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  Parables 
   A monthly publication of Peace Lutheran Church  

OUR MISSION:   
 

“CONNECTING PEOPLE TO CHRIST” 
 

OUR VISION: 
 

TO BUILD A COMMUNITY OF DISCIPLES WHO ARE        

ACTIVELY PURSUING CHRIST’S MISSION FOR THE 

CHURCH.       Matt. 28: 19-20 

 A Message from Pastor Keith 

 
Rather than write an all new letter, I 
want to share with you what I spoke at 
the congregational meeting in June: 
Matthew 11:28-30   28 Come to me, all 
who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.  29 Take my yoke 

upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  30 For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 
John 14:25-27  25 "These things I have spoken to you 
while I am still with you.  26 But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 
teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said to you.  27 Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to 
you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid. 
“What can we do?”    
I have heard that question, in a variety of ways, as     
people wondered about the budget.  It’s a normal,       
understandable response.  It also starts with an           
assumption that I think is erroneous – that we have to do 
something more.  I understand it, because I did it.   
At Trinity, I tried to start a program, “One More”  The 
idea was that folks in the congregation should do one 
more… do one more Bible Study… or attend worship 
once more a month… or invite one more person… so on 
and so forth.  If only people would commit to doing one 
more, surely everything would come together and     
Trinity would immediately start to grow and no more 
financial issues!  And, of course, with all of the work I 
put in, everything immediately… stayed exactly the 
same.   
I mistakenly embraced the idea that a program would fix 
something.  It won’t.  Not only because a program that 
works well over there won’t necessarily (or even        
usually!) work well over here, but because people don’t 
need one more thing to do.   
How many of you are sitting around thinking, “I’m not 
doing enough in life?  I wish I had more                     
responsibilities!”  A few, perhaps; but most people?  Not 

a chance.  Yet we think the point of the church is to do 
one more activity, one more program, and that those one 
more things will solve everything.  In fact, sometimes 
we even think that people will want to come here        
because we are doing even more. 

July Worship Services 
 

July 2      Pentecost 4 
  8:15am Piano-led 
  10:45am Revive Praise Band 
  
July 9  Pentecost 5  
  8:15am Piano-led 
  10:45am Revive Praise Band 
       
July 16 Pentecost 6 
  8:15am Piano-led 
  10:45am Revive Praise Band 
 
July 23 Pentecost 7  
   8:15am Piano-led 
  10:45am Revive Praise Band 
 
July 30 Pentecost 8 
  8:15am Piano-led 
  10:45am Revive Praise Band 
 

 
I am challenging that assumption.  The world is burdened, 
people are overwhelmed.  Our Lord says that we are to come 
to Him, that He will give us rest.  Why do we insist that the 
only way forward is to do more?  In fact, I want us, Peace 
Lutheran, to – if anything – do less.  To be focused.  To do 
one or two things well, rather than 20 or 30 haphazardly.  To 
ultimately be an oasis, to be a place where people can find 
rest for their souls, to be a church where the expectation isn’t 
that you must do more, but know that Christ has done it all, 
and He gives you rest for your soul.  We connect people to 
Christ – Christ who promises rest and peace in Him. 
 

In His name, 
Pastor Keith 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Peace Lutheran Church 
2600 East Danforth Road 

Edmond, OK  73034 
(405) 341-3205 (office) 
(405) 341-7630 (fax) 

www.peace-lutheran.net 
 
 

Worship Schedule  
Worship: 8:15 and 10:45 am 
Christian Education Classes (all ages): 9:30 am 

 

Office Phone Hours  
Monday - Thursday:  8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
 

 

Staff 
Pastor……………………………………….Keith M. Falk 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries.…...Scott Saxton 
Director of Music/Organist………………...Tony Carrillo 
Director of Preschool ……...……………..Sonya Easley 
Church Secretary …………………………….Elena Falk 
Facilities Manager……………………………….Al Reml 
Bookkeeper……………………………….Donna Pflaum 

 
Executive Board 
Pastor……………………………………….Keith M. Falk 
Chair...………………………….……………….Joe Spahr 
Vice Chair….…….………………………Steve Wackerly 
Past President……………………………Susan Bedwell 
Financial Coordinator.…..........…………….Kevin Clark 
HR Coordinator….. ….…………...……….Kevin Richter 
Volunteer Coordinator……………..Beverly Funderburk 
Secretary ……..………………………...Cindy Houghton
              
