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O blessèd heav’nly chorus!
Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,
May see You face to face.

5 Yet she on earth has union
With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won.
Public domain
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Invocation

P:
C:

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

P:
On this All Saints Day we are mindful of the overflowing grace of God, our
heavenly Father. He sent His only-begotten Son to become one of us to die for us. In
accepting Christ's all-availing sacrifice on the cross, God has declared us to be His holy
saints, His totally forgiven sons and daughters. Yet in the weakness of our mortal nature,
we sin daily and deserve nothing but punishment. We cannot come near, sinners that we
are. Let us therefore confess our sins, confident of God's mercy and grace for Jesus' sake.
P:
Most merciful God,
C:
we confess that we are guilty of breaking Your Law, Your will for us in daily
living. We have not loved You with our whole heart, and we have not loved the
people around us---in our families, schools, work, and communities---as we have
loved ourselves. For Jesus' sake, forgive us, renew us, and guide us to show forth
Your love until we see You face to face with those who are already with You in
glory.
P:
Our gracious God has given the authority to Christ's Church on earth to forgive
the sins of penitent sinners. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
Psalm 149
1

Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the godly!
2
Let Israel be glad in his Maker;
let the children of Zion rejoice in their King!
3
Let them praise his name with dancing,
making melody to him with tambourine and lyre!
4
For the LORD takes pleasure in his people;
he adorns the humble with salvation.
5
Let the godly exult in glory;
let them sing for joy on their beds.
6
Let the high praises of God be in their throats
2

and two-edged swords in their hands,
7
to execute vengeance on the nations
and punishments on the peoples,
8
to bind their kings with chains
and their nobles with fetters of iron,
9
to execute on them the judgment written!
This is honor for all his godly ones. Praise the LORD!
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
C: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Kyrie

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace known by saints and angels and for our salvation, that we may join
them in eternal bliss, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For social and political peace around the world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, His saints here on earth, and for the unity of all who call Christ their Savior and
Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise to the Lamb
who has washed away their sins and made them fit to gather in His eternal sanctuary,
let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord, while we are still on our
pilgrimage here on earth.
C: Amen.
This Is the Feast
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of
all times and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus
Christ. Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that,
together with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys You have prepared for those
who love You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The First Reading

Revelation 7:2-14

Elder: After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne
4

and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and
crying out with a loud voice,
"Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!"

C:

Elder: And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, saying,
C:
"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen."
Elder: Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, clothed in white robes,
and from where have they come?" I said to him, "Sir, you know." And he said to me,
"These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
C:
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.
Elder: Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His
temple;
C:
and He who sits on the throne will shelter them with His presence.
Elder: They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
C:
the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat.
Elder: For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and He will guide
them to springs of living water,
C:
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
Elder: This is the Word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
Epistle

Hebrews 11:1–40

1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2For
by it the people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we understand that the
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things
that are visible.
4
By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he
was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through
his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should
not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was
taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to
please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he
5

rewards those who seek him. 7By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as
yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he
condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive
as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he went to
live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs
with him of the same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has
foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11By faith Sarah herself received power to
conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had
promised. 12Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as
many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.
13
These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them
and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles
on the earth. 14For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.
15
If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have
had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.
17
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the
promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18of whom it was said, “Through Isaac
shall your offspring be named.” 19He considered that God was able even to raise him from
the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 20By faith Isaac
invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 21By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of
the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 22By faith Joseph, at the
end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions
concerning his bones.
23
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents,
because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.
24
By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter, 25choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the
fleeting pleasures of sin. 26He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the
treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27By faith he left Egypt, not being
afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 28By faith he
kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not
touch them.
29
By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they
attempted to do the same, were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after
they had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with
those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.
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32

And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33who through faith conquered
kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34quenched
the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness,
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35Women received back their dead by
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again
to a better life. 36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. 37They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword.
They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38of whom
the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and
caves of the earth.
39
And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was
promised, 40since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they
should not be made perfect.
A:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
“Heal Our Land”

Solo:

Becky Ritz

Holy Gospel

P

Matthew 5:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the fifth chapter.

1

Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
3
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are those
who mourn, for they shall be comforted.5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the
earth.6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied.7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.8“Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they shall see God.9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of
God.10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
7

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Children's Message
We Sing for All the Unsung Saints
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Sermon
Nicene Creed

C

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
8

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church

P:

C:

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith. Hebrews12:1a, 2a Lord Jesus, we pray for the nations of the
world.
Grant them compassionate leaders and peaceful citizens.

P:
C:

We pray for the Church around the world.
Grant it faithful leaders, courage under oppression, and opportunity to
spread the Gospel.

P:

We pray for those concerned about their health, finances, and relationships,
(including...) Gracious Lord,
grant them healing, strength of faith, and renewed joy in daily living.

C:
P:

On this day we come before our heavenly Father not only with concerns about
ourselves and the people we know, but rejoicing in His blessings to His saints in
time and eternity:

P:

Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all times
and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Give to Your whole Church in heaven and on earth Your light and Your
peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may
daily die to sin and rise to newness of life, and that through the grave and gate of
death we may pass with Him to our joyful resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C:
P:

C:
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P:

C:
P:
C:
P:

C:

Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in Your loving care that, casting all
their sorrow on You, they may know the consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
May we have strength to meet the days ahead in the joyful expectation of eternal
life with those we love. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus Christ, who by Your death have taken away the sting of death: Grant
to us Your servants so to follow in faith where You have led the way, that we may
at length fall asleep peacefully in You, and awake after Your likeness; to You,
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be all glory in the Church now and forever.
Amen.

Preface
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P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. Colossians 3:1
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. In the communion of
all Your saints gathered into the one body of Your Son, You have surrounded us
with so great a cloud of witnesses that we, encouraged by their faith and
strengthened by their fellowship, may run with perseverance the race that is set
before us and, together with them, receive the crown of glory that does not fade
away. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus
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Lord's Prayer

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
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P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini
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P; The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Distribution
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For All the Saints
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Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart
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Post-Communion Collect

A: Let us pray.
We give thanks, heavenly Father, that You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come. Keep us firm in faith during our pilgrimage on earth that we may, with all
Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no
end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Hymn

“Oh, When the Saints”

Oh, when the saints go marching in, oh, when the saints go marching in,
O Lord, I want to be in that number when the saints go marching in.
Oh, when the Lord in glory comes, oh, when the Lord in glory comes,
O Lord, I want to be in that number when the Lord in glory comes.
Oh, when the new world is revealed, oh, when the new world is revealed,
O Lord, I want to be in that number when the new world is revealed.
Oh, when they gather 'round the throne, oh, when they gather 'round the
throne,
O Lord, I want to be in that number when they gather 'round the throne.
Oh, when they crown Him King of kings, oh, when they crown Him King of
kings,
O Lord, I want to be in that number when they crown Him King of kings.
And on that hallelujah day, and on that hallelujah day,
O Lord, I want to be in that number on that hallelujah day.
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