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Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Father Joseph, The “First” Christian 

December 18, 2022 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Empowered by the Spirit through Word and Sacrament, Lutheran Church 
of Our Savior will minister in word and action to our members and to the 
community, witnessing our faith in Christ who saved and gave new life to 
those who believe in Him. 

 

Serving Today 

Elder of the Week    Organist  

Shari Stepanek     Nancy Brock 
 

Altar Care Ushers  Money Counters 
 Kay McDaniel TBD   Brad Bomhoff  

 Patti Casey      Anna Bomhoff 

 

As We Gather 
While we think of Joseph, the son of King David and 

husband of Mary as the guardian-step father of the infant 

Messiah, Jesus, we can also put Joseph in the category 

of “the first Christian”. Now, technically, Mary was the 

first Christ follower, as messenger Gabriel had 

announced the birth to her first. But our reading today 

concerns the separate angel announcement made to 

Joseph, and his response to it. To be a Christian, of course, means to be a 

Christ follower. And that is what Joseph became. Along with Mary, his 

beloved, Joseph learned to become a Christ follower. It started with the 

angel’s announcement. His God-given faith to be able to raise the baby, 

corroborated by Mary’s same faith and willingness, would be strengthened 

along the way. There would be shepherds who heard the same word from 

angels, Magi who came to worship the child, and the subsequent dreams God 

gave Joseph regarding his role as guardian- protector. So, Joseph’s faith in his 

son grew. As one of his son’s first followers, his relationship to the One he 

called the Messiah-Savior was certainly different. For, like Mary, he not only 

learned to trust this Savior child for his salvation, but he also was entrusted to 

love, care for, and raise the one he called his son and his Savior. 
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PREPARATION 
 

Welcome 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Light One Candle 

1 Light one candle for hope one bright candle for hope 

He brings hope to ev’ry heart He comes He comes 

2 Light one candle for peace one bright candle for peace 

He brings peace to ev’ry heart He comes He comes 

3 Light one candle for joy one bright candle for joy 

Ev'ry nation will find salvation in Bethl'em's baby boy 

4 Light one candle for love one bright candle for love 

He brings love to ev’ry heart He comes He comes 

He brings love to ev’ry heart He comes He comes 
Text: © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc, admin. Fred Bock Music Company. Used by permission: CCLI no. 2998327 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious heavenly 

Father. 

C Eternal God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and that sin is 

ever-present in our lives. O God, in Your mercy, forgive our sin. 

Redirect and renew us, that we may joyfully follow Your will and 

gladly obey Your commandments. Graciously forgive our sins and, 

by the leading of the Holy Spirit, guide us in ways of compassion and 

love. 

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and 

may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. 

Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 
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WORD 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come among us with Your abiding 

presence. By the power of Your Spirit, direct our lives to expressions of 

repentant joy. Bless our devotion and our prayers, and lead us in ways of 

faithfulness as we await Your final coming in glory; for You live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 24 

! = Women 

@ = Men 
 

C The earth is the LORD’S and the fullness thereof, the world and those 

who dwell therein, for He has founded it upon the seas and 

established it upon the rivers. 

! Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in His holy 

place? 

@ He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul 

to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. He will receive blessing 

from the LORD and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

C Such is the generation of those who seek Him, who seek the face of 

the God of Jacob. 

! Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the 

King of glory may come in. 

@ Who is this King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, 

mighty in battle! 

! Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the 

King of glory may come in. 

@ Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:1–14 

 1In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin 

the king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah the king of Israel came up to 

Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not yet mount an attack against it. 
2When the house of David was told, “Syria is in league with Ephraim,” the 

heart of Ahaz and the heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake 

before the wind. 

 3And the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet Ahaz, you and Shear-jashub 

your son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the 

Washer’s Field. 4And say to him, ‘Be careful, be quiet, do not fear, and do not 

let your heart be faint because of these two smoldering stumps of firebrands, 

at the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria and the son of Remaliah. 5Because 

Syria, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has devised evil against you, 

saying, 6“Let us go up against Judah and terrify it, and let us conquer it for 

ourselves, and set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it,” 7thus says 

the Lord GOD: 

“‘It shall not stand, 

 and it shall not come to pass. 
8For the head of Syria is Damascus, 

 and the head of Damascus is Rezin. 

 (Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be broken to pieces so that it will no 

longer be a people.) 

9“‘And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, 

 and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. 

If you are not firm in faith, 

 you will not be firm at all.’” 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it 

be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I 

will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of 

David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 
14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
 

Epistle Romans 1:1–7 

 1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 

gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the 
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holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from David 

according to the flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of God in power 

according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 

bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the 

nations, 6including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

 7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Gospel Matthew 1:18-25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
 

C Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 

mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 

together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And 

her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 

shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these 

things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 

saying,  

R “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins.”  