Ministry Team Leaders 
Finance and Planning……………………….Kevin Clark 
Discipleship………………...…………..Courtney Coghill 
Evangelism ………………………..Mary Kay Schroeder 
Missions ……………………………….. 
Worship & Music …………………………….Phil Coghill 
Facilities…….……………………………………..Al Reml 
Preschool………………………………………..Lori Clark 

 

Peace Health Ministry 
      Carolyn Smith, LouAnn Gallion, Jean Kidd 

 

Connecting People to Christ 
                                                   ....through discipleship 

        

 

Cooks’ Night Out ~  

Friday, July 21 

  5pm 
  
We had a record number of guests at Cooks Night 
Out.  There were 112 who attended and thanks to 
members who heeded the call to help, there were 
plenty of  volunteers.  Since we were able to use 
meat left from the Congregational dinner  (plus an 
additional donation), our expenses were low and 
we provided an exceptional meal.  We will start 
having Bibles available for anyone who needs one 
(we had a request for a Bible from a guest and 
were able to get one for him).  

Thrivent members have the opportunity to 
be of help to Cooks Night Out in a unique 
way! You can apply for a $250 "seed     
money" gift card which we use to buy     
groceries and supplies for the meals. This is 
a great help because we do not have to use 

church funds. Please talk to Mel or Sherry Stensrud, our 
Thrivent Action Team coordinators, to find out more     
information.  They will help bring awareness to the       
program and try to arrange best use of the moneys.  

 

Ladies BUNCO 
Friday, July 14 
6:30pm ~ Parish Hall  
Join the ladies for some fast dice action and 
fellowship.  Bring along $5.00, a dish to 
share potluck supper and an attitude for 
gaming!  And of course, bring along a 
friend. 



Thank You From Oklahoma Blood Institute 
 

Thank you for helping Oklahoma hospitals avoid blood shortages 
that other blood centers may experience during difficult summer 

months, when so many people are busy with vacations and activities.  
The blood drive on Sunday, June 4, 2017 will truly help save the 

lives of Oklahoma patients!  At the drive, 16 signed up to give blood 
and 13 were able to donate.   

Because we serve 90% of hospitals and medical facilities statewide, Oklahoma Blood Institute 
depends on committed donors like those at Peace Lutheran Church.  We are humbled and     

appreciative that Peace Lutheran Church has chosen to partner with OBI.  On behalf of each 
person whose life was saved by your donations, please accept our heartfelt gratitude. 

Semi–Annual  

Congregational Meeting 

Was Held 
 

Sunday, June 11, 2017 
 

The proposed budget for the 2017-2018 fiscal year was voted on.  A quorum was met and the 
budget was approved. 

 
Thank you from Janie Drake:  “I want to thank all of the people who, again, worked hard to 

put on a great meal for the congregational meeting!  My special thanks to Lena who works like 
the little Energizer Bunny at everything she does!  I would also like to tell all the families who 
brought food how grateful I am for all they brought, all they do, and how glad I am that Velta 

brought me to Peace Lutheran Church!  Thank you all! 

There will be a meeting on  
 

Saturday, July 8th 

9:00am 

In the Parish Hall 
 

This meeting is for anyone interested in helping 
with our ministry at The Veraden. 

It is a wonderful opportunity for all of us who care about        
missions, who enjoy singing, and like to share the word of God 

with others. 
We need volunteers for Sunday services and also others who 

would enjoy facilitating a Bible Study. 

Plan to attend this short informational meeting! 

LOFT-Letting Our Faith Thrive. .  
 is the High School (9-12 grade) youth group that meets Wednesday nights for food, Fun, Fellowship 
and Faith Formation.  We look forward to seeing all of you high school youth at LOFT!! 

 

LUFF-Letting Us Find Faith. . . 
 is the 6-8th grade youth group that also meets on Wednesday nights from 6-8pm.  See you there, in the 
Yellow Room!!. 

 

LUCK-Lifting Up Christ King... 
 is the K-5th grade youth group that meets on Wednesday nights from 5:30-7pm September—May in 
the KMotion Room.  Join us for dinner and fun! 
 
Can you Sponsor pizza for LOFT??? 
If you are interested in sponsoring one of the LOFT Wednesday night pizza meals, please see Scott Saxton.   
 

Can you Sponsor a LUCK dinner? 
If you are interested in sponsoring one of the Wednesday evening meals for newest youth group, please see 
Scott Saxton or Elena Falk. 

If you’re missing LUFF and LOFT, you’re missing a lot! Join in 
on the fun on Wednesday evenings 6-8pm!   

 
L.U.F.F. 

