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Third Sunday in Advent 
As We Wait Our Hope is in the Lord 

December 11, 2022 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Empowered by the Spirit through Word and Sacrament, Lutheran Church 
of Our Savior will minister in word and action to our members and to the 
community, witnessing our faith in Christ who saved and gave new life to 
those who believe in Him. 

 

Serving Today 

Elder of the Week    Organist  

Sandy Cox     Nancy Brock 
 

Altar Care Ushers  Money Counters 
 Kay McDaniel Linda May   Ron Horn  

 Patti Casey June Gompf   Doris Horn 

 

As We Gather 

The prophet Isaiah encouraged His people by assuring them that God 

would bring about justice to His enemies, and 

that He would save them: “Behold, your God 

will come with vengeance, with the recompense 

of God. He will come and save you” (Isaiah 

35:4). Whether we find ourselves waiting on 

God to bring about justice, waiting on Him to 

deal with evil in our world, or just plain waiting 

on Him to come and bring about the new world 

we long for, we can all admit that this waiting is 

painful. As we wait and hope, we often grow 

weary, even impatient. Isaiah reminded God’s people, however, that one day 

what we wait for will come about. Like flowers that bloom in the desert after 

years and years, following a rain, so God will cause His world to bloom again. 

The Savior and Redeemer of our world has come once, and the Savior-

Redeemer is coming again. When He comes, He will restore all things. And 

so, my friends, while our waiting on the Lord may be painful, we do not wait 

in vain. 
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Welcome 
 

PREPARATION 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845–1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–1948 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Psalm Psalm 30 

P I will praise you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up and have not let my 

foes rejoice over me. 

C O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me. 
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P O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; you restored me to 

life from among those who go down to the pit. 

C Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, and give thanks to his 

holy name. 

P For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. 

Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

C As for me, I said in my prosperity, “I shall never be moved.” 

P By your favor, O LORD, you made my mountain stand strong; you hid 

your face; I was dismayed. 

C To you, O LORD, I cry, and to the Lord I plead for mercy: 

P “What profit is there in my death, if I go down to the pit? Will the dust 

praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness? 

C Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me! O LORD, be my helper!” 

P You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; you have loosed my 

sackcloth and clothed me with gladness, 

C that my glory may sing your praise and not be silent. O LORD my 

God, I will give thanks to you forever! 
 

WORD 
 

Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, Your kingdom is everlasting and Your 

promises are sure. Grant us grace to live with unfailing confidence, 

knowing that You will bring about that time when all of Your enemies 

are defeated and all of creation truly is at peace. This we ask for the sake 

of Jesus, our Savior and our Redeemer.  

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1–10 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

 the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
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2it shall blossom abundantly 

 and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

 the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 

 and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

 “Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God 

 will come with vengeance, 

with the recompense of God. 

 He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 

 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, 

 and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 

the unclean shall not pass over it. 

 It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 

 even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 

 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 

 and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

 they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
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Epistle James 5:7–11 

 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the 

farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it 

receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your 

hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one 

another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing 

at the door. 10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the 

prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those 

blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, 

and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate 

and merciful. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
 

 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by 

his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we 

look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are 

cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good 

news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 
8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, 

those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out 

to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of 

whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one 

greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 

heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the 

kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 
13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are 

willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let 

him hear.” 
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Greeting 
 

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon “Our Pain and Growth as We Await Redemption” 
 

Creed The Third Article 

P The Third Sunday in Advent is a joy-filled Sunday in which we can 

thank God for His gracious plan for our salvation and for the Holy Spirit, 
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who guides our lives of faith and joins us together in the community of 

the Church. We speak the words of the Third Article of the Apostles’ 

Creed with joyful confidence: 

 C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me 

by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me 

in the true faith. 

 In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 

whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in 

the one true faith. 

 In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and 

the sins of all believers. 

 On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal 

life to me and all believers in Christ. 

 This is most certainly true. 
 

Offering 

(Please fill out the friendship books as they are handed to you, noting the 

names of others in your pew as they are passed back. If there is communion, 

please mark if you plan to participate.)  
 