All All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 

shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When 

Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 

him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a 

son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 

Greeting 
 

358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come sts. 1–3, 8, 13, 15 
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13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,  Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

A quiet chamber set apart  While angels sing with pious mirth 

For You to dwell within my heart.  A glad new year to all the earth. 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon “The Faith of Father Joseph—the First Christian” 
 

Offering 

(Please fill out the friendship books as they are handed to you, noting the 

names of others in your pew as they are passed back. If there is communion, 

please mark if you plan to participate.)  
 

Prayers of God's People 
 

SACRAMENT 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, Lord, our God, for You have had mercy on us 

and sent Your only-begotten Son, the long hoped-for Messiah, to bring 

us salvation. Pour out upon us the gifts of Your Spirit, that we may 

receive Your blessings joyfully and resolutely serve You in all we do. 

Grant that we may receive the body and blood of our Lord as the 

guarantee of our salvation and as a foretaste of the feast to come in Your 

eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and praise, 

together with the Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Distribution Hymns 
 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt. Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 Text and tune: Public domain 
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370 What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 Tune: English, 16th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
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386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. Tune: German, 14th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt. Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1, Copyright © 2022 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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This Week’s Calendar 

December 18, 2022 

Sunday   9:00 A.M. Bible Class 

 10:00 A.M. Worship w/ Lord’s Supper 

 11:30 A.M. Voters Meeting/Potluck 

Monday     Newsletter Article Deadline 

   6:00 P.M. Ladies Prayer Meeting    

Tuesday 10:00 A.M. Tuesdays with Friends 

   6:30 P.M. Council Meeting 

Wednesday   5:00 P.M. Music Rehearsal 

   5:45 P.M. Dinner 

   6:30 P.M. Children’s Program/Happy Birthday, Jesus! Party 

Thursday   3:00 P.M. Men’s Discipleship Bible Study  

Friday Office Closed 

Saturday   5:00 P.M. Christmas Eve Worship 

Next Sunday   9:00 A.M. Bible Class 

 10:00 A.M. Worship  
 

  
Serving Next Week 

December 25, 2022 

Elder on Duty  Ron Horn 

Ushers   TBD 

Money Counters  Jan Kyle & Janie Hlinicky 

Altar Care  Kay McDaniel & Patti Casey 
 

Attendance Last Week Treasurer’s Report (December 11, 2022) 
Sunday’s Worship Attendance  62 (Needed Weekly for Gen. Fund $4,184.85) 

Sunday School Attendance 18 General Fund (Offerings)  $4,149.00 
 Non-Budgeted Items  $   771.49 
 Roof Loan  $   100.00 
 Total Received  $5,020.49 

 

 “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” Matthew 1:21 

What our good works could never do, Jesus has done: He has saved 

us from our sins, paid our debt, set us free. How can we not give 

thanks to Him with lives of generosity and godliness? What God’s 

Law could not do — truly motivate us to truly good works — Jesus’ love has done! 
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Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by  

Gloria Michael in honor of Cecil & Charlie’s birthdays;  

Craig Cooper in honor of his birthday. 

 

Birthdays This Week: 

Dec 18 Tobbi Palma   Dec 20 Craig Cooper  

Dec 19 Meadow Jones     Charlie Michael 
 

2023 Women’s Retreat 

Join us for the annual Women’s Retreat on January 27th 

here at Our Savior. We will meet at 6 p.m. for a light supper 

followed by crafts, games, and Bible Study. You may leave 

at any time or spend the night. Breakfast is first thing 

Saturday morning, a short fun fitness activity and closing prayers. You should be 

home by 10 a.m. refreshed in mind and body. 

Balance your Life  
 

  



- 13 - 

Prayers are kept on prayer list for four weeks. If you have a prayer request that you want prayed 

for during a Sunday worship service, please call or email the church office by Wednesday 

morning at 9:00 a.m. 

Pray For Those Who Are Ill, Recovering or In Need 

Gloria Michael health and well being Member 

Chester Kyle health and well being Member 

Michelle Brooks Stage 3 adrenal cancer Former member 

Joyce Garner suffering with mold allergies Friend of LCOS 

Rev. Barrie Henke Stage 4 colon cancer Former District Pres. LCMS 

Irene Marshall health and well being Mother of Kathy Warren 

Spiritual Guidance & Strength/Life Struggles 

Pray for our shut-ins and homebound 

Pray for Pastor Gary and LCOS leadership 

Pray for our government officials and first responders 

Prayers for Worldwide Church  

Pray for Those Serving Their Country 

Randy Brooks IV Jennifer Pena Joey Pena Kyle Freeman 

Jonathan Krepel Nathan Hiegel Cole Morris Timothy Thomas 
 

 

 
 


