
HOLY THURSDAY 
April 9, 2020 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Holy Thursday begins the great three days that commemorate how God 

accomplished our salvation in Jesus Christ. The first part of the service is 

confession and forgiveness, the culmination of the Lenten season of 

repentance. Holy Thursday then recalls two central events leading up to Jesus’ 

death and resurrection. First is the Lord’s Supper. The Gospel tells of the Holy 

Thursday night when, during the Passover meal, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 

broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, “This is My body.” He then took 

the cup, blessed it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My blood of the new 

covenant.” The old covenant involved regular repeated animal sacrifice. This 

new covenant involves the once-for-all sacrifice of Jesus’ blood, which 

fulfilled the old covenant once for all. We now share this Meal regularly in 

remembrance of Jesus’ all-availing sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins. 

The second central event recalled tonight is the abandonment of Jesus by all 

who loved Him. This is remembered by the action of stripping the altar while 

Psalm 22 is sung or read. This reminder of how Jesus was forsaken also 

assures us that Jesus is with us at times when we feel forsaken. 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

HYMN   “When You Woke That Thursday Morning” [LSB 445] 
 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

OPENING  SENTENCES Psalm 116:1–5 

Pastor: Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. 

People: I love the LORD, because He has heard my voice and my pleas for 

mercy. 

Pastor: Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on Him as long 

as I live. 

People: The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold 

on me; 

I suffered distress and anguish. 



Pastor: Then I called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray, deliver my 

soul!” 

People: Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful. 

 

CONFESSION 

 

Pastor: People of God, we struggle against sin, death, and the power of the 

devil. We have intensified the struggle begun at Baptism to daily die 

with Christ and also to rise daily in Christ to live anew. In this struggle 

we have been reminded again that we are weak and Christ is strong. 

We need the forgiveness of our sins in order to live as the people God 

has called us to be.  Assured of God’s love for us through our Baptism 

into Christ, we confess our sin against God and our neighbors, so that 

we enter these three days, so central to our faith, reconciled to God and 

to one another. 

 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION Psalm 103:11–13 

 

Pastor: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His steadfast 

love toward those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so 

far does He remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows 

compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those 

who fear Him. By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Gracious God, Your covenant of love for us came to full 

fruition in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Guide us to be so moved by the depth of Christ’s new covenant of 

love, that we love You with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, 

and love our neighbor as ourselves; 

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 WORD  

 

PSALM      105:23-45  
 

23 Then Israel came to Egypt; 

    Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. 
24 And the LORD made his people very fruitful 

    and made them stronger than their foes. 
25 He turned their hearts to hate his people, 

    to deal craftily with his servants. 
26 He sent Moses, his servant, 

    and Aaron, whom he had chosen. 
27 They performed his signs among them 

    and miracles in the land of Ham. 
28 He sent darkness, and made the land dark; 

    they did not rebel[a] against his words. 
29 He turned their waters into blood 

    and caused their fish to die. 
30 Their land swarmed with frogs, 

    even in the chambers of their kings. 
31 He spoke, and there came swarms of flies, 

    and gnats throughout their country. 
32 He gave them hail for rain, 

    and fiery lightning bolts through their land. 
33 He struck down their vines and fig trees, 

    and shattered the trees of their country. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+105%3A23-45&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15635a


34 He spoke, and the locusts came, 

    young locusts without number, 
35 which devoured all the vegetation in their land 

    and ate up the fruit of their ground. 
36 He struck down all the firstborn in their land, 

    the firstfruits of all their strength. 
37 Then he brought out Israel with silver and gold, 

    and there was none among his tribes who stumbled. 
38 Egypt was glad when they departed, 

    for dread of them had fallen upon it. 
39 He spread a cloud for a covering, 

    and fire to give light by night. 
40 They asked, and he brought quail, 

    and gave them bread from heaven in abundance. 
41 He opened the rock, and water gushed out; 

    it flowed through the desert like a river. 
42 For he remembered his holy promise, 

    and Abraham, his servant. 
43 So he brought his people out with joy, 

    his chosen ones with singing. 
44 And he gave them the lands of the nations, 

    and they took possession of the fruit of the peoples' toil, 
45 that they might keep his statutes 

    and observe his laws. 

Praise the LORD! 

 

FIRST READING      Luke 13:1-9 
 

There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And he answered 

them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 

Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3 No, I tell you; but unless 

you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower 

in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders 

than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless 

you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 



6 And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and 

he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7 And he said to the vinedresser, 

‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find 

none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8 And he answered him, 

‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9 Then if 

it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

 

SECOND READING       Mark 11:12-25 

 
12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. 13 And 

seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything 

on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the 

season for figs. 14 And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you 

again.” And his disciples heard it. 

