is called “apocalyptic literature”—literature 

consisting of highly symbolic, visionary, and prophetic pictures, used to reveal 



12 

things to believers but to conceal them from unbelievers. We believers are well 

positioned to understand Ezekiel and Revelation, as we heard more than six 

weeks ago from Genesis how God planted a garden in Eden, with the tree of 

life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in its midst. God 

commanded the man not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 

lest he die. But when the woman doubted the Word of God and she and her 

husband ate of it, God drove them from the Garden and placed cherubim with 

a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life (Gen 

2:8–9, 15–17; 3:1–24). 

In today’s Second Reading (Rev 22:1–20), we find that tree of life, as one 

author says, “transplanted, as it were, from Eden (Gen 3:9, 22, 24) and made 

available for the inhabitants of the coming new world.”29 In Revelation, the 

Genesis Garden of Eden paradise—especially its river and tree (Gen 2:9–17; 

3:1–7)—essentially merges with the holy city of God, the new Jerusalem. It is 

the place where believers will live as their blessed reward. In the new 

Jerusalem, there is a main street and a river running through the center of the 

city. On either side of the river is the tree of life30 (see also Rev 2:7) and so 

also access to what has been called its “wonderful, supraterrestrial food of 

immortality,”31 at least a figurative (if not also literal) way of expressing 

Christians’ share in the eternal life to come. In one Advent hymn (LSB 342:4), 

we call on Jesus to restore that lost paradise, to lead past the angels’ flaming 

sword, and to open heaven’s door. 

You and I may be among those who, at times if not always, think it’s unfair 

when we suffer the consequences of someone else’s actions, such as our being 

banished from Eden on account of the man and woman’s original sin. Of 

course, we are prone to overlook our own sin, on the basis of which God could 

cast us away from his presence in paradise and sentence us to eternal torment. 

As we heard in today’s Second Reading, outside the city are “the dogs and 

sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone 

who loves and practices falsehood” (Rev 22:15)—and that includes us in 

thoughts and sometimes words if not also in deeds! Just like Adam and Eve, 

we do not trust the divinely given status of God’s Word nor give it 

unconditional recognition and due obedience. On account of not only our 

sinful nature but also our actual sins, we deserve eternal torment apart from 

God, unless, as God calls and enables us to, we repent, believe, and receive his 

forgiveness for our sinful nature and actual sins, by grace through faith in Jesus 
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Christ. 

II. Jesus’ cross becomes our tree of life, and we eat of its fruit. 

Between Genesis, with the cherubim guarding the way to the tree of life, and 

Revelation, with the Lord granting us to eat of the tree of life, something 

changed! Genesis, Revelation, and the other sixty-four books of the Bible in 

between tell the prophecy and fulfillment of the woman’s Offspring, who 

suffers the bruising of his own heel (the loss of his own life for a time) but in 

the process bruises (or crushes) the serpent’s (the devil’s) head (ultimately for 

all time). In Ezek 47:12, Ezekiel saw a vision of God’s temple at the end of 

time. In Ezekiel’s vision, water was flowing from the temple. But in the vision 

St. John recorded in the Book of Revelation, after the saving work of Jesus 

Christ, the water is described as flowing from the throne of God and of the 

Lamb.32 The temple is no more, for God and the Lamb are the temple in the 

new heaven and earth (Rev 21:22). Even Ezekiel, however, may still have had 

a sense that a final sacrifice would have been made, as he omits from his 

complete vision some key sacrifices, such as that made on the Day of 

Atonement. 

Indeed, on the cross, Jesus, the Lamb of God, makes the only sacrifice 

needed to take away your sins and my sins and the sins of the whole world (Jn 

1:29, 36). Jesus himself was true God, called the Alpha and the Omega in the 

Second Reading, but Jesus also was the living Shoot or Branch from the 

seemingly dead stump of human Jesse’s tree. And the dead wood of Jesus’ 

cross in a sense becomes for us a tree of life, a living tree. Early Christian art 

saw such a close relationship, picturing the trunk of Jesus’ cross sprouting 

twigs and leaves like a living tree,33 and in today’s Office Hymn (LSB 561) 

author and Lutheran pastor Stephen Starke uses the cross as a bridge from the 

tree of life in the Garden of Eden of Genesis to the tree of life in the paradise 

of Revelation.34 On the tree of the cross, as we heard on Good Friday (Gal 

3:13), Jesus removed the curse from all humankind in general, and we are 

individually delivered from that curse through God’s Means of Grace. 

Today, at last, after all those millennia, we see the curse removed. We see the 

flaming sword quenched. We see again the way to that tree of life.  