Prayers of God's People 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 
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     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref, 2–4, 6 
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Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
“Say to those who have an anxious heart, ‘Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of 

God He will come and save you.’” Isaiah 35:4 

The return of our Lord at the Last Day is a cause of joy and 

anticipation for us believers. We know our Lord and His love, and we look forward 

to His Second Advent. Indeed, how we live our lives here and now flows from our 

certain hope of resurrection and eternal life. 

 
 

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by  

Ron & Doris Horn. 
 

 

The quilts on display are part of our continuing mission to 

PIVOT, a non-profit organization that helps homeless 

teenagers. When the teenager arrives at the shelter, he/she will 

be given a quilt that will be theirs forever, even when they 

leave the shelter. PIVOT has programs for counseling, getting 

a job, keeping a job, cooking for oneself, and living 

independently. 

PIVOT has tiny houses where clients can practice living 

independently while still having the full services of the larger community 

available. The client will eventually transition to fully living independently 

elsewhere. 
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Birthdays This Week: 

Dec 11 Laken Jones • Cayman Jones 

Dec 13 Paul Burkhart 

Dec 14 Cecil Michael • Nathan Schroeder • Jacob Schroeder 

Dec 17 Sandy Cox • Janie Hlinicky 
 

This Week’s Calendar 

December 11, 2022 

Sunday   9:00 A.M. Bible Class 

 10:00 A.M. Worship  

Monday   6:00 P.M. Ladies Prayer Meeting    

Tuesday 10:00 A.M. Tuesdays with Friends 

Wednesday   5:00 P.M. Music Rehearsal 

   5:50 P.M. Dinner 

   6:30 P.M. Kid’s Spark Bible Club 

   7:00 P.M. Midweek Advent Worship 

Thursday   1:00 P.M. READ Book Club 

   3:00 P.M. Men’s Discipleship Bible Study  

Friday Office Closed 

Next Sunday   9:00 A.M. Bible Class 

 10:00 A.M. Worship w/ Lord’s Supper 

 11:30 A.M. Voters Meeting 
 

  
Serving Next Week 

December 18, 2022 

Elder on Duty  Shari Stepanek 

Ushers   TBD 

Money Counters  Brad & Anna Bomhoff 

Altar Care  Kay McDaniel & Patti Casey 
 

Attendance Last Week Treasurer’s Report (December 4, 2022) 
Sunday’s Worship Attendance  61 (Needed Weekly for Gen. Fund $4,184.85) 

Sunday School Attendance 16 General Fund (Offerings)  $6,101.20 
 Non-Budgeted Items  $1,680.20 
 Roof Loan  $   125.00 
 Total Received  $7,906.40 
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2023 Women’s Retreat 

Join us for the annual Women’s Retreat on January 

27th here at Our Savior. We will meet at 6 p.m. for a 

light supper followed by crafts, games, and Bible 

Study. You may leave at any time or spend the night. 

Breakfast is first thing Saturday morning, a short fun fitness activity and closing 

prayers. You should be home by 10 a.m. refreshed in mind and body. 

Balance your Life  
 

Prayers are kept on prayer list for four weeks. If you have a prayer request that you want prayed 

for during a Sunday worship service, please call or email the church office by Wednesday 

morning at 9:00 a.m. 

Pray For Those Who Are Ill, Recovering or In Need 

Gloria Michael health and well being Member 

Chester Kyle health and well being Member 

Michelle Brooks Stage 3 adrenal cancer Former member 

Joyce Garner suffering with mold allergies Friend of LCOS 

Spiritual Guidance & Strength/Life Struggles 

Pray for our shut-ins and homebound 

Pray for Pastor Gary and LCOS leadership 

Pray for our government officials and first responders 

Prayers for Worldwide Church  

Pray for Those Serving Their Country 

Randy Brooks IV Jennifer Pena Joey Pena Kyle Freeman 

Jonathan Krepel Nathan Hiegel Cole Morris Timothy Thomas 
 

 

 


