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LENTEN MIDWEEK 6 
 

April 1, 2020 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 

The trees of the Bible help us realize why we need a Savior, how God 

provided a Savior for us in the person of Jesus Christ, and how the saved lives 

of repentant believers look. Today we consider how we are like the fruitless 

trees mentioned throughout the Bible. They cannot bear good fruit, for they are 

bad trees. Without God’s re-creating us, we are no better than the “brood of 

vipers” who opposed our Lord. But the Word of God, our new birth in Holy 

Baptism, and the forgiveness coming in the Sacrament of the Altar changes us 

to be good trees. And thus we are able to produce the good fruit of the Spirit. 

 

 

HYMN                   “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing” [LSB 691] 
 

 

 

 
 

© 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010955. 
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INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 1:1–3; 96:12–13; Isaiah 61:1, 3 
 

Pastor: Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of the LORD. 

People: He is like a tree planted by streams of water. 
 

Pastor: The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has 

anointed me to bring good news to the poor; . . . 

People: that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the 

LORD. 
 

Pastor: Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, 

People: for He comes, for He comes to judge the earth. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 80:19; Isaiah 61:1, 3 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 

People: Heavenly Father, we confess that we are bound to sin and cannot 

free ourselves. We have “eaten forbidden fruit” in our thoughts, 

words, and deeds. We have not produced spiritual fruit in 

keeping with the new life You have won for us. For the sake of 

Jesus’ sacrifice on the tree of the cross, grant us Your 

forgiveness. Restore us, O Lord God of hosts! Let Your face 

shine, that we may be saved! Amen. 
 

Pastor: After His triumph over Satan’s temptations in the wilderness, Jesus 

went to the synagogue in Nazareth and announced that the prophecy 

of Isaiah was being fulfilled in Him. The prophet had written, “The 

Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the LORD has anointed 

Me . . . to grant to those who mourn in Zion . . . a beautiful headdress 

instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment 

of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of 

righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.” 
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As a called and ordained servant of Christ I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 148 
 

Pastor: Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

for His name alone is exalted; 

His majesty is above earth and heaven. 
 

Pastor: Praise the LORD! 
 

Left side: Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

Right side: praise Him in the heights! 
 

Left side: Praise Him, all His angels; 

Right side: praise Him, all His hosts! 
 

Left side: Praise Him, sun and moon, 

Right side: praise Him, all you shining stars! 
 

Left side: Praise Him, you highest heavens, 

Right side: and you waters above the heavens! 
 

Pastor: Let them praise the name of the LORD! 

People: For He commanded and they were created. 
 

Pastor: And He established them forever and ever; 

People: He gave a decree, and it shall not pass away. 
 

Left side: Praise the LORD from the earth, 

Right side: you great sea creatures and all deeps, 
 

Left side: fire and hail, snow and mist, 

Right side: stormy wind fulfilling His word! 
 

Left side: Mountains and all hills, 

Right side: fruit trees and all cedars! 
 

Left side: Beasts and all livestock, 

Right side: creeping things and flying birds! 
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Left side: Kings of the earth and all peoples, 

Right side: princes and all rulers of the earth! 
 

Left side: Young men and maidens together, 

Right side: old men and children! 
 

People: Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

for His name alone is exalted; 

His majesty is above earth and heaven. 
 

Pastor: He has raised up a horn for His people, 

People: praise for all His saints, 

for the people of Israel who are near to Him. 

Praise the LORD! 
 

Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

for His name alone is exalted; 

His majesty is above earth and heaven. 

 

FIRST READING Galatians 5:1, 13–25 
 

(The fruit of the Spirit stands in contrast to the works of the flesh.) 
 

5 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit 

again to a yoke of slavery. 

13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as 

an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the 

whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
15 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed 

by one another. 

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit 

are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from 

doing the things you want to do. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 

impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 

rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy,[a] drunkenness, orgies, and things like 

these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do[b] such things will 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A1%2C+13%E2%80%9325&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29167a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A1%2C+13%E2%80%9325&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29167b
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not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against 

such things there is no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have 

crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 

 

Reader: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING Matthew 7:15–20 
 

(People can be recognized by their fruits.) 
 

15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly 

are ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes 

gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears 

good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree cannot bear 

bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not 

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize 

them by their fruits. 
 