  Letting Us Find Faith 

ON June 21st the LOFT and LUFF groups traveled to the 
Regional Food Bank to volunteer.  During their time 
there the group packaged 12,684 lbs of food which      
provided 10,500 meals for hungry people in the OKC 
metro area.  THANK YOU GROUP for your hard work! 



Peace Lutheran Youth Mission Trip 2017 

Covington, Tennessee 

June 25th-July 1st 
 

 
 The 2017 Youth Mission Team wishes to thank all who contributed to the trip to Covington, TN this past 

June.  Through your support we were able to share our gifts and talents with the wonderful people of          
Covington along with 365 other youth and adults!  Pictures of the trip will follow soon! 

We did home repair projects, Bible studies, worship, and had lots of fun! 
 

Thank you for taking the time to pray for all those who attended and those that were served. 
 

Those who attended the 2017 PLC Youth Mission Trip are: 

 

Youth-  
Macie Cohlmia, Haley Clark, Sarah Saxton, Addison Allen, Jackson Watts, Ethan Pflaum, 

Luke Ratke, Jacob Saxton 
 

Adults- 
Kevin Kamphuis, Courtney Coghill, Scott Saxton, Kathy Saxton, Brian Cohlmia, Elena Falk  
Al Reml will be leaving a day earlier and will serve as a red shirted site supervisor during the 

week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a solid group of youth committed to attend Camp Lutherhoma this year.  This group will be 
made up of youth entering the 6-8th grade.  We already have several “soon-to-be” 6-8th graders         

committed to go to camp this year!  	All	of	our	kids	will	be	on-site	at	the	same	time,	so	they	will	all	

know	other	kids	from	Peace!	They	will	be	attending	camp	from	July	16-21,	and	Scott	Saxton	will	

be	on-site	for	the	entire	week	with	the	kids	so	they	can	travel	there	together	and	ride	back	to	

PLC	together.		

We	are	excited	to	see	interest	in	Summer	Bible	camping	here	at	Peace	again!		Please	keep	the	

following	youth	in	your	prayers	that	they	have	a	positive	experience	and	have	a	fun	time				

building	their	faith.		These	youth	will	be	attending	camp	this	summer:	

	 	 	 Christopher	Falk	 	 	 	 Kylie	Chutek	

	 	 	 Angelica	Cooper	 	 	 	 Della	Wehrenberg	

	 	 	 Vivi	P.laum	 	 	 	 	 Annabelle	Watts	

	 	 	 Rachel	White	 	 	 	 Eva	Cole	

	 	 	 Rena	Cole	

Thanks so very much to all of those who helped put together a very successful 

VBS this year!  Because of your hard work we were able to share the love of 

Christ to many new faces this year. 

Thank you to all who contributed to the June Noisy offering and to donating 

supplies for the Infant Crisis Services drive during VBS.   



Family Retreat 2017 Family Retreat 2017 Family Retreat 2017    
May 26May 26May 26---292929   

Spring Valley RanchSpring Valley RanchSpring Valley Ranch   

Stewardship Notes 
 

Thank you to everyone who came to the Congregational Lunch in June!   
Pledge cards are still being received in the Narthex! 

If you would like to enroll in the electronic donation program, forms can be found in the     

Narthex!  Or you can visit with Donna Pflaum about your enrollment. 

 

The following is from the article titled,  

10 Financial Principles that are Biblical  

by the Barnabas Foundation. 

 

Principle #3 

 

ALLOW FOR MARGIN 
 

When we live in a world where the phone is always ringing, the cell phone is always 
with us, e-mail needs to be answered, a myriad of duties at home need to be handled and 
school and church-related activities need to be attended, it becomes harder to set aside 
time to renew and recharge ourselves.  Unfortunately, most of us take few precautions in 
our lives to protect against our own hectic schedules.   

It’s the internal resources we have that run out first when it comes to marriage,     
child-rearing, decision-making and life priorities.  It’s very difficult to be a person who is 
inwardly peaceful if we do not carve out for ourselves at least a little quiet time every day. 

The starting point during that “quiet time” is God.  He is the One who gives us our  
directions.  We need to take time to listen to God’s voice.  Then we need to sort out the 
meaningless and less important things that are cluttering our lives and stealing our time.  
We need to re-prioritize.   Does your schedule for last month reflect the priorities you feel 
are most valuable? 

 

The secret to time management is not learning how to save time 

or get more of it — the secret is knowing how to use it. 

 

Meditate on this principle for the month of June and check back here in July to 

find out about principle #4! 