15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive 

out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the 

tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 16 And 

he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. 17 And he was 

teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called 

a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of 

robbers.” 18 And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were seeking a 

way to destroy him, for they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished 

at his teaching. 19 And when evening came they[a] went out of the city. 

20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its 

roots. 21 And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that 

you cursed has withered.” 22 And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in 

God. 23 Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and 

thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he 

says will come to pass, it will be done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever 

you ask in prayer, believe that you have received[b] it, and it will be 

yours. 25 And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything 

against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you 

your trespasses.”[c] 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “O Lord, We Praise Thee”  [LSB 617] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A12-25&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24653a
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Maundy Thursday 

Fig Trees 
Psalm 105:23–45 (antiphon v 43); Luke 13:1–9; Mark 11:12–25 

 

In our part of the world today, figs are well down the list of popular fruits. 

In fact, if it weren’t for Fig Newtons, many of us would probably never have 

thought of them at all. But in Bible times, in Palestine and the Near East, figs 

were no novelty for an occasional cookie or jam; they were food on the table 

the way apples or oranges might be for us today. Fig trees are among the first 

plants ever cultivated by humans, long before wheat or barley or beans. In 

fact, evidence of their domestication in the Jordan River Valley may be the 

first discovered example of agriculture. Fig trees grow well in poor soil. They 

can withstand drought. And they’re large; they can grow to a height of more 

than thirty feet and provide welcome shade in hot climates. 

It was fig trees and their fruit—or lack thereof—that we heard about in 

today’s readings. On this Maundy Thursday night, as we think especially of 

the fruit of the grape vine, we prepare to receive that blessed gift by 

continuing our special Lenten sermon series, “Living among the Bible’s 

Trees.” Today we consider fig trees. 

Considering the Fig Trees, We Realize That, Although We Do Not Always 

Bear the Fruits of Faith as We Should, God Brings Forth from Us Fruits in 

Keeping with Repentance. 

 I. We do not always bear the fruits of faith as we should. 

In the readings, we heard both St. Luke’s divinely inspired and unique 

report of Jesus’ parable that used a fig tree and also St. Mark’s report of Jesus’ 

later live experience with a fig tree (cf Mt 21:12–13, 18–22). In the First 

Reading, the parable using the fig tree illustrates the time for repentance that 

tragedies should prompt. In the Second Reading, Jesus dramatically enacts a 

living parable or takes prophetic action related to the judgment that comes 

when the time for repentance is over. In that case, the repentance and 

judgment seem to relate specifically to God’s people’s being full of activity 

but nevertheless unfruitful. 

People sometimes have a hard time with Jesus’ experience with the fig tree 

on the road from Bethany to Jerusalem. Some say the miracle is unworthy of 

the Lord, or that an innocent tree was unjustly the target of his wrath. Yet, 

Jesus is the Creator in human flesh, with the right to do with his creation as he 

knows best, and that particular tree, as it was by the road, may not have been 



anyone in particular’s tree. What’s more, with the leaves, there should have 

been early figs, indicators of the later figs to come; apparently, a tree without 

figs early on also will not have figs later. The Old Testament is also full of 

references to figs in related figures of speech. For example, through Hosea, 

the Lord says that he saw the people’s forefathers “like the first fruit on the 

fig tree in its first season” (Hos 9:10). And yet, as he says through Jeremiah, 

when the Lord would gather the people, there were no figs on the fig tree, 

even its leaves were withered, and what he had given them had passed away 

from them (Jer 8:13), as the figs and other fruit were taken away from the 

Egyptians and Canaanites in our Psalm. 

Are we like the unfruitful people God addressed through Hosea and 

Jeremiah and like the Jews of Jesus’ day, claiming to be religious but without 

any fruits of faith? Certainly we are like them according to our sinful nature, 

but God calls and enables us to bear fruit. Do we bear fruit as we should? If 

not, apart from repentance, we deserve the same kind of judgment they 

deserved. Like the fig tree on the road looked the next time the disciples saw 

it, God’s righteous wrath could totally dry us up to our very roots because we 

do not listen to him as we should (Hos 9:16–17). We face temporal 

consequences, including death, and eternal torment in hell if we do not first 

turn away from our sin, trust God to forgive our sin, and want to do better 

than to keep on sinning. Although our time for our self-examination and 

reflection of repentance will come to an end one way or another, yet in this 

Lenten season—today, right now—God is enabling and giving us every 

opportunity to produce fruits in keeping with repentance (e.g., Mt 3:10). And 

so, we each must ask ourselves this question as we prepare to come to the 

Lord’s Table tonight: Do I repent of my sins, truly intend to amend my sinful 

ways, and desire to receive Christ’s forgiveness? 