Reader: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Lenten Midweek 6 

Good Trees Bearing Good Fruit, Bad Trees Bearing Bad 

Fruit 
Psalm 148 (antiphon v 13); Galatians 5:1, 13–25; Matthew 7:15–20 

 

People sometimes have trouble picking out produce at the grocery store. Is 

that avocado not ripe enough, or is it too ripe? Will that orange be juicy? Is the 

texture of that apple going to be mealy? Standing at the store, we are primarily 

concerned about the fruit in front of us and not so much the tree it came from. 

Yet, the quality of the fruit depends on the quality of the tree! As we heard the 

Lord Jesus say in the Second Reading, “every healthy tree bears good fruit, but 

the diseased tree bears bad fruit” (Mt 7:17). So, as we continue our Lenten 
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sermon series, “Living among the Bible’s Trees,” we consider good trees 

bearing good fruit and bad trees bearing bad fruit. 

Considering Good Trees Bearing Good Fruit and Bad Trees Bearing Bad 

Fruit, We Realize That, Though by Nature We Are Bad Trees Bearing Bad 

Fruit, God Changes Us into Good Trees Bearing Good Fruit. 

 I. By nature, we are bad trees bearing bad fruit. 

The Lord Jesus’ words in the Second Reading come in the middle of the 

Sermon on the Mount, but he is recorded speaking similarly both later in St. 

Matthew’s Gospel (Mt 12:33–37) and in St. Luke’s Gospel account (Lk 6:43–

44). And the passage from St. Paul’s divinely inspired Letter to the Galatians 

that we heard in the First Reading likely draws on both Jesus’ words and other 

similar teachings about faith and its fruit. The idea of finding grapes on a vine 

and not on something like a thornbush, of finding figs on a fig tree and not on 

something like a thistle plant, may seem for us to be a no-brainer. But what is 

important for us is to recognize the good or bad nature of the tree by its fruit 

and the good or bad nature of the tree as the cause of the quality of the fruit. 

In the Sermon on the Mount and in the other places where Jesus speaks 

similarly, the Jewish leaders as false teachers in particular seem to be the target 

of what Jesus says. For example, in that Second Reading, Jesus says to beware 

of false prophets, and, later in St. Matthew’s Gospel in this context, Jesus calls 

the Jewish leaders a “brood of vipers” and says they are evil.  

They are no different by nature than we are. Out of the abundance of our 

hearts, our mouths also speak, and Jesus says that “on the day of judgment 

people will give account for every careless word they speak, for by your words 

you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned” (Mt 12:36–

37). Our words give evidence either to the faith that is in our hearts or to the 

lack thereof (cf Rom 10:9–10). That focus on words is not even to mention 

what probably are the thoughts that precede the words and the deeds that 

follow the words. As the works of the sinful flesh, St. Paul lists for the 

Galatians and us “sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, 

enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, 

drunkenness, orgies, and things like these” (Gal 5:19–21). He warns the 

Galatians and us that “those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God” (v 21). Rather, as Jesus said, “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is 

cut down and thrown into the fire” (Mt 7:19). That judgment is not only on 
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some far-off Judgment Day, but, as John the Baptizer said before Jesus, “Even 

now the axe is laid to the root of the trees” (Mt 3:10, emphasis added). 

II. God changes us into good trees bearing good fruit. 

The Lord Jesus says that “a healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a 

diseased tree bear good fruit” (Mt 7:18). So, Jesus says, “Either make the tree 

good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad” (Mt 12:33). But 

we can hardly make literal trees good or bad, much less ourselves as figurative 

trees. John the Baptizer and the Lord Jesus call for fruits in keeping with 

repentance, and both John and Jesus’ disciples baptized for that purpose (Mt 

3:8; Jn 4:2). For the sake of the Lord Jesus’ death on the cross, God himself, 

working through his Word in Baptism and all its forms, changes us from being 

bad trees bearing bad fruit to being good trees bearing good fruit, fruit in 

keeping with repentance. 

In the First Reading, St. Paul says that we are called to freedom and that 

Christ has set us free (cf Jn 8:36). Christ sets us free by the truth of his Gospel 

(Jn 8:32)—his Gospel that he, true God in human flesh, died on the cross for 

the sins of the whole world, including your sins and my sins. Christ substituted 

himself there on the cross for us. Unless we reject God’s enabling call to 

repent, God frees us from our slavery to sin, death, and the power of the devil. 

God forgives our evil sinful nature and all our actual sins of thought, word, and 

deed. God makes us bad trees good, so that instead of bearing bad fruit, which 

brings condemnation, we bear good fruit, the fruit of justification and eternal 

life. 

God’s Word read and preached to us all as a group brings about and 

continues that change, as does God’s Word applied to us individually in Holy 

Baptism, in private Absolution, and in the Sacrament of the Altar, where bread 

is the body of Christ given for us, and wine is the blood of Christ shed for us. 