Calling All Veterans! 

Please read the following: 
 

We are searching for any veterans that have served in a war 
zone.  There are ladies in the church who are creating a list 
of those in the church who would be eligible to receive a 
Quilt of Valor.  Please see Sherry Stensrud if you are a veteran who served in a 
war zone or know of someone who fits that description.  They are working on        
creating a quilt for each person on that list and do not want to miss anyone! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BC Clark has a special program that helps donate money to the church of your choice.  Any time you purchase 
an item at this jewelers you can ask for a “church coupon”.  They will donate 3% of the sale to the church of 
your choice, all you need to do is fill out the church name and address.  Twice a year they send out checks to 
over a hundred local churches.  It’s their way of saying thank you to our local community of faith. 
 
So if you are planning on making a purchase at BC Clark, ask for the church coupon and help send a portion to 
the church. 

Wayne Hlinicky 

Shirley Busse 

New Members of Peace Lutheran 

 
Shirley Ann Busse was born and raised in Minnesota.  She grew 
up on a dairy farm that raised their own crops.  About one year 
ago she moved to Edmond with her husband Neal.  Neal passed 
away a short three weeks later.  They had been married almost 60 
years.  She has three children, nine grandchildren, and soon 2 
stepgrandchildren.  Her three children are LouAnn (PLC member 
in Edmond), Kimberly (of Minnesota), and Loren Busse 
(tragically killed).  She enjoys gardening and loves to have     
flowers.  She is now retired, but was an inspector in a printing 
company.  She is a self-described “Jack of All Trades.”  She has 
two little schnauzer dogs—15 year old Tassie and Lacey. 

 
Wayne Hlinicky was born in Dallas, Texas, but has spent most 
of his life in Oklahoma.  He grew up in Bethany, Oklahoma but 
now resides in Guthrie near the Lazy E Arena.  He has land to 
keep his horses.  He married Mary Jo Ternes in 1995.  He has 2 
children—Michael and Madisen, 3 grandchildren, and 1 great-
grandchild.  Upon graduating high school, Wayne entered the 
Army and served in a war zone.  He was a helicopter crew chief.  
He is a licensed pilot and A&P mechanic.  He has worked with 
the OKC police department and retired in 2001.  Now he owns a 
lawn care business and occasionally works with the State.   
When Wayne isn’t busy working, he likes to go fishing.  He was 
an avid sky diver.  He also enjoys being a storm chaser and has 
been doing that since 1989.  He enjoys seeing the beauty and 
power of Mother Nature and taking photos and videos of 
storms.  For him it’s not about the thrill seeking side of it.   

Please get to know our newest members of PLC and welcome them 
into our church family. 



Small Groups and Classes 
 

MONDAYS 
Faith Builders Christ Care ~ 2nd & 4th Monday, 9:00 am, Par-
ish Hall at Peace (Arlen Rewerts - 282-3774).  Study: Lection-
ary; (repair, maintenance, cleanup projects on the 3rd Monday, 
8:30 am at Peace). 
 
TUESDAYS 
Prime Time (for Senior Adults)  ~ 1st Tuesday of the month 
(Sept.—May) at Noon, Parish Hall.  Education, fellowship and 
activities for seniors, but all are welcome.  Mission: support sen-
ior ministries and outreach in the community.   
 
Women Growing in Grace ~ 2nd & 4th Tuesday evenings 
(Cynthia Baim 348-2925).  Mission: Edmond Mobile Meals,  
Citizens Caring for Children, and school supplies.   
 
WEDNESDAYS 
Women Exploring the Bible (WEB)~ Wednesdays, 9:15am, 
Parish Hall at Peace (Jane Ratke 478-8524).  Childcare is pro-
vided.   
 
THURSDAYS 
Men’s Fellowship & Study ~ Thursdays, 6:00 am at Denny’s 
on 2nd Street in Edmond.  (Paul Ratke 359-9267).  Join in at 
any time! 
 
Women of Peace ~ 1st Thursday of the month, 9:30 am,     
conference room at Peace (Jan Collins 341-9390).   
 