 II. God brings forth from us fruits in keeping with repentance. 

Today’s Psalm celebrated God delivering his people from slavery in Egypt, 

which pointed forward to his delivering his people both from exile in Babylon 

and, most important for us, from our slavery to sin and its eternal punishment. 

After his three-year ministry, Jesus took upon himself the punishment that we 

deserve and experienced that punishment on the cross for us, in our place. Out 

of his great love for us, Jesus lived the perfect life we fail to live and paid the 

penalty for our failure to live it. When we repent, God forgives our sin—our 

sinful nature, our failures to bear fruit as we should, and all our other sin, 



whatever our sin might be. God forgives it all by grace through faith for the 

sake of Jesus’ death on the cross. As we know from today’s Second Reading 

and related passages, “the largest promise applies even to the smallest 

faith.”21 By faith in Jesus Christ, we have the free forgiveness of sins, what 

might otherwise seem absurd or impossible,22 and we have that free 

forgiveness in what some might regard as absurd or impossible ways. 

Through the means of congregations today, God calls pastors to serve him 

by serving his people, as God once directly called the prophet Amos, who had 

been a dresser of sycamore fig trees (Amos 7:14). Such workers in the 

vineyard dig around the trees and put on manure, as it were, and wait another 

year before cutting down any unfruitful trees. 

That is to say, such workers in the vineyard read and proclaim God’s Word 

to all those gathered in his cleansed house of prayer. And, as appropriate, such 

workers in the vineyard apply that Word to individuals in Holy Baptism, in 

Holy Absolution, and in the blessed Sacrament of the Altar we celebrate 

tonight. For on this night, the night when he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 

Christ took bread and wine, and when he had given thanks he broke the bread, 

he passed the cup, and gave to them, gave to us, his very body and blood for 

the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. In each of these means, God brings 

forth from us fruit in keeping with repentance according to our various 

callings in life. As such “good figs,” the Lord plants us by giving us a heart to 

know that he is the Lord, and so we are his people and he is our God, as we 

return to him with our whole hearts (Jer 24:6–7). 

God’s people are often blessed with literal good figs from literal trees by 

those who grow them. But figurative good figs, if you’ll pardon the play on 

words—figurative good figs produced by repentance—are more wide 

ranging. The Second Reading might have us think of the figurative figs of 

forgiving our brothers and sisters in Christ, even as our Father in heaven 

forgives our sins: “And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have 

anything against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may 

forgive you your trespasses” (Mk 11:25; cf also Col 3:13). All such prayer in 

keeping with our powerful God’s will and nature is answered. 

Figurative figs are also service to God and one another through our 

volunteering to our congregation. Today’s Office Hymn by the Rev. Dr. 

Martin Luther referred to praising God’s worth “in all good works 

increasing.” Those are good figs, too, and the hymn connected our good 



works with the land itself bringing forth plenteous literal fruit (LSB 823:3). 

Whether or not the literal fig trees should blossom, however else we might be 

afflicted, yet we rejoice in the Lord and take joy in the God of our salvation 

(Hab 3:17–18). 

As we are “Living among the Bible’s Trees,” God calls and enables us to 

repent of our sin and freely forgives us of our sin for the sake of his Son, 

Jesus Christ. Considering the fig trees, we realize that, although we do not 

always bear the fruits of faith as we should, God brings forth from us fruits in 

keeping with repentance. 

With such repentance, we live each day in God’s forgiveness of sins, 

forgiving one another, for we have learned another lesson from the fig trees: 

to see the signs and know that our Lord’s final coming is very near (Mt 

24:32–35; Mk 13:28–31; Lk 21:29–33). By God’s grace, we are prepared and 

watching for it! Amen. 

 

NICENE CREED  
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and 

of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

   begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with 

the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 

of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 

under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day 

He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory 

to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 

is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 

for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life  of the world to come.  Amen. 
 



OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY  “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”  [LSB 422] 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Gathered by the love and remembrance of Jesus, we offer our prayers 

to God.  For the Church, that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

renew and strengthen us; that by our love for one another, the world 

may know that we are disciples of Jesus Christ, that pastors and 

teachers follow the example of Jesus, gentle and humble of heart, let us 

pray to the Lord, 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the poor, the hungry, and the homeless, that God use us to reach 

out to them and lift them up, let us pray to the Lord, 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For those preparing for Holy Baptism, that the love of Christ deepen 

and grow in their hearts and lives, let us pray to the Lord, 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For those who have lost their faith and for those who struggle to 

believe, that during these holy days they be filled with Christ’s light 

and peace, let us pray to the Lord, 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the sick, the dying, and the mourning, help them to trust in the 

promise that nothing—not even sickness or death—can separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray to the Lord, 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For all of us, gathered on this holy night, that, nourished by the body 

and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of our sins, we forgive those 

who have wronged us and love one another from our hearts, let us pray 

to the Lord, 

People: Lord, have mercy. 



