
+ PHILIPPIANS: LEARNING HOW TO THINK LIKE A CHRISTIAN + 

2.1-18 — Learning to live by the mindset of Christ 

The theological center of the letter is the story of Christ and the “way of thinking” seen therein. 
Before and after, Paul calls for the church to shape their common life after Christ’s example. 

THE STORY OF CHRIST AND THE SHAPE OF COMMUNITY LIFE 
2.6-11: The Story of Christ in Two Movements: Humility and Exaltation 
+ The “downward movement” of humility: Christ’s pre-incarnate state and decision not to “take 
advantage of” (note translation!) his equality with God and existence in divine glory. 
— From the “form of God” to the “form of a servant”: earthly humility and obedience to God 
that lead to death, “even death on the cross.” Echoes of Isaiah 52 and the Suffering Servant. 
+ The “upward movement” of exaltation: God “highly exalts” Christ, giving him the “name 
above every name.” Echoes of Isaiah 45: the universal worship of the Suffering Servant. 

+ What about the story as it is told here sticks out to you? What points of connection do you see? 

2.1-5, 12-18: The Shape of Community Life: Harmony and Obedience 
— The call: “Have this mindset among yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus.” 
— Paul wants to shape in the Philippians a distinctively Christian mindset (φρονεω used 3x!). 
— We cannot replicate the story of Jesus; rather, Jesus’ example shapes our way of thinking. 
— The “downward movement” provides our example; the “upward movement” provides the 
context for obedience and our hope (cf. 3.20-21). 
+ 2.1-4: An appeal for unity. The basis of this unity: what the Philippians share in the Gospel. 
— Because of these shared blessings, life together should have a particular shape: same mind; 
same love; be united; be of one mind. Essentially four ways of saying the same thing: unity! 
— Paul is reframing their mindset with the example of Christ: look not to yourself but to others. 

+ How could Christ’s “way of thinking” shape the life of Peace Lutheran? 

+ 2.12-18: After the Christ story, Paul says: “Therefore, my beloved…” What can follow this? 
— Obedience in Paul’s presence and absence: “work out your own salvation…” 
— Not a call to self-salvation, but to continue considering what it looks like to be Christ to one 
another — to discern how to love and take care of those around us as the outworking of the 
belief that Christ has loved and taken care of us — now more so in Paul’s absence. 
— A reassuring note to shape our thinking: “work out your own salvation…for it is God who 
works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure” (cf. 1.8). 
— The only way to love and live with one another in unity, truly to seek the good of others, is to 
look to the example of Jesus — and there we will see the gift of Jesus for us. 

+ In what ways could confidence that God is at work in us for salvation change our thinking?