SATURDAYS 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast ~ First Saturday of each month, 
7:00 am in the Parish Hall at Peace.  Breakfast, fellowship in 
one hour or less!  (Paul Ratke 359-9267). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Joanne Dobler   7/1 
Silas Candler   7/2 
Ali Duke    7/2 
Alyssa Hostetler   7/6 
Richard Whitford   7/7 
Charles Nestander   7/8 
Joe Easley    7/10 
John Klinka    7/10 
Brendan Duke   7/11 
Kathy Saxton   7/11 
Carol Beranek   7/14 
Lynn Kickingbird   7/14 
Avary Pittman   7/14 
Sylvia Sautter   7/17 
Sandy Schwan   7/17 
Jacy Pruitt    7/18 
Kyria Falk     7/19 
Adam Chutek   7/22 
Rena Cole    7/23 
Jan Collins    7/23 
Thatcher Yandell   7/24 
Pam Haskin    7/25 
Wayne Pettigrew   7/26 
James Young   7/26 
Vivi Pflaum    7/28 
Lyle Walters   7/28 
Deana Watts    7/28 
Kaitlyn Collins   7/30 
Vicky McDowell   7/30 
 

If your birthday or anniversary has been left out, please 
notify the church office of the dates. 
elena@peace-lutheran.net or 405-341-3205 

 

Wall of Crosses 
 

Please remember to bring a cross to hang on our Wall of 
Crosses that represents your family.   Submit your cross to 
the front office with your name on it so that it can be hung 
with the other crosses.  We would like a cross to represent 
each household in our church. 

JulyJulyJulyJuly    

Birth
days

Birth
days

Birth
days

Birth
days

    

 
 

Blake & Susan Bedwell   7/5   Madge & Lee Arthur   7/11 
   27 years        47 years 
 
Charles & Sharon Jones   7/18   Mel & Sherry Stensrud  7/21 
   47 years        47 years 
 
Joe & Angie Spahr    7/27 
   15 years 

Parables Deadline:  20th of the month 
Bulletin insert deadline:  Tuesday by noon 
(very brief information for the Sunday Insert) 

 

Please forward your article to  
elena@peace-lutheran.net or drop off a copy at the 
front office by the appropriate date.  Include your 
photos or graphics for the Parables. 
 

Peace Calendar 
 

A copy of the church calendar for the next 2 months 
can be found outside the office workroom for your 
reference. 
 

TO SCHEDULE AN EVENT AT PEACE 
 

Please contact the church office during work hours to 
schedule an event or request a room.  A Calendar 
Event Request form must be completed.  If you wish 
to reschedule or cancel an event, please remember to  
contact the church office.   
 

A Simple and Convenient Way to Give 
 

Consider signing up for electronic  
giving.  Peace relies on the  
financial support of the              
congregation and electronic giving offers an easy 
way to give on a recurring basis.  Contact Donna 
Pflaum for details. 
 

Check Request Policy 
 

All check requests for reimbursement must be 
approved before a check can be cut.  Checks take 
about 7-10 days to be processed.  Please see Donna 
Pflaum, bookkeeper if you have any questions.   
 

Security at Peace  
 

Security is everyone’s concern and responsibility.  
If you have a meeting or event at Peace and are the 
last one to leave, please be sure that all doors are 
locked when you depart the premises.  Keep the 

doors locked while inside.  Encourage your  
meeting participants to use the doorbell instead of 
keeping the door unlocked. 

PEACE PIECES 

Interested in joining Peace? 
 

Interested in learning more about Peace Lutheran 
Church or even joining?  Please contact Pastor Keith 
at pastorkeith@peace-lutheran.net or 405-341-3205. 

 

Peace Lutheran Core Values 
 

The Core Values have been put into a booklet form 
and placed in the bookcase in the Narthex.  Please use 
them to show visitors who we are at Peace Lutheran 
Church and what we are about.  Feel free to take them 
home to show neighbors, family, and friends. 

 

Prayer Chains Link us to God 
PRAYER IS POWERFUL  

The Peace WEB Group (Women Exploring the Bible) 
maintains a prayer chain ministry (via e-mail) for 
those having special needs.  If you would like to join 
the chain or add someone to the Prayer List, contact 

Mary Hendrickson at mhend@cox.net.   
 

Wall of Crosses 
 

Please continue to bring in a cross to  
represent your family to add to our Wall of 
Crosses display. Bring your cross with name 
on it to the front office. 

 

Flowers for the Altar 
 

The 2017 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin 
board across from the Parish Hall.  To donate flowers, 
write your name on a date line of the chart. The office 
will send a reminder postcard and to ask if your  
flowers will honor an event or  
celebration.   Check the bulletin board 
for the Guidelines for Altar Flowers.   

 

Let’s make 2017 a year of beautiful  

flowers for our Sanctuary! 

 www.peace-lutheran.net 

 

Check your mailbox  
in the Parish Hall! 

 

Wear your nametags! 