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, 

there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from 
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heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance 

was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him 

the guards trembled and became like dead men. But the angel said to the 

women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 

crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place 

where he lay.” (Mt 28:1–6)  

Come! 

In Genesis, Ezekiel, and St. John’s visionary tours, water and the tree of life 

both figure prominently and depict salvation (see also Joel 3:18; Zech 14:8). 

The river of salvation has a miraculously increasing flow from the throne of 

God and of the Lamb (see Jn 7:37–38), bringing life to the otherwise dead Salt 

Sea, the lowest and saltiest body of water in the world. That river of salvation 

exists for us now in Holy Baptism, where we, who are dead in trespasses and 

sins (Eph 2:1, 5), are restored to life by God’s new covenant of transforming 

grace. In Baptism, we first receive God’s name, the sign of his holy cross upon 

our foreheads and our hearts to mark us as one redeemed by Christ the 

crucified (LSB, p 268). Our baptismal robes are washed white in the blood of 

the Lamb (Rev 7:14), and so we have the right to the tree of life. The desert 

touched by the river of salvation becomes ever-widening banks of a paradise 

filled with trees that yield a different kind of fruit each month and whose 

leaves are for the healing of the nations. Such trees of life exist for us now in 

the Sacrament of the Altar, where we in bread and wine eat and drink Christ’s 

living body and blood. Here and now, God satisfies our hunger and thirst as he 

will do for eternity, when we, delivered from the hands of our enemies, 

worship him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our 

never-ending days (Lk 1:74–75). 

I mentioned earlier that there were a couple of other places in the Bible that 

mention something along the lines of the tree of life, and all four of them are in 

the Book of Proverbs. In one, Wisdom is described as a tree of life so that 

those who lay hold of Wisdom—that is, we who believe—are blessed (Prov 

3:18). In a second, the fruits of righteousness—or, we might say, of the 

righteous—are described as a tree of life, as if for others (11:30). Likewise in a 

third, a gentle tongue, such as one that speaks the Gospel, is described as a tree 

of life (15:4). And finally, a fulfilled desire, such as that desire for eternal life, 

is described as a tree of life (Prov 13:12). All four of those things that God 
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brings about in us—wisdom, fruits of righteousness, a gentle tongue, and 

fulfilled desire—are beneficial to life.35 By God’s mercy and grace, we 

ourselves become, as we sang in Psalm 1 more than six weeks ago, trees 

planted by streams of water that yield their fruit in its season, and our leaves 

do not wither (Ps 1:3). As we sang in Psalm 52 today, while unbelievers 

ultimately are uprooted, we are like green olive trees in holy ground,36 

protected in God’s presence, for we trust in his steadfast love and mercy 

forever and ever (Ps 52:8–9). Considering the tree of life, we realize that, 

although on account of our sin we deserve to be barred from the tree of life, 

Jesus’ cross becomes our tree of life and we eat of its fruit. 

Our special Lenten and now Easter sermon series has been themed “Living 

among the Bible’s Trees.” We have considered nine different biblical trees, and 

each has been relevant to us. We have realized our need for a Savior, God’s 

provision of a Savior in the person of Jesus Christ, and how the saved lives of 

repentant believers look. By God’s mercy and grace for the sake of his Son, 

Jesus Christ, we live among the Bible’s trees now and for eternity. 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen 

 

APOSTLES' CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen 
 

 

OFFERING TO THE LORD’S WORK IS GATHERED 
 

(Guests, please fill out green visitor cards, found on back of pews, and place 

them in offering plate as the offering is gathered.) 
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OFFERTORY                 “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” [LSB 480] 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010955.  Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs: 
 

That the Church would live out its calling and that the resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus Christ be joyfully celebrated in all places, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: That the nations of the world find peace with justice in our time, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: That the abiding blessing of God rest upon our families, our 

neighborhoods, our places of business, and our schools, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: That those whose confession of the true faith leads to bodily peril or 

other sufferings know relief and deliverance from every danger, let us 

pray of the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: That all whose labor adds meaning and beauty to the life of the 

Church—the musicians, artists, craft workers, flower arrangers, and 

others—find joy and blessing in all that they do to the glory of God, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: That all those whose lives know specific challenges, including those 

who are ill and those who mourn, [including . . .], know heavenly 

benediction and strength for each day, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: That the memory of the faithful departed be held in reverence and 

honor by all of us as we await a time of resurrection and reunion at 

the close of the age, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
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Pastor: These things and all else that we should have asked on this day of 

holy rejoicing, grant to us, Lord, for the sake of our risen Savior Jesus 

Christ. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen 
 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN           “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia” [LSB 463] 
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