
 
Dear Members and Friends, 

On May 19, Bethlehem Lutheran Church voted to call me as their    

permanent pastor.  For the past six years I have served Bethlehem  

as their vacancy pastor on a yearly renewable contract.  This action 

was taken to further the Dual Parish Agreement that was voted on  

in February.  This means that I will continue to serve both Peace   

Lutheran Church in Selah and Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Yakima 

on a 50/50 basis. 

The formal beginning of this Dual Parish Agreement will be on     

September 8th when we hold an installation service to install me as 

Pastor of Bethlehem Lutheran Church.  The vice president for the 

Inland Empire of the Northwest District (Rev. Mike Von Behren) will 

conduct this service at 10 am on Sunday September 8.  This will be 

a joint service between Peace Lutheran and Bethlehem Lutheran 

with no services being held at Peace on this date.   

Please note this on your calendars as we come together as two   

congregations who remain independent yet are united in calling a 

pastor to serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Yours in His Name, 

  Pastor Mark Griesse 
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The next  Men’s Night Out is scheduled for Monday, June 17th.    All 

Peace Lutheran men and a guest are invited to meet at Tailgaters in  Selah 
at 7:00 p.m. for an evening of relaxing and just shooting-the-breeze. 

 

June O.W.L.S. Lunch 
O.W.L.S. will meet for lunch at 11:30 a.m. on Friday, June 21st at 
The Mule in Ellensburg. If you plan to attend please let Marcia 
know at 697-4543 or shotwell@elltel.net. 

Ladies Spring Tea... 
The Ladies Spring Tea was held May 22nd, with 22 ladies attending.  Thank you to 
Marcia Shotwell for hosting the event.    

Mother’s Day Brunch... 
Thank you to the men of Peace for hosting the Mother’s Day brunch. 

Update on Vicar Program... 
As you may already know, we did not receive a Vicar this time around.  We will 
try again next year. 

Bible Classes... 
 Pastor’s last Wednesday Bible Class before summer break will be June 12th.   
 

 The Women’s Friday Bible Study Class is on summer break. 
 

 The Sunday Adult Class continues each Sunday at approx. 10:30 a.m. 



 

A Little Humor... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YARD SALE... 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Women’s Missionary League will hold its annual Yard Sale 
June 7th & 8th in the Fellowship Hall at Mt. Olive, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Yard Sale         
donations will be accepted starting June 3rd.  Proceeds go to missions in Yakima 
and around the world.  

Thank you... 
A big Thank You to Larry Smith, Russ Hibdon, Steve Shotwell and Randy 
Bicsak for loading and moving furniture for a Selah family.  Also, Thank You to 
Mike Phelps for the use of his pickup and trailer.  The family had to move out 
of the apartments behind the Red Rooster and are purchasing their first 
home.  Our guys from Peace will also be building a wheelchair ramp at this 
family’s new home for one of the children.  The lumber for the ramp was do-
nated by Helm’s Construction and a Thrivent Grant was received to go to-
wards vinyl flooring so the wheelchair moves around the house better.  All this 
was made possible by Sara Bicsak who saw the need and took on this project.   

“They will know we are Christians by our love.”  

Official Acts... 
Wesley Andrew Bowman will be baptized into God’s Family on Sunday, June 
2nd.  He is the infant son of Andrew and Heather Bowman and grandson of 
Clarkette Hollan.  Welcome to God’s Family Wesley! 
 
Kyra Place, Moriah Valenta and Jessika Valenta will be Confirmed during our    
Worship Service on Sunday, June 9th.  Kyra is the daughter of Vernon &        
Shavonne Place and granddaughter of Beckie Place.  Moriah and Jessika are     
the daughters of James and Nancy Valenta.  Congratulations Kyra, Moriah & 
Jessika! 



 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Leona was born in St. Cloud, Minnesota, on March 24, 1928, 
which makes her a proud 91 years old.  She is the oldest of  
the four Schliep children.  The other children being Jerome of 
Willmar, MN, Maridee Pearson of Selah, and Ardyce Taylor     
(a previous member of Peace) of Renton, WA.   
 
Leona grew up in the New London, MN, area until the family moved to a 12 acre 
farm near Benson and Appleton, MN.  She was 12 years old at that time. 
 
In 1946 she married George Walter Fischer and they also farmed in Minnesota.    
In 1949 her parents moved to the Yakima area, and in 1952 they convinced Leona 
and George to also move to the area.  As it was a tough time farming in              
Minnesota, they decided almost immediately to sell all the farming equipment, 
cattle, the farm and many of the household goods.  Two days after leaving        
Minnesota they arrived in Selah.   
 
Leona found work at Birds Eye Frozen Foods.  Her husband grew corn for Birds Eye 
on a small farm in East Selah.  Her parents had an orchard and Leona also learned 
to pack fruit during harvest season.   
 
Several years later Leona went to work for a new dentist in town and learned how 
to be a dental hygienist.  She was the only woman in the office, and she did all the 
bookwork, was receptionist, and did other duties as well.   She did this for eight 
years, until after some surgery she was convinced to stay home and be a home-
maker. 
 
Leona and George had one daughter, Judy, who passed away in 2003; George 
passed away in 1991.   
 
Upon first moving to the Yakima area, Leona and George became members of 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church.  They later became Charter Members of Peace       
Lutheran when it was established in 1961.  Leona helped with VBS and over the 
years with many kitchen duties at the church.  She commented that since she 
baked a lot in those early days, she also provided lots of goodies for the church  
socials.  She states that she can’t assist in many areas of the church these days,  
but the one thing she can still do is provide those goodies for the coffee hours.  
She said our church is like one big happy family.  “I really enjoy our church.” 

Background of Charter Member, Leona Fischer... 



  

 
 



  

 
 