In all these ways, those whom God has sent bring out of their good treasure 

what is old and what is new (Mt 13:52), and those of us who are served by 

them can do the same. 

As St. Luke uniquely reports, John the Baptizer to some extent tailored his 

teaching about the good fruit in keeping with repentance to the different 

vocational groups that were baptized by him, such as tax collectors and 

soldiers (Lk 3:10–14). So, we know that we likewise have fruit of good works 

that we do in keeping with our vocations. 
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There is also fruit of good works that we have in common. For example, our 

Psalm calls all to praise the Lord, even mountains and all hills, fruit trees and 

all cedars, all peoples, princes and all rulers, young men and maidens, old men 

and children. With the author of Hebrews, we can say that our sacrifice of 

praise is the fruit of lips that acknowledge (or “profess” or “confess” [NIV; cf 

ASV]) his name (Heb 13:15).  

And St. Paul in the First Reading specifically lists as our common fruit of the 

Spirit “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

self-control” (Gal 5:22–23). When we fail in any way to bring forth such fruits 

of repentance, good works in keeping with our vocations, and fruits of the 

Spirit—as we will fail—then we live in daily repentance, and so we are daily 

comforted with God’s forgiveness. 

As we have continued considering our “Living among the Bible’s Trees,” we 

today specifically considered good trees bearing good fruit and bad trees 

bearing bad fruit. And considering good trees bearing good fruit and bad trees 

bearing bad fruit, we realize that, though by nature we are bad trees bearing 

bad fruit, God changes us into good trees bearing good fruit. 

God has called us to repentance and forgiven our sins by grace through faith 

in Jesus Christ. From various sources, we may learn the necessary skills for 

using our senses and reason to pick literal good trees’ good fruit—avocados, 

oranges, apples, and the like—in our local supermarkets. But only by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, reaching past our senses and reason to our hearts 

through his Means of Grace, can we ever be figurative good trees, ourselves 

bearing the good fruits of the Spirit that St. Paul describes in the First Reading. 

A study of that passage was the basis for Anglican hymnwriter Timothy 

Dudley-Smith’s “Fruitful Trees the Spirit’s Sowing” I close now by praying 

again its final stanza:  

“Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending, May we grow till harvests cease;  

Till we taste, in life unending, Heaven’s love and joy and peace” (LSB 691:4). 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING TO THE LORD’S WORK IS GATHERED 
 

(During this time of staying at home we ask you to mail your contributions to 

the church at 804 11th St, Sunnyside, WA) 
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SERIES HYMN        “Among the Bible’s Trees” [Tune: LSB 595] 
 

Among the Bible’s trees we live. How true they grow, as well they should. 

From them may we this Lententide, Learn how our Lord died for our good. 

 

The fruit we bear betrays our sin:  Diseased within, we cannot love. 

We use our freedom as excuse, And heed not prompting from above. 
 Continued next page… 

But by God’s pow’r we are renewed, With fruit to share in ev’ry need 

And in sweet joy, peace, faithfulness, A harvest raise to God indeed. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, Whose body hung on Calv’ry’s Tree, 

O living Word, Your sacrifice, Pardon proclaims eternally. 
 

Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the Church here and around the world, and for people 

everywhere in their various needs. 

For everyone weighed down by their bondage to sin and an inability 

to stop sinning by thought, word, and deed, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly 

Father, open their ears to hear the Gospel anew; free them to live 

before You in Your kingdom. 
 

Pastor: For everyone who has fallen prey to society’s distorted morality, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

People: For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly 

Father, surround them with faithful and caring members of the 

Body of Christ; call them back in repentance and hope. 
 

Pastor: For those who keep the peace at home or are deployed abroad, for 

those who provide care and guidance in relationships, finances, and 

health, and for those who respond to natural disasters and crises of 

various sorts, let us pray to the Lord. 
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People: For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly 

Father, accompany them with Your Holy Spirit; protect them 

from harm, and give them wisdom in all circumstances. 
 

Pastor: For ourselves and the Church around the world as we seek to produce 

true spiritual fruit, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly 

Father, assure us that we are Your pleasant planting; forgive our 

errors and send us to serve in faithfulness and love. 
 

Pastor: These and any other things You would have us ask, heavenly Father, 

grant to us for the sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The blessing of God Almighty—who created you, forgave all your 

sins, and strengthens you for service in His kingdom—be upon you 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN                                “Abide with Me” [LSB 878] 
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