Pastor: Hear the prayers of Your people, merciful God, for the sake of the One 

who stretched out His arms on the cross to redeem Your people and to 

reconcile the whole creation, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 SACRAMENT  

PREFACE 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.      [Colossians 3:1] 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.           [Psalm 136] 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation 

of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life 

also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of 

the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: All thanks and praise to You, O Lord, for Your covenant promise 

through the ages. 

For Your covenant promise to Adam and Eve when they had fallen 

into sin, for Your covenant promise to Noah and his family after the 

flood, for Your covenant promise to Abraham and Sarah when they 



were childless, for Your covenant promise to the Israelites who had 

been enslaved in Egypt, for Your covenant promise to the house of 

David when Judah faltered, for Your covenant promise to the prophets 

and the faithful remnant amid rejection, for Your covenant promise 

fulfilled in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, for Your covenant 

promise brought to us in the body and blood of Christ, 

People: we thank You. We bless You. We praise You. We adore You. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD        
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.    Revelation 22:20 

 

Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body 

and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess 

Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 

tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 

and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 

kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Jesus, Greatest at the Table”    [LSB 446] 

“What Wondrous Love Is This”   [LSB 543] 

“Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior”   [LSB 627] 

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”   [LSB 618] 
 

[The church is darkened. The pastor and assistants remove 

Communion vessels, paraments, candles, banners, flowers, and any 

other adornments on the altar and in the chancel.] 

 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR Psalm 22 
 

Lector 1: My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? 

Why are You so far from saving Me, from the words of My groaning? 

O My God, I cry by day, but You do not answer, 

and by night, but I find no rest. 

 

HYMN    “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”  [St. 1: LSB 611] 
 

Lector 2: Yet You are holy, 

enthroned on the praises of Israel. 

In You our fathers trusted; 

they trusted, and You delivered them. 

To You they cried and were rescued; 

in You they trusted and were not put to shame. 

 

HYMN     “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”  [St. 2: LSB 611] 
 

Lector 1: But I am a worm and not a man, 

scorned by mankind and despised by the people. 

All who see Me mock Me; 

they make mouths at Me; they wag their heads; 

“He trusts in the LORD; let Him deliver Him; 

let Him rescue Him, for He delights in Him!” 

Yet You are He who took Me from the womb; 

You made me trust You at My mother’s breasts. 

On You was I cast from My birth, 

and from My mother’s womb You have been My God. 



HYMN “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” [St. 3: LSB 611] 

 

Lector 2: Be not far from Me, 

for trouble is near, 

and there is none to help. 

Many bulls encompass Me; 

strong bulls of Bashan surround Me; 

they open wide their mouths at Me, 

like a ravening and roaring lion. 

 

I am poured out like water, 

and all My bones are out of joint; 

My heart is like wax; 

it is melted within My breast; 

My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 

and My tongue sticks to My jaws; 

You lay Me in the dust of death. 

 

For dogs encompass Me; 

a company of evildoers encircles Me; 

they have pierced My hands and feet— 

I can count all My bones— 

they stare and gloat over Me; 

they divide My garments among them, 

and for My clothing they cast lots. 

 

HYMN    “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”  [St. 4: LSB 611] 

 

Lector 1: But You, O LORD, do not be far off! 

O You My help, come quickly to My aid! 

Deliver My soul from the sword, 

My precious life from the power of the dog! 

Save Me from the mouth of the lion! 

You have rescued Me from the horns of the wild oxen! 

 



 

I will tell of Your name to My brothers; 

in the midst of the congregation I will praise You: 

You who fear the LORD, praise Him! 

All you offspring of Jacob, glorify Him, 

and stand in awe of Him, all you offspring of Israel! 

For He has not despised or abhorred 

the affliction of the afflicted, 

and He has not hidden His face from Him, 

but has heard, when He cried to Him. 

 

HYMN    “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”  [St. 5: LSB 611] 

 

Lector 2: From You comes My praise in the great congregation; 

My vows I will perform before those who fear Him. 

The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; 

those who seek Him shall praise the LORD! 

May your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember 

and turn to the LORD, 

and all the families of the nations 

shall worship before You. 

For kingship belongs to the LORD, 

and He rules over the nations. 

 

All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; 

before Him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 

even the one who could not keep himself alive. 

Posterity shall serve Him; 

it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation; 

they shall come and proclaim His righteousness to a people yet unborn, 

that He has done it. 

 

All leave in silence. 
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