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First Sunday in Advent 
Repent and Be Baptized 

December 4, 2022 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Empowered by the Spirit through Word and Sacrament, Lutheran Church 
of Our Savior will minister in word and action to our members and to the 
community, witnessing our faith in Christ who saved and gave new life to 
those who believe in Him. 

 

Serving Today 

Elder of the Week    Organist  

Rex Rorabaugh     Nancy Brock 
 

Altar Care Ushers  Money Counters 
 Kay McDaniel Greg Bond   Robin Stepanek  

 Patti Casey Tere Bond   Shari Stepanek 

 

As We Gather 

Like every pastor, preacher, and church worker, John the Baptist had it rough.  

Though standing for so many hours in the Jordan River wasn’t easy, that was not 

what made his job hard.  John delivered the message God had given him, which 

was that the people should repent of their sins and turn to God.  And so, he 

preached, and as people came to be baptized, so he baptized them.  The hard part 

for John was that thousands of people came to be baptized, but John couldn’t see 

their hearts.  The baptizer couldn’t look into their hearts to know if they were 

sincere or not.  John had to trust God on this.   

But when John saw the Pharisees coming for baptism, he called them on the 

carpet.  These people had openly rejected John and His message and were only 

pretending to repent and turn in faith to God.    

What is repentance, what does it look like, and how do we know our repentance 

is for real?  True repentance is marked by humility, and by an awakening—the 

Lord causes us to see and to feel the weight of our sins.  In fact, true repentance 

always begins with God.  It is God’s work, yes.  But it is God’s work in us.  The 

Lord is the one Who moves us to repent, and the Lord is the One who cleans us 

up, giving us a new spirit in the process.  Repentance and forgiveness are the 

wonderful work of God in sinners, making us new people.  
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PREPARATION 
 

Welcome 
 

Jesus Lover of My Soul (Martyn) 

1 Jesus Lover of my soul 

Let me to Thy bosom fly 

While the nearer waters roll 

While the tempest still is high 

Hide me O my Savior hide 

Till the storm of life is past 

Safe into the haven guide 

Oh receive my soul at last 

2 Other refuge have I none 

Hangs my helpless soul on Thee 

Leave ah leave me not alone 

Still support and comfort me 

All my trust on Thee is stayed 

All my help from Thee I bring 

Cover my defenseless head 

With the shadow of Thy wing 

3 Thou O Christ art all I want 

More than all in Thee I find 

Raise the fallen cheer the faint 

Heal the sick and lead the blind 

Just and holy is Thy name 

I am all unrighteousness 

False and full of sin I am 

Thou art full of truth and grace 

4 Plenteous grace with Thee is found 

Grace to cover all my sin 

Let the healing streams abound 

Make and keep me pure within 

Thou of life the Fountain art 

Freely let me take of Thee 

Spring Thou up within my heart 

Rise to all eternity 
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Text: Charles Wesley 
Text: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given 

you the new birth of water and the Spirit, strengthen you with His grace. 

In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, and by His 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1–10 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and might, 

 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
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5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

 and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 

 their young shall lie down together; 

 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy 

 in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—

of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
 

Epistle Romans 15:4–13 

 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 

have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live 

in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together 

you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. 

 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show 

God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 
9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 

written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

 and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 
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“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

 and let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 

 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by 

the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
 

P In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,  

C “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  

P  For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

make His paths straight.’”   

C Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around 

his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem 

and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to 

him, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins.   

P But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 

baptism, he said to them,  

C “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to 

say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, 

God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 

Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore 

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.   

All I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after 

me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing 

fork is in His hand, and He will clear His threshing floor and gather 

His wheat into the barn, but the chaff He will burn with 

unquenchable fire.”  
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Greeting 
 

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. composite 
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon “Getting Cleaned up By Jesus” 
 

Creed The Second Article 

P In the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, echoing the proclamation 

of John the Baptist, we confess Jesus to be the Savior, the One who 

fulfills God’s promises. 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P What does this mean? 
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C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 

eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, 
 

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and 

won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; 

not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with 

His innocent suffering and death, 
 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve 

Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 
 

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
 

Offering 

(Please fill out the friendship books as they are handed to you, noting the 

names of others in your pew as they are passed back. If there is communion, 

please mark if you plan to participate.)  
 

Prayers of God's People 
 

SACRAMENT 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 

P Blessed are You, O Lord of heaven and earth. We bless You for having 

sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, to give Himself as a perfect 

sacrifice for us so that our lives may know true peace and endless joy. 

