
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 30, 2020 

 

Dear People of Peace, 

 

Last night the Board of Elders met and made some decisions about reopening in-person 

worshipping in accordance with state guidelines for churches. 

 

We understand that you might not be ready to get out, and that is completely fine. If you are ill or 

have been exposed to COVID19, please stay home. If you have a compromised immune system, 

please do not feel you have to attend at this time.   I will expect that no one should pass judgment 

on another for the decisions they make—even if they are different from yours.  Instead, I would 

urge kindness and gentleness. 

 

We will reopen on May 24, 2020.  Until that time, we will continue with streaming at 8:30 am 

with drive through communion from 10-12.   We also decided for the duration of this situation to 

have communion every Sunday—rather than just on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays. 

 

On May 24, we will restart having 8:30 and 11:00 am services.  The social distancing 

guidelines call for us to only use every other pew and for family units to sit 6 feet apart.  In 

essence, we can only have 3 families in a pew.  With only 12 pews (of 24) that we can use, our 

temporary capacity with be approximately 60.   So, we will need to balance out the attendance 

between the 8:30 and 11:00 services.   We will have no coffee/fellowship time nor any Sunday 

School at this time (much to my personal chagrin).  

 

In order to allow those watching via streaming, we will continue to have drive through 

communion but only for 1 hour:  9:45-10:45.  During that time the church will be sanitized in 

preparation for the second service.  Again, communion will be offered every Sunday. 

 

Also, we will have to implement some more stringent seating arrangements.  Instead of just 

picking a seat, we will be ushering people to seats beginning with front rows and filling in to the 

back.  This is so that we can maximize the rows that we are allowed to use, without wasting 

space.   Then at the end of the service we will usher out—in reverse order.  That is, the back 

rows will be ushered out first working toward the front.  This will prevent the usual traffic jam at 

the door after church. 

 



We will also be providing some guidance via tape on the floor in the narthex as to how everyone 

can get where they need to go yet maintain the distancing requirements. 

 

Now for the difficult part, in keeping with governor’s recommendations, we will expect 

everyone to wear a mask in the service.  I know that it quite uncomfortable, but as of now we 

really have no choice.   The Elder and I will not be wearing a mask as we lead services, but will 

remain in the chancel, so that the live streaming will be intelligible to those listening.  It is hoped 

that this decision may be quickly reversed, if circumstances allow. 

 

Holy Communion will be distributed in the following manner: 

• You will be ushered down the center aisle. (keeping social distancing) 

• The Elements will be received on the floor where the baptismal font sits. 

• You will receive the Body of Christ from me and then you will receive the Blood of 

Christ via individual cups from the elder. 

• You will place your cup into a receptacle that will be made available. 

• Finally, you will return to your seat down the side aisle.  

.  During that time the Elder and I will don masks, so you can remove yours to receive the 

sacrament. 

 

Other changes include: 

• No up-front children’s sermon.   Linda and I will probably continue to record stories 

with our guest host, Baa. 

• No passing of the offering plates.  You will be asked to place your offerings in our 

white offering box on the way into church. 

• For the time being, I will continue to release a Wednesday evening devotion each 

week in lieu of having a service.  Once we see how this is all working, I expect that we 

will return to having Wednesday worship the first week in June.   

 

Finally, we will all need to rally together to provide the volunteer labor to pull off these 

changes—we will need at least 6 ushers each week and some to help with the sanitation 

of the church between services. 

  

It is my prayer that using these means we may begin to meet together—but it is also my prayer 

that the Lord would send the means whereby the virus may be contained or eradicated so that we 

can open up the church as before. 

 

I take great comfort in the words of the Holy Spirit through St. Peter: 

 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, 

he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, 5who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready 



to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of your 
faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have 
not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and 

rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:3-9) 

 

May God bless you, 

 

 

 

Pastor Stephen Rynearson 

 

ps   As always, feel free to contact me with regard your personal needs or private communion.  

(254) 723-2221 cell or pastor@peacehewitt.org 

  