Invited by Your grace, we come to Your Table with thankful hearts. 

Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood that we may continue as 

the people of Your kingdom of peace, awaiting the eternal feast in glory 

everlasting.  
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns 
 

550 Lamb of God 
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Text and tune: Twila Paris, 1958 
Text and tune: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004549 

 

915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 
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Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

524 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 

 

 

 
 

5 How weak the effort of my heart, 

    How cold my warmest thought! 

But when I see Thee as Thou art, 

    I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 
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6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

    With ev’ry fleeting breath; 

And may the music of Thy name 

    Refresh my soul in death! 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: Alexander R. Reinagle, 1799–1877 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we thank You for having welcomed 

us at Your Table, giving us a foretaste of the feast to come in Your 

eternal kingdom. Strengthen us through this blessed gift that we may live 

in hope-filled anticipation of the end of all earthly things and await with 

joy Your final coming in glory. Grant that Your Holy Spirit enlighten us 

with His gifts that we be kept in the true faith until the last and greatest 

day of our Lord’s return. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P The blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit be and remain with you always.  

C Amen.  
 

390 Let Us All with Gladsome Voice 

 

 
Text: German, 17th cent.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Ander Theil Des Dreszdenischen GesangBuchs, 1632, Dresden 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022 

Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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“In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 

Judea, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” Matthew 

3:1-2 

John prepared the way for Jesus by preaching repentance. Then, 

when Jesus’ ministry was complete and He was raised from the dead, He sent out 

His disciples to preach “repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 24:47). We 

never outgrow the need for repentance — for examining our lives, turning away 

from our sins, and turning toward Jesus in faith to receive his forgiveness and 

strength for a renewed life of godliness. 
 

This Week’s Calendar 

December 4, 2022 

Sunday   9:00 A.M. Bible Class 

 10:00 A.M. Worship w/ Lord’s Supper 

Monday   6:00 P.M. Ladies Prayer Meeting    

Tuesday 10:00 A.M. Tuesdays with Friends 

   6:30 P.M. Evangelism Board 

   7:00 P.M. Property Board 

Wednesday   5:00 P.M. Music Rehearsal 

   5:50 P.M. Dinner 

   6:30 P.M. Kid’s Spark Bible Club 

   7:00 P.M. Midweek Advent Worship 

Thursday   3:00 P.M. Men’s Discipleship Bible Study  

Friday Office Closed 

Next Sunday   9:00 A.M. Bible Class 

 10:00 A.M. Worship  
 

  
Serving Next Week 

December 11, 2022 

Elder on Duty  Sandy Cox 

Ushers   Linda May & June Gompf 

Money Counters  Ron & Doris Horn 

Altar Care  Kay McDaniel & Patti Casey 
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Birthdays This Week: 

Dec 6 Joan Bridges 

 Robin Stepanek 
 

 

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by  

Robin and Shari Stepanek  

in honor of Robin’s birthday. 
 

 

2023 Election for Church 

Officers December 18, 2022 we 

will have a voters meeting to 

elect officers for the next year. 

If you are interested in serving 

on the Council, Board Chairs or 

to be an Elder please contact 

Lynn Riley at 405-819-0991 for 

openings. Please prayerfully 

consider serving our church by 

volunteering for a position. I 

will be putting the list of 

openings on the first Sunday in 

November in the bulletin. Thank 

you for your prayerful 

consideration, 

Lynn Riley 

Vice President 
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Prayers are kept on prayer list for four weeks. If you have a prayer request that you want prayed 

for during a Sunday worship service, please call or email the church office by Wednesday 

morning at 9:00 a.m. 

Pray For Those Who Are Ill, Recovering or In Need 

Gloria Michael health and well being Member 

Chester Kyle health and well being Member 

Delores Withers recovering from surgery/Covid Office Secretary 

Michelle Brooks Stage 3 adrenal cancer Former member 

Spiritual Guidance & Strength/Life Struggles 

Pray for our shut-ins and homebound 

Pray for Pastor Gary and LCOS leadership 

Pray for our government officials and first responders 

Prayers for Worldwide Church  

Pray for Those Serving Their Country 

Randy Brooks IV Jennifer Pena Joey Pena Kyle Freeman 

Jonathan Krepel Nathan Hiegel Cole Morris Timothy Thomas 
 

 


